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PEEFACE TO THE FIRST GERMAN EDITION. 


This book is intended chiefly for those who, without desiring 
to become botanists by profession, wish nevertheless to be- 
come acquainted with the elements of scientific structural 
botany. It will likewise introduce the beginner to the various 
methods of microscopical manipulation. 

The study of vegetable structure is especially favourable 
as an initiation into the use of the microscope ; and any one 
whose future pareer will require command over this instru- 
ment should commence with the study under the microscope 
of vegetable anatomy. 

The manual is divided into thirty-two chapters, each of 
which is intended to provide materials for several hours* prac- 
tical work in the laboratory. The earlier chapters are easy, 
and the difficulties to be encountered increase almost con- 
tinuously up to the last chapter. The first chapter assumes 
on the part of the worker entire ignorance as to the use of 
his instruments, but nevertheless assumes the possession of 
some general botanical knowledge. With this elementary 
preparation the beginner ought to be able, by the diligent use 
of this book alone, to acquire a tolerably broad knowledge 
both of vegetable structure and of the methods of micro- 
scopical work. 

The objects for study have been so selected that most can 
be obtained with comparative ease. In many places I have 
recommended the use of plants preserved in alcohol, as the 
worker is thus rendered independent of the time of year. As, 
however, the objects may need to be collected even months 
before being used, the student ought carefully to consult a 
special list of plants or portions of plants needed for his 
work, and which ought to be collected at some given time 
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or condition. Not infrequently ttie objects need to undergo, 
in order to make them fit for use, some preliminary pre- 
paration which may take several hours or even a day. The 
student ought therefore to take cognisance of a lesson a 
sufficiently long time before commencing work. 

The list of necessary reagents will be found at the end of 
the book. These reagents should be ready before beginning 
work. The method of preparation of special reagents for 
histological work is also given in this list. Many of these 
it is preferable to obtain ready-made from the firm mentioned 
at the head of the list. 

The explanations and illustrations of the use of the in- 
struments and reagents are scattered in the text ; but the 
general index is made so far complete as to enable the 
student easily to refer to any explanations which may be 
necessary. 

I have given especial care to the methods of study of the 
Bacteria; with the preparation which this book gives, the 
student will be capable of following out any deeper researches 
into this subject, as well as of realising their practical ap- 
plication. 

All the figures in this work have been drawn by myself 
from Nature. Almost all of the facts given in the text, even 
those which were well known, have been submitted to careful 
control. ■ 

At the close of each chapter are given some bibliographical 
notes, which show the student the fountain-head whence 
fuller information can be obtained. 


Ed. Steasbdegee. 


PEEFACE TO THE FIEST ENGLISH EDITION. 


Although the last two or three years have produced at 
least as many works on Practical Botany for laboratory 
purposes, no apology is needed for reproducing from the 
German one which has no counterpart in the English 
language, and which has the advantage of being written 
by one of the greatest living masters of microscopical ob- 
servation. 

Although Professor Strasburger has revolutionised the 
science of Botany in more than one direction, no work of 
his has as yet come before an English public in its own 
topgue ; but it is perhaps not unfitting that the Author’s 
first introduction to the English-reading student should be 
in the r6le of teacher of those arts of manipulation and 
observation by the exercise of which his own fame has been 
gained. 

This edition has the advantage of revision and of nu- 
merous additional notes by the Author ; some portions have 
been well-nigh rewritten. To these I have ventured to add 
notes of my own, intended to either simplify or amplify the 
description, or to enable the material selected by the Author 
to be replaced by some other, probably more readily obtain- 
able. These additions have been either inserted as foot- 
notes, or, where intercalated in the text, are usually inserted 
between square brackets [ ]. The Introduction I have, with 
the consent of the Author, nearly rewritten, in order to 
make it more suited to the English student ; similarly with 
a few other isolated paragraphs. A few additional illustra- 
tions I have been enabled to add, through the courtesy of 
the Publishers ; descriptions of, and references to, these 
are likewise enclosed in brackets. To make the book more 
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convenient in use, I have given at the head of each chapter 
(task, or lesson, in the original) a list of the objects required 
for study in that chapter. I regret that I did not add to 
these lists any special reagents which might be required 
for use ; possibly a future edition may give opportunity 
for this. 

I have considerably enlarged the scope of Appendices II. 
and III., and have added two new Appendices I. and IV., 
which I hope may be useful to the student. Throughout 
the work I have likewise added the common English names 
(if any) of the plants referred to. 

The student will probably not be able to carry out all 
the investigations constituting a chapter at the same time. 
A careful note should be made of any which are thus post- 
poned, so that they may be taken up in due season. It is 
not unlikely that some may not come at all within the range 
of the student’s observation ; for these examples the book 
must be looked upon in the light of a text-book. 

The student is earnestly urged to study from the be- 
ginning the Author s methods of work. These are especially 
noteworthy when he comes, perhaps incidentally, to corre- 
late structure with function. The interdependence of these 
two factors in the plant’s life history is the great under- 
lying principle of modern botanical teaching, and the student 
cannot too soon begin to exercise his thoughts in this direc- 
tion, resting assured that his methods are right even though 
his results may for the time being prove to be erroneous. 

As to translation, no one can feel so fully as myself its 
many and serious defects. I can only plead that the work 
was executed at a time of serious pressure, and, although 
circumstances have delayed the issue of the book, the manu- 
script was out of my hands, and therefore only subject to 
such limited correction as proof-sheets would allow. 

W. H. 

Bikmikuham, 1886 , 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND ENGLISH 
EDITION. 

Although anything like a complete revision of the text 
has been impracticable, I have been enabled, through the 
liberality of the Publishers, to make several considerable 
and important additions both to the text and figures (mainly 
derived from the Second Edition of the Botanisches Praktikum), 
and the chapters upon Vascular Bundles ” and Bacteria 
have been to some extent rewritten. ... I have likewise 
made a few verbal and other corrections, and, after much 
hesitation, have eliminated the square brackets wherever 
this has been feasible. 

I have most heartily to thank many correspondents here, 
in America, and elsewhere, for numerous notes, memoranda 
and criticisms. Although I may not at present have been 
able to make use of them, these suggestions will not be lost 
sight of ; and, even should they never be used, I am none 
the less grateful for the kindly spirit which has prompted 
their transmission. 

W. H. 

1st August, 1889, 


PEEFACE TO THE FIFTH ENGLISH EDITION. 

The present edition of tlais work has been rewritten almost 
throughout. In doing this Ml use has been made of the 
third edition of the Author’s Bas Botanische Pmhtihum, which 
appeared in 1897. A number of new figures have been 
introduced, the most important of which are a series dealing 
with the histology of Tilia and of Pinus, 

As far as possible I have endeavoured to avoid conten- 
tious matter, believing such to be out of place in a book 
of this kind ; but it must be borne in mind that the “ facts ” 
of a science such as Botany are to a large extent inferences 
or interpretations, so that sources of contention cannot be 
entirely eliminated, and new ones are at any time liable 
to arise. It has been a matter of diflSculty to determine 
to what extent certain varying interpretations should be 
recognised, and in some cases, in endeavouring to avoid 
possible confusion in the mind of the student, I have perhapa 
gone astray, as, for example, in retaining the old term 
vessels” for many structures the tracheidal character of 
which is now generally accepted. 

As the practical advantages appeared to warrant it, the- 
numerous notes derived from my own laboratory practice, 
and other sources, which had been introduced into the 
earlier editions, or are new to this, have now as a rule been 
fully incorporated with the text. The curious in such mat- 
ters can doubtless disinter them by a comparison of the first. 
English edition (in which all such additions were in square- 
brackets), and of the German third edition, with the present 
issue. 

After careful consideration I have omitted the biblio- 
graphical notes which were appended to the chapters. As the: 
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XI 


references were very largely to German sources, it follows 
that any who were capable of making use of them would 
be also capable of referring to them as set out at length 
in the German original 

I have to thank my friend and former pupil, Dr. A. H.. 
Reginald Buller, for assistance in simplifying some of the- 
formulae, and testing the resulting reactions. 

W. H. 


Univeesity of Birmingham, 
July^ 1900. 


PREFACE TO THE SIXTtI ENGLISH 
EDITION. 

A CONSIDEEABLE amount of textual revision has been found 
possible without altering the pagination ; new figures have 
replaced a few which were obsolete, and some others are 
added. The chapter on ‘‘ Cell and Nuclear Division,'' however, 
has been in part rewritten ; and I have ventured to rearrange 
the material in such way as to illustrate grades in cytological 
technique. 

Many botanical laboratory manuals have been published 
since this first appeared in English, twenty-one years ago ; 
but it may still help for a while to guide in morphological 
method the hand and eye of successive generations of botani- 
cal students. 

W. H. 

Univeksity of Biemingham, 

DeGember, 1907. 
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miEODUCTIOK 


Students who work in properly equipped botanical labora- 
tories will find therein the needful instruments. Those, 
however, who use this book at home, as an introduction to 
the microscopical study of plants, as well as those who, apart 
from these conditions, wish to become possessed of instru- 
ments suitable for such work, may perhaps find in the 
following pages some aid to their choice. 

Starting with the assumption that the instrument is 
desired for the sake of the work that can be done with it, 
rather than for its own sake as a beautiful piece of optical 
and mechanical workmanship, it is woll to strongly urge the 
intending purchaser to buy an instrument constructed upon 
what is known as the Continental model The micro- 
scopes built on the so-called ‘‘English model” are more 
massive and complicated in their construction than is really 
necessary for student purposes, and the object on the stage is 
usually moved about by means of a mechanical arrangement 
of screws, w^here, for, ordinary purposes, the fingers had 
better be used. Further, though the diameter of the body of 
the English microscope may oe an advantage, its length is 
doubtfully so, and renders the erect position of the instru- 
ment in working, which is for most purposes far the best 
(though a joint permitting inclination is highly desirable), 
almost impossible. The distance of the stage from the eye 
renders delicate working with the fingers a matter of greater 
difficulty ; for it is notorious that the nearer the fingers are 
to the eyes, within certain limits, the more delicately their 
movements can be controlled. Most, or all, of the great 
English and American makers, such as the well-known firms 
of Boss, Ltd. ; Powell & Lealand ; E. & J. Beck, Ltd. ; 
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Bausch & Lomb, and Zentmayer have recognised the need 
for instruments of more compact form, simpler construction^ 
and lower price, and, under one name or another, have 
brought out instruments on the lines (many of their faults 
included) of great Continental makers, such as Zeiss, Leitz, 
Seibert, Eeichert, Hartnack, etc., whose microscopes are to 
be found by the thousand in the great laboratories of the 
European Univei'sities. 

Putting upon one side, then, alike the more elaborate and 
expensive instruments of microscope manufacturers, and 
those in which everything is sacrificed to cheapness, micro- 
scopes suited for student use may be roughly placed in two 
groups; the one containing comparatively simple instruments, 
a reasonably good microscope reduced, so to speak, to its 
simplest terms, in which the apparatus consists only of a 
means for steadily supporting and illuminating an object to- 
be examined, and magnifying it with accuracy to a moderate 
extent; and the other group comprising instruments of a 
higher quality, to which accessory apparatus for illuminating 
or examining are, or can be, attached, and the magnifying 
capacity of which is of a higher degree of excellence. The 
first of these groups contains instruments which are quite 
suited to the greater part of the microscopical work detailed in 
this book. But should the student have ambitions, and not 
merely wish to study those few parts of this book which are 
comparatively inaccessible with the simpler instruments, but 
be desirous of providing him or herself with a microscope which 
may hereafter be used as a means to wider study, or even, maj 
be, for the broadening of knowledge by new investigations,, 
then a microscope selected froin the second category becomes 
a necessity. It does not follow that the whole of the ulti- 
mate expense must be incurred at once, but it is essential 
that the microscope stand which is purchased shall be of a 
kind to which subsidiary apparatus can be fitted, and which 
will provide a suitable support for higher magnifying powers 
than those which may in the first instance be purchased. 

The microscopes provided for early student use in botanical 
laboratories belong to the former of these groups, and will 
probably be found to have a magnifying capacity up to 400 
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or 450 diameters. Such, microscopes are, manufactured., by ■ 
very many, makers ; but as the narrow limits ■ of this intro- 
duction compel rigid selection, our descriptions will be con- 
fined to a few representative forms of (price taken into 
consideration) good quality, and capable of sufficiently 
satisfactory work as judged from the beginner's standpoint. 
The price of each is affixed.^ 

B. & J. Beck, Limited, 68 OornhiU, London, B.C. 

1. The “ London ” Microscope, No. 1125, with tube substage. Stand with 

horseshoe foot, and jointed pillar ; spiral rack-and-pinion coarse and 
micrometer screw fine adjustments; one eye-piece, |and J (or inch 
objectives; iris diaphragm; vulcanite stage; in mahogany case, 
£5 12s. 6d. ; or with double nose-piece, £6 Is. 6d. This instrument is 
figured in page 2, and fully describ..d in the text 

2. The London” Microscope, No. 1153. An instrument of the same 

general design as the preceding, but of larger dimensions, and more 
fully fitted for the subsequent addition of accessories. With two 
eye-pieces, | and ^ (or y inch objectives, double nose -piece, and Abb5 
condenser with iris diaphragm, £10 Is. 

Ross, Limited, 111 New Bond Street, London, W. 

No. 2 Standard” Microscope complete for senior, medical and biological 
work, including stand with jointed pillar, horseshoe foot, screw coarse 
and fine adjustments, one eye-piece, f and ^ inch objectives, double 
nose-piece, plain substage ring fitted with iris diaphragm ; in ma- 
hogany case. Magnification, 60 to 500, £10 15s. If with a focussing 
screw-action swing-out substage, £11 10s. 

James Swiet <fc Son, University Optical Works, 81 Tottenham Court Road, 
London, W., have an exceptionally high reputation as mechanicians, 
and their microscope stands have shown more independent and original 
thought than those of perhaps any other maker. 

1. Histological and Physiological Microscope, No. 16. — Body swung upon 
a specially designed tripod stand of unusual stability, with diagonal 
rack-and-pinion coarse and isolated micrometer screw fine adjust- 
ments, large stage, one eye-piece, | and ^ pan-aplanatic objectives, 
and iris diaphragm ; in case, £6 15s. Accessories, double nose-piece 
and extra eye-piece, 16s., Abb5 substage condenser, lOs. 

^The subjoined memoranda of microscopes are not intended to give 
complete specifications, or to obviate the necessity of the personal study of 
microscope catalogues, or appeal for skilled assistance if accessible. They are 
to be looked upon as suggestions as to where to look and what to look for. 
All the microscopes mentioned are, however, of sound and reliable quality. 

2 It may be noted that nearly all objectives, British and foreign, are now 
made with screws of uniform diameter (the English Microscopical Society's 
standard screw), and therefore are mutually interchangeable. It must, how- 
ever, be noted that objectives made for a short-bodied {“ Continental ”) stand 
are not suited for use with a long-bodied (** English ”) stand, and vice versd. 
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W. Watson & Sons, 313 High Holborn, London, W.G. 

1. Praxis'' Microscope.— Stasid with horseshoe foot and jointed pillar; 
rack-and-pinion coarse and micrometer screw fine adjustments, one 
eye-piece, 1 inch and either f or | objectives ; in mahogany case, 
£5 15s. Further eye-pieces and objectives as required, and substage 
fittings can be attached. 

2. *^Fram ” Microscope^ F. 149. — Body swung upon tripod stand of well- 

arranged form, with jointed pillar and with horseshoe stage covered 
with ebonite, diagonal rack-and-pinion coarse and micrometer screw 
fine adjustments, two eye-pieces, ^ inch objective and choice of 1 inch, 
J inch, or § inch; Abbd substage illuminator, with iris diaphragm ; in 
mahogany case, £8 6s. Extras, double nose-piece, 10s. 6d. or 16s. 

Jambs Paekbs & Son, Vesey Street, Birmingham, manufacture a series of 
inexpensive students’ microscopes of simple but sound construction, 
suited for elementary histological work. 

1. “ Wc/i'ker ” Microscope^ with body slung on a tripod foot, fine adjust- 

ment of hardened steel and gun metal, working in solid machine- 
planed box, and coarse adjustment by sliding tube in cloth-lined 
collar, one eye-piece, 1 inch and \ objectives, in mahogany case, 
£8 15s. ; or the same with diagonal rackwork coarse adjustment, 
£4 10s. 

2. The Century’* Microscope, with body slung on tripod foot, large 

stage, diagonal rackwork coarse and improved micrometer screw 
fine adjustment (this latter placed in a new position to ease strain 
upon it), one eye-piece, -I and objectives, in case, £6 10s. Acces- 
sories are: Swinging suhstage, with screw adjustment, £1 ; “Abb4”^ 
condenser, with iris diaphragm, £1. 

Of Continental makers, while noting the name of Zeiss, 
Jena (English office, 29 Margaret Street, Eegent Street, 
London, W.), world-renowned for the quality of his optical 
appliances, I think best to limit the attention of the student 
to a German firm which in the last twenty years has won 
for itself a repute of the highest kind for fine and re- 
liable mechanical and optical workmanship, combined with 
moderate price, viz . : — 

E. Leitz, Wetzlar (London Office : 9-15 Oxford Street, W.). 

1. Students Microscope^ II. JB^ with body jointed to tripod foot, rackwork 
coarse and micrometer screw fine adjustments, two eye-pieces, and 
i objectives, magnifying from 60-525 diameters, double nose-piece 
and worm screw, to which a substage condenser can be subsequently 
added, £6 5s, 
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2. Si-udents' Microscope, IL A, is figured oe p. S and described in tbe 
text. With tlie appliances there mentioned, and Including objectives 
3 and 7 and eye-pieces 0, II. and IT., giving a range of magnification 
from 46 to 625, price £9 15s.^ 

Most, or all, of the above makers, English and foreign, 
manufacture microscope stands of cheaper quality than the 
above; it must, however, be borne in mind that accurate 
observation needs an instrument which is capable of it, and 
while there is, and ought to be, every desire to keep the cost 
within reasonable limits, true economy does not consist in 
purchasing an instrument which may be a constant source 
of dissatisfaction, and may have to be discarded directly the 
student emerges from swaddling clothes. Preferably, there- 
fore, the stand which is purchased should be adapted to the 
receipt of optical apparatus other than the mere eye-piece 
and objective ; should have a jointed back, and be thoroughly 
steady in any position ; the adjustment should be easy and 
true, and if the body or draw-tube is twisted, any object 
observed should not be thrown out of centre ; the mirror 
should be plane and concave, and should have a long, jointed 
arm; and the stage should be constructed for the reception 
of a substage condenser, and should be provided with an 
iris diaphragm. Still more essential is it that the special 
optical parts, the eye-pieces and objectives, should be good. 
They should let through the largest possible amount of light 
(the diaphragm will easily control its quantity, if needed), 
and there should be absence of colour, both round the ex- 
terior of the field of view, and round any object, or particles 
of dust, in focus. The field should be flat, so that a small 
object moved from one part to another alters neither in dis- 
tinctness, form, nor size. The high power objectives should 
have a fair working distance from the object, or the thickness 
of the cover-glass, to be hereafter noted, may become a 
matter of great importance. Lastly, a double nose-piece of 
accurate construction should be provided, and the objectives 
should have their settings so graded that in changing from 

1 1 (Ed.) have a number of these instruments in use in my own laboratory 
and think very highly of them. 
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one to another the object is retained approximately in 
focusd 

In all these points, except perhaps accurate centring, the 
stands of good English makers probably equal, price for 
price, the foreign stands; while, on the contrary, price for 
price, the eye-pieces and objectives of continental makers 
usually are far superior to those made by the English 
opticians— a superiority probably due solely to the more 
trained skill and more patient accuracy of the workmen. 

All of the work in this book, with perhaps the exception 
of Chapters XXL and XXXII., can be performed with the 
the aid of objectives up to ; but the student who has gained 
some experience will probably wish to add to his microscope 
one or rnore stronger objectives, in order to increase the range 
and delicacy of his work. Increased magnification can be 
obtained by increased power either of eye-piece or of object- 
glass. Ail the objectives we have heretofore noted are what 
are called “ dry ” systems, since they are used for work in a 
dry state, and a layer of air separates the objective from the 
object. “ Dry ” objectives of high power are subject to great 
disadvantage from the serious loss of light their use involves. 
The light, in passing from the mirror to the objective, passes 
in the first place through air, then the object-slide, next the 
object and the medium in which the object is mounted, which 
may be glycerine, water, alcohol, etc., or even air; then 
through the cover-glass, and finally through air again. In 
every one of these changes light is lost. Owing to this loss 
of hght, as well as for other reasons, it is not wise to use 
high power eye-pieces with dry objectives; besides which, as 
the eye-piece does not magnify the object, but only the 
image of it as produced by the objective, any errors of this 
latter are Kkewise magnified by the eye-piece. 

To obviate in part this loss of light, what are caUed “ im- 


f,, i®’ india-rubber or paper rings sUpped on to 

the shoulder of the objeotives. to adjust their focal lengths with great Luracr. 
n oMe of moderate inaoouracy of centring the student is advised to study 
for himself the approximate position into which an object should be placed 

approximate centre of 

the field when the higher power is turned into use. 
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mersion ” objectives are now much in use. In these objec- 
tives the cover-glass and the front lens of the object-gla.sa 
are connected by a drop of liquid. Such objectives are of 
two kinds : “ water,” in which that is the liquid used, and 
homogeneous,” in which the liquid is in general oil, or a 
mixture of oils. The homogeneous immersion objectives are 
dearer, less readily cleaned after use, and must be used only 
with the special fluid for which they are manufactured ; but 
on the other hand they transmit more light, bear a stronger 
eye-piece, and, within certain wide limits, are independent 
in their working of the thickness of the cover-glass. Dry 
objectives of high power, and water immersions, are naturally 
dependent on the thickness of the cover-glass which the 



Fig. 1.— Objective with collar for correcting for thickness of cover-glass (Zeiss). 

light-ijays pass through after leaving the object. To pro- 
vide for this, they are usually manufactured also with 
correction collar,” for use according to the thickness of the 
cover- glass, and at a somewhat increased price. The correc- 
tion collar accommodates the objective to the thickness of 
the cover-glass which happens to be in use, by means of a 
milled-headed screw which turns it, and adjusts the lenses 
forming its optical system ; and upon it are divisions and 
-figures (see Fig. 1) which permit focussing for any given thick- 
ness (within certain limits) of cover-glass, where this thickness 
is known. A water immersion or a dry objective, without 
correcting screw, is made to suit a certain medium thickness 
'Of cover-glass, which is usually stated by the optician ; and 
it is therefore preferable for the beginner, if he wants such 
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an objective, to use with it cover-glasses of this definite- 
thickness.^ But whoever does not fear the expense would 
do well to provide himself at once with an objective for 
“ homogeneous immersion They are all constructed 
without correcting screw, since, as already indicated, the 
thickness of the cover-glass, of course within the permissible- 
limits, is of no importance. By selecting a single such ob- 
jective, sajT- yV, and purchasing a series of eye-pieces, one can 
obtain a range of possible magnification such as could only 
be given by several water immersions, or dry objectives. A 
system for homogeneous immersion, provided it is perfectly 
constructed, can therefore replace several systems of another 
kind. 

As a set-off against this, the use of a homogeneous immer- 
sion, as indeed of a water immersion, requires special care, 
especially in cleansing both it and the object. It must be* 
borne in mind that the immersion oil is a solvent of Canada 
balsam, so that if this is used as a mountant it must be pro- 
tected by a layer of gold size. While an oil immersion is, as 
noted, largely independent of the thickness of the cover-glass, 
should this happen to he very thin indeed, it is well to com- 
pensate for it by slightly lengthening the draw-tube. 

Even in the smallest stands mentioned above, objectives, 
for homogeneous immersion can be used with great advan- 
tage without any special apparatus for increasing the illumi- 
nation ; but the highest capabilities of the homogeneous or- 
indeed any system are only brought out by the use of a sub- 
stage achromatic condenser. Several of the stands referred 
to above have substage condensers constructed specially for- 
them, and at a very moderate cost. 

The highest possibilities of a microscope are only attained 
by the aid of the comparatively new apochromatic ” objec- 
tives and their compensating eye-pieces, bufc their high price, 
and the necessary accessories, may be taken for the present 
to place them outside the use of those for whom this book is 
intended. 

^ On this subject see a note on page xxx. 

‘^Leitz, of Wetzlar, produces a of remarkable excellence, which has-- 
stood the test of manufacture for nearly thirty years. Price £5. 
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Owing to the now almost universal use of the standard 
screw of the Eoyal Microscopical Society of London, objec- 
tives of one maker can be attached to the instrument of 
another. A point of some importance to English purchasers 
of continental objectives is however this: the customary 
length of the tube of the microscope on the Continent is 160 
to 170 millimetres (six to seven inches), and the objectives 
are constructed to suit this length. If the tube exceeds this 
length, it should be stated in ordering the objectives, that 
they may be modified to suit. This is especially needed in 
ordering objectives for homogeneous immersion. All the 
microscope stands mentioned above have tubes of continental 
length, and mostly of continental size. 

Besides the compound microscope to which we have 
hitherto exclusively referred, a simple, or so-called prepara- 
tion or dissecting, microscope is also more or less necessary. 
For all the purposes of this book, and, indeed, for most 
botanical purposes, whether in anatomy or morphology, a 
dissecting microscope of very simple construction is all that 
is needed, and two or three are illustrated on pp. 206-8. 
Most instruments for this purpose are unnecessarily complex 
and expensive. Some, for instance, are constructed to 
magnify up to 60, 80, or even 100 diameters ; if such magni- 
f37ing power is needed, the low power of the compound micro- 
scope will do equally well, dissecting being done upon the- 
stage, but the arms being carefully supported. The student 
can, indeed, entirely dispense with a dissecting microscope,, 
and dissect upon the stage of his larger instrument by the 
aid of his lowest power ; but as the image of the object is- 
inverted, and any movements he may make are likewise re- 
versed, he would probably be at first somewhat perplexed. 
Practice will overcome this difficulty ; or it can be cleared 
away at once by purchasing an “ erector for insertion in 
the draw-tube, costing usually 10s. or 10s. 6d. It is desirable 
likewise to have a low-power objective, e.g.^ 2-mch ofl|-inch, 
though dissection with the 1-inch is perfectly simple. The 
lowest power eye-piece should be used. Dissection under 
the compound microscope has, with very small objects, this- 
further advantage, that there is no chance of losing them in 
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removing from one instrument to the other. To this may 
be added perhaps another advantage, in that the working- 
table is not cumbered with an extra instrument, Bbr dis- 
^secting with the microscope the wrists must be supported on 
a level with the object, or slightly below it. Some dissecting 
microscopes have arm-rests for this purpose ; blocks of wood 
-of suitable height, or even stacks of books, will answer 
admirably. 

A very necessary adjunct for microscopical work is a good 
magnifying lens, as it is often desirable first of all to study 
an object with it, afterwards using the microscope. The 
lenses of the dissecting microscope can be used as hand 
magnifiers, and low-power objectives likewise make good 
hand lenses. It is worth while, however, to get a lens mag- 
nifying about six diameters ; very convenient are the triplets, 
three lenses in a tortoise-shell case, usable separately or 
•together, and sold at a price of about 3s. 6d, Eemarkably 
beautiful are the Platyscopic Lenses of Browning (63 Strand, 
London, W.C,), magnifying fifteen, twenty, or thirty dia- 
meters, price I6s. each, and the Aplanatic Lenses of Zeiss, 
magnifying six, ten, or twenty diameters, price, 12s. or ISs. 
‘each. Becks', also, are now manufacturing some new hand 
lenses of very high quality at 11s. 6d. each. 

As it is desirable that the student should from the first 
begin to draw the objects he examines (practical instruction 
in which will be found on p. 40 et seq,), it is desirable that he 
should have some form of drawing instrument to facilitate his 
work. Drawing can, it is true, be done without any such 
.aid, but is more dijBficuli An apparatus for drawing (camera 
lucida) is constructed either for use with the body of the 
microscope placed horizontally, or placed vertically. Practi- 
cally the latter is much to be preferred. Every microscope 
maker has appliances of bis own make, but they vary very 
much in real utility. Two typical instruments, both manu- 
factured^ by Zeiss, are figured on pp. 40 and 42, and their 
method of use is described. 

A stage micrometer is likewise necessary to enable measure- 
ments of microscopic objects. This can be obtained from most 
opticians at a cost of from 5s. to iOs., and ruled up to ot 
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an inch. Zeiss has one at 10s. ruled up to of a inillimetre,. 
about •g'/tFir inch. 

Any steady table can be used by the microscopist for 
working, but it should be looked to that it is not too small, 
and not polished or varnished on its surface. This surface is- 
best painted a dull dark colour. The table is so placed that 
if possible the microscope faces a window, and at not less than 
one yard distance from it. Any position of the window is good, 
which allows a free outlook. From direct sunlight we pro- 
tect ourselves by a white roller blind, which is best made of 
tracing-linen. The dazzling white light which we obtain 
when the direct sunlight plays upon the blind gives the most 
favourable conditions for observation with high powers. In 
using the microscope with light taken from a window, light 
coming from any other direction should be avoided. If a 
white roller blind is used to pass direct sunlight through, the 
eyes should be protected in some way from its glare. If 
artificial light is needed, microscope makers provide various, 
forms of oil-lamp specially constructed for use. The light of 
these is very often improved by passing through a Florence' 
flask filled with dilute ammoniacal cupric oxide, or through, 
a disk of bright blue glass placed above the mirror. Artificial, 
light, partly on account of the brightness of the field of view 
relatively to that of the room generally, and partly owing to 
the strength of its shadows, is very tiring to the eyes, and 
every care should be taken, in using it, to have the room, 
generally as brightly illuminated as is the field of view. 

The necessary object slides and cover-glasses can be- 
obtained of most opticians. The former are procurable with 
either unground or ground edges at a cost varying from 2s. 
to 4s. per gross respectively. They are three inches long by 
one broad. The cover-glasses for ordinary observation 
should be about |-inch square ; bufc the observer should also 
have larger ones for specially large objects or series, and also 
others somewhat smaller (|-inch square) which will usually 
suffice for permanent preparations. If we use powerful 
objectives, it will be best to obtain these cover- glasses of 
definite thickness. For the beginner, this is not of special 
importance ; but the more advanced student will find it 
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advisable if possible to procure both object-slides and cover- 
glasses of a definite thickness.^ 

Cover-glasses, if thin, are not easy to manipulate without 
risk of breakage. On p. 10 will be found described a method 
•of cleaning them before use, which I [Ed.] have found useful 
for students. While keeping the stock in the thin boxes in 
which they are sent, a dozen or so are put out at a time into 
a kind of trough, made by taking a piece of hard wood, about 
■2^ inches long, 2 inches wide and 1 inch thick, and cutting 
•out a portion of its top in the form of a slope or inclined 
plane, flush with the top of the block of wood at one end, 
and with a rim left along the sides and at the other end. 
Upon this flat sloping surface the cover- glasses lie quite 
safely, and can easily be moved with the finger, especially if 
■slightly damped. 

Further necessary are a plane- and some hollow-ground 
razors ; a fine and a coarse pair of steel forceps and a pair 
with ivory points ; a finely pointed pair of dissecting scissors, 
for which fine embroidery scissors will serve ; a pair of needle- 
holders, somewhat after the fashion of crochet needle-holders, 
but so arranged that they will hold the finest needles firmly ; ^ 
needles from No. 8 upwards, for these holders ; some scalpels, 
some fine camel-hair or sable brushes a small vice, such as 

^ I had for years considerable difficulty in obtaining these latter in England 
.{where, nevertheless, they are mostly made), but now obtain them direct from 
the manufacturers, Messrs. Chance Bros. & Go., Limited, Glass Works, near 
Birmingham. They are designated No. 1,” average inch (ie., 0*15 mm.) 
•in thickness, and cost in square form 3s. 3d. per oz. They are made in various 
sizes. Chances also manufacture a somewhat thicker, and therefore stronger, 
cover-glass at 2s. 6d. per oz. Glass circles are somewhat dearer. Chances 
'formerly manufactured specially thin microscope slides of 9 oz. crown-glass, 
ground and with polished edges, at 4s. lOd. per gross. These were of very fine 
quality and practically uniform thickness, but owing to lack of demand they 
have ceased to manufacture them. 

2 With care, needles can, by the aid of tweezers, be forced with their eye 
■end into thin wooden paint-brush handles. According to the length that 
projects, the needle will be more or less stiff. 

2 Eor transferring sections from fluid to a slide the camel-hair brushes can 
•be used as described on p. 27; or a simple “section lifter” can be made from 
a straight piece of stout copper wire 4 or 6 inches long, by beating out thin 
about half-an-inch or so of one end, cutting the edge smooth with scissors, and 
■then bending the wire above the broadened part to an angle of about 136^. 


INTBOD0CTION. 


XXXI 


used by watchmakers ; some pipettes, glass tubes and. glass 
mds; watch , glasses of various sizes, 'and glass disks of suit- 
able sizes for covering them ; ^ china saucers as used for pai,nt 
boxes ; low glass bell-jarS' (receivers), in order, to be able to 
fit up moist chambers ; zinc frames, somewhat as represented 
in half-size in Fig. 2, on which to place the object-slides 
under the bell- jars ; ^ two bell-jars of suitable height, under 
which to be able to place respectively the compound and the 
simple microscope; and lastly, elder-pith. For working, a 
tumbler of clean spring water is needed; a saucer is useful 
for dirty slides. 



The list of the necessary reagents is to be found at the 
end of this book. These reagents are in general best kept 
in small squat bottles, holding about an ounce, tightly corked, 
•with the cork perforated, and holding in its bore a piece of 
thin glass rod with rounded ends, by which a drop of the fluid 
can be taken when required ; or similar bottles, stoppered, 
with long tapering stoppers, can be obtained if preferred. 

^ Watch glasses can also be obtained, in pairs, ground to fit, and with 
brass- wire clip to hold them together. These are exceedingly useful for 
temporarily keeping a number of cut sections, etc., or for staining or otlier 
operations which req^uire micro-sections or material to be exposed to the action 
of a small quantity of fluid for a considerable time. 

2 Slides can be also left upon these frames to dry, after permanent mount- 
ing. If the frames cannot be kept perfectly steady, the slides may wriggle ofi 
in time ; to prevent this, sheets of paper J inch wider than the frame can be 
bent over them on each stage, and the slides laid across these. By using 
blotting paper for these sheets, and keeping wet, the bell-jar can be converted 
into a convenient moist chamber for a number of slide cultures at room 
temperature. 
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aloS- """I “spirit ’’and not “absolute 

alcohol IS used, strong methylated spirits can always be 
understood and is far cheaper. The alcohol on the working 
table IS best kept in a “wash-bottle,” made with a triangulaf 
lorence flask of about four ounce capacity, and fitted with 
1. ? r Preference to india-rubber. Another wash-bottle 
ich, for distinctness, should somewhat differ from this in 
shape, should contain distilled water. 

^ In arranging the table for work, while the microscope is 
placed in front of the worker, and near the edge of the table 
the space at its right-hand side should be reserved for books’ 
dra^nng appliances, etc., while all the working materials 
ivhich are liable to make even the slightest mes^ should be 

rigidly confined to the left-hand side. snoum be 

For the preservation of permanent preparations manv 
kinds of cabinets and cases are advertised. It is very’impor^ 
tant to remember that the objects should be kept in a hon 
zontal position, and should be capable of ready^supervision 
One of the best for this purpose at a moderate price is a 
Cloth-covered box with_ cardboard trays, each co^Sd bv 
hinged cut flaps, which is made by E & J Beck T ^ 

to hold half a gross, and 5s. 6d. to hold 1 gross. 



2 * Beck’s Cloth-covered Slide Cabinet. 
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PEINCIPAi MaTEEIALS UsED. 

A fresh Potato. 

Commercial potato-starch. 

A bean ; or bean flour. 

West Indian Arrow-root (ilfamnfa). 

Grains of Wheat. 

Grains of Oat. 

Sfcem of the sun-spurge (Euphorbia helioscopia) and of E. splendens or E. 
Jacquinceflora, Fresh. (Other species can replace these if necessary.) 

Principal Beagents Used. 

Potassium-iodide iodine solution (hereafter called simply iodine solution ”) 
— Alcohol iodine— 5*0-10 per cent, potash— Diastase.^ 

Struckire of the Com^pomid Microscope, — We will first become 
acquainted with the separate parts of the compound microscope, 
and their use and purpose, taking as our type instrument Becks 

London'’ Microscope, No. 112d. 

We can distinguish in it (Pig. 3) a solid horse-shoe foot, upon 
which is hinged or jointed the pillar, from which are supported the 
optical appliances of the instrument, and which, by means of the 
joint, can be placed in an inclined position, or thrown back to the 
horizontal. Projecting from the front of the pillar, just above the 
joint, is the stage, upon which the specimen we are examining is 
placed, and can be fixed in position there, if desired, by means of 
the two clips seen upon the upper side. When the microscope is 
used, as ordinarily, in a vertical position, these clips may well be 
removed. Prom the front part of the pillar projects a bearer, 

^ The following reagents or materials are constantly in requisition ; hence 
it is assumed that the worker always has them at hand, and they are not 
ndtentioned in the chapter headings : — A wash bottle of methylated alcohol 
and another (or a tumbler) of water, absolute alcohol, glycerine, glycerine 
jelly, potassium-iodide iodine solution (commonly called •* iodine ” in the text). 
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which carries the tube, at the two ends of which are the lenses for 
magnifying the object. The lens, or system of lenses, screwed in 
at the lower end of this tube, is the objective or object-g'lass i the 
system of lenses inserted into the upper end is called the ocular or 
eye-piece, The light is directed upon the object, and is trans- 
mitted thence through objective, tube, and eye-piece, by means of 
a mirror, which is suspended by a short jointed arm from the 


Coarse Adjustment : 
Ba-ck and Pinion.' 


Fine Adjustment : 
Micrometer Screw '. 


Iris-diaphragm. 


Eye-piece. 

Draw4ube. 



Double Nose-piece 
with Objectives. 


Stage. 

Condenser and 
Diaphragm Tube. 


Pig. 3. — Beck’s London ” Microscope, No. 1125, with. and fr inch objectives 
in double nose-piece and iris-diaphragm. Half natural size. For full description 
see text ; and price see p. xxi. 


lower part of the pillar. This mirror can be turned in two planes, 
so as to reflect light coming from any direction ; and the arm is 
jointed, so that the light can be thrown obliquely upon an object, 
though for ordinary student work this is rarely needed. Under the 
circular hole by which the light, on its way from the mirror, passes 
through the stage, is a tube or sleeve, in which can be inserted an 
iris-diaphragm (shown apart, near the foot), the plates of which 
can be opened, narrowed, or nearly (or quite) closed by a projecting 
lever handle shown in the figure ; and thus the quantity of light 
thrown upon the object can be regulated at wilL^ For a small extra 


^ In the cheaper forms of microscopes of many makers, instead of the iris- 
diaphragm there is a fixed rotating wheel-diaphragm, with perforations of 
various sizes. 
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charge, the. makers siipp,!y a. coodensefi' with iris-diaphragm, lo fit 
into this sub-stage tube, by means ' of which light can be concen- 
trated upon the ' object ; and the,, student is strongly reeommeuiiiecl 
to purchase this additional .appliance as soon -as possible, since by its 
aid, and regulation by the ■ iris-diaphragm, a %^ery wide range of 
inu.riiinatioa becomes possible. ' Its value ' is ' very great in dull 
weather,, or with high ..powers, ...The mirror-frame bears two mirrors, 
that on the one side being, flat qt plane ^ on the other side con- 
cave, The former m.ay be used for work requiring low magnification 
only, or when a condenser .is in use;, 'the .latter for high -power 
work. . There will be . no. difficulty ' .in *ifinding'' ..the light ; ic., 
reflecting it.prope.riy through, the, microscope, 'when .the eye-piece 
only is in position, without objectives, -and 'it is not .amiss to practise 
this. .' 

The object, .illuminated by light 'from the mirror, is . magnified by 
the objective? and the image thus formed is again magnified by 
the eye-piece* With this instrument two objectives are supplied, 
a low poioer of | inch. (16 mm.) and a high poiver of -J- (4 mm.) focal 
distance. The makers allow some choice of objectives, but this is 
the best combination for ordinary purposes ; others can be added 
later, if required. To obviate the necessity, with every desired 
change of objective, of unscrewing the one and replacing by the 
other, the microscope should have a double nose-piece, shown 
in position in the figure. This is screwed into the lower end 
of the tube, and the two objectives are screwed into its sleeves. 
With slight lateral pressure the nose-piece rotates in its centre, 
and one objective replaces the other, in position for use.^ When 
well constructed this nose-piece is accurately centred, so that the 
optical axis of one objective exactly replaces that of the other, and 
with change of objective the object still remains in the field of view ; 
and is also tight fitting, so as to exclude dust ; but exact accuracy 
can hardly be expected in a low-priced instrument. If the micro- 
scope is in frequent use the objectives can be left in the nose-piece ; 
but if the microscope is not to come into use for some time, it is 
better to unscrew them, and place them in the small brass boxes 
provided for the purpose. One eye-piece (No. II.) is provided 
with the instrument, but it is better to have Nos. I. and III. also 

^ The double nose-piece must be used with care, especially if too much 
mounting fluid be used, so that some flows out from under the edge of the 
cover-glass. With a thick fluid such as glycerine (so often used as a mountant) 
the extruded drox? may be so high as to come in contact with the front lens 
of the high-power objective as it swings into or out of place, necessitating its 
removal for cleansing, and the attendant risks. 
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(5s. each). This would give a linear magnification ranging from 
54 to 516 diameters ; and a glance at the figures in this book will 
show how rarely the latter magnification is exceeded. Preferably, 
No. L should be in general use. 

The microscope is provided with two kinds of focussing ad- 
justment, respectively known as ^‘coarse” and ^‘fine”. The 
coarse adjustment is effected by rack-and-pinion,^ worked by either 
of a pair of large milled heads ; the fine adjtistment by means of the 
micrometer screw, usually placed at the top of the pillar. Focus- 
sing, especially with the high power, should be performed very 
carefully, since it may be fraught with danger to preparation and 
objective. Hence the beginner will do well to give some preliminary 
attention to its method, though little difficulty will be found in 
dealing with the low power. ' The method of this preliminary 
training will be explained in connection with our first actual 
microscopical study. 

It will be noticed that the tube of the microscope can be 
lengthened by a graduated draw-tube 5 the principal object of this 
is to allow a short compact tube to be so prolonged that the ob- 
jective and eye-piece are at the distance apart which best suits their 
construction. In this particular microscope this distance, after 
allowing for the thickness of the double nose-piece, will be at the 
line marked 155 mm., or, if without nose-piece, 170 mm. It may be 

^In cheaper instruments the coarse adjustment is effected by the tube 
sliding up and down in a sheath, which is often cloth-lined. The tube is best 
made to slide by a slight zig-zag movement, the left hand holding the micro- 
scope steady by being placed upon the stage or foot, and the right hand doing 
the focussing, the second finger-tip of this hand resting upon the tube where 
it enters the sheath, and upon the top of the latter as well, and serving as a 
friction brake to control the rate of movement. 

The opinions of practical teachers on the desirability of a learner having, 
from the first, a raok-and-pinion instrument vaiy widely, though not so much 
as formerly. Laboratory instruments are still often unprovided with it, pro- 
bably owing mainly to considerations of first cost. My own experience [Ed.] 
of many years’ use of both types of instrument is th&t provided focussmg up be 
practised (as explained a few pages later on), the advantages are greatly in 
favour of the mechanical method of movement ; and this is particularly the 
case where the rack and pinion is out obliquely (or diagonally) instead of 
horizontally. If, however, the beginner “focusses down” whether with or 
without rack and pinion, he is certain to frequently overpass the proper focal 
distance, especially when using the high power; and, should the objective 
come into contact with the cover-glass of -the micro-preparation, the results 
with rack and pinion are likely to be much more serious than with the sliding 
tube. 

The experienced worker may focus up or down with almost equal safety, 
and in practice is pretty certain to often focus by the downward movement ; 
but to him the rack and pinion is essential. It is largely with the object of 
restricting as fully as possible the need for focussing with the high power 
that I advise the use of the double nose-piece, and the correction of the lengths 
of the objective settings by paper collars (as explained on p. 11, footnote 2), 
so that they focus automatically for the same plane. 
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noted tliat using the draw-tube, if. further separating eye-piece and 
objective, increases , tlie magnifieatiQn, by the former of the image, 
made by the latter ; and the draw-tube is often improperi y used as 
an aid to magnification. This habit should, be avoided. It cannot 
be too much insisted on that the lenses work best at that distance 
apart for which they are constructed, and that any departure from 
this distance, in either direction, is disadvaiitfcageous. It must be 
remembered, too, that imraased magrdfimticm is not, per se^ cm 
advantage. The constant tendency of the beginner is to magnify 
up to the utmost limits of his instrument. Clearness of vision i.s 
what should be aimed at; size may easily be purchased at the. 
expense of this. No one would think it an advantage to use a 
magnifying lens with print which can quite easily be read without 
it! 

One final word of warning. A microscope should always be lifted 
by the foot, never by the body above the joint. In this latter case, 
the strain of the weight upon the micrometer screw fine adjustment 
may gradually destroy its delicacy of movement. 

Microscope for Higher Wo’rJc . — The microscope described above 
is capable of doing satisfactory work in most departments of 
anatomical botany, and also of being improved by various sub- 
sequent additions ; but for more serious work a better stand, with 
accessory apparatus, should be used. 

A very excellent medium-priced microscope for higher student 
purposes is the Stand Il.a of E. Leitz, of Wetzlar. The work- 
manship and optical appliances of this firm have a very, and de- 
servedly, high reputation ; and we will select this instrument as 
typical of those capable of use for all ordinary forms of higher 
work, and to which additional appliances can at any time be 
supplied. It is represented ^ in Fig. 4. This microscope (Fig. 4) 
has a coarse adjustment by rack and pinion, instead of by sliding- 
tube, and an exceptionally good fine adjustment by micrometer 
screw of delicate construction, situated at the top of the pillar. 
It has a draw-tube, with millimeter divisions engraved upon it. 
Under the stage is an illuminating apparatus on the Abb6 principle, 
with condenser and iris-diaphragm fixed together, so that they can 
be withdrawn for oblique illumination, for which, also, the mirror 
is capable of lateral movements. This illuminating apparatus 

^ For price, etc., see Introduction. In common with foreign microscopes 
generally, the horse-shoe form o! foot is retained, stability being obtained by 
weight rather than by form ; and the jointing of a single vertical pillar as a 
means of inclining the body might with advantage be abandoned for some 
other method of suspension. 
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is moved on the optical axis of the instrament , by means of ,a 
lateral screw showing in the figure,' so that' it can- be focussed upon 
the object in accordance with the thickness of the micro- slide and 
in place of it ordinary .diaphragms can be readily used. , A ring 
under the iris -diaphragm serves for the reception of a cluii or 
coloured glass disk. The mirror is plane on one side (for low 
power work) concave on the other. When using the condenser 
the plane side of the mirror should be used, and the amount of 
light regulated by the iris -diaphragm. For low powers this should 
have its opening contracted, for high powers widened ; if an oil 
immersion lens is used with stained preparations (particularly 
with bacteria), the iris-diaphragm can be left wide open. 

The lenses of Leitz are, for their price, of exceptionally high 
quality. Any eye-pieces or objectives can be purchased, but 
for initial use perhaps the best combination is objectives 3 
( = approximately | inch of English classification) and 6 ( == inch) 
or 7 ( == I inch approximately) ; and eye-pieces Nos. 0, II. and IV. 
Without the use of the draw-tube this then gives the following 
range of magnification: objective 3 and eye-piece 0 = 46 dia- 
meters; 3 and II., 70; 3 and IV., 105 ; 6 and 0, 210; 6 and IL, 
330; 6 and IV,, 480 ; or 7 and 0, 270; 7 and II., 440; 7 and IV., 
625. These objectives work best with the same tube length as 
in the instrument previously described, and the use of the draw- 
tube for further magnification is subject to the same criticisms. 
The double and triple nose-pieces of this firm are also of excep- 
tionally good construction.^ Various supplementary appliances, 
e.g., for drawing, polarisation, etc., or for still higher magnification, 
can be added at any time, as finances allow. 

To plOfCe the Microscope for Work .- — The microscope can be 
used either by solar or artificial light, but wdiere possible the 
former is to be preferred. The microscope is placed opposite to 
a window, and at a distance of about a yard away from it, and in 
such a position that the direct sun's rays do not fall upon it. If 
the direct sun’s rays fall on the window an admirable screen, pro- 
ducing perfect illumination, is provided by a sheet of glazed linen 
between microscope and window; much the same kind of light, 
in fact, as is produced in the ideal illumination from a white cloud. 
If desired the microscope can be used left hand to the light ; but 
front position is preferable. While looking down through the 
microscope, we adjust with the fingers the position and slope of 

^In ordering at the same time nose-piece and objectives, the maker will 
adjust tliem to one another in respect to centre and focal distance. 
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the mirror till the field of view appears bright and equal!}?- lighted. 
If there are initial difficulties, remove the objective, or twist the 
nose-piece crosswise, and adjust the inirror with eye-piece only, 
lithe mirror arm is jointed, see that you do not twist the centre 
of the mirror out of the line of the axis of the instrument.^ 

We will now commence our work. An object-slide or micro- 
slide is wiped clean with a soft cloth, and upon it, by means of a 
thin glass rod, a drop of pure or distilled w^ater is placed. 

Making a Preparation of Potato Starch , — Let us commence 
our study by the aid of a potato-tuber. We cut this through with 
a pocket knife, and transfer a little of the sap which exudes from 
the cut surface into the drop of water by means of the same knife. 
We then cover the drop with a cover-glass. This must also have 
been previously cleaned with special care, which is best done flat 
between the fingers by the aid of pieces of old fine linen or soft 
Japanese writing-paper. This operation is not so simple as it 
seems. If the cover-glasses are thin, they are very easily broken. 
A method I [Ed.] have proved for many years to be least destruc- 
tive for beginners is to slightly damp the thumb and index finger 
of one hand, say the left, place over the hand a piece of linen 
or silk, and push it in between the thumb and finger so as to form 
a fold. Taking the cover-glass by its edges between the thumb 
and finger of the other hand, slip it horizontally into the fold of 
the fabric and bring the covered thumb and finger down upon it — 
one above and the other below — and rub them to and fro on its 
two surfaces. The fabric will cling to the slightly damp fingers, 
and the process becomes easy. Some use little pads between 
which the cover-glass is placed, and the pads then moved about 
over its surface. The cover-glass must be laid on the preparation 
as carefully as possible, so as to exclude air from underneath 
it. Eor laying on, it can be held between the index finger above, 
and a needle (in a holder) underneath. By pressing the thumb-nail 
against the end of the needle-holder, the latter can be gradually 

artificial illumination is used, it will probably be most convenient to 
use the edge of a single -wick paraffin lamp, and to pass the light through a 
blue screen, e.g., such as a saturated solution of acetate of copper, placed 
between lamp and mirror, or a disk of blue glass (provided by the microscope 
maker) placed in a suitable ring between the mirror and the stage. In my 
own laboratory (Univ, Birm.) small Nernst lamps with ground glass spherical 
bulbs are in use, and do well. Some of the new forms of glow lamps, with 
large bulbs and specially prepared filaments (such as the Ediswan “ E.adio.lite " 
lamp) give a beautiful white light, and I have used them with much satis- 
faction. In none of these cases should the filament itself be visible ; and the 
part of the lamp whence light falls upon the eyes will, with advantage, be 
shaded. — [Ed.] 


fHE COMPOUND MldJlOSCOPE. 


9 


.wifelidrawn when, .the, cover touches the water, and this' is geiitl}* 
lowered into its p.iace. " If the drop .is of pro] 3 er size no water will, 
flow out from the side of the cover-glass. The size of the drop 
has usually to be estimated in respect to (1) the size of the cover- 
glass, and (2) the thickness of the preparation to be covered ; but 
in this present case this latter is very small. If water does flow 
Out it can be removed with blotting-paper ; or it is better, indeed, 
to make a second preparation, as most of the grains which we 
wish to observe would be sacked out by the blotting-paper. 

Using the Micro scope . — We now place our preparation on the 
stage of the microscope, so that the object lies over the centre of 
the opening in the stage, and draw out the draw-tube to its proper 
distance. Examining our two objectives, it will be seen that one 
has a shorter body, or setting, and larger front lens, the other a 
longer setting and smaller front lens ; the former is the low power, 
the latter the high power. As we shall see in their use, these two 
lenses are of different focal lengths (and working distances), and 
the length of the setting is so adjusted that when the two are 
screwed into a nose-piece, and slewed round so as to replace one 
another in use, the focussing of each should be approximately 
correct. Let us commence with the low power (| inch), which 
is so constructed as to be focussed upon an object when its front 
lens is at a distance (working distance) from it of about ^ inch, 
with which working distance it will be our first duty to become 
familiarised. Let the tube be lowered by the rack and pinion until 
the front lens of the objective is well within this distance, as judged 
by the eyes from about the level of the stage ; then, while looking 
through the eye-piece, rack the tube up very slowly. Soon the 
position is reached in which the previously invisible object begins 
to show in the form of small grains. If, however, we find that we 
have withdrawn the objective to more than about ^ of an inch 
from the object-slide, without having caught sight of the grains, 
these either do not lie in the field of view of the microscope,^ or 
else we have raised the tube too quickly, so that the rapidly ap- 
pearing and equally rapidly disappearing objects escape untrained 
observation. We will, therefore, try again, racking the tube down, 
as before, while carefully watching its position with the eyes near 
the level of the stage, till it is about ^ inch from the object, and 
then begin anew to raise the tube, more slowly than before, while 

1 A great advantage in the use of potato sap for this preliminary study 
lies in the probability that the starch, grains will be distributed under the 
entire surface of the cover-glass. 
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looking through the eye-piece. If you do not happen to see the 
object itself, the focus may often be approximately found by means 
of specks upon the cover-glass. If we do not succeed in this second 
attempt we may assume that the object does not lie in the field of 
view, which after all is a very limited one ; and we must look for 
it again after altering the position of the object-slide. After some 
attempts the grains at length appear in the field of view, and we 
then discontinue racking the tube, that is, using what we call the 
coarse adjustment, and effect the fine focussing or adjustment by 
means of the micrometer screw (Mg. 3). This we turn in the 
first instance in either direction, but in case the object is made 
thereby more indistinct instead of clearer, we move it in the op- 
posite direction. This adjustment, or focussing, is perfect when 
the figure appears as sharp as possible. In our example of a 
microscope stand (Fig. 3), the micrometer screw is at the upper 
end of the pillar, and this is its usual position. 

Having now found, and carefully focussed upon, the object, 
make exact mental note of what interval there is between objective 
and preparation. As this working distance is a fixed one for the 
objective in question, the more exactly the student remembers it 
the less trouble there will be in subsequent operations. It would, 
indeed, be well to throw the instrument out of focus, and repeat 
the whole process over and over again, in all cases focussing by 
an upward movement of the tube. This method of focussing uf 
is the only safe method for a beginner to adopt ; this cannot be 
too fully insisted upon. It is well from the first to note what 
movement of the milled heads produces focussing up, or the reverse 
(focussing down), noting not merely the direction of movement of 
the milled heads, but the amount necessary to produce a given 
result, comparing in these respects the coarse and the fine adjust- 
ment, and repeating the movements until familiar with them. It 
is well also to practise moving the micro-preparation about the 
stage, by means of the fingers of either hand, or in the first instance 
perhaps of both, so as to realise what is done when its position 
is shifted. Eemember that the magnification you are using will 
represent the number of times the actual movement of the fingers 
is multiplied in the apparent movement of the object ; and you will 
notice at once that the direction of movement is reversed in the 
movements of the image. The student should get accustomed as 
soon as possible to this double phenomenon, multiplied rate of 
movement, and reversal of direction. Control of the hands for the 
small and slow impulses they give to the micro-preparation may be 
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best secured in this way : Lay the finger and thumb of each hand 
upon the stage, lightly resting upon the edges of the micro-sikle 
near the ends, but mainly resting upon the stage itself. When 
moving the slide press the fingers and thumbs upon the stage ; the 
friction will control the extent and rate of movement. 

When the student is quite familiarised with the method of getting 
a micro-preparation into focus with the low power, its working 
distance from the objective, and how to shift the position of the 
preparation so as to place some gi’ain or group of grains in a 
particular part of the field of view, the high foimr can be similaiiy 
studied. We start with the low power in exact focus, and then 
by means of the revolving nose-piece swing it out of position and 
replace by the high power. This latter should now be in approxi- 
mate focus—at a distance, that is, of about inch ^ ; while, as 
already pointed out, if the nose-piece is accurately centred, an 
object placed in the centre of the field of view while under ob- 
servation with the low power should also be somewhere in the field 
of view with the high power.^ If the microscope is not provided 

1 As this actual working distance of the high-power lens is calculated from 
the object itself to the setting of the front lens of the objective, the proportion 
of this distance which is occupied by the cover-glass, i.e., the thickness of 
this latter, is naturally of importance. With the low power this does not 
come into practical consideration. See also the footnote to p. 4, and Intro- 
duction, p. XXX,, footnote 1. 

^ In both these respects, length of setting of the objective and centring 
of the nose-piece, faults will probably be found ; but if nose-piece and objectives 
are purchased at the same time, and the request is made, makers will some- 
times match them properly. It is but natural that defects may be greater in 
the lower-priced instruments ; but the student can himself to some extent 
make the needful corrections. This will be relatively easy for the private 
worker who, in the nature of things, will use the same instrument when 
working ; and will be easy also for the laboratory student in those cases where 
a specific instrument is allotted, and not shared with others. (It would be 
well for this always to be the case, since it gives also a sense of responsibility 
for the safety and proper use of the instrument.) Every microscope has its 
individual peculiarities or defects in construction, greater or smaller. Defects 
m the centring of the nose-piece can be compensated for very easily by fixing 
attention upon some object, or group of objects, situated in the centre of the 
field of view when the high power is in use, and noting what position it 
occupies when the low power is swung on. This particular position in the 
field of view of the low power, then, represents the centre of the high power 
field ; and any object placed in it, while the low power is in use, will be in the 
best position for study when the high power is swung on. For the same 
instrument this correction is a fixed one ; and, since low-power study of any 
preparation always precedes the use of the high power, ability to make it 
gives great advantage to the use by a student of one and the same microscope 
during any definite period of his studies. Defects in the length of the objective 
setting, arising from one being somewhat shorter than it ought to be, may be 
corrected, in gross cases, by placing one or more rings of paper, or preferably 
of glazed silk or linen, upon the shoulder of, the too-short objective, where 
it screws into the nose-piece. But for student purposes there are advantages 
in the high-i^ower setting being slightly too short, since it more easily clears 
mounting fluids, etc., when being swung into use; and with a little very care- 
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with a double nose-piece, it will be necessary to raise the tube 
somewhat, unscrew the low power objective, screw the high power 
in its place, and focus anew by the original method; that is, lower 
the tube till the front of the objective as nearly as possible touches 
the cover-glass, and then focus up, turning the milled heads of the 
rack and pinion with extreme slowness, and looking through the 
tube with intent care. In either case perfect the focussing with 
the micrometer screw fine adjustment, the milled head of which 
will be found at the top of the pillar. It will be readily understood 
that in using rack and pinion with the high power, focussing up is 
of graver importance, even, than with the low power, since the 
working distance is so very small, that overshooting the mark, 
with possibly disastrous results to specimen or objective, can occur 
much more readily. With studious adoption of this method of 
focussing up the student will learn to depend more and more upon 
the coarse adjustment for all excepting the final stage of focussing, 
even with the -J- inch objective, and thus to prolong the working 
life of the fine adjustment. It is well to remember that by wear 
this gradually loses truth and delicacy, so that the student should 
avoid misuse of it ; and above ail avoid getting into the bad habit, 
while observing, of mechanically sawing it backwards and forwards. 
In this same connection it is well to emphasise the advice that, 
in lifting a microscope it should never be grasped by the pillar or 
tube, since this throws the whole weight of the heavy foot upon 
the point of the micrometer screw. 

We assume that the grains have been found and properly focussed 
with the high power ; and before repeating the same kind of practice 
as with the low power (with proportionately greater caution), it 
may be noted that as the magnification of the object is now greater, 
the illumination of the figure appears feebler. It may be possible 
to increase the light by slight adjustment of the mirror ; but in 
attempting this without due caution it will be found very easy to lose 
the light altogether ; in which case we may find if needful to revert 
to the old plan of displacing the objective by setting the nose- 
piece crosswise) and finding the light through eye-piece and tube 
only. For both low and high powers, the amount of light transmit- 
ted through the microscope can be controlled by the diaphragm, 

iul practice, when the same microscope is always in use, it can be determined 
exactly what proportion of a complete turn of the milled heads of the coarse 
adjustment (rack and pinion) is needed to lower the tube to a sufficient degree 
to bring the objective into as. approximately exact a focus as very accurate 
construction of the objective-setting would itself give ; and this method can 
. then always be brought into use. 
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whieb for general purposes should be balf^open, and the aperture 
reduced in case of need. A very little experimentation with the 
diaphragm will soon convince the student that the control of light 
is a very important aid to clear seeing. Light may be strong enough 
to render an object invisible ; and for every case there is a certain 
strength of light at which the details of structure are best seen. 
This is of particular importance when using a sub-stage condenser. 
Light needlessly strong is also injurious to the eyes. 

We now begin the actual study of the micro-preparation. The 
learner should accustom himself, so far as his eyes are equally 
good, to observe with the left eye. The right eye is thus kepti 
free, and can be used in drawing, while he continues to observe 
with the left eye. Many of the drawing prisms and appliances 
for the microscope, moreover, are constructed for left-eye observa- 
tion, and those who work with the right eye should intimate it in 
ordering such drawing prisms. The learner should also keep open 
the eye which is not in use. At first the surrounding objects, 
which are figured in the retina of the eye, will disturb him , but 
he will soon overcome the difficulty of concentrating all his atten- 
tion on the ©ye engaged in observation, and temporarily suspending 
the activity of the other. 

Potato Starch. — We readily recognise that the colourless bodies 
which occupy the field of view of the microscope are solid, and 
that they show lamination. They are starch grains* We slowly 
move the object-slide about in order to find a place where the 
grains are not too crowded, because in such a place it is more 
easy to fix attention upon a single grain. We select for careful 
study a grain which shows lamination with especial clearness. 
As the movement of the object-slide under the microscope appears 
to be reversed, we shall at first find some difficulty when we try 
to place a particular selected grain in the centre of the field of 
view so as to examine to greatest advantage ; and we shall have 
as quickly as possible to accustom ourselves to control the slight 
movement upon which it depends. If we have found a specially 
favourable grain, we may magnify it still more by now removing 
the weak eye-piece and replacing it by a stronger, if we have one. 
If the eye-piece fits at all tightly, hold the tube of the microscope 
firmly while you do this, or the focussing may be altered, and the 
objective possibly forced down on the preparation. With good 
lenses the figure still remains good, although the brightness of it 
and of the field is diminished. We endeavour, so far as possible, to 
obviate this by improved adjustment of the position of the mirror. 
The illumination can be immensely improved by means of a sub- 
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stage condenser, should the microscope be constructed to carry 
one. 

Sometimes after focussing the preparation, or after moving 
it, the figure may be seen to have lost its clearness. In all 
probability this is because some of the mounting fluid from the 
preparation has got upon the lower lens of the objective. This will 
very readily occur if too large a quantity of fluid has been used, 
and some has run out from under the edge of the cover-glass ; or 
if pressure, e.g,, of the objective upon the cover-glass, has forced 
some out. Should this be the case, we must withdraw the tube 
from its sheath, or else remove the objective, or turn the nose- 
piece round ; and, if our supposition is correct, wipe the front lens 
of the objective with a clean and often- washed piece of linen rag, 
or Japanese rice paper, or, better still, rub it with a freshly broken 
surface of a piece of elder pith. 

The starch grains of the potato-tuber attain a comparatively 
large size, and show comparatively clear lamination. The laminas 
are recognisable because, by reason of their varying density, they 

refract the light to differing 
degrees. They are excen- 
trically constructed, as their 
organic centre, or hilum (o 
in A, Mg. 5) is not the geo- 
metrical centre, but lies 
considerably nearer to one 
end. The layers show with 
varyingdegrees of sharpness 
{A ) ; between those more 
strongly can be seen others 
less strongly defined. To- 
wards the surface of the 
grain the layering becomes 
indistinct. For optical 
reasons, and on account 
of its lesser density, the 
organic centre, or hilum, appears somewhat reddish. This is 
clearest when it is hollow, and it then show's either as a reddish 
dot, line, cross, or star with dark outlines. The layers imme- 
diately surrounding the nucleus are developed concentrically; 
soon, however, the excentrieity begins to be produced by the layers 
thinning off towards one end of the grain, or possibly even in 



Fig. 5.— Starch grains from a potato-tuber, A 
simple grain, B half-compound grain, Q and D 
entirely compound grains, c the nucleus ( x 640). 
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some eases disappearing altogetilier. At this iiioi'e feebly developed 
end of the grain, which we will call the anterior eorl, the layering 
is indistinct— the individual grains vary considerably in size, and 
deviate, moreover, from one another- in outer form to a not incon- 
siderable extent, and show the layering with various degrees of 
. sharpness. In the smallest grains the layering is hardly reeog- 
■nisable. ' 

Between the starch grains in most prex^arations will be found 
rounded bodies, which, with a median focus, show a small, round, 
bright centi’e, and a broad, dark margin ; this last is black at its 
inner edge, dark grey outwardly, and interrupted by clear inter- 
mediate rings. These structures are air bubbles j enclosed in tlio 
mounting fluid. Their appearance under the microscope is so 
characteristic that, once known, they can scarcely ever be con- 
fused with other appearances. The rays of light wdiicli pass out 
of the denser medium into the air bubble are, with the exception 
of the central ones, so strongly refracted (or bent) that they 
cannot pass into the objective, and hence the broad dark rim, 
and the comparatively small bright centre. If by turning the micro- 
meter screw right-handedly (as in driving a screw into wood) 
the tube is lowered, ie., focussed down,” so that the under part 
of the air bubble comes into view, the sharpness and brightness 
of the middle disk increases; it diminishes at the same time in 
sixe, while the breadth of the surrounding dark ring increases. If 
the screw is moved in the opposite direction, or ‘‘focussed up/’ in 
order to focus upon the upper part of the air bubble, the middle 
disk enlarges, but loses somewhat in brightness; a grey ring of 
varying degree of brightness arises round it ; the surrounding 
rim becomes at the same time narrower.— You may possibly see 
in the preparation a dark band completely crossing the held of 
view, which represents the rim of a very large patch of air, and 
shows, mutatis mutandis ^ the same changes with focussing up or 
■down. 

Drawing the Object . — If you have found a clearly laminated 
starch grain it should now be drawn. In microscopical observa- 
tion the greatest possible stress is laid upon drawing. By its aid 
we first learn to observe acutely, and many special features of struc- 
ture first become evident to the observer when he concentrates his 
attention upon an object for the purpose of making a representa- 
tion of it. Drawing, therefore, protects from cursory superficial 
observation, enforcing thorough incisive study of the image, and 



16 I. THE COMPOUND MICEOSCOPE — STBUOTUBE OP STAECH. 

sharpens more than any other means our power of observation. 
The learner should first endeavour to represent the object by 
freehand drawing. He may already possess sufficient drawing 
ability for this, but if not can readily acquire by practice the 
needed facility. The object should not be drawn too small, even 
if the observer believes he sees it very small. A correct judgment 
on the size of an object in the field of view of the microscope 
is only attained after long practice, and it is better at first that 
the learner should draw the object too large, in order conveniently 
to include in his drawings all the details. No less important 
is it to provide the individual parts of the figure with suitable 
distinctive terms, and that the name of the plant, the purpose of 
the observation, and the most important conclusions, should be 
clearly noted by the side of the drawing. 

The starch grains of the potato are only slightly flattened, as 
can be easily demonstrated if, while examining, you push care- 
fully with a needle against the edge of the cover-glass, and so set 
the grains rotating. 

Besides the simple grains (as at A, Fig. 5) will be found also, 
after some search, semi -compound grains (as in jB), which 
enclose two, rarely more, organic centres or hilums. Each hilum 
is surrounded by a number of layers peculiar to itself, and both 
together by a smaller or larger number of common layers. Not 
infrequently the two inner systems of layers are separated by a 
cleft, extending as far as the outer, common, layers (B). The 
number of layers peculiar to the single grains, as well as of the 
common layers, varies according to circumstances. 

The completely compound grains, which are found far more 
commonly than are the semi-compound, consist of two (0), less fre- 
quently of three (D), rarely of more than three component grains. 
In contradistinction to the semi-compound grains, the common 
layers are here wanting. The layers are most strongly developed 
in the line connecting the centres of the component grains ; these 
latter, therefore, turn their posterior ends towards, and their 
anterior ends away from, one another. The line of separation 
between two component grains often broadens inwards into a 
cleft. 

For comparison we now put tip a preparation of potato starch 
which has been preserved in an air-dry state, transferring a trace 
of the powder into a drop of water. As the object-slides may 
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vary in tliiekness, it is advisable to raise the tube of the lalcru- 
seope before placing under it a new preparation, though this is 
not, of course, necessary when using a low power. 

As the first preparation will be required again, we placji it in a 
large moist chamber. This moist chamber consists in a deep 
plate (r.p., soup plate) and a bell-glass {or cloche) with knob. On 
the plate stands a zinc frame, such as is described and iigured in 
the Introduction (Fig. 1), and water is poured into the plate till 
the bell- shade has its lower edge quite immersed.^ The prepara- 
tion is laid upon the frame. Before tliis, liowever, we .make sure 
that the drop of water under the cover-glass of the preparation is 
not already partially dry. If this should happen, we place a small 
drop of water on the slide at the edge of the cover-glass, so that 
it may be sucked in by capillarity. We also mark the slide, pre- 
ferably with one of Faber’s coloured pencils which write on glass, 
or upon a scrap of gum-paper attached to the slide, so tiiat the 
preparation may not afterwards be confused with others. 

Upon examination of the new preparation we shall find that 
the lamination of the starch which has been preserved air-dry is 
at least as clear as in the fresh grains. This pireparation also we 
place in the moist chamber. 

Bean Starch . — Now make a preparation of air-dry bean flour 
{Phaseolus vulgaris). The grains (Fig. 6) examined in water 
appear oval or circular; they 
are slightly flattened; a certain 
medium size predominates. The 
lamination is very clear and 
very uniform ; the lamelke show 
% well-nigh equal thickness. The 
hilurn is central, and the struc- 
ture concentric. The hilum of 
gi:ains- examined in water is hollowed, more isodiametric in the 
, rounded, and elongated in the oval forms. From this hollow 
extend radial clefts, which cut through the layers at right angles, 
and, thinning off, reach almost to the peri|>hery of the grain. 

Now lay a trace of this bean flour in pure glycerine instead of 



Fig. 6.— -Starcli grains from the coty- 
ledons of Phaseolm vulgaris { x 540}. 


^ Tliis last precaution (immersion of the rim) is not so essential in the 
relatively moist air of an English room or laboratory. It is most convenient 
to use a soup-plate with regular rim, on which the bell-jar rests closely, and 
pour water into the bottom of the plate. If the preparation has to be kept 
for many hours, greater precautions against drying may be needed. — [Ei>.] 
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in water. In this mountant the starch grains appear on the 
average smaller ; their lamination can scarcely be recognised ; the 
inner hollow and the clefts are wanting. These were formed, 
therefore, as the result of the swelling of the grain under the 
influence of the water. 

Arroivroot Stafch»--~'W est Indian arrowroot, also called in 
short arrowroot,' prepared from the rhizome of various species of 
Maranta, especially of M, arundinacea, is easy to obtain in shops. 
Observed in water, the grains show great similarity to those of 
the potato; but they are usually less clearly and more uniformly 
laminate, somewhat more rounded, on the whole smaller, also 
more uniform in their size. At the position of the hilum is usually 
found a cleft, in the form of a wide-open V. 

Wheat Starch, — Wheat meal shows the layering very badly ; 

as, on the whole, most favourable, we select for observation the 

starch grains of Triticmn durum. We halve the grain of wheat 

with the pocket knife, scrape off a little substance from the cut 

surface, and put it in the drop on the object-slide. The large 

starch grains are circular, discoidly flattened, and regularly 

laminate (Fig. 7, A)\ but the layers are usually difficult to see. 

In many grains they will, however, be 

recognised, as well as the central hilum. 

Occasional grains show also upon their 

surface a beautiful reticulation, more or 

less regular, and occupying only a small, 

„ ^ „ portion of the surface of the grain. This 

Fig. 7. —Wheat starch from . , . . . i 

Tniimm dunom. A, a large, reticulation IS xormed by a network ot 

J3, small grams. small ridges, and, similarly, the meshes 

represent very shallow hollows. As a characteristic appearance, 

there will be fonnd in the preparation, besides the large grains 

and almost without transition sizes, small grains with clear rosy 

hilum, but without recognisable lamination. Several such grains 

are represented at B. In many preparations compound grains 

are not rare; but usually they are sought for in vain, as they 

have fallen into their component grains. 

Oat Siarch.-^We shall best study the starch of the' oat (Avena 
sativa) if we halve an oat grain, taking a little of the contents for 
observation under water. Compound grains are here met with in 
great beauty, as represented in the adjoining figure. The size of 
these compound grains varies, and similarly also the number of 
constituent grains entering into their composition. Fig. 8, A, 
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represeiitis sucli a coinpoiiiKi grain of .meclimii si^e. The iiirl!- 
vidua! coniponenfe grains appear ■poiygoBalj separated from one 
another by clear-looking boundary lines* 

Amongst the great grains ai'e seen small 
ones, also compound, down to such as con- 
sist of but two component grains ; lastly, 
also, quite simple ones, and besides these, 
also numerous angular grains which .A ‘ B 

arise drom the breaking dowm of the large s.— O at starch from 

. 1 • ,1 Amm saliva. ^1, a eom- 

eompounci grams m making the prepara- poimd grain; its com- 
tion. Amongst compound grains, a certain grams (.x ^, 40 ). 

medium size, somew-here about our Fig. 8 A, is met with b\' far the 
most commonly. Lamination is not visible in this object ; the 
liilum is only indicated in exceptional cases. 

Starch Grains of Bujjhorbia.—Oi altogether peculiar appear- 
ance are the starch grains in the latex (milk) of the Eiiphorbiaceae. 
A piece of the fresh stem of a spurge is cut off and the cut surface 
is immersed in a drop of water which we have ready upon the 
obj ect- slide ; the latex which flows out from the cut surface 
mingles wdth the drop. We can, for example, select for study 
a very widely-spread garden weed, the sun-spurge {Euphorbia 
helioscopia). In the latex, which appears distributed in the water 
as small drops, like an emulsion, we shall see isolated small rod- 
like bodies (Fig. 9). These are the starch grains in question. 
They appear pretty strongly refractive ; lami- 
nation is indicated only in the most 
favourable cases ; sometimes a longitudinal 
cleft is recognisable in the interior of the 
grain. The size of the rods varies some- 
what ; many of them are slightly swmllen in 
the middle. — Much more beautifully-formed 
grains of this kind are found in tropical 

® . r'lG. y. — SStarcjli grains 

Fjuphorbias. For examination we can choose from the latex of Euphorbia 

Euphorbia splendens, or E. Jacquinmflora i x M). 

(preferably the former), both of w^hich are commonly grown in plant 
houses for the sake of the brilliant scarlet bracts surrounding the 
inflorescence ; and make the preparation in the same way as stated 
above. The starch grains which we now see (Fig. 10) are generally 
in the form of bones, wdth slightly enlarged ends ; others may be 
shaped like rods, and still others have greatly enlarged ends, like 
dumb-bells, and in the swollen parts often permit something of 
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more take potato starch, place a drop of the reagent (o*0 or 10-0 
per cent, solution) against the edge of the cover-glasSj and await 
its entrance. The action must take place quite gradually, if it is 
to be instructive. We then notice, at the first moment of the 
action, that the lamination shows up more clearly ; quickly, 
however, disappearing, while the grain increase in size. During 
this enlargement, which proceeds wdth more or less regularity, 
the hilum of the starch grain hollows out considerably, upon 
which the wall of the weaker side, that towards the anterior end 
of the grain, sinks into the hollow. Later on the regularity of 
the phenomenon disappears altogether, and the grain enlarges 
into a mass of considerable volume, and as clear as glass, the 
limits of which are ultimately scarcely recognisable. — In some 
respects it is an advantage in this reaction to use one of the 
preparations which has been stained pretty deeply with iodine. 
The potash destroys the colour, but it persists long enough to 
enable the swelling of the grains to be more easily followed. 

Swelling by Heat . — Lastly we can endeavour by warming the 
preparation to cause the starch to swell, a method which is, 
indeed, in use in making paste. The preparation is warmed over 
a spirit or gas flame, without allowing it to boil, and taking care 
to replace by fresh water that which evaporates. If .a tempera- 
ture of about 70° 0. (160 ¥.) is reached, the grains will be found 
to be swrollen just as by the potash method. In this reaction, 
also, it is of advantage to treat the starch previously with iodine. 
According to the extent of heating the colour fades or disappears, 
though it may reappear on cooling.*— In order to determine with 
accuracy the temperature at which starch swells, the preparation 
must be warmed upon a heating microscope stage. 

Polarisation , — If a polariscope should happen to be at our 
disposal it will enable us to get an instructive insight into the 
character and physical structure of starch grains. A polariscope 
consists of two parts, known as polariser and analyser respectively, 
each of which consists essentially in a prism of Iceland spar 
C' NicoFs prism”) ; the former is placed belovr the stage so that 
the light passes through it before entering the object. The latter 
is placed above the object, being either interposed between 
objective and eye-piece, or passed over the latter like a cap. If 
a preparation of potato starch be placed on the stage in polarised 
light, i.e., with the prisms of the analyser and polariser crossed 
by partially rotating one of them, the field of view is darkened^ 
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and the grains show a characteristic more 'or less, symmelrica! 
(according to the symmetry of the grain) dark Maltese cross upon 
a bright ground, the intersection of the arms of the cross, being at 
the, organic centre, the hilum of the grain. If the analyser be 
rotated the cross will also simultaneously rotate. The grains are 
therefore doubly refractive, which is taken to indicate a crystalline 
character, — that the grains are of the nature of sphaero-crjstals, 
.each lamina being composed of .needle-shaped crystals radially 
arranged. 

General Ohservations on Starch . — In our subsequent plant 
studies we shall come across starch grains in many forms ; but it 
will be well to realise that these grains of comparatively large 
size and more or less distinct lamination are associated with 
places where starch is accumulated as a reserve store of food. In 
growing structures generally, in leaves and so forth, starch grains 
are small, but always to be readily recognised by the iodine 
reaction, though in some cases it may need to be aided by some 
process which brings about slight swelling, e.g., very dilute potash, 
slight warming, or other processes to be learned hereafter. Or 
if the section in which the starch is be thin, a concentrated 
solution of iodine in potassium iodide will stain the smallest 
grains a very deep, practically a black, colour, so that they stand 
out distinctly amidst the brown protein substances. 

In the processes of germination starch undergoes changes, 
being gradually converted into glucose or maltose, and then 
dissolved. In the living plant this probably takes place from 
without inwards, the solution either being regular, or local 
corrosion goes on so that surface hollows, or pits, or even fine 
canal-like openings extending even to the centre of the grain, are 
formed. Such corroded grains may be found occasionally in 
germinating seeds or potatoes, or may be produced by the action 
upon starch of a solution containing a special body, called 
‘‘ diastase This solution may be prepared by an aqueous solu- 
tion of commercial diastase with about *05 per cent, of citric acid 
added, or by dissolving a little malt extract in water ; for diastase 
is contained in, and can be extracted in large quantity from, 
malt or germinating barley. Starch grains which are thus being 
changed in the processes of germination lose in part or wholly 
the power of taking a blue coloration with iodine ; they may 
show a partial or more complete red coloration, or even a nearly 
pure yellow colour* In this latter case we have what is called 
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a starch skeleton,” which may show the size and form of the 
original grain, and even stratifications, but in which its chemical 
constitution has been very greatly altered. 

With this we close our first Lesson. Before we put the 
microscope on one side we carefully clean, in the manner before 
described, the objectives and eye-glasses, together with any other 
pieces of apparatus that we have used. Instead of again replacing 
the microscope in its cabinet, we prefer to place it under a glass 
beli-jar, which latter, in order to protect the instrument as much 
as possible from dust, can have its lower edge standing on felt or 
surrounded with a ring of chenille, such as is commonly used with 
glass shades for covering ornaments. Eemember to lift the micro- 
scope by its foot, not by pillar or tube. 

Note on the Care of the Microscope (by Mr, Ernst Leitz). 

Dust is a disturbing element which makes itself soon noticeable. By turning 
the eye-pieces round or moving the specimen the seat of the obstruction is easily 
ascertained. 

The condition of the objectives may be examined by holding them at some 
distance from the eye against a window. The small image of the window seen 
in the lens should be perfectly clear. A hand-lens of low power is particularly 
useful for examining lens surfaces. 

Dust is removed from the lens surfaces by means of a fine dry camel-hair 
brush and by blowing lightly while brushing. If this will not remove the dust 
the lens surfaces may be breathed upon and gently wiped with a clean soft piece 
of linen. Particles of dirt adhering very firmly should be removed with linen 
damped with alcohol or xylol. 

When examining objects treated with chemical reagents great care must be 
taken that they do not come in contact with the lens surface. Should this 
nevertheless happen the lens should at once be rinsed in water and carefully 
wiped. The use of very large cover-glasses is the best means of preventing such 
occurrences. 

No fruitless attempts should he made to obtain lower powers by unscrewing 
the mounts of the objectives. 

Before and after using the microscope it is wise to inspect the lenses and 
eye-piece and to clean them forthwith if necessary. 

The stand too requires some attention. Its rack and pinion, micrometer 
screw and other important parts should occasionally be carefully cleaned and 
sparingly lubricated with oil which is perfectly free from acid,' such as pure 
bone-oil (best jeweller’s oil), nowand then cleansing the oiled parts with benzine. 

The stand is best cleaned with a soft piece of chamois leather. Canada 
balsam, immersion oil, etc,, is removed with Japanese paper with xylol, but on 
no account should alcohol be used for cleaning lacquered parts. It is also well 
when wiping the stand to follow the grain of the lacquer. 

Separate cloths should be kept for the objectives, eye-pieces and the stand, 
in a dust-proof receptacle. It is a bad habit to use ordinary pocket-handker- 
chiefs. 

With proper care and attention to these hints there is no reason why a 
microscope should not preserve its fine optical qualities and elegant appearance 
for many years, if not for a life-time. * . , 
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RESERVE STUFFS IN SITU— ALB URONE GBAESTS— PROTEIN 
CRYSTALS— FAT OILS— MOUNTING OF PERMANENT PRE- 
PARATIONS. 

Pbincipal Matekials Used. 

Bipe Peas. 

Grains of Wheat. 

Seeds of Lupinus (Lupin), 

Seeds of Eicinus communis (Castor oil). 

Sections of the same hardened for twenty-four hours in alcohol. 

Pbincipal Ebagents, etc., Used. 

Glycerine iodine — Alcoholic borax-carmine — Millon’s reagent — Iodine- 
green, or Methyl-green — Magenta — Olive oil — Glacial acetic acid — 
Eosin-— Logwood" -1 per cent, osmic acid— Tannin—Perrous siilpliate 
solution — Xylol — Canada balsam. 

The Pea, Section-Gutting . — We first of aii study the Pea 
{Pismn sativum), A ripe seed is halved by a sharp pocket-knife,, 
and in such a manner that the two fleshy cotyledons are cut 
across ; smooth the surface and then take from it a thin cross 
section with a sharp, hollo w»ground razor. On the subject of 
section-cutting with the razor the following points can be 
noted: 1. The cut surface should be moistened before cutting 
the section, usually with w^ater, but in this case with glycerine, 
since the preparation suffers in water, and we shall observe it in 
glycerine. 2. The first section is not to be used, as the tissue 
here would be too much injured by the pocket-knife. 3. In sucli 
resistant tissues as that of the pea only very small and exceedingly 
thin sections ought to be taken, as the edge of the razor would 
be very easily notched. If the razor has gone too deeply into tlie 
tissue, and it is seen that the resistance to its progress increases, 
it is better to withdraw the razor, rather than force it to the end 
of its cut. 4. Unless the investigation requires it, it is advisal)lG 
not to commence the section with the outer surface of the object 
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but rather to lay the razor on the cut surface, as thus a far 
firmer support is obtained for getting a thin section. 5. In order 
to get a really good section, that is one in which the individual 
elements of the tissue are not torn, the razor must not merely be 
pressed with its edge against the object, but at the same time 
drawn across it. It is well, therefore, in order to cut as freely as 
possible, to accustom yourself not to rest the thumb of the cutting 
hand upon the other hand. Instead of this, both hands can with 
advantage be rested against the breast, because lateral movement 
of the cutting hand is not hindered thereby. The side of the 
razor-blade should be laid on the index-finger of the hand 
supporting the object. 6. As it is difficult to hold so small an 
object as a half pea, especially when it is also so hard, sufficiently 
firmly between the fingers, it is recommended to use for the 
purpose the small hand-vice described in the Introduction. The 
half pea is therefore fixed sufficiently deeply in this, 7. It is 
not advisable to be satisfied with a single section, but to take a 
considerable number, in order to make choice of the best. The 
razor must be stropped from time to time upon a suitable strop. 
Those with a firm backing are preferable to the loose strap-shaped 
ones. The mode of sharpening razors upon a stone would be best 
learned from an instrument maker. It is, however, of great 
importance to bear in mind that the hollow-ground ” razors so 
much used should taper off uniformly to the edge, and that the 
grinding of a supplementary facet upon this edge should never be 
permitted. Barber-sharpened razors are very liable to this.^ 

few more practical hints on the subject of section-cutting by hand 
may be of use to beginners. The object to be out should be held pretty 
firmly between the thumb and index-finger of the left hand, the index-finger 
being held as nearly as possible horizontally, and slightly bent, the thumb 
likewise very slightly bent, and with the joint depressed below the level of the 
finger, in order to ensure its safety , should the razor slip. In holding the 
object to be cut, the side of the tip of the index-finger should be rather higher 
than that of the tip of the thumb ; the razor being then grasped firmly but 
not stiffly, the blade held quite flat and horizontal, the edge towards the 
body ; the index-finger of the left hand will serve as a table, on which the 
blade will fie, and thus be greatly steadied. The section should be cut by 
a single forward and lateral movement of the blade. With all objects which 
will bear it, the razor-blade may float with alcohol on its upper side, and the 
object should be similarly wetted ; otherwise the object, as here, may be kept 
moist with water, or hard objects with glycerine. For this purpose two 
“wash-bottles” are a saving of time — one for distilled water, the other for 
etlcohoL— -[E d.] 
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The section selected should be obseryed in glycerine, either 
concentrated or diluted with about one4hird distilled water. 
Pure water should not be used, as it guicldy sets up pheiioinena 
of disorganisation in the ground substance of the cells. The 
transfer of the section from the razor to the glass-slide is best 
made with a fine camel-hair brush. . The section is removed by 
pressing the brush upon it and sliding it off from the blade. If 
it adheres to a sufficiently broad surface of the brush, curling” 
of the section will be prevented ; curling occurs very easily, on 
the other hand, if the section is taken directly by its edge witli 
the tweezers and so transferred. The section adhering to the 
brush is immersed flat in the drop on the glass-slide, and the 
brush withdrawn side^vays with a simultaneous twisting move- 
ment. If it is desired to turn a section over when on the object- 
slide, press the brush down on the object-slide so that it is in 
contact with the edge of the section, and then begin to turn it 
over away from the section. In this way the section will be very 
easily drawn upon the upper surface of the brush, and can then 
be turned over with it. Other similar ‘‘dodges’^ will soon be 
acquired in practice. After every time of use the brush must be 
most carefully washed in water. Very small or stiff sections can 
be readily lifted on a needle. Flattened needles, slightly bent, 
can also be used with advantage. 

The Pea, The Cell and its Enchswes — Examine the section 
of pea first with a low power 
to get a general idea of its 
nature, and to select the 
best place for study; then 
change to a stronger power. 

It proves to be a tissue 
composed of rounded cells. 

At the places where three 
such cells adjoin one another 
a triangular intercellular 
space (i) filled with air is 
present. The air appears 
black, like the edge of the 

air bubbles previously de- fm. n.-From the cotyledons of tlie Pea. 
scribed: here it naturally cell wall ;i, interoellnlar space ;<««, starch ; 

, , ,1 p i? ahixirone grains; jt, ground substance; ■«, nuc- 

must show the lorm OI the lens. This last is shown by acetic metliyl green 

space, since it fills it. The ^ ^ 
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wall of the cells (m) is pretty thick. In the adjoining figure the 
three middle cells are completely, the surrounding ones only 
partially, represented. In each cell can be seen the large starch 
grains {am), and with some care also the small grains {al) which 
lie between them. These small grains are, on their part, embedded 
in a very finely granular ground substance {p), From thin 
parts of the section many starch grains will have fallen out; a 
hollow^ of similar form and size in the granular mass will indicate 
these places. The small grains are aleurone or protein grains ; 
they lie in the ground substance of the cell. If we run iodine 
solution, best in the form of glycerine iodine, into the preparation, 
the coloration which ensues gives us immediate information as 
to the indivicnal constituents of the cells. The drop of iodine 
solution is placed at the edge of the cover-glass ; as, however, 
the iodine solution diffuses very slowly in the glycerine, and it is 
not our present purpose to study the progress of the reaction, we 
accelerate it a little by slightly raising the edge of the cover-glass 
with a needle, and so facilitate the mixture of the iodine with the 
glycerine. A second needle placed at the same time against the 
opposite edge of the cover-glass prevents it from slipping. The 
starch grains colour blue to violet ; the aleurone grains and the 
ground substance yellow. If sections of pea are laid in a drop of 
alcoholic borax-carmine solution, in a very short time the ground 
substance, and also almost simultaneously the aleurone grains, 
are stained dark red; the starch grains remain colourless. The 
reaction becomes especially striking if, after the section is 
thoroughly soaked in the carmine solution, this is replaced by 
dilute glycerine or by water. This is done by sucking out the 
carmine solution by a piece of blotting-paper placed at one edge 
of the cover-glass, while at the same time the water or dilute 
glycerine is run in under the opposite edge. If a section is 
placed in Milloii's reagent, the starch grains swell very strongly, 
and become unrecognisable ; aleurone and ground substance are 
immediately disorganised ; the disorganised mass, ho^vever, after 
some time, takes on a characteristic brick-red colour. If still 
another section is laid in watery iodine green or methyl green, 
after a short time there appears in each cell, between the other 
constituents, a greenish-blue spot of rather indefinite outline. 
This spot is the Nucleus {n). The other constituents of the cell 
have not stained ; the starch grains are just a little swollen (they 
show radial clefts, which are wanting in glycerine), and the aleu- 
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rone grains also have increased in size, and- appear as if porous or 
even hollow. We recognise, therefore, in iodine green and methyl 
green reagents which in the x^'esent case constitute specific siaias 
■for nuclear substance. Simultaneously, it is true, the ceil- waliis 
also colour somewhat, but this does not diminish the value of 
these dyes as reagents for nuclear staining. The cell-walls appear 
of a beautiful bright-blue colour, and, as the result of are 
traced out in the glycerine preparations much more readily than 
before. The intercellular spaces also stand out more sharply. 
The figure becomes still more beautiful if to watery iodine- green 
solution we add a little fuchsin (magenta) until the previously 
blue colour becomes distinctly violet, and then treat the section 
with the mixture. As before the nucleus and cell-wall stain a 
beautiful blue, but the aleurone grains and ground substance 
a deep red. If a small drop of this double stain be mixed on the 
slide with a large drop of glycerine, and the section then laid in 
it, the staining proceeds as above but much more feebly ; the 
aleurone grains, however, by way of compensation, are not 
injured in the reaction. 

In the brown reaction with iodine, the accumulation of stains, 
and the brick-red colour from Millon’s reagent, we have become 
acquainted with the most important means whereby to recognise 
under the microscope alburrllnous bodies 5 for to these belong 
aleurone grains as well as cytoplasm and nucleus. The substance 
of the nucleus shows a specially strong affinity for certain stains. 
The constituents of protoplasm (cytoplasm, nucleus, chroma- 
tophores), are, however, in general only feebly stained when in the 
living state, and that only by cej-tain stains ; a notable accumula- 
tion of colour only occurs after death, though in many eases 
death may be brought about by the influence of the stain itself or 
of the medium in which it is dissolved. Aleurone grains, whicli 
are composed of inactive protein matter, take the stain with pro- 
portional rapidity. These aleurone grains consist chiefly of 
vitellin. 

Endosperm of lVheat.--A grain of wheat {Triticum milgare) 
can be recommended as a second object of study. The gi-ain is 
first halved (across) with a pocket-knife, then the half fixed in a 
small hand-vice in order to have sections taken from it. This 
time it is desirable so to take the sections that a piece of the skin 
also is present on them. Before cutting, moisten the surface 
with glycerine, and observe the section in the same fluid (Fig. 12). 
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The is formed of dead cells pressed closely together (;p), 

and represents the combined pericarp of the fruit and spermo- 

derm of the seed • under 



preparation, or, to use the common phrase, how to permanently 
‘‘mount’' a preparation. We will employ at first the simplest 
method of preparation, which gives a very satisfactory result, 
and enclose the section in glycerine-jelly. Place upon the object- 
slide so much of this jelly-like substance as we believe will suffice 
to form a drop. Then warm the slide slowly over the flame of a 
spirit-lamp, till the jelly has become fluid. It is very easy to 
take too much glycerine- jelly; if so a little can be removed, when 
fluid, with blotting-paper. In order to be able to choose a suit- 
able quantity of jelly it is good to melt a quantity, and pour it 
out to harden in a thin layer on a plate ; then with a sharp knife 
cut it into tiny cubes of various sizes. These can be kept in 
a closed bottle ready for use. If the jelly is taken each time 
from the original bottle, a needle will serve to cut out a suit- 
able scrap. When, in time, the surface of the jelly gets much 
broken, the whole may be remelted by plunging the bottle into 
hot water, so as to remove the entangled air. Under any cir- 
cumstances the selection of a piece of suitable size requires 
judgment, the necessary size varying with the size of the cover- 
glass to be used and the thickness of the section to be enclosed. 
— ^The section is then laid in the melted drop, and a cover-glass 
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placed over it. It is advisable first-, to warm the cover-glass a 
little, as otherwise air-bubbles will easily remain in the prepara- 
tion, and for similar reasons it is desirable not to place the cover- 
glass on quite flatly, but with a slight lateral movement. If, in 
spite of this, air-bubbles are enclosed, the glass-slide can be 
warmed a little, and by careful laising of the cover-glass en- 
deavour to bring the air-bubbles to one side. If the air-bubbles 
are not so placed as to interfere with the sections, removing them 
is not essential. If several sections are placed in the same drop 
they should be dispersed in it. No doubt it will often happen 
that, in laying the cover-glass npon them, the sections come into 
contact with or even overlie one another, and then if the cover- 
glass is raised on one side to secure order, a contrary result is 
often produced. Another comparatively simple method is there- 
fore employed. By warming the glass-slide, make the drop as 


fluid as possible, and then, without lifting the cover-g 

in a hair from one side, and with this hair 

to be adjusted, an operation which is usu^Jp^"^'^^ 

covering with the cover-glass it is, abow 

sure with the aid of a lens that 

have found access to the drop of 


be removed with a needle, V 
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The preparation must now be labelled, preferably at both ends 
of the glass-slide. This may be done with gummed squares of* 
paper, upon which must be written at least the name of the 
plant, the nature of the object, the direction of the section, if 
it be one, the medium in which it is preserved, any staining 
material used, and the date. A preferable method, however, is to 
use thin cardboard labels, made, for example, from Goodall’s thin 
Bristol boards, and in size about the breadth of the glass-slide by 
about I or f inch. These can be cemented on to the slide by 
means of any one of the numerous forms of glass-cement, such as 
coaguline, mend-all, etc. A quantity of slides can be prepared 
atone time. The card-labels are cemented on both ends of the 
slide, and these are tied into bundles to dry under pressure. 
This method is very economical for keeping preparations, as 
all those of a similar kind can be tied into a bundle, with 
""mlain s^lide over the uppermost, through which its label will 
"^"Qiiqparations preserved in glycerine do not then 
'%aK^closed with Canada balsam, provided the 
j 'that little glycerine is used. If it is 

with gum, it is best to cover each 
^ ^ip of gummed paper, the ends of 
*‘’de, and fasten the card-label on 
eadily spring away from the 
' upon glass, without danger 
grams of 
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stance lies between them, more ground substance can be observed 
against the w’alis of the cells. The walls of the cells are very 
Btrongiy thickened and pitted, a structure which we shall, how- 
ever, stud}' later upon a more favourable object. In iodine- 
glycerine the grains take a beautiful golden-yeiiow colour ; in 
alcoholic borax-carmine they soon become red. 

Aletrrone Grains and Crystalloids of Bicimis, — In the next 
place we will take the seed of the castor-oil plant (Bicmus ctmi- 
viunis), from which we first remove the shell-like testa, then cut 
the kernel across, and make preparations from it just as above. 
Tlie tissue of the endosperm is capital material to cut ; it contains 
very much fat oil, and need not be moistened. — We will first 
examine sections in olive oil. The aleurone grains distributed in 
the cells of the endosperm appear in the form of small ovate 
bodies (Fig. 13). The narrower end of the grain is marked by a 
small rounded body, which 
appears as if hollow, be- ^ A 

cause it is less highly re- 
fractive than the olive oil. 

This body is called the 
globoid ; it is mineral, and 
it consists essentially of a 
double phosphate of lime 
and magnesia. The other 
constituents of the grain 

appear coiouiless, pietty viewki in water ; B, single aleurone 

highly refractive, occasion- grains seen in olive oil ; g, the globoid ; /c, the 
^ , , protein crystal ( X 540). 

?dly more or less angular. — 

We examine other sections in water. The globoids of the 
aleurone grains are now more highly refractive, and we can 
definitely see that they are solid bodies (Fig. 13). Each 
aleurone grain encloses one, rarely more, protein crystal, or 
crystalloid* The aleurone grains are embedded in a ground 
substance which is rich in oil. The water in which the sections 
are lying soon begins to displace the oil from the ground sub- 
stance ; this latter is gradually disorganised ; great masses of oil 
collect upon and around the section. These in part cling to the 
object and to the glass, and have an irregular form, in part lie free, 
and then are spherical Most of them appear lurbid with numerous 
vacuoles. If the microscope be adjusted to an optical secjiion of such 
an oihdrop, it appears bright grey, and is bounded by a narrow black 

3 



Fig. 13. — From the endosperm of Meinm 
colourless pretty ^ the CTclo.spenn with its 
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rim. If the tube be lowered, the black rim disappears, and the 
disk shows a somewhat brighter contour. If the tube be raised, 
the black riin. becomes, on the other hand, broader. The oil- 
drops show, therefore, exactly opposite appearances to those 
which we saw on p. 15 were exhibited by air-bubbles. Air is less 
highly, oil more highly, refractive than water ; hence their oppo- 
site relations ; and these relations should be carefully noted for 
future use. 

If we run absolute alcohol under the cover-glass of the 
preparation of Eicinus which we have placed in water, the 
preparation will clear '' somewhat ; and, simultaneously, the 
protein crystals in the aleurone grains come out very sharply. 
They are now so ciearl}^ defined that this method of manipulation 
is recommended in order to study their form — tetrahedral 
hemihedra of the regular system. With longer action of the 
alcohol, the oil-drops disappear more and more, as castor oil, in 
contradistinction to other fat oils, is miscible with absolute 
alcohol. 

Now make another preparation of Bicimts seed, lay it on the 
glass-slide in a drop of glacial acetic acid, and cover it with a 
cover-glass. The protein crystals swell quickly and disappear 
in the aleurone grains ; these latter increase considerably in 
volume, the globoids show up very clearly in each aleurone 
grain. Oil drops are, however, not visible, because castor oil, 
again an exception to the rule, mixes with glacial acetic acid. 
Apart from this case absolute alcohol and glacial acetic acid, 
because normally they either not at ail or but slightly dissolve 
fat oils, while on the other hand they are solvents of ethereal 
oils, are the best reagents for the purpose of distinguishing 
between these two classes of oil under the microscope. Of 
ethereal oils, the terpenes dissolve somewhat less easily than the 
others in both the above reagents. Chloroform and ether dissolve 
fat and ethereal oils equally .—To a preparation mounted in water 
run in alcannin tincture (aikanet root) diluted with water. The 
oil masses soon accumulate the colour and stain reddish-brown, 
a reaction which ethereal oils and also resins alike show. 

Beactions of Proteids , — Aleurone grains of Bicimis and other 
plants form excellent material for the study of the general 
reactions of protein substances. Aleurone grains do not always 
contain ei\closures, as a comparison of L^tpimis and Eicinus 
(above) will show ; we can therefore distinguish the general body 
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substance of the grain from the protein enclosures. The body 
substance of a protein grain consists of proteids of various degrees 
of solubility* In many seeds, as in the Paeoiiy, the grains are 
wholly soluble in water * sections of such seeds would need to be 
examined in glycerine, or in alcohol, or other non-watery reagent ; 
and if water be then drawn under the cover-glass, their gradual 
solution may be observed. Other grains are only partly soluble, 
or are wholly insoluble, in pure water, but these insoluble parts, 
or grains, can be dissolved by dilute caustic soda (1-2 per cent, 
solution). Some methods of permanent preparation of stained 
sections are based upon the fact that the grains can be made 
insoluble, as, e,g,^ by treatment for a few hours with alcoholic 
solution of picric acid, or of corrosive sublimate. This body 
substance of the grain is bounded externally, and also internally 
if there be enclosures, by a thin pellicle composed of a more 
insoluble form of protein matter, which is made very visible by 
the solution of grain and enclosures. The crystalloids are never 
soluble in water, and on the partial solution of the aleurone 
grains in this they show up very clearly. They have about the 
same refractive characters as glycerine, and hence (unless stained) 
are not usually visible in this or in alcohol as a monntant. They 
are soluble in dilute caustic potash. 

The crystalloids can be well stained with eosin, particularly 
if the sections have been previously fixed by soaking for at least 
twelve hours in concentrated alcoholic solution of corrosive 
sublimate, and the sublimate washed out with alcoholic solution 
of iodine of a dark sherry-brown colour ; but if this is not care- 
fully done needle- or sphere-crystals of the sublimate may be 
formed, A solution of eosin in absolute alcohol is used and 
allowed to act for a few minutes. The section can then be put 
up as a permanent preparation, in Canada balsam, in the manner 
detailed below, when the ground substance will be seen to be 
stained dark red, and the protein crystal yellow, while the globoid 
is nearly colourless. 

Logwood (Haematoxylin) added in small quantity to a pre- 
paration in glycerine stains the protein crystals and aleurone 
grains a beautiful violet. The protein crystals come out very 
beautifully if the section is laid in a drop of 1 per cent, osmic 
acid ; they gradually take on a brownish tint. Or an even better 
result is obtained by first hardening the sections, and removing 
the oil, by at least twenty-four hours in alcohol, then placing 
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them in dilute watery solution of tannin for about ten minutes, 
and then, after careful washing in water, treating with a 2 per 
cent, solution of osmic acid. After washing out the osmic acid 
the preparations may be put up in glycerine or in glycerine- 
jelly. The crystalloids are permanently stained browm (tannate 
of albumen). By the same reagent (osmic acid) the oil, if 
not removed, is slowly blackened — a peculiarity which fat oils 
have in common with ethereal oils ; this reaction is, however, 
not characteristic, as many other organic substances become 
blackened by osmic acid. Or, after hardening, place for about 
an hour in a 25 per cent, watery solution of tannin, wash in 
water, and then the sections may be placed for an hour in 10-20 
per cent, solution of ferrous sulphate, again washed, and mounted 
in Canada balsam. The crystalloids are then a deep-blue colour. 

Mo2C7itmg m Gmiada Balsam , — To mount a preparation suc- 
cessfully in Canada balsam requires special preliminary treat- 
ment. It must be remembered that no trace of water must be 
introduced into Canada balsam; hence perfect dehydration of 
the section becomes necessary. There are usually, indeed, three 
stages in the method of mounting a preparation in this mountant ; 
dehydration, replacing the dehydrant by some fluid which is 
perfectly miscible with Canada balsam, and the mounting itself. 
Dehydration is usually effected by alcohol. In the present 
instance, though the material had been placed for a time in 
alcohol, stains more or less watery may have been used ; it will, 
however, suffice to place the section for a few minutes in absolute 
alcohol to secure dehydration ; but it will be readily understood 
that no section coloured with a stain which, like magenta or most 
of the aniline dyes, is soluble in alcohol, can be treated in this 
way, for the colour will, of course, be more or less completely 
dissolved out. Sections stained with these cannot therefore be 
dehydrated in this (the ordinary) manner. Hereafter one may 
wish to mount in Canada balsam very watery preparations the 
direct transfer of which to strong or absolute alcohol may lead to 
shrinkage or collapse, so that gradual dehydration becomes neces- 
sary. Various processes are in vogue; a very simple one, and 
one I [Ed.] have found quite effective, and relatively economical, 
is to place the sections in a 10 per cent, solution of alcohol, made 
by adding 4| c.c. water to c.o. absolute alcohol ; then at intervals 
of a few minutes each removing with a pipette about 1 c.c. of the 
mixture then adding 1 c.c. absolute alcohol ; when you have done 
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this nine or ten times, tlie mixture (wMcli- will then be about a 
90 per cent, alcohol) can be reniovecl with the pipette as com- 
pletely as possible, and absolute aleohoL added. 'For the sake 
of economy at each stage up to the last the strongest metln latod 
spirit may be nsed without any very serious reduction in the per- 
centage strength of the mixture,^ but it is well then after tlie 
complete , removal of the, last stage of mixture -as above to first 
add pure methylated spirit; then pipette it off and add abso- 
lute alcohol* If the dehydration be naiurally very complete, 
as for example with alcohol material dyed with an alcohol stain, 
the prejiaration may usually be transferred direct to Canada 
balsam ; usually, however, the replaoeme^it of the dehydrant is 
desirable. This is best effected with xylol (or oil of cloves may be 
used). Xylol is very sensitive to the smallest traces of water, 
which would make the preparation milky, and hence more or 
less opaque; previous dehydration must therefore be complete. 
Milkiness is best observed against a black backgi’ound, and, if 
present, the section must again be placed in absolute alcohol, 
and once more in xylol. Ymkillj, moujiting consists in trans- 
ferring the preparation to a solution of Canada balsam in 
turpentme or in xylol as thick as treacle, and covering with a 
cover-glass. This will in time set hard ; but it is preferable 
when quite set to run a line of gold size round the edge of 
the cover-glass, overlapping it as little as possible. This last 
precaution is quite necessary if at any time an oil-immersion 
lens is to be used, since Canada balsam is soluble in the immersion 
oil. Further notes on mounting will be found in Chapter YIIL 

Protein-crystals in Brazil-mit — Protein-crystals of extraordinary beauty, 
and showing readily all the usual protein reactions, will be found in the oily 
endosperna of these well-known seeds of Bertholletia excelsa. The sections are 
very easy to make. They should be laid in water, and absolute alcohol run 
in, when the protein-ciystals will show very clearly. The fat oil in this case 
is not materially affected by alcohol. It also remains unaltered on the addition 
of acetic acid, while the protein -crystals soon dissolve. In 1 per cent, osmic 
acid the crystals show up very clearly. These crystals are so large that they 
can be seen with relatively low magnification, and their form studied. Near 
the crystal lies a globoid, in this case always in the form of an irregular 
aggregate of rounded bodies. The ground substance is very rich in fat, and 
gradually becomes black with the osmic acid. The granular contents of the 
aleuron-grains also soon become darkly coloured, while the crystals themselves 
only slowly stain yellow. The crystals are optically uniaxial, and belong to 
the hexagonal system, 

^ A percentage table will be found in Appendix III, 
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PBOTOPLASM—PEOTOPLASMIC MOVEMENTS— THE NUCLEUS- 
DRAWING WITH THE CAMERA LUCIDA, ETC.— HOW TO 
CALCULATE MAGNIPIGATION—PLASMOLYSIS. 

Peincipal Materials Used. 

Fresh flowers of Tradescantia (best T, mrginica)^ just opened. Or T. sehrina. 

Or, very young shoots of Cucurbita (Gourd, Pumpkin, Vegetable Marrow, 
Cucumber, etc.). Or, just opened flowers of La7nium sp. 

Young fresh roots of Hydrocharis (Frogbit). Or, of Trimiea hogotensis. 

Fresh leaves of Vallisneria spiralis ; or, shoots of Elodea. 

Fresh young parts of Nitella, The same laid for twenty-four hours in 
1 per cent, chromic acid. 

Principal Eeagents Used. 

Potassium nitrate, 10 per cent. — Eosin in water. 

Protoplasmic Circulation , — We will now study the phenomena 
of the movement of living protoplasm, i and select as one of 
the most favourable objects for this purpose the hairs on the 
stamina! filaments of Tradescantia (the Spider- worts). Trades- 
cantia virginica^ and other closely allied species, are cultivated 
in every botanical and many ordinary gardens, and flower from 
May or June till late into autumn. The long violet hairs in the 
flower will at once catch the eye. For observation, select hairs 
out of a flower which is either on the point of opening or has but 
just opened. The preparation is made by seizing a tuft of hairs 
at the base with the forceps; remove them and lay them in 
water. Or the whole filament can be placed under a cover-glass 

^ For the study of living cells water may sometimes be used as a mounting 
medium, as in the cases in this chapf?er ; it generally, however, causes patho- 
logical changes, and various fluids have therefore been recommended for use. 
A weak solution (1*0 or 2*0 per cent.) of any neutral salt, e.g,, saltpetre (potas- 
sium nitrate) may be used, or a dilute solution of sugar (2*0 to 5 0 per cent.), 
or of guin-arabio.—[ED. 
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if the anther is previously removed. , In -this latter case, the quan- 
tities of air clinging amongst the hairs will give trouble, and 
it takes some pains to remove them. This is best effected 
by means of a fine camel-hair brush, with which the hairs are 
brushed over from below upwards, the tuft being at the same 
time held firmly at the base. After this the cover- glass is laid 
on.,. Most of the hairs will not have suffered, provided the air 
has been removed with sufficient care. 

, , The hairs in question are formed' of numerous barrel-shaped 
cells, arranged in an mibranched series. At the ]points of con- 
striction lie the partition walls which separate adjoining cells 
from one another. Each cell (Fig. 14) shows a thin 
continuous lining layer of protoplasm or cytoplasm, 
and is traversed in the interior by numerous thin- 
ner and thicker protoplasmic (cytoplasmic) strands. 

Suspended 'within these strands is to be found the 
nucleus, surrounded by an enveloping layer of cyto- 
plasm (shown somewhat below the middle in the 
figure). The cell cavity in which the nucleus is 
suspended, and which is traversed by the cytoplasmic 
strands, is filled by a violet-coloured cell sap. It is 
the vacuole, The cytoplasm consists in a colourless, 
viscous, semi-fiuid substance, which is distinguished 
by the name of Hyaloplasm clear plasma), and 
which contains numerous minute granules, known 
as Microsomata, or Microsomes, The microsomes 
have various reactions ; some of them are solid bodies, 
others are vesicular, having a fluid, highly refractive, 
content surrounded by a skin of plasm. Besides 
these there can also be seen in the protoplasm, in 
greater or less number, somewhat larger, highly 
refractive bodies, which appear somewhat bluish in 
colour, and which will be designated by the terms Starch-formers 
or Leiicoplasts. If we focus the microscope upon the cytoplasmic 
lining layer, it will be seen that this is not in movement as a 
whole, but rather that fine, net-like, anastomosing, cytoplasmic 
streams course about within it. In the cytoplasmic threads 
which traverse the cell- cavity the movement is especially 
strong. These streams are of varying thickness, they anasto- 
mose laterally with one another more or less frequently, and 
the nucleus manifestly furnishes a central point for them. 



Fig. 14. ~~-A 
cell from th ell air 
on the tilament 
of Tmdescantia 
m’rgi7iic(t{x24i0). 
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Most of the threads end in the plasma layer surrounding the 
nucleus. The current in any single thread moves often only 
in one direction; often, however, it can be seen that -even in very 
tliin threads there are two currents in opposite directions. The 
movement is recognisable by the microsomes and ieucoplasts 
borne in the clear hyaloplasm. With continued observation it 
will be seen that the strands slowly change their thickness and 
arrangement. New connecting threads form, older ones become 
gi'adualiy thinner in the middle, finally break through, and with- 
draw into other strands. Thus by degrees the conformation 
changes. The nucleus is almost spherical, or often oval or some- 
what flattened. Whth the strongest magnification which is at 
our command it appears finely punctate, and in it can be readily 
distinguished some larger granules (Nucleoli). Occasionally two 
nuclei lie close together in such a cell, because the original 



Fig. 15 .— Abba’s Drawing Camera, No. 44a (Zeiss) ; two-tbirds natural size. 


nucleus has divided. The nucleus is towed about hither and 
thither by the cytoplasmic strands, and thus slowly changes its 
position in the cell. In order to prove this, take rapidly a sketch 
of the cell, and compare this with the arrangement of the nucleus 
and the threads after the lapse of some time. Accurate sketches 
can only be taken by means of a drawing prism, and only such 
have real value for later comparison. We will, therefore, endea- 
vour now to become acquainted with the use of the drawing prism. 

Drawing Appliances , — Of ail drawing appliances for use in 
daylight, and not necessitating the removal of the body of the 
microscope from its vertical position, the most perfect is Abbe’s 
Camera Lucida, manufactured by Zeiss of Jena. It is made in 
several forms, of which one is illustrated in the adjoining Eig. 15. 
The apparatus is placed upon the tube of the microscope, 
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immediately under the top lens of the eye-piece, and clamped 
there by means of a biiiding screw, shown in the figure (bottom, 
left liand). When not in use, the prisms in their sheath are 
swung back, as shown, so as to be out of the way of the eye 
in observation. If now we have in proper focus a structure 
which we wish to draw, the prism sheath is swung forward into 
place immediately over the eye-piece, and on looking through it 
in the direction of the eye-piece, \ve see once more, through 
camera and eye-piece, the figure of the object in the field of vie%v 
of the microscope. The refieoting mirror upon its horizontal 
arm should extend out to the right-hand side of the microscope, 
and under it should be placed (for drawing) a horizontal drawing- 
desk, the surface of which should be about ten inches below the 
level of the eye-piece. Lay a sheet of drawing-paper upon this 
desk, and rest the point of a lead pencil against it. If the point 
of the pencil is under the mirror, it should now he visible in the 
field of view of the microscope at the same time with the figure of 
the object. The point of the pencil is, however, made visible by 
double reflection, the first time from the large mirror, the second 
time from the silvered surface of a small prism in the point of sight 
of the eye-piece (compare the figure) ; while the microscopic figure 
comes directly to the eye through a small gap in the silvering of 
this prism. If the surface of the drawing-desk does not lie at 
the distinct visual distance of the observer, the point of the pencil 
will be seen indistinctly, and the drawing-desk must be raised, 
or, though seldom, be made lower. We can test the necessary 
height by means of books laid one upon the other. — The micro- 
scopic image and the pencil are only well visible on the drawing 
surface when a definite relation of brightness exists between the 
two. The dimming of the paper surface is effected by a cap, to 
be placed over the camera-prism, and which in the figure is seen 
lying by the apparatus. Bound the rim of this cap are seven 
apertures, one open, the others closed with disks of neutral tint 
glass of various degrees of depth, through one or other of which 
the pencil of light coming from the mirror can be passed. Dim- 
ming of the image itself can be effected by the diaphragm, or, in 
some forms of the instrument, by a wheel of similar disks of 
glass which can be rotated in the camera-setting itself, just under 
the prisms. If the arrangement is perfect, you can draw with 
the lead pencil the outline of the object as if drawing it in the 
field of view of the microscope. 
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Tiie second camera (also by Zeiss) is known as the two-prism 
camera, and is illustrated in Kg. 16, together with a diagram 
showing the path of the light rays when it is in use. The prism- 
sheath (k) is fixed upon an adjustable arm (b), and this is mounted 
by a vertical arm upon a collar w^hich slides under the eye-piece 
on the end of the tube. This camera has the advantage that it 
can always be kept on the instrument, the prism-sheath being 
turned out of the way ; and with some practice will perform yeo- 
man ’s service. It consists of two prisms, inclined to one another, 
in a common setting. The rays (s) coming from the pencil take, 
after double reflection inside the prisms, a course parallel to the 
axis of the microscope, and thus coincide with the rays (s^,) 
coming direct horn the object. The camera is placed in the 
inclination represented in the figure, and so adjusted that its 

S; 


Pig. 16. — Two-prisrn Drawing Camera by Zeiss ; three-quarters natural size. 

anterior edge, visible through the opening in the setting, approxi- 
mately bisects the pupil” of the emerging rays of the micro- 
scope, i.e., the bright circular disk which we notice when we look 
perpendicularly into the eye-piece from a short distance, such 
as inch, above it. If, then, on moving the head to one side 
we do not see the “puiiil” notably displaced towards the edge of 
the prism, this latter stands also at the right height. — We draw 
upon a sloping drawing-desk, which is placed in front of the 
microscope. If, after some attempts, we have found the point 
of the lead pencil upon the drawing-paper, we can now follow 
with it the outlines of the object. If the object is not to be 
distorted in drawing, the drawing-desk must have a correct 
inclination. In order to determine this rapidly and accurately, 
vve draw the circular outline of the field of view upon the paper 
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with the aid of our camera, and obtain thus, if the inclination of 
the drawing-desk is correct, a figure which is likewise a circle ; 
if, on the other hand, we have an ellipse, the slope of the draw- 
mg-desk is not correct, and must he varied until a circle is 
produced. Or, we set in position, and with a high power, the 
stage micrometer recommended in the Introduction, f.c., a milli- 
meter divided into 100 parts, engraved upon an object-slide. 
We now turn the stage micrometer round through 90'^, so that 
the engraved lines shall run from side to side, and succeed one 
another fore and aft, In case the stage is too small to permit 
such a position of the stage micrometer, we must change the 
position of the microscope itself 90"^. The turning of the micro- 
scope naturally renders necessary a readjustment of the mirror. 
If our instrument is provided with a “ concentric rotating stage,” 
or similar appliance, then it is only necessary to turn this ; such 
a stage is very useful for drawing, as it enables us to place the 
object in the desired position. If we have given the micrometer 
its proper position, then, with the help of the camera, we draw 
its lines upon the paper on the drawing-desk. The lines follow 
one another up the slope of the desk. We shall succeed, 
without much difficulty, in reproducing it exactly: but, as the 
lines have a certain thickness, it is necessary that we should 
represent always a definite edge of the line. The inclination 
of the drawing-desk is correct when the distance apart of the 
lines remains the same at all heights. If this distance increases 
upwards on the desk, the slope must be made steeper; if it 
sinks, the slope should be lessened. As, however, small 
errors in our measuring scale are not impossible, it is neces- 
sary to represent several parts of it in the same w^ay. In 
this way we shall find that our desk should have a slope of 
about 25®. Having once found the correct slope, it is well to 
have a desk made with its two supporting sides of the correct 
heights. 

When we have obtained the correct inclination of the drawing- 
desk, this figure, taken from the stage micrometer, can also be 
used in order to calculate the magnification of the drawing, ie., 
the magnifying power of the combination of objective and eye- 
piece in use. We know already that the lines which we have 
drawn are 0*01 millimeter (^.^., approximately i^ch) apart. If 
we find that now they lie say 2*4 mm. (i^., nearly yV ioch) apart, 
we know that the drawing is enlarged 240 times. This method is 
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therefore the simplest and best for measuring the size of a micro- 
scopical object. If, that is, we have attained the necessary 
accuracy in drawing, in order to reproduce even slight variations 
in size with fidelity, and if w^e know the definite enlargement of 
the object which we have drawn at exactly the same distance, 
it needs only to divide the size of the drawing by the known 
enlargement to get the actual size of the object. If, e.g., one cell 
of the hair of Traclescantia appears, with 240 times enlargement 
of its figure, to be 9 mm. broad, this indicates an actual breadth 
of mm., of 0*0375 mm. This method gives in the 
simplest way so accurate a result, that in our studies we can 
confine ourselves to it. 

Various other contrivances have been introduced for the 
purpose of aids to drawing. Some of these, like the Wollaston 
Camera Lucira, require the body of the instrument to be placed 
horizontally, and the instrument as a whole to be raised on a 
pedestal. This can of course only be used with instruments 
which admit of this position ; and for working purposes it is, 
besides, objectionable in several ways. A very cheap form for 
use thus is Dr. Beale’s neutral-tint reflector, which fixes on the 
eye-piece, making with its glass an angle of 45°. The student, 
when he chooses a camera or drawing-prism, should, however, 
always select one for use with the instrument in the vertical 
position ; and, as he may not improbably obtain one from a 
maker who is not the maker of his instrument, he should always 
send the eye-piece of the latter, so that the fittings of the camera 
may be adjusted to the size of this. Zeiss’s camera is adjusted for 
eye-pieces of the continental size, a size much used now by Eng- 
lish makers for their smaller instruments. Of whatever camera 
is chosen, the method of adjustment upon the eye-piece must be 
learned from the maker’s description (though usually very easy 
to find out for one’s self) ; the rules laid down above for learning 
how to draw are equally applicable to all of them. Lastly, the 
quality of the drawing depends on two factors : the accuracy of 
the observer, and the skill of the draughtsman. Endeavour 
to draw accurately what is^ and do not let your observation be 
corrupted by forming impressions, or by placing some interpreta- 
tion upon what you see. If you do this latter, your drawing 
serves only to illustrate an interpretation which may prove to 
be wholly inaccurate ; if you do the former, your drawing should 
be consistent with any interpretation. Published figures, particu- 
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laiiy in text-books, provide abundant illustrations of the two 
methods of drawing. 

Now turn once more to the eell of the Tradeseantia hair, and 
endeavour with one or another drawing apparatus to make a 
figure of it. As in all ordinary drawing apparatus^ appliances 
for the regulation of the light are wanting, so we must endeavour, 
either by shading the drawing surface, or by changing the 
position of the mirror, to obtain approximately similar brightness 
for the drawing surface and the field of view of the microscope. 
For drawing it is best to use stiff, smooth drawing-cards- and 
black lead pencils. In order that they shall not be effimed, 
finished drawings can be washed over with very dilute gum-water. 

Protoplasmw CiTculation^ and Plasmolysis.—Take in this way 
a sketch of the general outline of the ceil, of the cytoplasmic 
streams and the nucleus, and compare it with the s^me cell after 
the lapse of an hour, to see whether the form and general arrange- 
ment now correspond. As already stated, we shall most probably 
find that the distribution of the streams has altered, and that the 
nucleus has changed its position in the cell. 

In order to determine that in their streaming the cells are 
independent of one another, and that the cell-wall does not 
influence the movement, allow a neutral but water-wifchdrawing 
fluid to act upon the hair. From the edge of the cover-glass add 
to the drop of water a little concentrated sugar solution, or better 
still, glycerine. Before long the reagent begins to withdraw the 
water of the cell-sap, and there results a decided contraction 
of the cytoplasmic sac into the cell. This withdraws from certain 
parts of the ceil- wall. This contraction of the cytoplasmic body 
of the cell under the influence of dehydrating media is distin- 
guished by the name PI as mol ys is. It can be then observed, 
that so long as the contraction does not become too strong, the 
streaming of the cytoplasm still goes on, even in those parts 
where it has withdrawn from the cell-wall. Soon, however, all 
movement in the cell is . arrested. Yet in most cases to set it 
going again it suffices to wash out the water-withdrawing reagent 
by means of water. To this end water should be run under one 
edge of the cover-glass, while the fluid under the cover-glass is 
sucked out from the other edge by blotting-paper. The cytoplas- 

3 Excepting such as the best form of the Abbe-^eiss.-— [E d.] 

- Such of excellent quality and surface are GoodalFs thin Bristol Boards. 
-[Ed.] 
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mic sac then again tends to expand and apply itself to the cell- 
wall It not infrequently happens that during the contraction 
certain portions of the cytoplasm separate themselves from the 
cell-body, and remain lying against the cell-wall as rounded balls. 
These balls can also be retaken into the expanding cytoplasmic 


sac. 

It is easy to determine that during the contraction of the 
contents, observed as above, the colour-material does not diffuse 
through the living cytoplasmic sac, and that the coloration of 
the cell-sap becomes proportionally more intense. The appear- 
ances in dead cells are quite otherwise. For example, allow 
absolute alcohol to act upon the hairs ; the cytoplasm is imme- 
diately killed, and now accumulates colour, for it withdraws 
from the cell-sap the violet colouring matter, so that this soon 
appears quite limpid, while the cell-plasm and the nucleus 
stain deep violet. The violet colour can also pass through the 
cytoplasmic sac, and diffuse in the surrounding fluid.^ 

The phenomena which are produced when the hairs of Trades - 
cantia QXQ laid in a drop of 10 per cent, solution of nitrate of 
potash, and then taken under observation, are specially inter- 
esting. Most of the cells, it is true, show ordinary plasmolysis ; 
but cells will also often be found in which a barely perceptible 
contraction of the plasmic body has ensued, whereas the cell- 
cavity, filled with its violet cell-sap, has collected together as an 
independent structure. In such cases the cell-plasma is quickly 
killed, with the exception of the layer which surrounds the cell- 
cavity. This vacuolar membrane is therefore distinguished by 
its comparative independence and greater resisting power. At 
length the cell-cavity forms one or several vacuoles, filled with 
dark, violet-coloured cell-sap, lying in the disorganised cell-plasma. 
That the plasmic layer surrounding the cell-sap remains living is 
proved by its opposing the passage of the colouring matter. If 
a little watery eosin has been added to the solution of nitrate of 
potash, the dying plasma, together with the nucleus, is imme- 






diately stained red. 

^Living protoplasm in its active condition refuses entrance, therefore, 
: to certain stains, which, when dead, it accumulates. Various aniline colours, 

such as methyl blue, methyl violet, cyanin, Bismarck brown, magenta, 
safranin, methyl green, iodine green, and others, are, however, taken into the 
living cell in a very dilute state. Living protoplasm in its latent condition, 
exactly as when dead, absorbs stains with great avidity, as we saw in staining 
i ^ the section of the pea (p. 28). 
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If T. virijhilca slioiikl not be available, T. -.^ebrinay very wiriL‘Iy 
: cultivated in greenhouses for hanging baskets, for covering the 
front of the stage, and as a creeper on the soil under the stage 
, will serve very well, and .this will come in very usefully during 
^ the winter portion of .the year when the former plant cannot be 
. obtained. In summer, on the' other hand, T. zebrma rarely 
flowers, though it can be induced to do so in a warm house. In 
nil essentials the stamina!' hairs of the .two plants are alike.. 

Circulation in Cucurbita Hairs . — Still another very favourable 
'. object is' provided by the hairs which grow upon the youngest 
shoots of the genus Cucurbita (gourd, pumpkin, vegetable marrow, 
cucumber, etc.). The preparation is made by removing these 
hairs at their base by a razor, and placing them in a drop of 
water on a slide. The stronger hairs are multicellular at the 
base, and taper off into a row of cells ; others bear multicellular 
heads. The protoplasmic network in the cells is finely developed ; 
it contains microsomes, and, though but sparsely, large, green - 
coloured Chlorophyll-grains. The nucleus is large, suspended 
by the threads ; it has a brightly shining nucleolus, and is carried 
about hither and thither in the cell. Similar movements to those 
of Tradescantia are shown also by the hairs which stand in two 
rows on the corolla tube of species of Lamium (dead-nettle). 
We select just opened flowers, which are very easy to find from 
early spring to late autumn, 

Botation in Hydrocharis . — A very peculiar object is provided 
by the root-hairs of Hydrocharis morsus mnm (the Frogbit). We 
select for observation fresh young roots with stiff hairs. The 
hairs are visible to the naked eye. Gut off an entire root-tip, and 
quickly place it on the slide in a suitable quantity of water. The 
cover-glass is laid on in the usual way, the largest cover-glass 
at our disposal being chosen. Owing to the not inconsiderable 
thickness of the object, however, all parts will not be accessible 
with a high power, as the objective will usually come into contact 
beforehand with the cover-glass. These hair-cells are very long 
and tubular, and, like all roofc-hairs, unicellular. The abundant 
cytoplasm which they contain is in active movement, hut here 
there are not numerous thin streams, forming a network, but a 
single strong parietal stream, returning upon itself. This kind of 
movement is called Rotation, to distinguish it from the other 
kind, or Circulation. This stream presents the appearance of a 
broad, slightly spirally wound band, which, if projected upon a 
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plane, would form a very elongated figure 8. The movement 
must not, however, be represented as if the band as a connected 
whole were turned ai'ound inside the cell, for, in fact, the neigh- 
bouring parts during the movement are continually changing 
their reciprocal positions. The two streams going in opposite 
directions are, however, not in immediate juxtaposition, but are 
separated by a narrow band of protoplasm which is at rest. 
This “neutral band ’’ or ‘‘indifferent band ” is reduced to a very 
thin layer of cytoplasm. 

Girciilatmi in Triajiea. — In winter, or in other times in the 
• year, when Hydrocharis cannot be obtained, it can be replaced 
by Trianea bogotensis, a South American Hydrooharidean, culti- 
vated in most botanical gardens. The form of the root-hairs 
agrees exactly with that in Hydrocharis^ as also does the rotation 
in the fully-developed root-hairs. The young root-hairs, on the 
other hand, show active circulation, akin to that in Tradescantiay 
with abundantly branched, frequently changing currents. In 
general, the streams in the lining layer of protoplasm move 
towards the tip of the hair, and make their way from thence as 
threads, which traverse the cell-cavity. Between this circula- 
tion, and the more restricted rotation, all stages of transition can 
be observed. The cell-plasma contains microsomes, besides 
pretty numerous strongly refractive globular bodies, partly per- 
haps leucoplasts, and vacuoles of different sizes. In the cell- 
sap are to be seen more or less small stellate agglomerations, 
probably of calcium oxalate, which are driven about hither and 
thither by the action of the plasmic streams. 

Botation in Vallisneria. — The leaves of Vallisneria spiralis 
furnish very instructive preparations for illustrating rotation of 
protoplasm. This plant is found in all botanical gardens, and can 
be easily cultivated in aquaria in dwelling-rooms. For investiga- 
tion E strong leaf is selected, and a fiat section taken from the 
lower part of it. For this purpose it answers best to lay the long, 
narrow leaf across the index-finger, and to hold it down on both 
sides with the thumb and middle finger. The flat section is 
taken by moving the razor parallel to the long axis of the leal 
The aim should be to obtain a plate of tissue about half the 
thickness of the leaf; but if the section should at first sight 
appear too thick, parts of it which are sufficiently thin for the 
purpose will probably be found. This section is laid on a slide, 
epidermis downwardsj in a drop of water. Air clinging to it may 
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loake some |)arts of the section useless, but others ivill always be 
fuuiiil wliieli ,‘ulmit of uiulisturbed observatioi). The streaiiiin.t^ is 
not ootici'ablo in tluj ceils of tlie uniujured plant, tail is iudiiCMd 
by the stiiiiuliis of an iiijuiy, and therefore by the preparation of 
the seetiom This does not happen immediately, ami it may he 
necessary to wait some little time before strong streaming is visilile ; 
it can be best followed in the wide elongated cells which form the 
internal tissue of the leaf. At a low room-tem]3erature the iuove- 
ment is sluggish, but it can be hastened by slight warming of the 
microscope slide, as, for example, by laying it for a ininate or so 
on the hand. The stream circles around the entire cell, without, 
in most cases, to any extent deviating from its direction parallel 
to the long axis. The neutral band*’ is fairly broad, and it is 
easy in this case to see that the nearer the moving cytoplasm is 
to the neutral band the slower is its movement, and vice versa. 
The stream carries with it green coloured chlorophyll grains and 
the nucleus. The latter is battened into the form of a disk. 
From time to time it comes into sight, but as a rule it is con- 
cealed by chlorophyll grains. Not infrequently it sticks at a 
turning point, then the accompanying chlorophyll grains also 
halt with it, till, an instant later, all again are drawn into the 
stream. The direction of the streaming changes from ceil to cell 
without any regularity. — If dilute glycerine or 15 or 20 per cent, 
sugar solution is permitted to act upon the section, the proto- 
plasmic sac can be seen to withdraw from the cell- wall, and the 
continuance of the streaming at the first moment of contraction 
can be readily made out, while it is often continued when the 
cytoplasm has collected into a rounded ball. 

Movements in Blodca, — Vallisneria may also be replaced, with 
approximately like results, by the widely-spread river and pond 
weed, Eloclea canadensis, the leaves of which are so transparent 
that they can be used without preparation. The leaf to be 
studied must, however, be severed from the stem which bears 
it, for here, as in Vallisneria, strong movements are induced by 
injury. As in Vallisneria the cells near the mid-rib are elongated 
and narrow; they show simple rotation, made evident by the 
chlorophyll bodies which are hurried around in the current. The 
shorter and broader cells of the general lamina of Elodea may 
also show us a simple kind of circulation, the vacuole, as in the 
staruinal hairs of Tradescantia, being traversed by cytoplasmic 
threads (often few and coarse) which suspend the nucleus in the 
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centre of the cell-cavity, while the lining layer shows streams in 

various directions. . ^ 

Botation in Nitella.—T^he strongest protoplasmic currents 
known in vegetable cells are met with in the Dharaom (Stone- 
worts). We°must/ however, take the gemxB Nitella, for Ghara 
has completely invested, usually calcified, and therefore opaque, 
internodes, and it is the internodes which are specially suited for 
study For observation we select the younger branches of the 
plant 'and can see at once that the rotating layer of cytoplasm 
has a considerable thickness. The outer layer of protoplasm 
immediately lining the cell-wall, in which the chlorophyll grains 
lie, is motionless. The motionless layer is here, therefore, com- 
paratively thick, while it is in general so thin as to escape obser- 
vation • for in all the objects which we have already studied an 
outermost denser portion of the cytoplasmic Uning. layer, the 
Ectoplasm, takes no part in the movement. An obliquely wind- 
ing stripe or band on the wall of Nitella is free from chlorophyll 
grains; it attracts the eye by its brightness. This colourless 
band marks the neutral band in the protoplasmic stream.^ We 
have here a repetition of what we found in the root-hairs of 
Hydroeharis, where, however, the neutral band of the cyto- 
plasmic layer was extremely reduced. The internodal cells of 
Gharaceai are multinuclear, the protoplasmic current carries 
with it numerous elongated nuclei, which, however, show up as 

brighter spots only in the most favourable cases. If the piece 

of the plant is laid for 12 to 24 hours in 1 per cent, solution of 
chromic acid, they can often be very readily seen, and their 
peculiar rod-hke, curved, and horse-shoe forms made out. Not 
to be confused with these nuclei are the rounded balls of ap- 
parently albuminoid matter which are seen carried around in the 
stream in larger or smaller number, and appear either smooth or 
with a spinous surface. Simultaneously with their movement 
forwards, these balls are turned upon their axis, which shows 
that the rapidity of the stream is greatest in that part of its 
thickness which impinges on the stationary chlorophyll con- 
taining outer layer of plasm, and gradually diminishes towards 
the cell-cavity. — If Nitella is laid in exceedingly dilute solution 
of methylene blue, in a few hours, perhaps not till after a day, 
these spinous balls are stained blue. As the streaming stiU goes 
on uninjured, the blue balls are driven along by its means, and 
form a veiy instructive picture. 


CHBOMATOPHORES (PIGMENT BODIES)«-COLOUEED CELL-SAP--. 
LEUGOPLASTS. 


Pbihcipal ■ Matebials Used, ■ 

A large-leaved Moss, such as 'Funaria liygromeirica or Mnium horjuim. 
The former grows very commonly on ground which has been charred, 
on limestone walls, etc. ; the latter on pots and walls of fern-lioiifies, 
Or the prothallium of any fern. Fresh. 

The same preserved in alcohol. 

Flowers of TroptPolum, just opened. Or fruits of Hawthorn, Rose, Aspara- 
gus, or Tomato. 

Flowers of Strelitzia reghia ; Yerhasciim nigrimi; Antirrlimum rnajuf^. 

Flowers of Xmca major or minor ; petals of Rose ; sepals of Larkspur ; 
flowers of Adonis. All fresh. 

A Carrot. 

Leaves of Copper-beech ; autumn leaves of Virginian creeper ; of Maiden- 
hair tree ; of Oak. All fresh. 

Pseiido-hiilbs of Phajus grandifolius. Fresh, or fixed in picric acid and pre- 
served in alcohol. Rhizomes of Iris germanica; stems of Pellioni 
Daveauana; fresh. 

Pkincipal Reagents Used. 

Potash— Dilute chloral hydrate— Methyl violet, gentian violet, or rosani- 
line violet— 0*2 per cent, acid fuchsin. — Fixing reagents ; saturated 
solution of picric acid in water ; saturated solution of picric acid and 
corrosive sublimate in alcohol. 

Stmcture of ChlorojyJiyll Grains , — We have already had an 
opportunity in several objects of obtaining an insight into the 
nature and appearance of the Chlorophyll grains or bodies; 
but we will now give some special attention to these structures. 
We select for this purpose a very widely distributed moss, which 
is distinguished by very fine, large, lenticular chlorophyll bodies, 
and of which the leaves, unilamellar with the exception of the 
inid-rib, permit observation without further preparation. Such 
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a moss is Mnmm, hormmiy or Fimaria hygrometrica. Numerous 
chlorophyli bodies of considerable size are to be seen in every 
cell ; ^ in plants which are exposed to diffused daylight they are 
contiguous only to the free cell- walls ; that is, to those which 
form the upper and under surface of the ieaf.^ Plence they 
present their broadside to the observer. That they are narrower 
in profile we see in the isolated grains which underlie the side 
walls. All stages of division of the chlorophyll bodies are easy 
to find, and often associated in the same cell (Fig. 17). The 
resting grains appear quite circular; they then 
become elliptic, afterwards constricted in the 
middle so as to be shaped like a figure of eight, 
and finally completely divided across. The twin 
grains remain for some time still in contact. The 
starch enclosures of the chlorophyll bodies are, 
Fig. 17.— Ciilor- on account of their varying size, in many leaves 
the or Funaria easy, in others dimcult, to see. They are, however, 
m ^andfn dms^on' ® clearly distinguishable when the chlorophyll 

bodies get out of an opened cell into the surround- 
ing water, and are there disorganised. With this object we cut a 
leaf with a sharp pair of scissors into several pieces. The starch 
grains, set free from the disorganised chlorophyll bodies, augment 
in size, and are identified as such with iodine. On the other hand 
an entire uninjured chlorophyll body is coloured murky brown 
with iodine, from a combination of the blue coloration of the 
starch enclosures, the yellowish-brown coloration of the proto- 
plasmic ground substance, and the green of the chlorophyll. In 
order to obtain favourable iodine coloration of the uninjured 
chlorophyll bodies, we take for study leaves which have lain some 
time in alcohol, and are thereby decolorised. The chlorophyll 
bodies now appear colourless ; their starch enclosures become 
coloured, by gradual action of the iodine solution, more quickly 
than the protoplasmic body. The iodine reaction is still more 

cell- walls and cytoplasm of this leaf are sufficiently resistant to 
permit the preparation to be put up in water without the chromatophores 
sufiering. In many cases, however, they are injured by water, and it has been 
recommended then to put the preparation in pretty fresh olive oil, in which 
the cells^, not merely remain alive for a long time, but the oil serves to expel 
the air’^from the intercellular spaces, and, from its refractive properties, 
increases the transparency of the preparation. A dilute solution of a neutral 
salt, or of su;gar, as advised for living cells, may also be used. — [E d.] 

®This is i:nown as the position of E;gistroi)he. 
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noticeable if the preparation is previously treated with potash, 
which causes the starch grains to swell.- . This last inetliod also 
enables the smallest quantity of starch in the chlorophyll l)odies 
to be recognised; but the result, is even more certain if the 
chlorophyll grains are treated wdth ,a solution of' five parts of 
ehlorai hydrate in, two parts of water to which a little iodine 
solution has been added on the object-slide. The chiorophyl! 
is dissolved, so that in a few minutes the leaf appears colourless ; 
.siiBultaneousiy the' chlorophyll bod.y swells, and also the starch 
grains . which it contains, and these last come out clearly with 
the blue colour. — Leaves decolorised with alcohol show also very 
beaiitifuily, with the same treatment, the blue-stained starch 
grains in the chloroi:>hyil bodies, while these last are not stained. 
After the chlorophyll bodies have been decolorised by alcohol 
they can be stained also very well with very dilute watery 
solution of methyl violet or of gentiana violet. The cell rneui- 
branes also are coloured, but the chlorophyll bodies more deeply, 
and therefore stand out more sharply. Bosaniline violet also is 
an excellent -stain. ■ ' 

With stronger magnification the living chlorophyll bodies of 
the leaf of Ftmaria appear to be finely porous ; this can also be 
seen in other chlorophyll bodies, such as those of Yaliisneria, and 
very well indeed in Crassulaceous plants of the common culti- 
vated genus Echeveria^ in the uninjured cells of the lower 
mesophyii out parallel to the surface. 

The same results as with leaves of Funaria are obtained with 
prothaliia of ferns, so that the two objects can replace one 
another. Prothaliia are always readily to he found in plant 
houses in which ferns are cultivated ; and any species can be 
used. 

Change of FosUion of Chlorophyll Gmins. --The same moss 
Funaria, or ALzmm, can be used for the purpose of a physio- 
logical demonstration under the microscope, to the effect that the 
position of the chlorophyll bodies in the cells is subject to the 
influence of light. Both of these plants are very sensitive to 
light, and the leaves can be examined entire. Plants which have 
for a considerable time been exposed to diffused daylight show 
the chlorophyll bodies collected on the upper and under surfaces 
of the leaf-cells (position of Epi strophe) ; if removed into a dark 
room, or placed under an opaque shade, usually a few hours, but 
sometimes one only, suffices to show the chlorophyll bodies re- 
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moved to the side walls of the cells, leaving the upper and under 
walls free (position of Apostrophe). The former is the normal posi- 
tion in daylight, the latter at night. A short time, often less than 
an hour, in diffused light, suffices to change the position in the 
previously darkened plants from that of Apostrophe to that of 
Bpistrophe. In the latter position the chlorophyll bodies, which, 
as already seen, are lenticular, present their broad sides to the 
light, and therefore assume the best position for effective assimi- 
lation. If a strong tuft of the moss is placed in bright sunshine, 
and protected from too high temperature by a water screen, the 

chlorophyll bodies again pass to the side walls. 

Orange Ohroniatophores of Tropceolum.~In order to become 
acquainted with chromatophores of other colours, let us turn 


next to Tropaolum majm, the so-called “Nasturtium” of gardens. 
We select for study flowers which have only just opened, because 
in older flowers the colour-bodies begin to be disorganised. 
Let us first take surface sections from the upper side of the 
sepals. The preparation can also be made with a fine pair of 
forceps, if these are stuck pretty deeply into the tissue, and a 
strip torn off. The preparation is laid in a drop of water, with 
the epidermal side upwards. Examine it at once, because the 
injurious action of water on the colour-body 
quickly makes itself felt. The margin of the 
^ Y section will suffer immediately, so that cells 
I that are stiU unchanged should be selected 
more careful examination. The chro- 
\| ^ matophores are yellow, shading into orange- 

« » spindle-shaped, three or 

^'^^4 I on, and in fact are, crystalline. When un- 
changed they are homogeneous; under the 

I infl'cence of water they swell, become rounded 
off. and vacuolate; that is, hollows filled with 
Fig. iS.-From the up- appear in their interior. They overlie 

wr side of the calyx of m especial number the inner wall of the unner 
inn® wall o/m^^iderS oells.^ — ^^0 brown stripes on the 

"PP®" ®'^® similar 

to it (X 540). sections show, to bands of epidermal cells 

which are filled with carmine-red cell-sap. 
These colls contain also yeUow grains, which, however, the 
coloured cell-sap makes almost invisible. In the red cells 
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tlie nucleus shows . usually as : a 'clear spot.— The 'petals s'how 
similar relations; here the edges of the ■limb,' as the 
cilia (or fringe-like appendages) at the base of it, can be used 
for observation in. their .entire thickness.. .The air adhe.ri.iig to 
tl'ie limb binders obs(^r\’ation, but spots free from air will alu'ays 
be found, or can be freed by light pressure. The sepals, how- 
ever, are always preferable, since the papillie hinder observation 
in the petals ; for it is evident that, with the exception of 
the brown stripes on the two lower petals, each epidermal cell 
of the upper and under side is prolonged in its centre into 
a blunt cone, one of the papillye in question. These papilke 
are more strongly developed on tlie upper than on the under side 
of the petals, and give to them a velvety appearance. Tlie air 
is entangled very strongly between them. The Bery-red spots 
at the base of the petals are due to rosy coil-sap and yellow 
granules in the epidermal cells. — During the investigation it will 
have been noticed that the surface of the epidermal cells of tlie 
upper side of the sepals is longitudinally striate. The strite are 
not interrupted at the limits of the individual cells, and are folds 
of the cuticle which covers the epidermis. — With watery solution 
of iodine the colour-bodies can be fixed pretty well, and take on 
at the same time a green coloration ; they are very sharply defined. 
The nucleus is at the same time coloured yellowish-brown, its 
nucleolus becoming very visible. With methyl violet, rosaniiine 
violet, or with gentian violet the colour-bodies are coloured violet. 

Similar chromatophores to those of the flowers of Trojxr-ohim 
can be found in autumn and winter in the coloured flesh of the 
fruit of the hawthorn {CraUxgus)^ the hips of the rose, and the 
berries of the asparagus ; while the comparatively large orange- 
red chromatophores in the fruit of the tomato (LyGopersicim 
esGtdentum) show the form of chlorophyll bodies. 

If the large and beautiful flowers of Strelitzia regina^ fre- 
quently grown under glass in botanical gardens, are at our 
disposal, opportunity of examining them should not be lost. In 
the cells of the orange-red coloured perianth-segments will be 
found elongated spindles of (for chromatophores) quite excep- 
tional and which are, therefore, proportionally easy to 
examine. 

Verbascum nigrum , — Yellow or orange-rod colouring matter 
is almost always combined with a protoplasmic basis ; but 
isolated cases occur where it is met with dissolved in the cell- 
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sap. Let us fix our attention more closely on such a case in the 
common mullein, Verbascum nigrum. We can examine the 
petals in water without special preparation, but must remove the 
adhering air, even if only partially, either by pressure or under 
the air pump. The epidermal cells of both upper and under side 
have undulating (sinuous) outlines; the yellow colour of their 
cell-sap is at once noticeable. The brown spots at the base of 
the petals are due to a cell-sap coloured from purplish to brown. 
In the epidermis of the stamina! filaments, from which lamellae 
can be easily cut with the razor, we see a yellow sap; but 
besides this there are also in each ceil a cinnaber-red irregular 
lump of colour-material, and a number of colourless leucoplasts 
filled with starch grains. 

Antirrhinum majus, — Similarly it can be at once determined 
that the yellow-coloured parts of the lower lips of the corolla of 
Antirrhinum majtis (the Snapdragon) contain a sulphur-yellow 
sap in their ceils ; the parts coloured red have a rosy cell-sap, and 



here and there one, seldom more, carmine-red ball of colour- 
material. 

Coloured Cell-sap. — Blue and red petals almost always owe 
their hue to a coloured cell-sap. A blue cell-sap is found in 
the epidermis of the corolla of the Periwinkle, Vinca major or F. 
minor. The epidermis of either side can be readily torn off wnth 
the forceps. The .epidermal cells, especially of the upper side, 
are swollen out into papillae. The side walls of the epidermal 
cells show ridges projecting. into the cell cavity (Pig. 19), often 
swollen at their inner edges, so that they 
may even spread out into a T -form, and, on 
Sf account of the stronger refraction of their 
\r outer surface and the weaker refraction in 

the interior, quite give the impression of 
IL folds. Upon bent portions of the edge of 

the petal it can be easily seen that these 
ridges extend the full height of the cell, 
cell from [S™ilar ridges will be found in the meso- 

the petal of Vinca minor ( x phyll of the leaf of Fimos,] 
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In the blue sepals of the Larkspur, Del^yhmkm consolida, we 
find the epidermis of both upper and under sides composed of 
cells, with sinuous outlines, and the epidermal cells of the upper 
side are also protruded, each into a papilla.. The cuticubir 
striations ascend the papilhe on allside-s, so that by focussing the 
microscope at the mid-height of the papillae, star-like figures arise. 
The, ,cells eontain a blue cell-sap, somewhat shading into violet, 
besides also, in, many cells^ blue stars, which consist of short 
needles,of crystallised coio.ur-substance, . T.lie epidermis can be 
removed in small pieces ; moreover, the sepal is sufficiently 
transparent, after removal of the air, to permit examinatio!! at 
the edges through its entire thickness. 

Examples of blue and red cell-sap can be easily multi plied, 
for they are found respectively in almost all blue and rad flowers. 
The case of the bright red flowers of Adoyiis aestivalis and 
A, autumnaMs becomes, therefore, so much the more remarkable. 
The preparation can be removed with the forceps, and in the 
epidermis we see beautiful, nearly round to elliptic^ red grains, 
comparatively large, and attaining the size of chlorophyll bodies. 
They appear finely granular, and in water separate quickly into 
very small granules, which show molecular movements (“ Brown- 
ian movement ”). The epidermal cells are elongated ; their 
cuticle longitudinally striate ; the strise are clearly continued over 
the limits of the cells. The same phenomena 
are shown by the cells of the red perianths 
of species of Aloe. 

Colour-bodies of Carrot . — The root of the 
Carrot, Daucus Carota, furnishes a very in- 
teresting object. The orange-red colour of 
this root arises from carmine and orange-red 
colour-bodies of a crystalline form. The 
most common shapes are found collected in 
Eig. 20. They are small rectangular plates 
or rhombs, the rhombs often acicularly elon- 
gated, and prisms of different lengths, often 
broadening out fan-wise at one end. Such 
crystalline formations have often small starch 
grains projecting from one side ; these crystal- 
line structures must therefore be placed in the 
same category with chlorophyll and other colour-bodies as starch- 
forming plastids (amyloplasts). The crystallised colour-material. 
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Fig. 20. — Colour '-1)o<lies 
from the root of the C^arrot, 
some with starch gi'ains 
( X 540). 
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however, is what in this case determines the form, only a small 
quantity of protoplasm adhering to it, from which the starch 
grains arise. 

Coloured Leaves- — If we examine also one of the coloured 
varieties of our shrubs or trees, such as the copper-beech, or else 
an herbaceous plant with leaves coloured reddish-brown, such as 
the beetroot, we see that the cells of the epidermis contain a 
rosy cell-sap, and that therefore the joint action of the red of 
the surface and the green of the interior gives the reddish-brown 
compound colour. 

Aukannal Colours. — In the autumnal coloration of the leaves 
of the Virginian creexDer, Ampelojpsis hederacea, we can determine 
that the rose-coloured cell-sap arises in the cells of the internal 
tissue, and not of the epidermis. The yellow autumn tints of 
leaves depend on the yellow colour of the disorganised chloro- 
phyll bodies, as is shown in the most beautiful way in the leaves 
of the Maidenhair tree, Gmhgo hiloba {Salisburia adiantifolia), 
or, failing this, those of the various species of Maple. Brown 
autumn tints of leaves may arise from a corresponding staining 
of the cell-walls, but chiefly, however, from the cell-contents, as 
is easy to determine in the case of the Oak. 

Origin of Starch. — Starch grains are found in certain special- 
ised protoplasmic structures. "We have already recognised chloro- 
phyll bodies in this capacity, also certain other colour-bodies in 
'which starch grains are often present ; and have also made 
reference to colourless starch formers. Upon these last devolves 
the formation of starch in the deeper layers of the body of the 
plant. We can comprise all three structures under the name 
of Chromatophores, and distinguish chlorophyll bodies, colour- 
bodies, and colourless starch-formers as Chloroplasts, Chromo- 
plasts, and Leucoplasts respectively. These structures have 
similar origins, and can be transformed into one another. They are 
living constituents of the protoplasm of the cell, and lie embedded 
in the cytoplasm. On the other hand the blue stars, which we 
found in the cell-sap of Delphinium consoUda, only represent 
colour-material crystallised out from the cell-sap, and are, like 
the lumps of colour-material which we found in the red cell-sap 
of Verhascum nigmum^ not to be reckoned as chromatophores, 
which latter, are essentially protoplasmic bodies impregnated ivith 
coloiir-ynaterial. 

Leucoplasts of Phajus. — The largest and most beautiful starch 
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grains are produced by leucoplasts, but such leiicoplasts are not 
usually easy to see. About the most favourable material, if it 
can be obtained, is the comparatively young pseudo-bulb of one 
of the tropical orchids very widely culti?ated in glass-houses 
for decorative purposes, viz,^ Fhajm grandifoUus, "We halve 
a pseudo-bulb, make thin longikidmal radial sections from its 
apical portion, and rapidly transfer for examination to normal 
iodine solution diluted with half its volume of distilled water. If 
we turn our attention to the deeper portions, which have not 
been injured in cutting, we shall find without difficulty, at the 
base of the large and very eccentric 

starch grains, the flat ellipticailyelon- P -% 

gated colourless ieucoplasts (Fig. 21 f 1 

il), appearing rod-iike in profile (Fig. I ' } 

21 A). Bach leucoplast encloses 'a I;;: 

rod-like protein crystal, or crystal- A 

loid. Towards the surface of the ^ WW 

green pseudo-bulb the Ieucoplasts ^ 

begin to be coloured green, and take K 

gradually the colour and ordinary ^ 

appearance of chlorophyll bodies. 

This material can be cut up small 

and fixed in concentrated picric acid ^ 

for about twelve hours, carefully ai.-l^uoopiasts 

washed in water to remove all the grandifolius, from the pseuclo-biilb. 

. I 1 13 * 1 A, 0, D and A/, lateral views: B, 

acid, and preserved in alcohol. from above; <7 and with the starch 

Leucoplasts in Iris . — A moder- grains still quite small ; coloured 

green ( x 540). 

ately favourable object, and one not 

difficult to obtain, is furnished by the rhizome of Iris germanica. 
Surface-sections of this are made parallel with the surface of the 
rhizome. The outermost layer of tissue is 
rejected, and to this follow the starch layers. ^ ^ 

The observation is in this case best made in ^ ^ 

water. In uninjured cells the leucoplasts 

appear as aggregations of protoplasm at the 

hinder end of the starch grain (Fig. 22). These 

latter increase only at this end, and have a Fig. 22.— starch form- 

proportioiially eccentric structure. The leuco- uic riiizomc of ivis 

plasts while under observation rapidly become o^rmanica ( x 540). 

granular, and separate at length into smaller grains, which show 

molecular movement — ‘‘Brownian movement^'. Two starch 
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grains on one leucoplast occur nofe infrequently. After further 
growth such grains presently come into mutual contact, and 
may receive thenceforth layers which are common to the 
two. These and similar phenomena lead, here and in other 
cases, to the formation of compound or semi-compound starch 
..grains. 

Starch Formers in Fellionia. — A plant which has starch formers 
quite similar to those of Jm, but much more easy to see, is the 
pretty Urticaceous hot-house creeper, Fellionia Daveauana. The 
plant can be very readily cultivated, and multiplies and spreads 
freely. The starch formers can be found in every cross-section 
taken through quite young parts of the stem. They are here 
green, and therefore in this respect are not true leucoplasts, but 
in their function are so far related to leucoplasts that they 
form the greater portion of their starch, not through their own 
assimilation, but fx'om migrated reserve food-materials. The 
circumstance that they are green makes them readily visible ; 
a slime with which the section becomes covered protects them 
from the injurious action of the water. Here also the starch 
grains which are produced by the starch formers become very 
large, and show a strongly eccentric structure. At the end of 
the starch grain most remote from the organic centre, the starch 
former is still to be seen as a green cap. 

Fixing and Staining Chromatophores . — It is usually somewhat 
difficult to ‘'fix ” chromatophores in an unaltered condition. The 
best medium for this purpose is a saturated solution of picric acid 
and corrosive sublimate in alcohol. The action of this must be 
continued for about twenty-four hours, and the material then well 
washed in running water. Treated in this way the material does 
not usually show the formation of disturbing needle-shaped or 
sphere-crystals of corrosive sublimate ; but if the washing is im- 
perfect they may be subsequently removed by running through 
alcoholic solution of iodine of a dark-brown colour.^ In staining 
the chromatophores acid fuchsin is recommended, made by dis- 
solving 0*2 per cent, acid fuchsin in distilled water, and a little 
camphor added to make the solution keep. The sections can lie 

^ Objects fixed in corrosive sublimate should not be touched with steel 
forceps or section-lifters before wa-shing, or globules of metallic mercury may 
be produced. If forceps must be used they should have platinum or horn 
tips. 
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in this, for several, even up to as many. as' twenty-four, hours. 
Tliey are then washed a,s rapidly as possible in nmniog water and 
ca'ii be examined in glycerine, or dried and mounted in Canada 
balsam. They must no^ however, be treated with alcohol, as the 
sisained chrom'atophores would be decolorised. ■ . 


CHAPTEE V. 


TISSUES — REAOTIOiSrS FOR CELLULOSE, SUGAR, INULIUE, 
NITRATES, TANNIN, LIGNIN-MINERAL BODIES-THICK- 
ENING OF THE CELL- WALL-PITS. 

Principal Materials Used. 

Beetroot, white preferred ; fresR. 

Unripe Pear. 

Tubers of Dahlia ; fresh ; also in alcohol. 

Infiorescense of Euphorbia helioscopia ; in alcohol. 

Oak-galls, fresh or dried. 

Finca or ; stems ; fresh (or in alcohol). 

oi Ornithogalum. Or twigs of Cherry-laurel. 

Date stones. 

Old stem of Pinm sylvestris ; dry or in alcohol. Also fresh twigs. 

Principal Ee AGENTS Used. 

Dilute acetic acid— Sulphuric acid, 60 per cent., 66 per cent., and pure — 
Strong hydrochloric acid— Aqueous logwood — Chlorzinc iodine— -Eeli- 
ling’s solution — Diphenylamine (0‘05 gram in 10 c.c, sulphuric acid) — 
Oroin in alcohol —Phloroglucin — Iron chloride — Potassium bichromate 
(10 per cent, in water) — Concentrated solution of molybdate of ammonia 
in concentrated ammonium chloride — Acetate of copper — Ammoniaoal 
copper-oxide — Concentrated solution of chromic acid — Aniline sulphate 
— Eau-de-Iavelle. 

Tissues of Beetroot — We commence with the white Sugar- 
beetroot {Beta vulgaris)?- A small piece of tissue is taken from 
the fleshy root, and from this is made a microscopical preparation. 
We choose for examination a radial longitudinal section^ i.e., a 
section which is taken parallel to the long axis, and in the direc- 
tion of the radius. This section cuts at right angles the concentric 
rings of the root, which are visible to the naked eye. Examined 

^Red beetroot can be used, though not so good, and the parts of the 
section from which the red cell-sap has disappeared will be of most value. — 
[Ed.] 
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iM water, this sectian shows us more or less rectaugular ce!lS| 
filled with a watery, colourless fluid, ' On .the wails of these cells 
we notice, here and there, la,rger or smai.ier, brighter, rouml or 
oval spots, which indicate shallow pi tSj he., local thin places, or 
hollows, in the wail. In some of the cells the nucleus is visible, 
with a distinct iiucleoiiis, and surrounded by minute leucoplasts ; 
also a layer of cytoplasm lining the ceil- wall. ‘ The interceilular 
spaces are usually filled with air, appearing black. In certain 
parts of the preparation the parenchymatous cells are narrower, 
and elongated parallel to the long axis of the root ; between them 
are visible long tubes usually filled with air, which are distin- 
guished by a characteristic thickening of their walls. These 
tubes are vessels. The thickening of their w^alls is in a netw'ork 
of pits (** reticulated ”) ^ that is, the wall show^s thickening bands 
combined into a network, betw^een which lie imthickened places. 
These unthickened places, or pits, are elongated transversely to 
the longitudinal direction of the vessels. Where the section 
has opened a vessel, there can be seen in it, from time to time, 
ring-like tliickenings, which project into the interior of the ceils. 
These are the diaphragm-like remains of originally complete 
partition w^alls, and from these remains it will be seen that the 
vessel has proceeded from the coalescense of a row of cells. The 
air present in the vessels often interferes with examination ; it 
can be extracted with the air-pump. When an air-pump is not 
at our disposal, w’-e can endeavour to remove the air by laying 
the preparation in freshly boiled but cold water. This is more 
quickly done by a short immersion of the preparation in alcohol, 
which, it is true, kills the contents of the cells, but for the fore- 
going observation this is not of consequence. 

Here and there also in the preparation we come across isolated 
cells, which are densely filled with small clinorhombic crystals, 
and appear almost black. These crystals consist of oxalate of 
lime. In order to prove this, we allow dilute acetic acid to act 
upon them, and determine that they are insoluble in it. Into 
another preparation we run sulphuric acid, and the crystals are 
quickly dissolved wfithout evolution of gas. The quantity of sul- 
phate of lime (gypsum) formed is so small that it remains dissolved 
in the surrounding fluid. ^ 

^Calcium Oxalate CT’ysta.ls, — lu cases hereafter, calcium oxalate crystals 
may be iouud in quantity, so that upon treatment for a few minutes with 
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Eeactions 0/ C£iZkZo 56 .----Tlie structural relations in tlie cells of 
the beetroot show up still more beaiitifally and distinctly if the 
section is treated for some time in a watch-glass with a solution 
of logwood diluted with water. All the cell-walls are then 
coloured violet, excepting the strongly lignified walls of the vessels. 
On the parenchyma-cells the pit-surfaces are either not stained 
or else show a slightly stained network. Unlignified membranes 
which are stained with logwood owe this coloration to the pectin 
with which the cellulose is mingled. The nucleus also stains 
pretty deeply. The vessels contain neither nuclei nor plasmic 
contents.— If a section is laid in chlorzinc iodine the characteristic 
violet cellulose-reaction soon appears. The colour begins at the 
edges of the section, and progresses slowly inwards, but is often 
not complete for hours; the lignified thickening layers of the 
vessels stain yeUow-brown. If we are dealing with alcohol mate- 
rial soaking in water will hasten the reaction. On the walls of 
the cells, the surfaces of the pits once more remain unstained, 

sulphuric acid (best, dilute 60 per cent.), the resulting sulphate of lime, instead 
of being dissolved, may crystallise out in the form, usually, of fme needles. 
These will probably be found spread through or over many cells, surrounding 
the original crystallogenous cell ; but if it be desired to change oxalate into 
sulphate of lime m it can be done by heating the section up to boiling- 
point in dilute sulphuric acid (2 acid, 1 water). The resulting masses of 
gypsum crystals often occupy the same space and form as the original calcium 
oxalate crystal. This is particularly striking where the crystals have a well- 
marked form, as, c.g., the quadrate octohedra in the stem and petiole of many 
species of Begonia. 

Hydrochloric acid has also been much used as a solvent of oxalate of lime 
without evolution of gas, but the large crystalline masses in which the salt is 
usually found are as a rule embedded in a mucilaginous jelly, which retards 
the action of the acid, though it can be hastened by warming. 

Calcium oxalate crystals are very doubly refractive, and hence show up 
beautifully under the polariscope, glistening brilliantly upon the dark back- 
ground when the prisms are crossed by rotation. 

Calcium carbonate, occasionally met with in the form of a deposit in the 
cell, as, e.cj„ the large cystoliths in special epidermal cells of the india-rubber 
plant {Ficus elastica), but more commonly as a deposit in the interior of 
cell-walls, or as an external crust to the plant (many water plants and many 
Saxifrages, e.g., outside the water-pores of S. crustata) is best tested by its ready 
solubility in dilute, not concentrated, acetic acid, with evolution of bubbles 
of gas, carbonic acid gas ; or concentrated, not dilute, hydrochloric acid may 
be used with similar results. Sulphuric acid forms gyj^sum crystals, as with 
the oxalate. 

All these reactions are best performed with micro-preparations. — [E d.] 
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and stand out specially distinctly. . These pit-surfaces .are always 
rounded,, of Yariabie size, and irregularly, distributed, singly or in 
groups. Large pit-surfaces are genera.liy traversed by. violet' striifi 
of various breadth ; they are formed into compartments by them, 
and give the imp.ression of an irregular, lattice. Bright g.raiiules, 
coloured yellow-browm by the chlorzinc iodine, adhere in larger 
or smaller quantity to the pit-surfaces. This violet ' coloration 
wdth. chlorzinc iodine is a specific, .though often' slow, reaction for 
cellulose, which is not due to the pectin materials, and ceases 
when, the cellulose has been previously removed from, the cell- 
, walls by prolonged action of ammonium cupric-oxide. (As to the 
action of this reagent see posiea^ p. 72). 

For the purpose of compa.rison \ve .'.now, try the 'cellulose, 
reaction with iodine and sulphuric acid. The section is first 
impregnated with iodine solution, best with potassium-iodide 
iodine solution (1 per cent, iodine and 1| per cent, potassium 
iodide), and afterwards transferred to dilute sulphuric acid (2 
volumes acid to 1 volume water). The reaction commences at 
once, from the edges inw'ards ; the section takes a beautiful blue 
colour. The lesser pits here also remain uncoloured ; the larger 
ones appear latticed with blue. 

Sclere7i6hyma in the Pear. — We now prepare a section from a 
ripening Pear. The pulpy flesh of the fruit appears here also to 
be composed of regular thin-walled parenchyma, of large cells, 
more or less rounded at the angles. These cells contain 
colourless cell-sap, a very reduced plasma-sac, and a nucleus. 
Scattered in the tissue are found nests of strongly-thickened cells 
(Fig. 23). The number of the ‘‘ stone cells ” thus grouped varies 
from part to part, according to the kind of pear; they form the 
so-called “grit’* of the pear. The cells are distinguished by 
the notable thickness of their walls, and by the numerous, fine, 
branched deep pits or pore-cana!s» Their branching arises from 
the diminution in the number of the pore-canals as the cavity of 
the cell is reduced by the great increase in thickness of its walls, 
so that several open into the cell-cavity by a common canal. 
Where two thickened cells are in contact, it can be determined 
that the pore-canals coincide in position with one another. In 
their fully developed condition, in which we see them here, 
these cells no longer contain living cell-contents, but only a 
watery fluid. They represent, therefore, only dead cell-cases, 
or cell- skeletons (exo-skeletons). After treatment with chlorzinc 

5 . 
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in parenohyma-cells take on gradually, but 
ihan in the beetroot^ a 


even 

violet colour; the strongly 
thickened cells ra- 
pidly become yel- 
low-brown. These 
latter are therefore 
lignified, and be- 
long, on account 
of their strong 
thickening and lig- 
nification, to the 
— sclerenchyma or 

mechanical tls- 
-“===— sue, The struct- 

ural characters of 
^ the thickened cells 

become especially 
clear under treat- 

_ , ment with chlor- 

Strongly- ^ 

-canals, surrounded by zmc iodine. 

Beactions of 
flesh of the pear in order to test the 
ir sugar, Most commonly used is 
g's solution. For this purpose we 
which one contains 35 grammes of 
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gas. fiaroB, till small babbles commence to form in the fluid. , Bv 
this time the section will have become a beautiful vermilion-recl 
colour. from the presence of reduced copper protoxide, which can 
be seen in, the cells under the microscope in the form of ve.ry 
numerous grains* There is present in the cells of the pear, 
therefore, a substance which reduces the alkaline copper oxide 
solution., a substance belonging to the grape-sugar group (glu- 
coses), in this particular ease grape-sugar or Isevulose. . 

For comparison we repeat the experime.nt with .a section of 
beetrootd This contains, as, is well known, a member of the 
cane-sugar group, viz*, Cane-sugar« Heated in the same way in 
Fehiing’s solution this shows no precipitate in the cells ; under 
the microscope the section has a blue colour. If the section is 
boiled for a longer time in the solution it begins to be coloured 
vermilion-red on the surface ; the cane-sugar is inverted, i.e., 
converted into glucose, by the strongly alkaline reagent, and now 
gives the protoxide precipitate. Under the microscope the peri- 
pheral cell-layer now shows the vermilion-red grains, while, 
provided the action has »ot been too prolonged, the inner cells 
still show the blue colour due to the presence of cane-sugar. 

Beactmi for Nitrates . — We will once more use the Beetroot, 
in order to realise the micro-chemical reactions for nitrates by 
means of diphenyiamine. This reagent, used by the chemist for 
the detection of very small quantities of nitrates and nitrites, 
serves excellently for histological purposes. We prepare cross 
or longitudinal sections through the beetroot, taking care, how- 
ever, that the sections extend to the surface. We can, with 
advantage, allow the sections to previously become somewhat 
dry on the object-slide, and then add the reagent. We use 0-05 
gram, diphenyiamine in 10 c.cm* pure sulphuric acid. Immediately 
after the addition of this a deep blue coloration (formation of 
aniline blue), shows in the outermost zone of the section. This 
zone contains the youngest tissue of the root, still in course of 
development ; it is this, therefore, which contains the nitrate. 
From these parts the colour quickly flows over the rest of the 
preparation, but in the first moment of the reaction the coloured 
zone is often sharply delimited. Nitrites, and various other salts, 
appear to give the same reactions, but ash analyses tend to show 

^ Bed beetroot can be freely used for this reaction, as the red colour 
disappears at once with action of the reagent. Or the parsnip may be used 
in its stead. — [E d.] 


68 


V. CELIi-WALri, AND CELL CONTENTS. 


fchati nikous salts do not occur in the living plant, and as the 
other salts in question are at least very rare, we can fairly con- 
clude that the reaction indicates the presence of a nitrate.—If 
instead of the somewhat dried section a fresh one is used for the 
reaction, the colour which is formed is diffused far more rapidly 
in the surrounding tissue, and the coloured zone is less sharply 
delimited. If quite dry material is used, the reagent should be 
in the form of a concentrated solution in concentrated sulphuric 
acid. — While the diphenylamine reaction appears in such a 
characteristic fashion in the sugar-beet, in other plants it may 
fail, although nitrates are present; so that if it fails we are not 
justified in drawing a final conclusion as to the absence of 
nitrates ; it is a positive, but not a negative, test. 

Structure of Cell-wall in Dahlia. — As the nezt object of in- 
vestigation we take the tubers of the Dahlia {D. variabilis). In 
the tuber, halved longitudinally, we can readily recognise the 
central pith« A longitudinal section prepared from this shows 
under the microscope more or less rectangular cells, arranged in 
longitudinal rows {Fig. 24) having a fery reduced cytoplasmic 

sac, with nucleus, and colour- 
less cell-sap. The inter- 
cellular spaces are filled 
with air; the cell- walls 
finely striate. The striae 
are oblique, to the extent of 
from 35° to 40°. W e appear 
to see two diagonally op- 
posed systems of striae in 
the same plane ; this is ex- 
plained by the comparatively 
small thickness of the walls, 
In fact, the two opposing 
systems of striae belong to 
the walls respectively of two 
juxtaposed cells, as can be 
determined especially at the free edges of the section. With chlor- 
zinc iodine the striae soon colour violet ; the intermediate places, 
where broad enough to see clearly, are manifestly uncoloured. — A 
cross-section of the same tissue shows on the end walls of the cells, 
which we then see in surface view, no appearance of striation. It 
shows only here and there larger rounded pits ; hence the neces- 



Fig. 24.- 


-Prom the pith of Dahlia mriahilis 
{x 240}. 
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sit? for cutting longitiicliiiai' sections to show the striate structure. 
It is a widely-spread phenomenon that the cross walls in, a tissue 
are thickened differently to the longitudinal walls — a phenomenon 
probably, associated with the differing demands on their perme- 
ability for the conduction of food-materials, etc. 

ImdinQ , — If the section is laid in absolute alcohol there arises 
in the cell-sap a fine precipitate of inuline. Eeplace the alcohol 
by water, and warm the object-slide over a spirit fame, and the 
precipitate is again dissolved. — In order to study the irmline in 
the shape of sphsero-crystals, it is best to examine pieces of 
tubers -which have been placed in about 50 per cent, alcohol at 
least eight days before. We examine the section best in water, 
and during the examination allow nitric acid very slowly to enter. 
The sphsero -crystals or sphserites (Fig. 25) are always found oo 
the cell-walls, forming more or 
less perfect balls. The ball can 
be traversed by cell-walls. Usu- 
ally several variously sized balls 
form together a larger group. 

The balls allow a radial structure 
to be more or less clearly recog- 
nised ; this structure comes out 
more sharply when the nitric acid 
begins to work ; it arises from 
radially arranged needle-shaped 
(acicular) crystals, which com- 
pose the ball. In the growing 
sphajrite they are deposited in 
concentric layers, whence arises 
its concentric lamination. Iodine 
solution produces no coloration. 

If the sx^hsero - crystals are 

warmed in a drop of water on 
,, , . , FiC- 25.— From the tuber of Dahlia 

the object-slide they quickly after lying in spirits for numy 

dissolve. — For the recognition monttis. Sphiero-crystals on the wails 
of inuline in solution in the 

tissues an alcoholic solution of orciii can be used. If sections are 
saturated with this, and then boiled in hydrochloric acid, a deep 
orange-red colour is produced if inuline be present. Any splite- 
rites of inuline which may be present are, of course, dissolved in 
the process. Phlorogliicin can be used instead of orcin, with a 
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resulting forownisli colour.— With polarised light the sph^rites of 
inuiine show a black Maltese cross on a bright ground, just as 
do starch grains. 

Calcmm Phosphate, — The sph^rites of dahlia tubers are not 
always of inuiine. In tubers preserved in alcohol, bulky sphsero- 
crystais of calcium phosphate are often deposited. They have 
the same form, but usually smaller ske than those of inulihej 
and are slowly dissolved in water if the preparation be ex- 
amined therein, their contour remaining to the last, while their 
refractive power continually decreases. The sphaerites of cal- 
cium phosphate are either without clear lamination and distinct 
nucleus, or they show an amorphous nucleus, which is surrounded 
by a shell of acicular crystals. In the latter form the nucleus of 
the sphaero-crystal is deeply stained by carmine solution ; in the 
former the sphaero-crystal is stained throughout its entire mass, 
and in this manner can again be made visible after it has almost 
disappeared through the action of water. In the one case the 
organic substance is confined to the nucleus ; in the other it is 
pretty uniformly distributed through the entire mass of the 
sphjEro- crystal. These sphaerites rapidly disappear when acted 
upon by nitric acid. Concentrated sulphuric acid run in under 
the cover-glass turns them brown at once, and then quickly 
changes them into nests of crystals of gypsum (sulphate of lime), 
while the sph^ero-crystals of inuiine, on the other hand, appear 
unchanged. 

If the dahlia tubers do not show sphaero-crystals of calcium 
phosphate, they can be readily found in other plants. They are 
certain to be found in the ground-tissue of the fleshy Euphorbias, 
cultivated in plant-houses, such as E. Caput-Medusce, when this 
has been laid in spirit. They are found very beautifully in the 
pith of the inflorescence of B. helioscopia (the sun- spurge), when 
this is preserved in spirit. 

Eeactimis of Tannin, — In order to demonstrate the tannin- 
reaction upon a typical object, we turn to the gall-apple or 
oak-gall, as found upon the leaves of our oaks. These gall- 
apples are due to the puncture of the oak-gall insect (Cynips 
querci), which lays an egg in the punctured tissue. We halve 
such a gall-apple while still young, and find on delicate radial 
sections taken from it that the interior hollow, occupied by the 
larva of the Gynips, is surrounded by a sheath, which consists of 
iso-diametric, rounded cells. These contain usually abundant 
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Starch grains,, turaiog bine \¥ith iodine. The- tissue succeeding to 
this inner portion is formed of radially elongated, polygonal cells, 
which diminish in length at the periphery of the gali-apple, and 
finally end under the sinali-celied outermost layer, the epidermis, 
tlie cells of which are strongly thickened externally. This entire 
tissue, surrounding the inner sheath, shows no enclosures of 
definite form. ; it is traversed by vascular bundles which are 
visible here and there. If, however, we lay a freshly prepared 
section in a drop of watery solution of chloride or sulphate of 
iron, we see that it colours dark- blue throughout. This colora- 
tion is, moreover, communicated to the surrounding fluid, and 
gives us, therefore, the iron-blue reaction for tannin. If the 
action is observed under the microscope, by ailowing iron solution 
to run into a dried section laid under a cover-glass, we see that 
first a fine dark-blue precipitate is formed, which, how^ever, is 
soon again dissolved in the reagent, so that now a blue fluid fills 
the cells. The weakest tannin reaction is given by the starch- 
containing cells of the inner sheath. — For comparison, let us now 
lay a second section in a watery solution, about 10 per cent., of 
bichromate of potash, and we see a dense, flocculent, red-brown 
preci] 3 itate, which is permanent, formed in the tannin-containing 
ceils. Or large pieces of tissue can be laid in potassium bi- 
chromate for at least twenty-four hours, and after washing 
them, sections prepared. The precipitate can then be accurately 
localised. Boiling potassium bichromate hastens the process. — 
Lastly, let us place a section in a concentrated solution of molyb- 
date of ammonia in concentrated ammonium chloride, and an 
abundant reddish-brown precipitate appears in the cells. This 
reaction will decide in doubtful cases, because those preceding 
can also proceed from other reducing bodies. — Sections of 
dried gall-apples also give the above reactions, though less 
beautifully. 

More roundabout, but specially certain, is the reaction with 
acetate of copper. The material to be investigated is, while 
living/ cut up into small pieces, and placed in a saturated solution 
(7 per cent.) of acetate of copper, and allowed to lie therein for 
eight or ten days, or longer. Sections then taken are laid upon a 
slide in a drop of 0*5 per cent, solution of sulphate of iron. In 
this they remain for only a few minutes, as, after longer action, 
the walls commence to go brown. After the sections have been 
washed in water, and placed in a watch-glass of alcohol, i-M 
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order to remove the air and chlorophyll, they are examined in 
glycerine. The sections remain unchanged in glycerine or 
glycerine-jelly. — The pieces of plant can be removed from the 
acetate of copper into alcohol for preservation, and examined later, 
when desired, by the aid of acetate of iron. Iron-bine and iron- 
green tannins are clearly distinguishable by this method. If it 
is desired at the same time to fix the cell-contents, alcoholic 
solution of acetate of copper can be used instead. 

Sclerenchyma Fibres of Vinca, — If a strong stem of Vinca 
major (the Periwinkle), cut off close above the ground, is broken, 
we see numerous small fibres project from the edge of the broken 
surface. We seize a tuft of such fibres with the forceps, draw 
them out, and place them in a drop of water on an object-slide. 
Under the microscope they appear as long, strongly thickened 
sclerenchyma fibres, tapering at both ends. The cavity is 
reduced to a narrow canal, which is entirely obliterated at both 
ends of the fibre, and sometimes at intermediate places. In less- 
thickened fibres the wall appears striate in one direction only ; 
in more strongly-thickened fibres there are two opposite oblique 
systems of striae, of which one belongs to the outer, the other to 
the inner system of layers of which the wall is composed. These 
are due to the spiral thickening of the wall. — With chlorzinc 
iodine solution the fibres quickly take on a violet colour, shading 
into brown. Specially instructive, however, is the relation with 
cuproxide ammonia, which reagent has the power of dissolving 
pure cellulose. The. action must be observed direct. On the 
addition of the- cuproxide ammonia solution the walls of the fibres 
swell strongly; at the first moment of the action the striation 
becomes more distinct, but quickly disappears. The outer 
complexes of layers are soon completely dissolved, while the 
inner one resists longer, and therefore the observer can see 
it completely isolated. At the beginning of the swelling a 
still finer stratification appears in the stratification which 
was previously visible; each layer is therefore composed of 
numerous exceedingly thin lamellse. This fine stratification 
is stamped especially distinctly upon the inner more resistent 
complex. 

Thickened Walls in Orniihogahm, — We now divide in halves, 
with the pocket-knife, a seed (not too old) of Ornithogalum^ say 
0. umhellatum (the Star of Bethlehem), clamp the half in the 
and-vice, damp the cut surface with water, and make with the 
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ra^ior the IhiBiaesI)' possible section. This section (Mg. 26) shows 

iis cells of approximately rectangular form. The walls of these 

cells are strongly thickened , the thick- 

ening layer , being, howeyer, pierced by ' . 

numerous simple pits. If the section ^ 

has skirted a cell- wail so that it ofiers ^ 

a surface view, the pits appear as round ^ I ■ o ^ 

pores (m), as can be seen in, the upper ■ .O ,... ■ o 

cell of the adjoining figure. From the' 

side the pits appear as canals, which ' ' 

extend from the .cell-cavity -up' to the ' 

primary cell-%vaIL The pits of adjoining - n ' 

cells correspond, ' and ' are separated by 

the primary wall (p), which we shall 


SQM6 


srtjrMr- f ■ 


RPP^^ 


designate the closing membrane. The 

innAr snr'fac’A of tho tbiolrptiina- In.vor ih \ • 


inner surface of the thickening layer is 

aistingaished by stronger refraetiveness ; se’-From the en,;Josj,er.n 

it forms the limiting layer, — We now otOrnithogaluwLumbellatnm. w. 
. i* • • T pits seen from above ;/), clojfiinir 

lay some sections m iodine, remove membrane in pits seeninprolile; 

any superfluity, and run in a drop of n, nucleus ( x 240). 
dilute siilpliuric acid. The thickening layers of the cells swell, 
and at the same time colour bright blue. Between these swelling 
thickening layers very delicate unswollen walls remain, and in 
thin parts of the section it can be determined that they have 
taken on a brownish tone. They are the so-called middle 
lamellaej the wails which existed in the cells prior to the com- 
mencement of the thickening, and which also traversed the 
closing membrane of the pits. — In chlorzinc iodine solution the 
thickening layers of these cells colour dirty violet, and swell — the 
middle lamellse again becoming brownish. In order to follow 
this reaction well it is desirable to put a dry section, without 
wetting in water, direct into the chlorzinc iodine. The ceils are 
densely filled with protoplasm and granular reserve food-mate- 
rials, the whole of which become yellow with chlorzinc iodine. 
In each cell the nucleus can be readily disclosed by the aid of 
acetic methyl green. 

As an alternative to this material, and offering very much the 
same characters, we may take the cortex of young twigs of the 
Cherry “laurel {Cemsus Lauro-Gerasus), 

Thickened Walls in Date- stone, — The thickening layers of the 
ceils in the endosperm of the seed or stone of the Date-palm 

^ See note on Rutheniumroth on page 433. 
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{PhcBuix dactylifera) have a very similar appearance; the cells, 
however, are more elongated, their cavity narrower, the walls 
proportionally much thicker, and they are radially arranged. 
Cross and longitudinal sections, therefore, provided they corre- 
spond with the radii, show the cells in longitudinal view, while 
tangential sections, which cut the radii at right angles, show 
cross-sections of the cells. Here also iodine and sulphuric acid 
colour the thickening layers blue, chlorzinc iodine solution a very 
beautiful violet, and by slow swelling numerous lamellae are 
usually brought into view. 

Bordered Pits ** of Pinus. — We turn now to the pine-wood 
{Pinus, etc., any species, preferably P. sylvestrist the Scotch fir), 
in order to study bordered pits. ^ For this purpose we take a piece 
of wood, either dry, or, better still, preserved in alcohol, from a stem 
as old as possible. First we prepare with a sharp pocket-knife the 
suitable surfaces for cutting — one radial, parallel to the long axis of 
the stem, one tangential to the same, and one directed perpendicu- 
larly to this axis. The concentric yearly rings which are visible 
with the naked eye upon every piece of pine-wood will provide 
us with the necessary bases from which to decide as to the 
directions in question, and the orientation of the sections must be 
very carefully attended to. The radial longitudmal section cuts 
the yearly rings perpendicularly; the tangential longitudinal 
section is so much the more perfect, the more parallel it runs to 
the yearly rings. The cross-section is directed perpendicularly 
to both longitudinal sections. — In the following preparation of 
microscopical sections, in order that the sections shall be good, 
and not to damage the razor, quite special precautionary rules 
must be adopted. If the razor is hollow-ground, rightly directed 
sections can be taken only from the edges of the piece of wood, 
so long as the back of the razor does not yet rest upon the 
cut surface. However, in general, only slightly hollowed razors 
should be used for cutting wood, as those greatly hollowed easily 
“ give ; and indeed it is recommended to use razors which are 
ground jflat on one side, Le,, the side which will rest upon the 
cut surface, though these razors have the disadvantage that 
they are not easily sharpened. The cut surface must always be 
moistened ; the sections must be as thin as possible. It is not 
necessary to have them of any size. A section which appears to 
be too thick should not be cut to the end ; it is better to with- 
draw the razor from the cut in order not to notch the edge. 

1 See note on Rutheniumroth on page 433, 
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The razor must be as sharp as possible, otherwise it will tear the 
cell- walls, and separate the inner thickening layers from the 
outei; , The wood preserved in alcohol cuts more easily than when 
dry, especially if .the former has been laid for about twe.nty-«four 
hours prior to use in a mixture of equal parts glycerine and 
aicohoh The surface which has been prepared by the pocket- 
knife, since it contains the torn cell-walls, must be removed 
with the razor in sections as thin as possible, and rejected. The 
■succeeding sections can. be usedd . 

A radial longitudinal motion, rightly directed through the 
wood of the Pine, appears, with weak magnification, to be com- 
posed of longitudinally elongated cells, which overlap one another 
with their tapering, rounded ends. Eunning across these cells 
w'e see the cell-rows of the medullary rays, with which we shall 
not at present concern ourselves. — ^We focus now with a higher 
power upon a part in which we see only the walls of the longi- 
tudinally elongated wood-cells, ahvays selecting the broader of 


them, and concentrate our attention upon the bordered pits of 
these walls. The bor- ^ 

dered pit appears in rn ^ " j, 

the form of tw^o con- jj , 

centric circles or eilip- [ ' 

ses(Fig. 27,A). The 

inner small circle, or / j | 

ellipse, represents the ... (W 

opening of the pit into j !! I j 1 

the cavity of the cell ; 

the larger outer circle, J ^ 

or ellipse, the broadest W w ^ 

part of the pit, wuth Fio, 27 . — Finns syhestris. a bordered pit in .sur- 

which it I’oins on '» ^3 ^ bordered pit in tangential longitudinal 

, section ; the torus. (7, cross-section of an entire tni- 

to the primai’y wail cheide; middle lamella; m*’, a “seam”; the 
separating the two limiting membrane (x 540). 

elements. This pit, therefore, is only distinguished from the 
simple pit, as we have seen it in the Date and in Ornithogalum, 
in that it broadens at its base. The pits of the adjoining cells, 
how^ever, coincide here in just the same way. If the mouth of 

^ It is of some advantage to keep an old thin razor (sharp, however), for 
preparing surfaces, as it is keener than a pocket-knife, and will spare the 
actual section razor. Even then the first section out with the latter should 
be rejected. — [E d,] 




76 ' V. CEIiL-WALIi, AND CELL CONa?ENTS. 

the pit, as commonly is the case in the narrower cells, is an 
obliquely placed ellipse (as in A), by changing the focussing 
we shall find the corresponding mouth of the other pit oblique 
in the opposite direction. The two pit-chambers adjoining one 
another are separated from one another by the primary wall, 
which, before the commencement of the secondary thickening, 
was already present, and is only slightly thickened subse- 
quently. This delicate wail is the closing membrane. In the 
middle it is somewhat thickened, and forms the so-called torus, 
w^hich is characteristic of the closing membrane of bordered pits. 
With most careful observation and suitable focussing with a 
sufficiently high power we may even be able to see this torus. 
It forms a round, weakly-shining disk, which has about twice the 
diameter of the mouth of the pit (compare in A), In the most 
favourable cases, and especially in preparations of dried wood, 
radial striation is observable in this torus, so that the delicate 
part of the closing membrane appears differentiated into radially 
arranged lamellae (Fig. 27, .4). 

A complete insight into the structure of the bordered pit can 
only be obtained with the aid of tangential sections. As the 
bordered pits stand on the radial walls of the wood-cells, they 
are seen in cross view (Fig. 27, B) in correctly taken tangential 
longitudinal sections. We search for these structures in the 
walls separating the wood-cells, stopping first at the dividing 
walls of the broader wood-cells, and not allowing ourselves to be 
led astray by the sectional view of the medullary rays, which are 
formed of a number of smaller cells standing one over the other. 
The figure of the cut pit is, it is true, clear only in very delicate 
parts of the section. If this condition is fulfilled, the pit appears 
in the form of the two pairs of pincers directed towards one 
another (or like a couple of extremely short screws placed with 
their heads flat together), much as in the above figure (27, C). 
If once the structure of these large-bordered pits is known, we 
can easily realise the structure of the smaller ones, which lie in the 
thicker walls of the narrower wood-cells. The difference, apart 
from the smaller size, is, that here on both sides a longer canal, 
corresponding to the thickness of the wall, runs out of the 
broadened pit-chamber. Between the largest-bordered pits and 
the smallest are all intermediate stages. In the interior of the 
pit is seen, in the most famiirahle cases^ the closing membrane, 
which in its centre is swollen into a torus (t). In the bordered 
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pits of the ail dry wood it is iisnaily pressed to one side of the 
pit^chamber (-B). If, on the other hand, fresh wood, or alcohol 
material, is investigated, we shall find the closing membrane in 
the sap-wood (alburnum) stretched across the middle of the pit- 
chamber. In the heart-wood (duramen), on the contrary, the 
relations are just as we have given for the air-dry wood. 

The figure of the bordered pit is clearer after the action of 
chlorzinc iodine, which stains the cell-wall yellow-brown. This 
coioration is due to the strong lignif action of the walls. Here 
and there these walls appear bordered with violet on their inner 
sides. The closing membrane is not stained by the chlorzinc 
iodine. After treatment with this reagent we can readily con- 
vince ourselves that the completely. developed wood-cells contain 
neither protoplasmic sac nor nucleus; they consist only of dead 
cell- walls, and, as they serve for the conduction of water, and in 
this respect, as well also as in the nature of the thickening of 
their walls, resemble the tracheas, i.e», vessels, they are known as 
tracheides. 

^ Not infrequently the thickening layers of the tracheides of the 
pine-wood, when examined in longitudinal section, show a more 
or less distinct spiral stria tion, mounting at an angle of about 50° 
to 60°. This arises from the formation of narrow spiral bands, 
instead of an uninterrupted thickening layer. The mouths of the 
pits then appear elongated in the direction of the stria tion, and 
like the stria of the two adjoining side-walls, the mouths of 
adjoining pits cross one another. 

We prepare also a cross-section oi the pine-wood. This must 
be specially thin. The tracheides thus cut across appear as a 
rule rectangular. They form radial rows. The limits of the 
annual rings are marked out by the abrupt succession of the wide 
cavitied slightly thickened tracheides of spring, to the narrow 
cavitied greatly thickened tracheides of late summer. Each 
medullary ray is formed only of a row of narrow, radially 
elongated cells. On the radial walls of the tracheides we see 
the sections of the pits (Eig. 27, 0), the figure of which appears 
in no way different from that in the tangential longitudinal 
section. Between the tracheides the middle lamellae appear as 
fine separating lines {m). Where more than two tracheides are 
in contact, the middle lamella is thickened into a solid or hollow 
seam (w^). The inner limit of the cell-wall surrounding the 
cavity is more strongly refractive, and forms the limiting mem- 
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brane (■^), which is specially clear in the more strongly-thickened 
trachei'des of late summer. It is still clearer after the action of 
concentrated sulphuric acid ; the thickening sheaths swell, and 
are finally dissolved ; the limiting membrane resists for a longer 
time and stands out sharply ; between the swelling thickening 
layers are seen the primitive walls of the cells, of which finally 
only the delicate network of middle lamellae remains, stained 
yellowish-brown. These middle lamella owe their resistance 
to concentrated sulphuric acid to a specially strong lignifaction 
which characterises the middle lamella of wood. Concentrated 
chromic acid solution acts upon a section in a similar way, and 
after prolonged action leaves of it only a network of middle 
lamellae, appearing bright in the dark fluid. The resistance of 
this network indicates an especially strong lignifaction, which 
universally distinguishes the middle lamellae of wood. With 
slower swelling in sulphuric acid, by using diluted acid, we 
can often determine, and especially in the strongly thickened 
tracheides of autumn, that the thickening layer consists of very 
numerous delicate lamellae. With chlorzinc iodine the cross- 
section is coloured yellow-brown, the middle lamellae a purer 
yellowy in individual cells, also, the inner thickening layer, 
immediately surrounding the limiting membrane, shows well 
the violet colour of cellulose ; and if the section which has been 
in chlorzine iodine be also treated with dilute sulphuric acid (2 
parts acid 1 part water), in many cases the entire thickening 
layer will take on a blue colour. 

Exceptionally thin cross-sections of the wood of this Finns 
serve as excellent test-objects, with the aid of which we 
can form a judgment upon the quality of the medium and 
higher magnification of our microscope. Sufiiciently delicate 
sections being presupposed, the figure must appear perfectly flat, 
brightly lighted, sharp in outline, clear in structural details, and 
free from colour. 

Beactions of Lignin , — In order to become acquainted with 
the characteristic reactions of lignified membranes (lignin) we 
will make use of phloroglucin and sulphate of aniline. We 
dissolve a trace of phloroglucin in alcohol, and lay some sections 
of wood in this solution. After this we place it in a drop of 
water on the object-slide, and allow, from under the edge of the 
cover-glass, hydrochloric acid to act upon it. The walls of the 
cells quickly take a beautiful violet-red colour. Other sections 
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we place in a watery solution of aniline sulphate, when they at 
once become bright yellow ; this colour is still more heightened 
by the addition of dilute sulphuric acid. In place of phloroglucin 
we can use an extract, prepared with water or spirits of wine 
from the wood of the Cherry, with almost the same result— If 
sections of the fresh stem of the Pine, passing from cortex to pith 
are treated with strong hydrochloric acid, a yellow coloration of 
the wood is at once produced, which, however, gradually gives 
place from the exterior inwards, and from the interior outwards 
respectively, to a violet colour. This also is the phloroglucin 
reaction, and indeed proceeds from phloroglucin which is derived 
from the contents of the cortical ceUs and pith cells respectively. 
Even the medullary rays of the young wood contain a little 
phloroglucin, so that the violet colour also spreads from each of 
these. If the sections pass through the cambium we can readily 
see the gradual extinction of the lignin reaction in the neighbour- 
hood of the cambium. 

If cross-sections of pine-wood are laid in Eau-de-JaveUe, and 
the action permitted for a suitable length of time, the lignin is 
removed from the lignified membranes, and the cellulose left 
behind will take the cha,racteristio blue colour with ohlorzinc 
iodine. Similarly the lignin can be removed by Schultze's 
maceration fluid. 


CHAPTEE VI. 


THE EPIDEEMIS— STOMATA— WATER-STOMATA. 

Principal Materials Used. 

Leaves of Flag Iris ; fresh. Or, of Hyacinth. 

Leaves of Tradescantia mrginica, or T. Bebrina ; fresh. 

Leaves of Lilium ; in alcohol. 

Leaves of J-Zoe oi Agave; fresh; or alcohol material softened for twenty- 
four hours in half-and-half glycerine and alcohol. 

Leaves of Tro^pceoluniy or of fuchsia ; fresh. 

Principal Eeagbnts Used. 

Ohlorzinc iodine — Sulphuric acid — Tincture of alkanet— -Potash. 

Epidermis of Iris . — Take a surface-section of the outer side 
(morphologically the under side) of the ‘‘ equitant” leaves of a 
Flag Iris, Iris florentina. The section must be so thin that it 
only grazes the tissue underlying the epidermis, and should be 
observed in water with the outer surface turned upwards. It will 
be seen at once that the Epidermis is composed of elongated cells 
which run parallel to the long axis of the leaf. The cells are 
ended by cross partition walls ; they are connected together 
without any ordinary intercellular spaces, contain colourless cell- 
sap, a nucleus, and a very reduced protoplasmic sac. On its 
outer side the epidermis is covered by an exceedingly fine-grained 
layer of wax. In a line with the cells of the epidermis lie 
special intercellular spaces, the elliptic Stomata, which, however, 
are only indistinctly visible, because the four adjoining cells of 
the epidermis extend over the Guard-cells of the stoma, ^ partially 

^ In ordinary terminology, the term “ stoma ” includes the guard-cells 
and the accessory structures. I have limited the term, as etymologically it 
should be limited, to the pore (“stomatic cleft,” of many authors). The 
whole structure is a “ stomatio apparatus -[Ed.] 
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covering them. Hence there remains only an elongated elliptical 
pit (/) which leads to the stoma (Fig. 28, A). This stomatic pit 
usually appears black, because filled with air. — ^In order to see 
the guard-cells well, now turn the section over. It can then 
be easily proved that the stoma is enclosed between two semi- 
lunar guard-cells. In distinction from the neighbouring epider- 
mal cells these cells contain chlorophyll bodies. The nuclei 
usually show as clear spots about the mid-length of the guard- 
cells. Between the two guard-cells is a spindle-shaped cleft, the 
stoma proper or stomatic cleft (s), apparently about half the 
length of these cells. 



Fig. 28. — Epidermis of the under side of the leaf of Iris florentina. surface 
view; B, in cross section;/, stomatic pit ; s, cleft, or stoma; c, cuticle; «, air- 
chamber ( X 240). 

Since the long axis of the stomata coincides in this instance 
with the long axis of the leaf, it is easy to obtain correct cross- 
sections of the stomata. The section should be taken at right 
angles to the long axis of the leaf. For this purpose a narrow 
strip, say about J inch long and inch broad, should be cut out 
of the leaf, in the direction of its length, with a pair of scissors ; 
this strip can be supported between two pieces of the pith of the 
elder or of the sunflower, or, though less advantageously, between 
two pieces of carrot or of fine bottle cork ; or, several such strips 

6 
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can be packed together without other support than they give 
to each other. The elder or sunflower pith necessary for this 
purpose is obtained from dried pieces of the steins of those plants 
by stripping off the cortex and ring of woody tissue. A piece of 
pith about an inch long is cut in two lengthwise with a sharp 
" 'razor. The flat strip of leaf which has to be cut is now laid 
between the two halves of the pith, so that the end of the strip 
reaches to the end of the split piece of pith. Thin cross-sections 
are then taken through pith and object at the same time, and 
the sections are lifted with a camel-hair brush from the blade of 
the razor on to the object-slide. While cutting, the two pieces 
of pith can either be held together simply with the fingers, or the 
two halves can be fastened together by winding round them a 
piece of thread. In cutting, the pith is so held that the razor 
passes through the strip of leaf from side to side and not from 
edge to edge ; in this way many approximately equal sections 
can be taken. For delicate objects the softer sunflower pith is 
preferable to the somewhat harder elder pith ; for more resistant 
objects, like that in question, elder pith is better used ; for stilt 
more resistant objects, not pith, but fine cork, as used for bottlers. 

The preparation of sufficiently thin sections will probably offer 
no insuperable difficulties, but may be ensured by the use of a 

hand microtome, such as 
is illustrated in the an- 
nexed Fig. 29 (Leitz, Wetz- 
lar, 15s.). The object to 
be cut is placed in the tube, 
fixed by the clamping 
screw, and adjusted level 
with the glass cutting 
table. The adjustment 
of the object before and 
after cutting is effected 
by means of the screw 
bottom, one division on 
the graduated tube of 
which indicates mm. 
(¥ 6^(1 Cutting is 

performed by a razor, the blade of which is pressed flat on the 
glass cutting table. An ordinary razor can be used, or, better/ 
one which is hollow on the upper, flat on its lower side. 
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In this way a number of sections are prepared for further use, 
and they can be laid in the -meantime, by means of a camel-hair 
brush, in a 'watch-glass filled with water. Place some of the 
sections in water under the microscope, and they will show, in 
favourable places, median cuts through the stomata, as shown in 
Pig. 28, B. As such a cross-section will show, the epidermal 
ceils of Iris florentina are more strongly thickened on their outer 
than on their inner side. The inner walls, however, are also 
pretty thick, while the radial walls are only slightly thickened. 
This structure is connected with the function of the epidermis, 
which not only has to serve as an outer protecting sheath, but 
also has to serve as a water-reservoir. The thin radial walls 
easily allow a change in the capacity of the cells, which, by 
means of a bellows-like play, diminish in height with loss of 
water, and enlarge again with increase of water. The two guard- 
cells lie recessed between the epidermal ceils; the manner in 
which the latter overlap the guard-cells can be at once seen. 
The stomatic-pit leads down to the guard-cells. These latter are 
strongly thickened on the upper and under side. Above the cleft 
is found a special thickening ridge which in cross-section con- 
stitutes a beak-like projection. Under it the wall is for a short 
distance thinner, and the same over a broader area on the other 
side, towards the adjoining epidermal cell. This thickening of 
the wall is connected with the mechanism of movement of the 
guard-cells, which would become higher and curve more strongly, 
thus widening the cleft, when their turgidity increases ; but their 
curvature would diminish, they would filatten, and thus narrow 
the cleft, when their turgidity decreases. In order that the 
movement of the guard-cells may not be hindered, the strongly- 
thickened wall of the surrounding epidermal cells thins suddenly 
at their line of union with the guard-cells ; the guard-cells are 
here attached as with hinges — the stomatic hinges. Under the 
stoma is found an air-cavity, the ventilating chamber (a), a 
large intercellular space, under natural conditions filled with air, 
surrounded by chlorophyll-containing cells, and connected with 
the intercellular spaces which are found between them. — ^A cross- 
section laid in chlorzinc iodine shows us that the walls of the 
epidermal cells stain violet in their entire extent, with the exception 
of a thin outer layer, somewhat wrinkled, the so-called Cuticle (c), 
which becomes yellowish-brown. This cuticle swells out at the 
stoma into the beak-like projection which we have already men- 
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tioned, which appears coloured yellow-brown by the chlorzinc 
iodine, because it is cuticularised. As an extremely delicate 
membrane, the cuticle is continued through the stomatic cleft, 
over the guard- cells, to the commencement of the chlorophyll- 
containing parenchyma. Apart from this, the guard- cells are also 
violet over their whole wall. By the use of concentrated sul- 
phuric acid the whole section is dissolved, the cuticle alone 
remaining behind, together with the cuticularised projections of 
the guard-cells. 

Stomata of Hyacinth. — The stomata on the leaves of various 
species of Hyacinth are constructed exactly as in /ns, though 
not sunk in the epidermis (/c., there is no stomatic pit), the 
two guard-cells lying at approximately the same level with the 
surrounding epidermal cells. Surface-sections, therefore, or 
epidermal strips torn off, show the two guard-cells when viewed 
right way up. The stomata are found not only on the under, but 
also on the upper, side of the leaf. As the long axis of the stoma 
in this case also coincides with the long axis of the leaf, it is easy 
to obtain cross-sections. At half-way up on the side towards 
the cleft, as well as on the whole side facing the surrounding 
epidermal cells, the wall of the guard-cells is slightly thickened. 
The structure of the hinge ” is the same as in Iris. 

Stomata of Tradescantia.—kn exceeimglj favourable object 
for the study of the stomatic apparatus is found in the hardy 
s^idei-woit, Tradascantia virginica. The epidermis on both 
sides of the leaf consists of polygonal cells, mostly elongated in 
the direction of the long axis of the leaf ; with these alternate 
narrow stripes of longer and narrower cells. These stripes are 
visible with the naked eye, especially on the under surface of the 
leaf, and appear green in colour, while the stripes of broader cells 
appear grey. The lateral wails of the epidermal cells are pitted; 
the outer surface is faintly striate. The number of stomata is 
markedly greater on the under side of the leaf; therefore we 
choose this side for examination. The stomata are almost 
always surrounded by four epidermal cells (Fig. 30, A). The 
guard-cells lie on the same level with the epidermal cells ; the 
cleft which they have between them is comparatively large ; they 
contain chlorophyll grains, between which the nucleus is usually 
visible. In the epidermal cells also the nuclei are very con- 
spicuous, and appear surrounded by small colourless leucoplasts 
(Fig. 30, A, Z),; the cell-sap of the epidermal cells is here and 
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tshere , rose-coloured.— The long axis of the stoma corresponds 
with the long axis of the leaf, so that here also it is easy to 
obtain correct cross-sections. The stomata present then the 
appearance shown in Fig. 30, B. The side of the guard-cells 
towards the cleft appears in this case also to be less thickened at 
about mid height, while the whole of each side turned to^mrds 
the adjoining epidermal cells is also thinner. Besides this, it 
happens that both of the epidermal ceils adjoining the guard-cells 
are flatter than the epidermal ceils lying beyond, and are also 
less thickened on their outer sides. They appertain, therefore, 
to the stornatic apparatus as ^‘accessory cells,” and stand in 
lieu of the hinge or joint which in Iris florentina is formed 
merely by the thin part of the membrane at the junction with 
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the guard-cells. The leucoplasts (1), which surround the nueleus 
in the epidermal cells offer here a very favourable object for 
observation. It is interesting that these leucoplasts, in spite of 
being in a position so strongly exposed to the light, remain small 
and colourless, and do not develop into chlorophyll grains ; but 
this is connected with the fact that the epidermis has here no 
assimilating function. 

Epidermis of T. zehrina. — Tradescajitia zebrina has a stornatic 
apparatus composed in the same way, and can replace T. virginica 
when the latter is not available. Stomata are present only on 
the under side of the leaf. Many epidermal cells contain red 
cell-sap. On each side of the stornatic apparatus not one but 
two accessory guard-cells are usually present. The cross-section 
is very instructive, though not easy to obtain sufi&ciently thin ; 
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thicker sections, however, serve for general information. The 
epidermal cells on both sides of the leaf are distinguished, as 
cross-sections show, by their considerable height; those on the 
upper side especially are so high that they alone form half the 
thickness of the leal Many of these epidermal cells are seen to 
be divided by cross walls. The leaves of Tradescantia possess, 
therefore, in their epidermis, a specially efficient water-reservoir. 
The accessory ceils of the stomata are, as the cross-section shows, 
quite flat and thin, so that a great air-chamber, of the depth of the 
surrounding epidermal ceils, isformedunder the stomatic apparatus. 

Stomata of Lilium. — Very beautiful large stomatic apparatus 
are present on the under side, more rarely the upper side, of the 
leaves of the white garden lily, Lilium candidum, and this can 
therefore be recommended as an object for investigation. The 
epidermal cells are elongated in the long axis of the leaf, lie in 
straight rows, but have, however, an undulating outline. The 
stomatic apparatus stand as prolongations of the epidermal 
cells, and at the same height with them. The cross-section is 
easy to obtain, and shows a hinge at the point of junction of the 
guard-cells in the form of a sudden thinning of the strongly 
thickened outer wall of the neighbouring epidermal cells. 

Epidermis of Alo&.—^h.b species of Aloe 2,VLdi Agave possess 
epidermal cells thickened very strongly on their outer sides, and 
stomata proportionally deeply sunk in the epidermis. Because 
it is specially instructive, and not difficult to prepare, we select 
for observation Aloe nigricans , a greenhouse plant with ligulate 
leaves arranged in two series (ranks); but other species of Aloe 
can serve as substitutes. In surface-sections , the epidermis of 
upper as well as under side appears formed of regular polygonal 
cells, mostly hexagonal. The cavity (or lumen) of each of these 
cells is reduced to a relatively small, rounded space, which ap- 
pears dark, because in cutting it has become filled with air. 
The stomata are found on both sides of the leaf; deep pits lead 
up to them. These stomatic pits are always bounded by four 
cells, and have a rectangular contour ; a somewhat prominent 
rim surrounds the pit. If you wish to see the guard-cells, it 
suffices to lay the sections on the glass-slide with their inner 
side upwards. The guard-cells are comparatively broad and 
short ; amongst their contents are noticeable strongly refractive 
spherical oil-globules.-— As the epidermis is very hard, the cross- 
section is best taken between two pieces of bottle cork. The 
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whole thickness of the leaf need not be taken, but a piece of the 
tissue, say about inch thick, is cut off from one surface of the 
leaf. As the stomata run parallel to the long axis of the leaf, %Te 
arrange the piece of leaf so that it shall be cut at right angles to 
this axis. We cut the sections from the inner towards the outer, 
ie.i from the soft towards the harder part of the tissue. The 
strong thickening of the epidermal cells is at once noticeable in 
these sections (see 
Fig. 31); this thick- 
ening affects only 
the outer half of the 
cell; corresponding 
to it, the cavity of 
the cell narrows 
outwards. The 
thickened parts of 
the cell- wall are 
white, strongly re- 
fractive, and are 

covered externally Fig. 31.— Cross-section ttrougli the epidermis and stoma 
, _ of Aloe nigricans. % inner thickening layer ( x 240). 

by a cuticle more 

strongly refractive still, but not sharply delimited. The lateral 
boundaries of the cells are only indicated by delicate lines in 
the thickened mass, and externally by a slight ridge. The 
interior of the strongly refractive thickening layer is covered 
by a comparatively thin, feebly refractive layer (*). This sur- 
rounds especially the keel-shaped narrowed part of the cell- 
cavity ; while gradually thinning off, it ends on the side walls 
simultaneously with the refractive thickening layer. This thick- 
ened part of the epidermis, viewed in the aggregate in the section, 
appears like a curtain cut into regular scollops. At the places 
where a pit leading up to a stoma is found, is first to be noticed 
the projection which encloses the stomatic pit as with a rim ; 
next, that the scollop, formed by the thickening layers, is here 
only half as wide, and has also only half its usual depth. The 
guard-cells show, both above and below, on the stomatic side, 
projecting ridges (of “ entrance” and of “exit”), which in cross- 
section appear beak-like. Above the guard-cells are found the 
thin parts of the wall which serve as epidermal hinges. The 
ventilating chamber is narrow and deep. — Commonly a parallel, 
more or less oblique, striation will be observed on the thickened 
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walls of the epidermal cells ; it is caused by the razor in cutting, 
and not infrequently recurs with hard elastic objects. 

A section treated with chlorzinc iodine, shows the highly re- 
fractive thickening layer coloured yellow-brown ; it is, therefore, 
cuticularised. The inner covering to this layer (i) is, on the other 
hand, coloured violet, as likewise are the other cell-walls of the leaf. 
The yellow-brown coloration passes over the hinge” on to the 
outer and inner ridges which are on the guard-cells. Elsewhere the 
guard-cells are coloured violet. — On treatment with concentrated 
sulphuric acid, the whole of the part which colours yellow-brown 
with chlorzinc iodine remains undissolved for a time, but after 
some hours’ action this also is dissolved, and then the delicate 
cuticle, and the fine middle lamellse found between the epidermal 
cells, alone still persist. The cuticle is continued over the guard- 
cells to the junction with the chlorophyll-containing inner cells. 
The cuticular layers and the cuticle take a brown colour in the 
sulphuric acid. The oil present in the guard-cells '‘balls” 
together, immediately on the entrance of the acid, into a highly 
refractive spherule, which disappears after some time. — In sec- 
tions laid for a few hours in a solution of alkanet in 50 per cent, 
alcohol the cuticle becomes red; any fats present take a deeper 
red colour, so that this coloration of the cuticle is taken to show 
the presence of fatty substances in it. 

Water-Pores of Tropceolum.— We will now turn our attention 



\ /(o)i to Water-Pores or Water- 

Stomata. These show 
same structure as the 
air-stomata, but are larger, 
/fi and the cleft, as well as 

/ f i \ ° / the underlying intercellu- 

I I space, is, at least in 

I \ i \ V I filled with water. 

I The guard-cells of these 

stomata as a rule quickly 
^tien lose their 
movability, so that the 
cleft between stands wide 

^ . . . , , open. The most favour- 

Fia. 32.— Water -stoma at the edge of the leaf f, i • r jr .i , 
of r/za/w5 , together with the surround- 3^ ole object lor the study 

mg epidermal cells ( x 240). these water-pores is 

Tropmlum majus {ihe lndiX 2 i,u cress or so-called “ Nasturtium ”). 
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Tlie water-stomata are found in the upper side of the leaf, and 
always over the ends of, the principal veins. Here the edge of 
the leaf tends to show a small depression. A general idea of 
the water- stomata can be obtained if a suitable piece of a 
leaf in its entire thickness is brought into the held of the 
microscope, under water, and covered with a cover-glass, though 
the details are only observable on surface-sections taken from 
a suitable part of the edge of the leaf. A water-stoma then 
presents the appearance in Mg. 32. The dead contents of the 
guard-cells are as a rule very greatly reduced. Several waiter- 
stomata are usually found grouped at a short distance from one 
another. , , 

Water-Pores of Fuchsia , — Another favourable object for the 
study of these water-pores is the Fuchsia^ but preparation is 
somew^hat more difficult, as the stomata are only found at the 
apex of the teeth on the leaf margin. The sections must there- 
fore be taken through these. The guard-cells here show living 
contents, and a fair number of chlorophyll bodies. Thick sec- 
tions can be made transparent with potash, 
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THE EPIDERMIS (C0OTi>.)—HAmS--GLANDS~-W AX. 

Peincipal Materials Used. 

Leaves of Wallflower ; fresh. Also young shoots ; in alcohol. 

Leaves of Matthiola annua (Ten-week Stock) ; fresh. 

Flowers of Pansy ; fresh. 

Flowers of Verbascum nigrum (Mullein) ; fresh ; also, 

Leaves of Y, thapsiforme, or V. thapsus ; fresh. 

Leaves of Shepherdia canadensis, or of Elmagnus angustifolia ; fresh. 

Twigs of Rosa; fresh. 

Young stems and leaves of Stinging-nettle (TJrtica dioica) ; fresh. 

Petioles of Primula sinensis; fresh; or of Pelargonium donate. 

Young shoots of Pansy {Viola tricolor) ; fresh. 

Winter buds of Horse-chestnut (JEsculus JSippocastanum) ; fresh, and in 
alcohol. 

Leaves of Bcheveria, and Eucalyptus globulus ; fresh. 

Nodes of stems of Sugar-cane (fifiiccto'wm) ; fresh. 

Principal Ebagents Used. 

Acetic acid — Sulphuric acid— Hydrochloric acid — 20 per cent, chromic acid 
Rosaniline violet. 

We are already acquainted with the root-hairs of the Progbit, 
Hydrocharis onorsm-ranm, and as root-hairs are always, like these, 
unicellular sacs, we need not further investigate them. We have 
also seen the epidermal cells of numerous petals elongated into 
conical papilloe {Tropmolum, Bosa), and also the staminal hairs 
of Tmdescantia, threads formed of barrel-shaped, swollen cells 
(Pig. 14); lastly also the hairs of Cucurhita, simple pointed 
threads arising from a multicellular base. Plant hairs of various 
forms are therefore already known to us ; it is, however, worth 
while to amplify our special knowledge of them. 

Hairs of Wall-flower , — On the leaves and stems of Cruciferae 
we find very many forms of much-branched unicellular hairs. On 
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the stems and leaves of the Wall-flower, or Gilly-flower (Cheir- 
anihus Cheiri), we see spindle-shaped structures (Fig. 33, i), 
with narrow cavities obliterated towards the two ends. These 
unicellular spindles are covered on their outer surface with pro- 
tuberances, less numerous larger ones and more niinioroiis 
smaller ones between them. As the spindles are all directed 
parallel to the long axis of 
the leaf, we can see in what 
direction cross - sections of 
these should be taken, 
though thin sections are 
not easy to obtain. As it 
is desirable to hit upon the 
hair at its point of insertion 
in the centre of its length, 
numerous sections should 
be taken in order to increase 
the chance of success.^ We 
see (Fig. 33, B) that the place 
of insertion of the hair lies 
somewhat sunk, and that 
the epidermal cell which 
broadens out into the body 
of the hair is narrower than 
its neighbours, that at the 
base it is somewhat swol- 
len, rounded, and extends 
farther into the surround- 
ing tissue. It forms the 
‘^foot ” of the hair. Lon- 
gitudinal sections through the leaf show that the foot is not 
broader in the long direction of the hair than in the cross direc- 
tion. We can readily satisfy ourselves that the cavity of the 
foot passes without interruption into the cavity of the body of 
the hair.- — We can obtain a still more complete idea of the form 
of the foot if we lay a thin surface-section with the under side 
upwards. The foot is circular in section. It can now be seen, 



Fig. 33, A and .B.-— From the under side of 
the leaf of Qheiranthus Chdri. A , the hair seen 
from above (x 90); in cross-section ( x240); 
(J, from the under side of the leaf of Matthifla 
annua ; hair seen from above {x 90). 


^ As similar hairs are found longitudinally placed upon the young stems, 
and these latter are much easier to prepare cross-sections of, they may offer 
alternative material, and if preserved in alcohol are so much the better,— 
[Ed.] 
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also, that the chlorophyll-containing cells of the tissue of the leaf 
join radially, and without gaps, with the somewhat broadened 
part of the foot projecting below the epidermis. 

Hairs of Matthiola, — The hairs of the ten-week stock, Mat- 
thiola annua (Mg. 33, 0), are repeatedly branched in one plane 
parallel to the leaf surface. These hairs, especially on the under 
surface of the leaf, are set so closely together that their branches 
interlace. The cavity of the hair, in consequence of the strong 
thickening of the walls, is well-nigh obliterated. Knobs are 
scarcely at all developed on the surface. — 
The view of the epidermis from the inner 
side (by means of surface-sections placed 
upside down) is very instructive, for it 
shows a tolerably marked swelling of the 
globular foot of the hair, and around it an 
exceedingly beautiful radial arrangement 
of the chlorophyll-containing cells. 

Hairs of Fansy.— In the groove which 
leads to the spur-like elongation of the 
lower or anterior petal of the pansy (Viola 
tricolor) are very peculiar long unicellular 
hairs (Fig. 34). They can be seen very 
well if a cross-section oi the lower petal is 
taken near the place where the tubular 
spur opens out into the furrow or groove. 
Each of certain epidermal cells grows out, 
almost in its entire width, into a hair. 
This is covered with irregular gnarled 
swellings. The cuticle of the hair shows 
slight longitudinal ridges. The cell-sap 
is colourless, but yellow pigment-bodies 
(chromatophores) are often present in the protoplasmic sac. 

Staminal Hairs of Mullein. — The staminal filaments in the 
flowers of the common Mullein (Verhascum nigrum) are covered 
with unicellular violet hairs. In order to examine them the 
anther should be removed from the filament, and this latter 
pulled to pieces with needles in a drop of water on an object- 
slide. The hairs are very long, swollen out at the end into the 
form of a club, and with violet cell-sap. The surface of the hair 
is covered with somewhat elongated protuberances which ascend 
in more or less regular spirals. 



Fig. 34.— Hairs from the 
furrow of the lower petal of 
Viola tHcoloT (x 240). 
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Branched multicellular hairs are to be found in the same 
plant on the under side and edges of the corolla. Seen from 
above, these hairs have a certain likeness to those of MattJmla^ 
but all of the branches here arise from a common centrla 
point, and each branch is in itself a closed cell. Moreover, the 
branches do not spread out in the same plane, but arise at 
indefinite angles. Their walls are quite as strongly thickened as 
in Matthiola; outer protuberances are wanting. The hairs on 
the edges of the petals are seen in side view. The body of the 
hair is out off by a partition wall from the epidermal cell which 
bears it. It consists of a stalk or pedicel, almost always unh 
cellular, and upon this the branches are mounted. Slight 
modifications of these conditions occur, which need no further 
explanation. — Besides these branched hairs, the edge of the 
corolla also bears small glandular hairs. These have a two to 
three celled stalk, and a flattened head, which is covered here 
and there at the apex by a strongly refractive substance. These 
last we shall not, however, study here, but in another more 
favourable object. 

Felted Sairs of Mullein.--lt is only necessary to imagine the 
multicellular branched hairs of the Mullein placed one upon 
another several times, in order to understand the hairs which 
form the felt on the leaves of Verhascum thapsiforme. These 
hairs are sometimes as many as five stages high, each stage 
separated from its predecessor by a unicellular joint, which 
continues the main axis of the hair. The cells of the hair are 
for the most part filled with air. They are best shown by cross- 
sections through the midrib of the leaf.\ 

Scales of Shepherdia.--To the same category as the branched 
hairs of the petals of Verbascum belong the scales of Shepherdia 
canadensis, a hardy ornamental Blaagnaceous shrub. On the 
under side of the leaf, distinguishable even with a hand lens, 
we find more or less loosely constructed white, and more or 
less closely constructed brown (Big. 35, A) stars. On the upper 
side of the leaf only white stars are to be found, and always in 
smaller number. The cells of these looser white stars contain, 
as microscopical examination shows, only air ; they arise from a 
common central point, but are separated from one another later- 
ally. On the upper side of the leaf they do not lie in one plane, 

1 Verhascum Tha^psus, a native perennial, has very Similar liairs.™[ED.] 
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but rather radiate steliately in ail directions. The cells of the 
brown stars are connected together almost to the tip, and pro- 
vided with living contents ; the nuclei in their interior can be 
seen without difficulty. A cross-section through the leaf, where 
it cuts a brown star centrally, shows that its stalk (Fig. 35, B) 
is multicellular, and that not only the epidermis but also the cell- 
layer next beneath passes over into it.^ The stalk bears aloft the 
stellate unilamellar but multicellular expansion. 

Should Shepherdia canadensis not be at our disposal, Elceag- 
nus angustifolia can to a certain extent replace it. Here, on the 
under side of the leaf, only the white air-containing scales are 
present. The disk consists of cells either laterally isolated, or 
grown together almost to the margin. 



Eig. 35, — Scales Irom the under side of the 
the surface ; in ci 



if of Shepherdia canadensis. from 
5-section ( x 240). 


Prickles of Bosa. — Now take a horizontal section through the 
stem of a rose, say Bosa semjperfiorens of gardens, at the place 
where one of the prickles' arises. Try to halve the prickle as 
nearly as possible in the middle, and then to take a thin section, 
— a process not so easy as it seems. In cutting, do not neglect 
to moisten the cut surface with water. In a successful section it 
can be seen that the epidermis of the stem is continued over the 
prickle, the cells being at the same time more strongly thickened 
and more elongated. Inside the epidermis there pass into the 

^This (as also Bosa^ following) should preferably be classed as an 
emergence, rather than a hair proper, since it includes also tissue of sub- 
epidermal origin. — [E d.] 
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prickle pretty strongly thickened narrow-cavitied cells, and, far- 
ther in, similar but broader ones. These last fill up the whole 
central part of the prickle. All these cells are finely pitted. 
The epidermis of the stem is separated from the chlorophyll- 
containing inner tissue by an often strong layer of considerably 
thickened elongated cells joining on to one another with oblique 
end-walls, and containing no chlorophyll. These ceils witlioiit 
chlorophyll are of like origin to those which form the inner 
tissue of the prickle. The tissue-elements of the prickle are, 
however, separated from the chlorophyll-containing tissue of the 
stem by a layer of flat-celled tissue, which arises by division 
from the undermost layer of the tissue of the prickle ; it follows 
only for a short space the chlorophyll-containing tissue of the 
stem, and then turns towards the epidermis/ in order to limit the 
base of the prickle laterally also towards the chlorophyll-less 
tissue of the stem. This is a cork-layer^ next to the outer 
surface of which, by the intercalation of a layer of separation 
(absciss-layer) the fall of the prickles will result in the older 
parts of the stem. Even before this, it is possible to break off 
the prickle pretty smoothly from the stem, along the surface of 
the cork-layer.— -If we select a prickle from the leaf-stalk for 
examination, its structure is found to be in no way different from 
that on the stem, excepting that at its base the cork-layer is 
wanting. Since the leaf as a whole will fall, separate provision 
for the fall of the prickles is unnecessary. 

By careful examination of the cortical tissue adjoining the 
prickles of the rose, the presence of crystals in the ceils can 
be made out. As they are not dissolved in acetic acid, nor in 
potash, but on the other hand are dissolved in hydrochloric or 
sulphuric acid without evolution of gas, they are crystals of oxalate 
of lime (see p. 63). They have here the form either of mono- 
clinic prisms or of cluster-crystals. These last consist of a 
great number of partial crystals which are deposited on an 
original crystal. The cluster-crystals are conspicuous from their 
sme and stellate form. 

Stinging Hairs of the Nettle.-^-ln order to get the stinging 
hairs of the common stinging nettle (Urtica dioica) uninjured, 
we must take them from the younger parts of the plant. They 
are found best on the veins of young actively growing leaves. 
The hair, which is visible with the naked eye, should be cut off 
below its point of insertion with the razor, and examined in 
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water. If the hair is already dead, air will be found in its 
interior, and its apex is then no longer intact. An uninjured hair 
presents the appearance represented in Fig. 36. The hair is 
unicellular, sharply tapering, swollen at its apex into a small 
knob. At the base the hair broadens out, and the bulb thus 
formed is sunk in a cup which is developed from the tissue of 
the leaf. As its developmental history 
(ontogeny) shows, this hair springs from 
a single epidermal cell, lying at the same 
level with its neighbours; afterwards the 
strongly swelling foot of the hair is lifted 
up on a column of tissue, which is covered 
by the epidermis, and is formed internally 
of hypodermal (sub-epidermal) tissue.^ In 
the hair itself is to be seen streaming of 
the protoplasm. The nucleus is usually to 
be seen within the bulb, suspended by 
protoplasmic threads. The cuticle shows 
oblique striae, which ascend in the same 
direction in all the hairs. The wall of the 
terminal knob, and the parts of the hair in 
its neighbourhood, are silioified through 
their entire thickness. This can be proved 
by treatment with concentrated sulphuric 
acid, and subsequent addition of 20 per 
cent, chromic acid, by which means the 
organic membrane is completely removed 
and a siliceous skeleton left. Lower down 
the thickness of the silicified portion rapidly 
diminishes, and ultimately is limited to the 
cuticle. As the ebullition upon treatment 
Pig, .36.~Stingmg hair of the hair with hydrochloric acid shows, 
Tinsilicified portions of the wall are, on 
on which is a small bristle the other hand, impregnated with carbon- 
ate of lime, by which the rigidity of the 
hair as a whole is enhanced. As already noted, hairs are often 
found with their points broken off. The breaking-off of the knob 
is facilitated by the wall of the hair just under it having a thin 
part. The oblique insertion of the knob, on the other hand, 



^That is, the hair is borne upon an emergence. — [E d.] 
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results Jn .the. broken, surface being- sloped downwards, and tliiis 
a sharp poi,iit to the hair is p.roduced* ' ■ It will also be seen that 
though WB speak of the hair as ending in. a. knob, this latter is 
finer than the .finest ' needle, and hence, in ease of careless hand- 
ling, tiie hair pierces the ski,n, and being very brittle, the kno!) 
breaks oif, and the strongly acid sap enters the wound ainl 
causes slight inilauunation. — On the same piece of the epidennis, 
near to the stinging hairs, are also small unicellular bristles 
(cf. Fig. 36), which are distinguished by the strong thickening of 
their walls, and tlieir fine tapering points. — Similar bristles are 
found on the edge of the leaf. For this purpose it suffices to 
place a piece of the leaf in water under a cover-glass. In oi<l 
leaves the bristles can be thickened almost to the obliteration of 
their cavity ; their surface is covered with small protuberances. 

Glandular Hairs in Primula. — We have already found glan- 
dular hairs on the edge of the petals of Verhasenm nigrum ; they 
can be studied under more favourable conditions in the coin i non 
greenhouse Primula, P. sinensis. For this purpose cnm-sections 
are taken through a leaf-stalk. The body of the hair is divided 
from the epidermoid foot-cell by a cross wall situated out beyond 
the epidermis, and fonns a cell-row, which consists of usually 
two (sometimes more), longer and broader, and one (rarely two), 
narrower and shorter cells. The last cell bears the globular 
head, and upon this is borne a more or less strongly-developed 
cap of highly refractive resinous yellowish substance. — The secre- 
tion of this takes place between the cuticle and the rest of the cell- 
membrane. The cuticle is raised, distended, and finally ruptured, 
whereupon the secretion overflows the upper part of the hair. 
The addition of alcohol removes the secretion, and then the 
raised cuticle can be clearly seen lying in folds. The cells of the 
hair show a beautiful netivork of protoplasm, with suspended 
nucleus, in which lies a large nucleolus. Small chlorophyll 
bodies are embedded in the peripheral protoplasm. 

Hairs of Pdargonium zonale, — Instead of Primula sinensis^ 
and, like it, available all the year round, we can use the ordinary 
zonal bedding ‘‘geranium,” Pelargonium zonale^ in any of its 
innumerable varieties. The glandular hairs have exactly the 
same structure as those of Primula^ and can be very conveniently 
studied upon cross-sectio7is through a full-grown but not too old 
petiole. This plant is indeed a very favourable object for the 
study of hairs geiiarally, for they are present in various typical 

7 
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forms, with transitions. Two distinct types can be recognised, 
conical and capitate. The conical hairs are either (1) delicate 
and unicellular, (2) stouter, and with one or two partitions, the 
septum, where solitary, being commonly quite close to the outer 
line of the epidermis, or (3) very long and tapering, with many 
cross septa, and a distinctly bulbous base, raised upon a wart- 
like outgrowth, the cells of which show radial arrangement-. The 
capitate hairs are (1) glandular hairs with a round head-cell on a 
short stalk, 2-3 cells long, (2) glandular hairs with an obovate 
head-cell set somewhat obliquely on a short stalk; (3) doubtfully 
glandular with a large pear-shaped head-cell on a long 2-3 celled 
stalk. Between these forms various intermediate states exist. 
These hairs may also be studied in surface-sections ; and in both 
these and in cross-sections, carefully taken from fresh material, 
the tapering or conical hairs not infrequently show streaming 
movements of the protoplasm. 

Stijpular Glands of the Fansy,--Th.Q large stipules of the pansy, 
Viola tricolor y are very deeply toothed, and bear at the apex of 
each tooth a beautiful egg-shaped gland. 
If it is desired to see these not shrivelled, 
but as in active life, it is necessary to 
investigate the youngest possible stipules. 
The gland (Mg. 37) is separated from the 
edge of the leaf by a somewhat narrowed 
neck. It consists of two or more rows 
of elongated cells, forming a core, upon 
which a single layer of cells is placed, 
arranged perpendicularly to the surface, 
and elongated in this direction. The 
figure shows such a glandular hair in 
optical longitudinal section. The whole 
gland is distinguished by its copious pro- 
toplasmic contents. In these are often 
to be seen vacuoles filled with cell-sap, 
either singly or in groups. The secretion 
the stipule of and consists of a thin layer of resin on the 

240 ), surface of the gland, and of masses of 

slime, which raise the cuticle. With 
rosaniline violet the contents of the cells are coloured red, the 
resin layer blue, the slime masses reddish. 

Glands on the Winter Bud of ^sculus Hijp^ocastanum. — A 
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cross-section through a winter burl of the horse-chestnut (Jisenlk^i 
Ilijqiocaskimimi) shows us button-shaped glandular hairs, sitUMted 
on the protective scales of the bud (Pig.. 38). ' The. irit-eriiiediait* 
scales of the bud bear glands on 
both, sides; on the external .ones 
more are found on the inner side, 
on the inner scales the inost on the 
outer surface. '■ The structure .of 
ti'ie glands in lonfjltiidmal section 
is shown in the iigure ; there is an 
axial cell-row, which towards the 
top divides, and from whioli the 
secreting ceils radiate. The cuticle 

OJ WUIUT ItlRl 01 

is ruptured by the secretion, and caj^tiuntm covered with seorotioji (x 
this, is '.discharged between the 

scales, coating them and sticking them together. This secre- 
tion consists of a mixture of gum and resin. In water the 
gum-drops scattered in the resin can be seen to swell; while, 
on the other hand, by the addition of rosaniline violet the resin 
mass is coloured a beautiful blue, and the contents of the 
glands are red. — The winter buds of the horse-chestnut can also 
be preserved as alcohol material. Section-cutting from this 
material is easier, and the glands can be more readily studied ; 
but, naturally, the resin will have been removed" by the alcohol. 

Wax . — On one object {Iris florentina) we have already drawn 
attention to the finely granular layer of wax which covers the 
outer surface of the epidermis ; we propose, however, to specially 
study it upon some other plants. 

Yery suitable for this is Echeveria secunda-glaucat or other 
similar plant, so often used in gardens for carpet-bedding 
The wax-layer, which can easily be wiped off, gives to the plant 
a hoary or ‘‘ glaucous ” appearance. A surface view of the 
epidermis shows us a net- like crust of aggregated grains. 

Aggregated short rods forming a wax-layer can be seen in 
an easily observed form in the surface view of the epidermis of 
Eucalyptus globulus^ the Australian blue-gum tree. 

Similar delicate rodlets are shown upon cross-sections of the 
surface of adult internodes of the Eye, Secale ccreale. 

The most beautiful object, however, is the sugar-cane {Sac- 
charum officinarum), so commonly cultivated in the plant-houses 
of botanical gardens, etc. Here the wax covering appears in the 
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form of long rods or .filaments, often curved or curled at the end. 
We remove a surface-section from the nodes, of the stem, which 
are noticeable from their glaucous appearance. As much air 
clings between the rods, it is best to immerse the section for a short 
time in cold alcohol ; it can be then readily examined. Gn the 


Fig. 39. — Cross-section through a node of the stem of Sacchanim qfficmarum, with a 
rod-like wax layer ( X 640). 

other hand, it is difficult to obtain a good cross-section with the 
rods still adhering. Fig. 39 shows such an one. The rods stand 
closely crowded together, many showing the flexure already 
referred to. If a surface-section is brought near a flame, the 
rods, when examined under the microscope, are seen to be fused 
together. They dissolve in hot alcohol. 


CHAPTEB VIIL 

THE MONOCOT YLEDONOtJS STEM, AND CLOSED COLLATERAL 
VASCULAR BUNDLES. 

Pbincipal Matekials Used. 

Stems of Zea Mais (Maize, or Indian Corn) ; in alcohol. Or, stems of Oat, 
or otlnir grass. 

Full-grown leaf of Iris florenibia^ or the Flag Iris, in alcohol, and laid for 
twenty-four hours in half-and-half alcohol and glycerine. Also fresh 
material. 

Stems of Dracwna (Cordyline) ruhra; fresh; also in alcohol. 

Principal Ee agents Used. 

Clilorzinc iodine— Soda corallin—Safranin— Various stains for single or 
double staining — Borax-carmine and methyl-green — Hydrochloric acid. 

Stefii of Zea Mais , — A very favourable object for the study 
of the structure of the closed collateral vascular bundles of 
Monocotyledons is the stem of the Maize or Indian Corn (Zea 
Mais), We will examine material which has lain for some time 
in alcohol, in order the more readily to study the cell-contents 
at the same time. First prepare a cross-section, taking care that 
it passes through an internode and not through a node. We 
shall understand the structure more easily if the section is laid 
at once into a drop of chlorzinc iodine. Coloration of the 
section begins at once, and the separate vascular bundles stand 
out quite clearly even to the naked eye. If we lay the glass-slide 
on a white background [e,g,, a sheet of paper), we can in the 
simplest possible way see the isolated (or scattered) arrange- 
ment of the vascular bundles; an arrangement, as a whole, 
peculiar to Monocotyledons. It will also show that the vascular 
bundles are more closely crowded together towards the periphery 
of the stem. Every vascular bundle shows in cross-section as 
an oval spot ; the tissue in which these bundles are embedded 

( 101 ) 
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is ihe Ground or Fundamental Tissue* A clear separation of 
the gi'oiind-tissue into pith and cortex is not generally present 
witli the scattered or isolated arrangement of the bundles. 
Nevertheless, the whole of the internal tissue in which the 
vascular bundles lie, and including these bundles themselves, 
can theoretically be distinguished from the enveloping primary 
cortex under the name of the central cylinder (or stele), the inter- 
vascular ground-tissue itself being the conjunctive tissue of the 
stele. The outermost layer or layers of this stelar parenchyma, 
not separately distinguishable in the present case, will form 
the pericycle, which in other instances we shall become more 
clearly acquainted with. 

Under the microscope with a low power we now look for a 
part of the section suitable for further study, choosing a vasculai 
bundle which does not lie too near the periphery, because in this 
neighbourhood the structure of the bundle is simplified. In all 
cases it is necessary to note accurately in which direction the 
periphery of the stem lies, in order that we may know which is 
the inner and which the outer side of the bundle. 

The vascular bundle which we select may appear somewhat 
as in the adjoining Fig. 40. We first notice the Sheath {vg), 
which surrounds the vascular bundle, and has become coloured 
reddish-brown in the chlorzinc iodine. It consists of strongly 
thickened and lignified sclerenchyma fibres, and has for that 
reason stained as noted above. It is more strongly developed 
on the inner and the outer edge of the vascular bundle, weaker 
upon its flanks. Working from the inner side of the bundle to- 
w^ards the outer, we next see at the inner edge an intercellular 
passage (1), surrounded by narrow cells, only slightly thickened, 
which are nevertheless coloured yellow by the chloriainc iodine. 
Into this intercellular space projects a ring (a), belonging to an 
annular vessel, which has been torn by stretching. The inter- 
cellular passage, also, has arisen from the breaking down of cells. 
Such a method of development is expressed by the term lysigenous, 
whereas when the intercellular space arises only by the separa- 
tion of the elements of a tissue, as in stomata, its origin is 
schizogenous. This torn vessel, together with some others, the 
thickening layers of which may perhaps also be seen projecting 
into the intercellular passage, represents the elements first formed 
in this part of the vascular bundle, elements which were devel- 
oped at a time when the parts of the plant with which we are 
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now coiiceriietl were still in process o! rapid elongation. Imping- 
iii^? Oft tile Iniorcellular passage on its outer side are one or more 
o!lu*r vessels. They are recognisable by their cavity, which is 
liirgen* tiiiin tiiat of the neighbouring cells. In the bundle repre- 
sented in Fig. 40, only one such vessel (sp), and that a ratlier 
narrow one, is present. These vessels, present to the number of 
one or more, are, as can be demonstrated only in longitudinal 



section, thickened in a spiral manner. They are spiral vessels. 
Next, in each half of the bundle, right and left, is a wide cavity 
(ot, m^). These are two vessels with pitted, rarely spirally reticu- 
late, thickened wails. They are the so-called pitted ducts. Often 
in the cavity of these great vessels a ring, or part of one (m^), 
can be seen projecting as a thickening of the wall. This is the 
remains of a cross partition- wall which, diaphragm-like, is broken 
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throiigli. It is this rapture of the partition-wall which enables 
ns to distinguish such elements as vessels or tracheae, in contrast 
to the pseudo- vascular or fcracheidal elements, the partition-walls 
of which are not broken through.^ Where tracheides simulate 
tracheae in appearance they can be distinguished as vascular 
tracheides 5 in contra-distinction to the fibre-like tracheides or 
fibrous tracheides.- Tracheae and tracheides are only dead ele- 
ments, without living contents, which serve for the conduction 
of water. The two large vessels in the vascular bundle of Zaa 
2Iais are either completely surrounded by flat parenchyma cells, 
or on one side they impinge directly on the elements of the 
sheath. Towards the sheath elements the vessels bsar either no, 
or small, scattered, pits ; while large pits connect them with the 
parenchyma ceils. Between the two vessels the tissue consists 
of parenchyma, in which are scattered a smaller or larger number 
of tracheides. All these elements are coloured yellow-brown 
with chiorzinc iodine. 

The part of the vascular bundle which we have thus far con- 
sidered we distinguish as the vasal or vascular portion, also as the 
wood or xylem, also Hadrome. The parenchyma of this vascular 
part we can distinguish from other parenchyma by naming it the 
vasal parenchyma, or wood parenchyma. The wood parenchyma 
ceils which immediately surround the vessels, which in their 
form and the structure of their walls betray a relation to the 
vessels, we can in particular regard as vasal covering-cells. The 
more or less destroyed vascular elements, which we met with in 
the inner edge of the vascular bundle, indicate the first elements 
which were developed in the vasal portion of the vascular bundle 
and served for the conduction of water during the elongation of 
this portion while still in the developmental stage. These can 
be distinguished as the primary wood or protoxylem elements. 

On the outer side of the xylem strand the vasal parenchyma 
cells are followed by wide cavitied sieve-tubes {v) in regular 
alternation with their narrow cavitied companion -cel Is (s). 

^ To distinguish microscopically between a true trachea and a vascular 
tracheide of the spiral or annular type is a matter of extreme difficulty ; 
hence whether a particular vascular element is or is not a trachea is often in 
dispute, and for these elements of the spiral and annular type the terms 
trachea, and vessel (with a reservation as to their exact character) may be 
in general conveniently used. — [E d.] 

^They might be known as ^^fihroids'\ — [Ed.] 
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They perve for the condiietioii of |)rote!ds. This string of tissue 
is atieoiiipaiHCil o» the flanks hy a kyer..of tWn- wailed ctdls; stiil 
farther oiitwards it is sueceecled by a narrow layer of strongly 
swollen fiuictionless sieve-tubes and cornpanion-celis (/jr). These 
last have takeis a brownish colour in the chlorzinc iodine; while 
the other elements are violet. The companion -cells in the active 
portion are distinguished also by rich protoplasmic contents, 
stained yellow-brown. Here and there the cross-section ' may 
have skirted the end w^ali of a sieve-tube; whicli will then show 
the finely punctate sieve-plate* 

To distinguish it from the vasal part; this ■ portion of the vas-' 
cular bundle, composed of sieve-tubes and eorapariion-cells, is 
called the sieve portion ; also by the names Bast or Phloem, and 
likewise Leptome. For the entire vascular bundle, composed of 
xylem and phloihn portions, the term vascular bundle may be 
used, as also in soine cases tibro-vasal or fibro-vascular bundle. 
In co!itra&t to Hadrome and Leptome the collective term Mes- 
tome may also be usedd The swollen elements situated in the 
periphery of the sieve portion belong to the time of the first 
development of the binidie, when they were themselves newly 
developed, and active, and (just as with the protoxylem) they 
constitute the protophloem, the first formed elements of the bast. 

Such vascular bundles as this, in which the sieve portion 
impitiges unilaterally upon the vasal portion, are known as col- 
lateral. As in the development of the bundle no tissue capable 
of division persists between the vasal portion and the sieve 
portion, such bundles are spoken of as closed. 

The layer of thin-walled unlignified cells along the hanks of 
the bast appertains to the vascular bundle sheath * and in the 
same way the protophloem is bounded by sheath elements, but in 
this case thickened and lignified. These last are sclerenchyrna 
fibres, but are distinguished by their exceptional width. The 
scierenchymatous elements of which the sheath is composed 
pass over by a few intermediate elements (belonging, doubtless, 
to the ground-tissue, but the position of which has prevented 
expansion) into the large-celled parenchymatous ground-tissue 
(the conjunctive-tissue) of the central cylinder (or stele). The 

^ The terms Vascular portion and Sieve portion ” were given by De 
Bary ; Xyleni and Phloem by Nageli ; Hadrome, Leptome and Mestome by 
Haberlandt and Sohwendener. These last-named terms have a wholly 
physiological significance.-— [En.] 
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walls of these ground- tissue cells in the fully developed stem are 
also coloured yellow by the ehlorzinc iodine, and only here and 
there show a shade of violet. 

Approaching now the periphery of the stem we note that the 
vascular bundles become much more closely crowded together, 
their cross-section is smaller, the intercellular passage disappears, 
and a median row of vascular tracheides takes its place. In the 
outermost smallest vascular bundles both protoxyiem and proto- 
phloem are wanting, which is connected with the fact that these 
vascular bundles are first formed after the elongation of the inter- 
node has ceased. The two lateral vessels diminish in size ; they are 
connected by others placed between them* The bast undergoes a 
specially marked reduction. On the other hand, the scleren- 
chyma sheath of the bundle increases in thickness, but only 
around the inner portion of the vascular bundle. In proportion 
as the sclerenchyma sheath increases in strength, the so-called 
“transfusion'’ places at the limits of the wood and bast show 
more and more clearly. At these places the vascular bundle 
sheath remains feebly developed, its elements unthickened. The 
transfusion places permit ^the exchange of nutrient materials 
between the interior of the vascular bundle and the surrounding 
ground-tissue. In the outermost vascular bundles, which have 
undergone the greatest reduction, the bast is seen to be sunk in 
the wood; the two transfusion places have joined on the outer 
side of the bundle, and form one common transfusion place ; 
while the sclerenchymatous elements of the sheath are altogether 
wanting there. 

Outside the central cylinder lies the primary cortex. Next to 
the epidermis of the stem comes a more or less strongly-developed 
ring of tissue, the elements of which have the same appearance 
as those of the vascular-bundle sheath, and show the same reac- 
tion with chlorzinc iodine. Such a distinct sheath of tissue bound- 
ing the epidermis is known as Hypoderma. This hypoderma is 
interrupted only under the spots where lie the stomata. The 
hypoderma and the sheath of the vascular bundle have alike to 
provide for the protection of the thin-walled tissue and for the 
general stability of this part of the plant, and are included amongst 
the elements of the mechanical system, as Stereides, while the 
tissue which they constitute forms the mechanical tissue system, 
the Stereome. In proportion as the stem needs to be secure 
against fiexion, so must the mechanical appliance, the stereome, 
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lit* reiiiovocl as far as possible towards the periphery. The 

erowibul piU'ipheral vascular biiiuJleSj provided alike on the side 
tjf tln.‘ bast anti of the wood with a strong cover of Hcierericiiyaia, 
rt‘prcsent here a system of combined upright girders. The 

slieatiiH of sclereiichyma are the ties; the vascular bundles them- 
selves are the The hypodermai cylinder of scleren- 

chyma strengthens this action, even when, as in this case, not 
very strongly developed. This hollow’- cylinder is mechanically 
to be i»nsidered as a combination of numerous ties/' arranged 
. ill a circled 

It is desirable now to prepare radial longiiudinul sectiofis 
through the stem. To obtain these take a piece of the stem 
about I or ^ inch long, cut it in two longitudinally tlirough the 
middle, and take the sections from the cut surface of either halfd 

^ I have fell unable to give a quite satisfactory trausiation of the above 
passage in the text, and will therefore endeavour further to illustrate it. 
Two sets of phenomena have to be inechanically provided for, the one ajfTecting 
the stem as a whole, the other its separate vascular bundles. First, as to the 
stem as a whole. It has considerable weight to bear, its own and that of its 
leaves. It must therefore be mechanically constructed to resist crushing. It 
has to bear often very great lateral strains, from winds. It must therefore 
also be constructed to resist flexion. In both these respects it can be com- 
pared with a pier of a bridge, especially a cylindrical iron pier of a lofty 
railway bridge. To resist dexion this is made hollow, so as to throw all the 
strength to the outside ; and, to aid in resisting crushing, it may be filled 
with concrete. Secondly, as to the individual vascular bundles. The 
Bclarenchyma layers will help in the above purpose ; but the bundles, being on 
the one hand water, and on the other hand food conduits, must be protected 
mainly from the lateral strains which would tend to crush their elements, 
make them ** collapse,” and so cease to function. This protection is the main 
duty of tlie sheath of sclerenchyma. Its being most thickened on the inner 
aad outer side of the bundles, and taking thus the form largely of two arches 
concave to each other, makes its structure the moat advantageous for its pur- 
pose, since all the lateral stmins in such a cylindrical stem may be con- 
sidered to be radial. To this we may add one more factor : the course of each 
of the vascular bundles from its lower to its upper extremity is usually not 
straight, but in the form of an elongated arch, the concavity outwards, they 
thus become akin to struts ”, If they anastomose, or join together, as they do 
most beautifully in many oases, the mechanical analogy is still more com- 
plete, since they then resemble the network of connecting girders or tie rods 
with which all observers of iron bridges are familiar. I select iron bridges 
for this illustration, for in them, as in nature, the smallest amount of mate- 
rial is made to go the greatest possible way. — [Kn.] 

®An excellent method of preparing longitudinal sections of a stem, if 
moderately thin, is to take a piece about | inch long, cat it nearly through 
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Do not be satisfied with a single section, as otherwise the chance 
of obtaining in the preparation a vascular bundle cut, as it must 
be, actually median is small. Such a niedian-cut vascular bundle 
can be recognised on examination of the section, in that it will 
show at the same time the intercellular passage, the spiral or 
annular vessels, and the bast. If the section is laid in ehlorainc 
iodine we shall note the violet coloration of the bast, and the 


thin- walled cells surrounding the intercellular passage have also 
a violet tone. The other elements, in accord with what we have 
seen in the cross-section, are coloured yellow to yellowish-brown. 
For further study we preferably select a section which we have 
stained with soda-corallin (Fig, 41), It is desirable first of all 
to determine in which direction in the section the surface of the 
stem lies. As in the cross-section, our examination will proceed 

at; a couple of points near the middle, and about .3- inch apart, bend the ends 
down, using them as a handle to hold the material by, and take the sections 
then from the short median piece, — [En.] 
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from the inner towards the enter edge of 'the bundle. We fcheii 
sea that to the broad cells of the ground-tissue, in outline well- 
nigii sc|iiaro, succeed narrower ground-tissue .cells, and after these 
follow tlie narrow elements of the. vascular ' bundle-sheath 
Tiiese last elements, deeply stained with . corallin, show marked 
elongation, join one another with more or less inclined end-walls, 
and are provided with small, cleft-like, obliquely ascending pits. 
Ill the iritorior of each is to be found a lining layer of protoplasm 
of very reduced dimensions, and a small' nucleus. From, .the 
nature of their pits we shall .recognise .these as sclerenchyma 
libres, although they do not ail possess'. the 'typical form of fibres, 
to wit, sharply tapering ends. To the cells of the sheath suc- 
ceeds the intercellular passage, and we can determine that, 
unless the section is cut obliquely, it follows without interruption 
the whole lengtli of the bundle. It is surrounded by thin-walled 
wood parenchyma, the cells of which are far shorter than the 
elements of the sheath, have more cell-contents, and have hori- 
zontal \^alls. Into the intercellular passage project usually 
isolated rings ; they are attached to the outer side of the iiiter- 
eeliuiar passage, Le., to the side nearest the periphery of the 
stem. They arise from an annular vessel (vascular tracheide) 
torn during the elongation of the internode. Other smaller 
isolated rings may also often be seen clinging to this or the other 
side of tlie intercellular passage (a). Collectively they represent 
the remnants of the protoxylem. Impinging outwardly on the 
larger rings are one or several broader or narrower spirally or 
retlciilately thickened vessels (vascular tracheides). In the case 
represented in Fig. 41, only one such vras cut through, and that 
a somewhat narrow one (sp). Next follow comparatively short 
wood cells, with pitted or reticuiately thickened walls, and be- 
tween them also thickened kacheldal elements. Thus we arrive 
at the bast or phloem portion, recognisable in the corallin pre- 
paration by some thick rose-red coloured cross-walls, the sieve- 
plates of the sieve-tubes (v). These sieve-plates are highly 
refractive; and stronger magnification shows that they are 
pierced by fine pores, after the fashion of a sieve, and that on one 
side, seldom on both, is collected a highly refractive plug of 
‘"slime,*' due, however, to the method adopted in preparing the 
section. In the periphery of the bast (at op), where in the cross- 
section were visible the swollen cell-walls of the protophloem 
elements, a specially beautiful rose-coloured cross-wall appears. 
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This is a sieve-plate covered with Callus, the structure of which 
we shaU study hereafter on other and more favourable objects. 
The callus absorbs corallin with special avidity, and hence the 
callus -plates are sharply stained. By the side of the sieve- 
tubes can be distinguished the companion-cells (5). They are 
naiTOwer and shorter than the sieve-tubes, and have besides 
richly protoplasmic contents, and a readily visible nucleus, for 
which we look in vain in the sieve-tubes. Sclerenchyma fibres 
of the vascular bundle sheath, and with very oblique end-walls, 
bound the bundle towards the exterior. The innermost cells of 
the sheath have, as the cross-section has already shown, a com- 
paratively broad cavity. Starch grains are not found in the ceils 
of the vascular bundle ; in this case, however, they are wanting 
in the cells of the ground-tissue also. All the cells of the vascular 
bundle and of the ground-tissue, with the exception of the trachejB, 
tracheides and sieve-tubes, contain nuclei. 

It is clear that such a median longitudinal section of the bundle 

as is described above, can show neither of the two great vessels 

the pitted ducts. If the section be not very thin, one may show 
by deeper focussing, but it is indistinct. In order to study the 
longitudinal section of one of the great vessels, we must look for 
a section which cuts the vascular bundle out of the middle line. 
We shall then see that the great vessel is obliquely pitted, less 
often spirally or reticulately thickened. In these pitted ducts the 
thickened parts form a network. The pits broaden out at their 
bottom, but are, however, only unilaterally bordered,'" in that 
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staining of cross-soefcions of Zea Mais wllh the object of brhigin" 
out its striiefciire, each stain picking out some special structural 
haitiire. According to the stains used, the process can be by suc- 
cessive treatment with different stains, or simultaneous staining by 
means o! a suitable mixture. We can obtain a very boautifu! 
doable staining if we allow the sections to lie for a little while in 
watery iodine-green solution and then for a somewhat longer time 
ill Paul l\f ayer's aium-carmine. Instantaneous double staining can 
l>e obtained by means of picro-nigrosine or picro-aniiine blue* In 
the carmine iodine-green preparation the unligniiied membranes 
are stained with the carmine, the lignified walls by the Iodine- 
green, In x^icric double staining the picrin dyes the lignified, 
the nigrosine and aniline blue the unlignified membranes. The 
fixed ceil-Gontenis have taken colour from the carmine, nigrosine 
or aniline blue respectively. 

In some cases stained preparations which are to be pre- 
served ill glycerine-jelly should have the stain fixed, so that the 
glycerine may not dissolve it out. For amydo colours, such as 
methyi”blue or fuchsin, a mordant of tannin and afterwards tartar 
emetic should be used ; for oxyazo colours, such as ponceau, a 
mordant of zinc chloride. In many cases a 10 per cent, solution 
of alum does well as a mordant Many amydo-azo colours, such as 
benzo-pui*purin, fix in an alkaline bath without needing any 
other mordant. What mordant to use in any special case, pro- 
ducing no ** muddiness,’’ but clear differentiation, should always 
be first determined. 

Permanent double staining can be obtained by the use of 
metbyl-vioiet and carmine. The sections are first treated for 
a few minutes with a fully concentrated alcoholic solution of 

branesj both lignified and unlignified, but with different degrees of intensity 
or in different tones or shades of colour. If permanent preparations are 
desired, important limitations arise from the relative durability of colours in 
the various mounting media. The list of permanent stains is small. Some- 
times a .single stain will do all that is necessary, in which case the student 
may restrict himself to the use of safranin, which differentiates tissues very 
well, the lignified membranes more cherry-red, the unlignified membranes 
more brown-red *, and the staining is permanent. Fuchsin (magenta) also is 
very valuable as a fairly permanent stain for lignified membranes. If two 
stains are used consecutively, it is generally desirable to use first that which 
stains the lignified membranes ; wash the prepamtion then in water (or in 
some cases alcohol) as long as is necessary, and then treat with the second 
stain,— 
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mefchyl-vioiet, then so far decolorised in alcohol that the unlignified 
membranes appear only feebly stained, then transferred to water 
for a few minutes, and from this into one of the carmine solutions 
already mentioned, which will stain the unlignified membranes 
and protein cell-contents. Some control is needed in order to 
see when the staining has been rightly carried out, and the 
decolorising is best effected on an object-slide under the low 
power of the microscope. If the tiny white earthen%vare saucers 
sold for paint boxes are used for staining and decolorising, the 
white background much facilitates the process to the naked eye; 
or it is performed even more readily in a watch-glass supported 
upon a wire ring stand over a piece of mirror w^hich will reffect 
the light through the staining or decolorising fluid. Very effec- 
tive double staining can likewise be obtained by first staining 
with magenta dissolved in 50 per cent, alcohol, and then carefully 
removing the colour by means of alcohol until it is left only in 
the iignified and cuticularised membranes ; and afterwards stain- 
ing with logwood. For a beautiful double stain Solid green ” 
and Delta purpurin may be recommended ; the vessels are stained 
deep green, the unlignified tissue red. An instructive double 
staining is also given by chrysoidin with azurin or purpurin. 

Making Permanent Preparations, —It may be of interest to put 
up selected cross and longitudinal sections of the stem of Zea 
Mais as permanent preparations.^ Neither the colouring due 
to chlorzinc iodine nor to soda corallin is permanent, and the 
double stains which we have tried also fade more or less in time, 
carmine and logwood alone being fairly permanent. Staining with 
aqueous solution of safranin can, however, be highly recommended, 
as the colour is quite permanent. As safranin gives beautifully 
differentiated specimens, the different cell-membranes taking on 
varied tones of colour according to the degree of their iignification, 
and the other differences in their constitution (e.g., Iignified wails 
cherry-red, unlignified walls brown-red), the preparations treated 
in this way are very instructive. A beginner might even with 
advantage restrict himself to this one method of staining per- 
manent prepai'ations. 

Magenta (fuchsin) stains are also fairly permanent. The 
sections are laid for a time in a watery solution of magenta, and then 
washed with a solution of picric acid (1 part saturated alcoholic solu- 
tion of picric acid to 2 parts water), and afterwards well washed 
with alcohol. The Iignified cell- walls are stained an intense red. 

^ See note on page 120. 
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Till* KfCtioiH siaiiiod witli saframn, inethjl-greeii eaniiine, or 
fiirlj.siii-logwoocl, cun be enclosed in giycerine-jeliy. Chemically 
purr yiycei'iae is also an excellent medium in which to enclose 
prepanitio!is, but needs the; edges of the cover-glass pro- 
ptuly stjaled. This can be done with a solution as thick as treacle 
of C ’aiiada balsam in chloroform, benzol, xylol . or turpentine,^ or 
gobl-size may be used if the cover-glass, edge is quite clean, for 
gold-size does not cling to a ' surface, damped , with glycerine. 
After laying on the cover-glass., ■ any "glycerine, which flows out 
hlioold be carefully removed with blotting-paper, and the closing 
medium laid in a streak round and over the edge of the cox’^er- 
glass by means of a thin glass rod which has been dipped into 
it. This should be laid on in only a thin layer, and should not 
miicli overlap the cover-glass. To enable a .preparation mounted 
in or closed with (,!anuda balsam to be subsequently examined 
with a homogeneous immersion lens it is desirable to cover the 
edge, after it in quite d.r3f, with a thi.n layer of gold-size, for which ' 
purpose a tine ea.mei-hair brush is most suitable. The gold- 
size should be laid on very thin, and a second layer if necessary, 
(lold-size is not atTeeted by the immersion oil, while Canada 
balsam is. Finally it is well to exercise judgment in the use of 
ail mounting fluids, carefully proportioning the size of the quan- 
tity taken to the size of the cover-glass used and the apparent 
thickness of the section, he., to the space which the mounting 
fluid has to flil. With practice this is by no means difficult, and 
it is possible to put up section after section without any overflow 
of the mounting fluid at all. If the amount necessary be slightly 
under-estimated, a little pressure on the cover-glass may effectively 
compensate. 

For the removal from one fluid to another of large sections, 
the edges of which readily fold over, we can use, though with 
care, small section lifters of platinum, or of beaten copper wire, 
such as are recommended in the Introduction. 

The stem of the Oat (Avena sativa), or of some other grass, 
can be taken instead of ^ea Mais, should this latter not be 
available. In ail these cases the vascular bundle will be found 

^ Of these the solution in turpentine is best, as it does not become brittle 
when diry ; otherwise a jerk may make the cover-glass spring. The solution 
can be kept in a bottle with a bell-shaped external .ground cap, to keep out 

the air.— {End 
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to have approximately the same structure. Either of these 
plants can, of course, be readily grown for use. 

Vascular Bundle m Iris . — Now take cross and longitudinal 
sections of a fully-developed leaf of Iris florentina, or other Flag 
Iris, preference being again given to alcohol material, because it 
is more easy to obtain good sections, it contains no air, and 
besides this, the cell-contents are fixed, so that we can more 
readily study them. Section-cutting will be facilitated if the 
material is previously laid in a mixture of alcohol and glycerine. 
Lay the sections for a few hours in borax-carmine ; then treat 
them for a short time with methyl-green. The cell-contents 
have taken up carmine, which in the form of borax-carmine does 
not stain the cell- walls, while the lignified walls are stained green 
with methyl-green. The vessels appear stained green, and usually 
also the outer elements of the sheath, ie., those impinging on 
the bast of the bundle. Besides this, a group of elements with 
swollen walls, the protophloem, are noticeable in the outer region 
of the bast through their blue colour. We will therefore com- 
mence with the study of such a preparation, from which Fig. 42 
is drawn. In this figure all the cells which are especially rich 
in protein contents, and therefore are conspicuous from their 
carmine colour, are shaded; the green stained walls of the vessels 
are, on the other hand, represented darker in the figure ; while 
the protophloem elements coloured blue are left clear. The 
thickened elements of the ground-tissue bounding the bast, when 
the section is taken through the base of the leaf, are still unligni- 
fied, and therefore remain unstained.— To rapidly stain a section, 
it can be treated with methyl-green alone ; the colour of the cell- 
contents as here described is then absent. If the methyl-green 
is to stain only the lignified cell-walls, the exact time for staining 
must be carefully watched, or, if over-stained, the cellulose walls of 
the ground-tissue can be decolorised by rapidly washing in alcohol, 
best under the low power of the microscope, stopping the process 
at the right moment by transferring the section to water. — We 
proceed to examine the bundle from the wood towards the bast, 
and therefore from the upper surface of the equitant leaf, turned 
inwards, towards the lower surface, turned outwards. We first 
note that the, number of vessels, or vascular tracheides, in the 
wood is pretty considerable, and that their width diminishes 
towards the bast. The vessels are in direct contact with one 
another, or else are separated by the slightly thickened compara- 
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tivBl\ iiariow cf'llA, with ahuudaut fell-couteiits, of the prinniiy 
v.i«>(l^ j ait-iii h_viim. .Siiiiilar oelk also surrouud the vessels on 
the tliinks <)1 the huiidie, and separate them from the ground- 

tissue* (hliatliitl celk ^ ■ ■ 


tissue* (hliadei! celk 
ill i'2). At 
ioiier liiurgiii of the 
wooii are always 
to Im seeii souio 
criishpcl elements, 
the protoxylein (m), 
whose walls are 
stained like those 
of the vesHals. Thfj Y 
bast again shows I 
an alternation of ji 
larger and srnalier 
cells ; the eoiitrast 
is here, however, 
not so striking, nor 
is the regularity of 
arrangenient bo — * 
great, as in Zea, 

The ceils with 
broader cavities are 
the sieve - tubes, I 
the smaller ones, f 
marked by their 
abundant cell-con- 
tenta, the com- 
panion - ceils. In jts^ 
the outer region of 









the bast lie the 

^ ywitour are the vessels ; the 


, vviin aarlc contour are the vessels ; the 

crushed proto- bundle which are rich in contents are shaded 

Dhloem elements W.'; or tmeherdes ■ 


phlo&n elen,entB 
<^r), to which we 

have already re- ®^'< 2 tioii through a crystal ( x 240 ). ^ 

ferred, which have ceased to function, and which have swollen 
walls more or less deeply stained blue. This outer bast portion 
18 enclosed by the strongly thickened sclerenchyma of the sheath 
which supports the vascular bundle with a more or less strongly 
developed strand. Around the remainder of the vascular bundle 





a sneatu is not clearly defined ; yet it can be seen that the cells 
of the gronnd'tissue nearest to the vascular bundle are smaller 
and that they join together without a break. 

By a scrutiny of the tissue in the neighbourhood of the vas- 
cular bundle it will be seen that single small cells, between the 
large cells of the ground-tissue, contain a highly refractive crystal 
(Fig. 42, h). It offers itself to us here in cross-section, or end 
view ; as to its longitudinal form we can readily inform ourselves 
oy suitable sections. Similar crystals, contained in narrow ceils 
can likewise be seen here and there interposed amongst the larger 
cells of the general tissue of the leaf. 

A longitudinal sectimi through the leaf, cutting through the 
middle of a bundle, shows us at the inner limits of this bundle 
the gi-eatly stretched, partly crushed, spiral vessels (or vascular 
iracheldes) which we saw in cross-section at ss, and dis- 
tinguished as protoxylem elements, i.e., as the first developed 
elements of the wood portion of the bundle. Following are 
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The vascular bundles of the Monocotyledons, if we excliiclo 
iiminiterial mi'Mliiications, reductions, and amalgamations, are 
constructed upon the type of the two cases we have here studied, 
and we need not therefore further study them. 

Thickening Sk'm of Dmeemea, — Closed vascular bundles are 
not capable of increase in thickness, and therefore in the com- 
paratively few 
iimm where such 
occurs in the 
Monocotyledons, 
it cannot be 
brought about 
through the mo* 

. dium of the 
vascular bundles 
themsclvos. This 
increase of thick- 
ness results from 
the action of a 
Cambium “ring 
whiidi is found 
exteriuil to the 
vascular bundles; 
and is almost 
wholly confined to the families of DracaBiieae and Aloinese, ic., 
the so-called '‘Arborescent Liliacese,” the Dioscorese, and some 
of the Palms* 

For their study we select as a favourable object the plant so 
commonly cultivated in gardens and nurseries as Bracmna (more 
properly, Cm'dyUne) nihra, but any available species will equally 
serve. The plant must be sacrificed for the purpose of the inves- 
tigation. Examine the cut stem first with the naked eye ; we shall 
notice externally a brown cork-layer and inside it the green soft 
cortex, somewhere about inch thick, and inside this the yel- 
lowish hard tissue of the central part of the stem. Between 
the two latter tissues lies the eambium-ring, which can be 
distinguished from the general yellowish tissue of the central 
cylinder as a lighter coloured ring. 

We BOW submit a cross-^sectim to microscopical examination, 
and first with a low power (Fig. 44). We then see, first, in the 
oeniml (stelar) portion of the stem, a ground-tissue composed of 



A 


V 





Fm. 43.-— Gryatals. A, crystal of oxalate 
of lime enclosed in a cell from the leaf of 
Iris ilimuiim ( x 240}. /?-/>, tigures illiis- 
trating occurring Ibrms of crystals. Ba, 
Bb, and D, seen in optical longitudinal 
section. 6V projection, showing its planes 
of symmetry. 
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roTiiided cells (m), the conjunctive parenchyma of the stele, in 
which are irregularly scattered isolated circular or elliptic vascular 
bundles (/'). Outside a definite position (the inner f') the 
bundles are more numerous, elongated in radial direction, and 

crowded so closely to- 
gether that they appear 
separated only by com- 
paratively thin streaks of 
ground-tissue. In these 
latter the cells are more 
strongly thickened, 
coarsely pitted, more or 
less elongated in the di- 
rection of the radius, and 
clearly arranged in radial, 
often wavy, rows. At 
the outer/'' this ceases, 
and then we come to the 
boundary (o) between the 
yellowish central cylinder 
and the green cortex. We 
find here a zone composed 
of flattened thin-walled 
cells, strictly arranged in 
radial rows. It is the 
Cambium - ring, which 
provides for the increase 
in thickness of the stem. 
It belongs in origin to the 
peripheral ground-tissue 
of the central cylinder, 
or stele ; to the region 
which we know as the 
pericycle. Its cells are 
in active division, and 
produce on theiJ: inner, 
and to a much smaller 
extent their outer, side new elements. These divisions result from 
the formation of tangential walls, and produce therefore radially 
arranged cell-rows, which from time to time are made double by 
the formation of radially-directed walls. Embedded in the young 



Fig. 44. — Dmmna (Cordyline) ruhra. Cross-sec- 
tion throiigli the stem. /, vascular bundles,/^ being 
primary, / ” secondary, and f”* leaf-bundles ; 
unlignified elements of the ground-tissue ; a, ligni- 
fied elements of the ground-tissue, sheathing the 
vascular bundles ; tracheides ; c, cambium-ring ; 
cr, cortex ; I, cork ; ph, cork-cambium ; r, bundles 
of raphides ( x 30). 
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;i*rinvin54 tissue procliiceri on the ■ inneiv side of this cambium-rmg 
are ouiueroiis vascular bundles in all -stages of development, ,Tlie 
\oiaigest' consist of a group of thin- walled, cells, the oldest are 
already perfect at their inner edge, while t-he thin-walled outer 
edgt% !>., the portion towards the periphery, is still immersed in 
the ciiiiibiiiiu-ring and in course of development (the outer /'"), 
I'mm the position where the vascular bundles appear crowded 
together, and the cells lying between them have, acquired a radial 
arrangement, the tissues are Secondary tissues produced by the 
activity of the cambium-ring. External to -the cambium-ring, and 
also resulting from its activity, is- the -'Secondary cortex (cr), 
consisting of rounded ceils. Between 'these, especially in the 
inner part of this cortex, occur single cells, in which lie fine 
neediedike crystals, closely packed together into a bundle (r). 
These are the !>und!es of so-called Raphides, composed of oxalate 
of lime. They are here seen in end view.. , Individual raphides- 
fontaining cells are sure to be opened by the razor in cutting, ■ 
and the tine needles will therefore be found lying scattered over 
the section. The rest of the cortical cells contain chlorophyll 
grains. In the cortex are also visible occasional circular cross- 
sections of bundles (/"') which are passing outwards into the 
leaves. 'They are the so-called leaf -traces. Next to the 
secondary cortex comes a thick layer of thin- walled, colourless 
cells, arranged radially (Z), which on its outer side passes over 
into a brown, less regular tissue. This is the Cork- layer, con- 
sisting of colourless developing cork-tissue in its more internal, 
but of old irregularly elongated and discoloured cork-tissue in its 
outer parts. The nature and mode of development of cork we 
will study hereafter. 

If a thin section is treated for some time with chlorzinc iodine 
very beautifully differentiated figures are obtained. Examined 
with a high power the rounded ground-tissue elements have 
violet walls, on which the numerous pits show as colourless 
spots. In the vascular bundles of the central part of the stem 
the centrally placed bast is stained violet, the surrounding xylem 
is }-elIow-brown to a muddy-brown. The bundles are concentric, 
with external wood ; a condition much more common in rhizomes 
than in aerial stems. The bundle is surrounded by a generally 
double layer of lignified elements stained brown, and with simple 
rounded pits ; these form the sheath, and make the bundle air- 
tight to the ground-tissue. In the vaseuiaor bundle^ of cambial 
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origin the wood consists only of trachei’des with bordered pits 
surrounding a very reduced bast ; the radially-arranged ground- 
tissue cells between the bundles may be considered as medullary 
rays, strictly coinparabie with those of Dicotyledons and Gymno- 
sperms. The whole of the secondary ground-tissue is stained 
brown. The bundles often anastomose tangentially. The cells of 
the cambium-ring are swollen by the reagent and stained violet. 
Clearer spots on the ring indicate more swollen but less stained 
rudiments of the vascular bundles. The rounded cells of the 
cortex are violet, the cork-cells yellow-brown, but the innermost 
layer, the cork-cambium, is also violet. 


NOTE ON THE TEMPORABY CLOSING OP MICRO -PREPARATIONS 

(p. 112). 

Preparations lying in a fluid capable of evaporation, which it is desired 
should be accessible for further manipulation, may be temporarily closed by 
means of wax. A wax vesta, or taper, is lighted and blown out, or merely 
warmed over a flame, and while still warm, four spots of wax are made on the 
four corners of the cover-glass in order to fix it in position, and the wax then 
drawn round the edge till it is completely closed. This form of closure can be 
very easily removed. 


NOTE ON PERMANENT PREPARATIONS IN GLYCERINE-JELLY 

{p. 113). 

Glycerine-jelly contracts considerably in drying, and the cover-glass is then 
liable to spring ”. To obviate this, after eight months or so have elapsed, a 
narrow and thin layer of gold size can be laid, with a fine brush, over and round 
the edge of the cover-glass. This will also run in under the cover, fill up any air 
spaces, and make a close and air-tight adhesion between cover-glass and micro- 
slide. This also serves to exclude moulds, which otherwise may ruin a pre- 
paration, even after years have elapsed. 




GHAPTEE IX. 

OPEN OOLLATEBAL VASCULAB BUNDLES LATEX - BlCOti. 
LATBBAL BUNDLES— STRUGTUBE OE SIEVE-TUBES-THE 
THICKENING OP DICOTYLEDONOUS STEMS. 

PRINOIPAIi AIaTERIALS UsED. 

Bunners of Banuncultis rei^ens; fresh, or in alcohol. 
oi Clielidonium majus ; m ^iGohol. 

Boots of ;Scor;?o??.em ; fresh, or in alcohol. Or, Dandelion. 

Stems of Euphorbia spk^idens, or E.jacgummflora; in alcohol. 

Stems (not young) of Bryonia dioica, or other Cucurbit; in alcohol. Also 
fresh. 

The same fixed with boiling water and preserved in alcohol. 

Twigs of Aristolochia Sipho, I to | thick ; also thicker twigs ; preferably in 
alcohol. Or, young plants of Bicinus communisy llelianthm anmvusy or 
H. tuherosus. 

Principal Bbagents Used. 

Chlorzinc Iodine— Potash— Aniline blue— Soda corallin— Sulphuric acid— 
Phloroglucin and hydrochloric acid. ^ ^ 

Stem of Banunculus repens , — As a first example for the study 
of the open collateral vascular bundles, which are peculiar 
to Dicotyledons, we select the creeping stems (runners) of 
Banunculus repens, the creeping Buttercup. The cross~seatio7t 
shows that the. vascular bundles are separate from one another, 
but arranged in a simple circle, so that the ground-tissue, as a 
whole, shows a central portion, or pith, an external portion, or 
cortex, while between the bundles are broad strips of ground- 
tissue which we may call the medullary rays. This distinction 
we will discuss in greater detail hereafter. The gi'ound-tissue, 
generally, consists of rounded cells, which become smaller towards 
the periphery of the stem, contain chlorophyll grains, and have 
between them large intercellular spaces. The epidermis forms 

( 121 ) 
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the surface of the stem ; in the interior, through the stretching 
apart and destruction of the ceils of the central portion of the 
pith, the stem is hollow. The vascular bundle gives the same 
general impression as that of the Monocotyledons ; the same 
parts are recognisable in the same order. The xylem portion at 


■Cross-section through a vascular bundle from the runner of Ranunmlui 
ipiral vessels ; m, vessel with bordered pits j c, cambium ; % sieve-tubes 


its inner edge consists of thin- walled wood parenchyma, in which 
are a few more or less disorganised protoxylera elements ; then fol- 
low gradually broadening spiral vessels, or vascular tracheides (Fig. 
45, s). Farther outwards succeed vessels with obliquely elongated 
pits, and then the same with typically constructed bordered pits 
(w), that is, in which the pit broadens out to its base, so 
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that its diameter is greatest at the closing membrane, a kind of 
chamber being thus formed in the thickness of the wall, so that 
they might be called ‘‘ chambered pits The coinparutively 
narrow vessels in the median portion of the bundle form a 
connected group in which wood parenchyma is completely 
wanting. 

Outside the xylem is to be found a tissue composed of several 
layers of flat, unlignified, thin-wailed cells, arranged in straiglit 
radial rows. This is a growing layer, or cambium, of, in this case 
however, strictly limited activity. This is our first acquaintance 
with a cambium layer as a constituent portion of a vascular 
bundle by means of which xylem and phloem can increase in 
quantity; and from its presence these are called open bundles, 
in contradistinction to the closed bundles we have studied in 
Monocotyledons. Outside the cambium is the readily recognis- 
able phloem or bast, which closely resembles that of Zea Mais, 
and, as in it, is composed of sieve-tubes (t’) and companion-cells 
(shaded in figure) in fairly regular alternation. Most externally 
a few protophloem elements are found. A sheath (the upper iv/) 
of sclerenchyma fibres surrounds the vascular bundle, and is 
specially strongly developed, in the form of an arc, outside the 
bast. At the outer edge of the phloem it is in direct contact with 
the protophloem, but, as in Zea Mais, a layer of unthickened cells, 
belonging, however, to the sheath, separates the bast laterally from 
these thickened elements. Similarly upon the inner or xylem edge 
of the bundle, the sheath forms a deeper but thinner arc (the 
lower vg) separated from the wood by unthickened parenchyma. 
Between the two arcs of the sheath, opposite, that is, to the ends 
of the cambium layer, the sheath is apparently wanting ; these 
are places of passage or transfusion, by which communication for 
water or food stuffs is maintained between the vascular bundle 
and the surrounding conjunctive parenchyma. They are com- 
posed of cells which are more feebly thickened and only slightly 
or not at all lignified, and show up particularly clearly, therefore, 
in the preparation if it is examined in chlorxinc iodine. This 
vascular bundle, that of an undoubted Dicotyledon, is therefore 
comparable in a quite marked degree, with that of a typical 
Monocotyledon like Zea Ma>is. 

Let us now take radial longitudinal sections through the 
runner, preparing them in the manner already recommended, i.e., 
by nearly cutting a piece of the runner through at two points 
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about I- inch apart, bending down the ends as a handle, and 
cutting sections through the short middle portion ; or, take a 
piece about | inch long, stick a needle through it near one side, 
hold it thereby flat on the index-finger, and cut sections. If the 
section cuts radially through a yascular bundle, as it should do, 
we can see in it, passing from the inner edge outwards, the 
narrow annular and spiral vessels (vascular trachei’des), then the 
pitted ducts, between them elongated wood parenchyma, then 
the thin-walled elongated cambium cells, the sieve-tubes and 
companion-cells, and at both edges the sclerenchymatous elements 
of the sheath. If our section is laid in chlorzinc iodine we shall 
notice reddish grains in the sieve-tubes. These are starch grains 
which contain am ylo-dextrin, and -which the sieve-tubes appear in 
this case to be richly provided with. 

Latex-vessels of Ghelidomum, — The vascular bundle of the 
Great Celandine, Chelidoriium majusy is so similarly constructed 
to that of Bafiimculm repenSy that the cross-section will be at once 
understood. Assuming that our section is from alcohol material, 
we shall note in it, however, many cells with dark-brown contents 
in the bast of the bundle, on the inner limits of the xylem, and in 
special number on the flanks and at the outer edge of the arc of 
sclerenchyma which covers the bast portion of the vascular 
bundle, and singly also in the ground-tissue between the bundles. 
These contents consist of the orange-red milk or latex of Gheli- 
doumm, coagulated in alcohol, and the cells in question are so 
striking that it is impossible to overlook them. They are all 
thin-walled, even those which are inserted in the outer edge of 
the sclerenchyma string ; they are not otherwise distinguished by 
any special form.— These latex-vessels or laticiferous-vessels 
can be found very easily also in radial longitudinal sections, being 
recognised at once by their yellowish-brown contents. They 
present the appearance of long tubes running approximately 
parallel to the long axis of the stem. Without difficulty the 
existence of cross-walls in these tubes can be determined. These 
cross-walls are more or less clearly pierced in their centres by one 
or several pores ; they are wanting, however, here and there, 
where we should expect to find them, since they may have been 
completely dissolved. Lateral communications of the latex- 
vessels cannot be observed in Ghelidoniuni, — If the stem used be 
at all thick, the latex- vessels can be even more readily found 
in longitudinal tangential sections, in which, by reason of their 
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distribution, they are likely to he much more numerous ihuu 
m the radial section. The facts thus made out exactly tallv with 

those just detailed, and serve to 'supplement them, ■ ■ 

Laticifemus Network. — Anastomosing latex-vessels in 

which the latex system is ’ 

converted into a whole, 
by means either of the 
perforation of connecting 
cells, or the putting forth 
of lateral anastomosing 
protuberances, can, how- 
ever, be found in the 
Poppies (PapaveracecB), 
the Bellworts {Gampanu- 
lacem), and in the iiguli- 
floral section of the Com- 
posites {Giclioriacea)^ as, 
in the Dandelion. 

Of these we can select 
as an example the garden 
Scot z oner a {S. hispanica), 
not infrequently grown in 
kitchen gardens for its 
parsnip-like roots. Tan- 
gential sections, taken from 
the external part of the "^frrrn 
root, a short distance be- 
low the exterior, if treated 
as described above, will 
show in the bast portion 
of the vascular bundles 
an extensive network of 
latex-vessels, filled with 

their very granular con- — Latex vessels in the bast of Scormmm 

tents, shown in Fig. 46, /twWca, tangents section. a portion of ^1, 

, , , . ^ , more highly magnified. (After Sachs.} 

A somewhat similar net- 
work, though not so clearly displayed, is shown in the root of the 
Dandelion, by means of tangential sections, which are best cleared 
by treatment with potash. 

Latex-cells of Euphorbia. — In the Euphorhiacese, and a few 
other plant groups, the latex is found in enormously elongated^ 
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branched, hut not anastomosing, ceils of which we have already 
(p. 19) studied one of the contents in the form of peculiar starch 
grains. These latex-cells are best studied in the stems of 
one of the semi-succulent greenhouse Euphorbias, such as B.. 
splendens or E, jacqtmmflor a. through the 

thick cortex, especially if treated with iodine, show fairly regular 
parenchymatous cells, and amongst them the latex-tubes, recog- 
nisable from their moderately thick wails and contents. The 
wails, as chlor?inc iodine will show, are of cellulose, smooth and 
elastic ; they have a lining layer of cytoplasm, in which are 
numerous nuclei; otherwise are filled with a colourless, ap- 
parently granular latex enclosing the starch grains referred to. 
By careful maceration these branched unsegmented latex-tubes 
can be extracted free, and to a considerable length. 

Bicollateral Bundles of Bryonia, Sieve^tuhes . — In almost all 
the Cucurbitacese, and certain other Dicotyledonous groups, we 
find isolated vascular bundles, with two bast strings, one on the 
outer, the other on the inner, side of the wood. These vascular 
bundles are therefore constructed bicollaterally. The outer bast 
is separated from the wood by a cambium of limited activity, the 
inner bast impinges immediately upon the inner limits of the 
wood. If the white Bryony of our hedgerows [Bryonia dioica), 
the only British cucurbit, is available, it will serve admirably for 
the study of the stem ; otherwise recourse must be had to one or 
other of the cultivated varieties of Cuciirbita PepOj such as the 
cucumber, or vegetable marrow. The stern-part used must not 
be from anywhere near the growing point, or the large and very 
striking ducts will not be fully formed, nor the sieve-tubes com- 
pletely developed ; material had best be taken, therefore, from 
the more mature, discoloured parts of the stem, and preserved in 
alcohol. The vascular bundles, as examination of the cross- 
sectioji (which has been stained in aniline blue and mounted 
in glycerine) with a low power, or even with the naked eye, will 
show, are arranged in two concentric rings, usually five in each 
ring. Those in the outer ring are small, and placed opposite the 
angles of the stem ; those of the inner ring are much larger, and 
alternate with the outer ones. The protection of the inner parts 
of the stem is subserved by a pericyclic ring of sclerenchyma 
fibres, the elements of which have stained far more deeply than 
the large-celled ground-tissue. Externally to this ring, and 
separated from the central cylinder, or stele, by a layer of cells, 
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rich in starch, the so-called starch sheath, 'is a'eorlica! pan.-n- 
chynia, which in the^ fresh stem ; eon tains ehlorophyll * and ib.cii 
an intemipted ring' of quite typical . shining .uo'ionriess collen- 
: chyma. At the intermptions in the' coilenc'hyma .ring tlie inner 
chlorophyll-containing cortex extends to the epidermis, wliicdi has 
stomata at these places, by 'means of which gaseous interchange 
with the inner cortex is maintained. In the interior the stem is 
hollow. — Treated with iodine the starch sheath shows up very 
clearly, and the protective ring of sclerenehyma is very deeply 
stained. The individual vascular bundles have no protective 
sheath, and are not sharply delimited from the surrounding 
tissue. The parts appertaining to the vascular bundles are, how- 
ever, more deeply stained than the ground-tissue. If we imagine 
the inner bast removed, the figure approaches as nearly as 
possible to the structure of the dicotyledonous bundle of llanim- 
culuB Ghelidonmm. 

Choose a vascular bundle in which are two exceptionally large 
ducts, as fully developed as possible. If we cornmenco our ex- 
amination at the outer limits of the inner bast, we shall see at 
the inner edge of the xylem the crushed protoxylem, scattered 
in the thin-walled, unlignified, sometimes chlorophyll-containing, 
xylem parenchyma. Then follow, outwards, annular and spirally 
thickened vessels (or vascular tracheides), successively increasing 
in diameter ; then spiral vessels with close spirals, then, in the 
median portion of the bundle, pitted ducts, some very narrow. 
The two large ducts on the fiianks of the vascular bundle have 
bordered pits, and are surrounded by flat wood parenchyma; 
similar parenchyma surrounds the median group of narrow pitted 
ducts. Upon this xylem parenchyma impinge externally the 
radially arranged cell-rows of the cambium \ these pass over into 
the active elements of the bast. This latter consists of broad 
sieve-tubes, each accompanied by one (rarely two) narrow com- 
panion-cells, and of ordinary bast parenchyma, broader than the 
companion-cells. This bast parenchyma increases proportionately 
towards the exterior, where is found the highly refractive proto- 
phloem. The inner bast string is constructed exactly as the 
outer, but in inverse order. It overlaps the inner edge of the 
xylem like the horns of a new moon. The two are separated by 
radially-arranged thin-walled parenchyma, which, however, must 
not be looked upon as a cambium, since it has early lost its capacity 
for growth and become permanent. — In the sieve-tubes of Cucur- 
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bitaceiB the end sieve-plates are placed horizontally ; hence in 
both portions of the bast they will probably be exposed in full- 
face view. They are readily recognisable from their areola tion 
(Fig. 47, A) and high refraction. The small companion-cells (s) 
will also be recognisable from the density of their plasmic con- 
tents. If a section is treated with soda corallin, the sieve-plates 
show up very clearly with a rosy colour ; if treated with aniline 
blue they are deeply stained by it. 

Badial longitudinal sections^ which have cut through a 
vascular bundle, show the tracheldes and vessels with their 


Fig. 47. — CumrMta Pepo. Parts of sieve-tubes. in cross-section, B to D in, 
longitudinal section. A, a sieve-plate seen in full face; B and (7, side-view of the 
adjoining parts of two sieve-tubes ; D, the connected parts of the slime-strings of two 
sieve-tubes, after the action of sulphuric acid ; a, companion-cells ; u, string of slime • 
pr protoplasmic lining layer ; c, callus-plate ; c*. small unilateral callus-plate froni 
a lateral sieve-plate (x 540). 

characteristic thickening, and that the two big ducts are con- 
structed of very short barrel-shaped segments. Their pits are 
bordered ; those of the xylem parenchyma are unbordered 
(simple). 

Structure of the Sieve-tubes . — Longitudinal sections of a,lcohol 
material will enable us to study the unusually large sieve-tubes. 
They are long continuous sacs, the successive segments of which 
are separated by horizontal sieve-plates (Fig. 47, B). Study 
will be facilitated if we lay the longitudinal section for a short 
time in aniline blue, and afterwards examine in glycerine. After 
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lying for a fairly long time in this latter, the' cell- wails arc more 
.. or less completely decolorised,. while the contents of the sieve^^ 
. tabes retain the stain.. Almost all the sieve^plates are placed 
.horizontally.; only a few have an mclined position. Most of 
them appear covered with a highly refractive callose substance, 
and show, proportionaily to this, a not ineonsiderabie thickness 
(Mg. 47, (7), so that they are evident with a low power. In our 
aniline-blue preparations these callose sieve-plates are coloured 
clear blue. In the interior of the sieve-tubes is visible a con- 
tracted, sac-like, axial string (u). This is a string of protoplasmic 
slime or mucus, which broadens at its ends, and almost com- 
pletely covers the sieve-plate. It is stained indigo blue. One 
of the ends adjoining the sieve-plates is usually more densely 
full of contents, which form a terminal sliine-ping’h Besides 
the axial sac, the sieve-tube shows with very careful examination, 
a thin lining layer of protoplasm, extremely thin, and adhering 
in most places closely to the wall of the sieve-tube. A nucleus 
is not present. In somewhat younger sieve-tubes the slime- 
string can be often seen to protrude through the pores of the 
sieve-plate from one constituent ceil of the sieve- tube towards 
the other in the form of bladder-like or worm-like prolongations. 
In older sieve-plates such prolongations can no longer be seen; 
the callose substance has augmented, and contracted the sieve- 
pores, but through these contracted pores the slimy contents of 
one constituent cell of a sieve-tube are continuous with those of 
another (as in B), At the outer and inner edges of the vascular 
bundle the sieve-plates, covered with a callus layer, are very 
noticeable (Fig. 47, 0). The callus-plates are clearly distinguish- 
able from their high refraction, and are stained sky-blue. In the 
mid-thickness of the callus -plate the sieve-plate is more or less 
clearly recognisable. The callus-plate consists, therefore, of two 
halves, belonging to adjoining cells of the sieve-tube ; fine pores, 
which ultimately are only recognisable as delicate striaj, traverse 
the callus-plate and the pores of the sieve-tube. Where two 
sieve-tubes are in lateral contact, small sieve-plates are formed 
on the common side-waUs. These also later on possess a uni- 
lateral (c*) or bilateral callus-plate, and are thus very visible. 
By the side of the sieve-tubes are the companion-cells (s) ; they 
are much shorter, so that four or five correspond with the length 
of a segment of the sieve-tube. The study of their development 
shows that a companion -cell arises originally as sister-cell to a 
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member of the sieve-tube, by longitudinal division of a single cell, 
and that this original companion-cell divides by repeated cross- 
divisions into a row of superposed companion-cells. They have 
abundant protoplasm and a large nucleus, and are connected 
with their sieve-tubes by elongated pores. The companion-cells 
of the successive segments of a sieve-tube often do not join on to 
one another. Amongst the sieve-tubes and companion-cells are 
elongated thin-walled bast parenchyma. 

It is very instructive to treat a longitudmal section of alcohol 
material with concentrated sulphuric acid. The walls of the sieve- 
tubes and the sieve-plates are dissolved. The slime-strings of old 
gieye-tubes, however, remain unaffected, and we can thus obtain 
preparations which show as in D in Fig. 47, and demonstrate in 
the clearest manner that the contents of the constituent cells join 
one another through the pores of the sieve-plate. These prepara- 
tions can be washed by running water under one edge of the 
cover-glass, and withdrawing it from the opposite edge by means 
of blotting-paper ; and can then be stained with a drop of aniline 
blue. 

In order to obtain a thoroughly accurate idea as to the natural 
distribution of the contents of sieve-tubes, it is necessary to have 
recourse to another method of preparation, viz,, to fix the con- 
tents of the sieve-tubes of a pot plant of Gucurhita with boiling 
water, not, however, previously severing the stem, but bending it 
down under water for about five minutes. Material thus fixed 
can be either investigated direct, or can be preserved at will, 
and without further change, in alcohol. The contents of the 
sieve-tube will then be fixed in their position as during life, and 
it will be seen that the slime-strings and slime-plugs of the 
alcohol material are due to the method of preparation, and the 
plug no doubt to the stem having been cut before the action of 
the reagent. Such material will also show us that in active 
sieve-tubes the callus forms only a thin layer on the sieve-plate, 
while it thickens greatly in those which have ceased to function ; 
similarly, in the former case the sieve-pores are filled, not with 
mucus, but with coagulated sieve-tube sap, while in the latter 
case the callus layer almost fills up the pores. 

We may also prepare longitudinal sections of fresh material. 
In these the sieve-plates show just as clearly as in alcohol 
material. The accumulations of slime at the sieve-plates can be 
well seen ; but the slime nowhere show’s as a special string with- 



drawn from the sxde-walls of the sieve-tube. The “slime-siring'," 
therefore, is due to the action of the alcohol. While these con- 
ditions hold good for the Cueurbitaeeas, active sieve-tubes show 
usually a non-coagulable cell-sap. In the lining layer of cyto- 
plasm are found larger or smaller masses of slime, and small 
colourless leucoplasts, which usually produce very small starch 
grains rich in amylo-dextrin (see p. 124), and colouring red with 

we again find the 
> sieve-plate. 


iodine. In material examined in a fresh state 
contents of the tube collected unilaterally at the 
and the starch grains accumulated there. 

Thickening of Dicotyledonous Stems. — An extraordinarily 
favourable object for the study of the growth in thickness of 
Dicotyledons is the pipewort, Aristolochia Sipho, a hardy deci- 
duous climbing plant not infrequently grown in England, and 
material for the investigation of which will therefore be probably 
not difficult to obtain. It is desirable to collect it at the end of 
June, using it then, or preserving it in alcohol. Our description 
will be made from fresh material, but, with the exception of 

the green colour, will serve 

also for alcohol material. 

First take a cross-section fc 

through a twig about or / 

I inch in thickness. This / U ^ ^ ^ 

section (Fig. 48) shows with ii^ ZMaLa 

a lens an internal loose pith ^ 

(m), around this a ring of 

separate vascular bundles ^ 

(/u), farther outside a con- 
tinuous white ring (sh), then 
green cortical tissue (c) (if 
alcohol material the green 

, , , .s 48.--Cross-.section through a twiff of / 1 m> 

colour Will be absent), and tolochw. Sipkn, about ^ inch in thickness, m, 

finallv « vpllnwiftb ovaa-n J /^) vascular bundles, of which H is the 
nnaiiy a yeilOWlbia - green ^ood, and cb the bast portion ; /c, faseioular 

peripheral rind (cl). With inter-fascicular cambium ;»,pri- 

V , , , ttiary bast parenchyma on the outer side of the 

a low power under the bast, which effects a transition to the ground- 

microscone we ca.n dptAr P®dcycle; skt sclerenchyma ring, 

microscope we can aeter- belonging to the pericyole; «, starch sheath 

mine that the pith consists (enaodermis) ; c, green cortex ; d, eollench yma 
of large, round cells, in part ^ 

filled with air. In the vascular bundle the wood (t^iJ) appears 
darker, pierced by the large cavities of the vessels ; then 
follows the cambiai band (/c), composed of narrow, radially- 
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arranged, bright cells ; then the bast (ch), which appears some- 
what less bright, and is also devoid of the regular arrangement 
shown by the cambial cells, and which is accompanied 
externally by a layer of brighter ground - tissue cells which 
are poor in cell- contents. In somewhat thicker sections, and 

with a low power, this layer is very distinguishable by its clear- 
ness, in contrast with the surrounding, somewhat chlorophyll- 
containing tissue. The white ring, next following outwards, is 
composed of strongly-thickened sclerenchymatous elements; 
between the vascular bundles it projects somewhat inwards. 
This scierenchyma ring serves for the vascular system, as a 
whole, the same mechanical purpose as is served by the scieren- 
chyma sheaths of the individual bundles in Banunctdus. Next to 
this ring, and farther outwards, is a tissue containing chlorophyll, 
the innermost layer of which, bounding the scierenchyma ring, 
is marked by its richness in starch, and belongs to the category 
of so-called ^‘starch sheaths”. Such a starch sheath corre- 
sponds to the ‘‘ endodermis of roots, which we shall study 
hereafter, and forms the innermost layer of the primary cortex. 
The whole axial portion, enclosed within the starch sheath, is 
the central cylinder or stele i to it the scierenchyma ring 
belongs, and to that peripheral portion of it, the pericycle, to 
which the parenchymatous tissue immediately outside the vas- 
cular bundles also belongs. After treatment with iodine, or 
chlorzinc iodine, the starch sheath stands out very clearly. To 
the inner chlorophyll-containing tissue of the primary cortex 
there follows a tissue, likewise to a small extent chlorophyll- 
containing, and with narrow cavities, with glistening cell-walls, 
more strongly thickened in the angles, which, by this last 
characteristic, we know to be collenchyma — a tissue generally 
appearing like a glistening white sheet pierced by rounded holes, 
and exceedingly common as a hypodermal tissue in Dicotyledons. 
Outside all is found the epidermis. The collenchyma ring is, 
however, interrupted by certain prolongations of the inner cortical 
parenchyma, rich in chlorophyll, which extend up to the stomata. 

The Cambium Bing , — Having obtained this general informa- 
tion, we will now turn to our specific object, namely, to determine 
in what fashion the complete cambium ring of Dicotyledons is 
produced ; and first we will examine a single bundle (Fig. 49) 
under a higher power. The cross-section must be sufficiently 
thin, and will be best prepared from alcohol material, and studie(J 
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either in glycerine or in ehlorzine iodine, the latter perhaps being 
preferred. The crushed protoxylem {I'lp), and the vascular 
traclieidcs and vessels nearest to them, are enclosed in an aliiin- 
dant thin-wailed xylem parenchyma (p). Farther outwards in 



Sipko, showing a vascular bundle after the cambium has commenced its activity, 
pareneliyniatous elements at the inner extremity of the wood ; vip, protoxylem ele- 
ments ; wt'aiid pitted ducts ; ic^ interfascicular cambium, continued into the fa.scicu- 
hu* cambium ; v, sieve-tube ; cbp, protophloem elements j pc, tissue of the perieyele ; 
sk, inner part of the ring of sclerenchyma- fibres ( x 130), 

the broadening vascular bundle, the vessels increase in diameter 
(w'), and have bordered pits. Between them the tissue is thick- 
ened and lignified ; it consists of xylem parenchyma and narrow 
tracheides. The cambial-tissue which next succeeds shows thin- 
walled fiat cells arranged in straight radial rows. This tissue is 
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in full activity, and the vessels nearest to it (w!') are manifestly 
still in course of development. In exactly the same way in the 
bast, or phloem, the incomplete passes over into the completely- 
developed tissue, though here the transition is effected more 
rapidly. In the bast we can see the sieve-tubes {v) with their 
companion-cells, and between them parenchyma which we can 
call bast or phloem parenchyma, in contradistinction to the 
xylem parenchyma. In the periphery of the bast we can see the 
protophloem groups enclosed in parenchyma, and consisting 
of narrow sieve-tubes and companion-cells. In the active sieve- 
tubes the companion-cells are found on their cambial side j they 
are distinguished by their small radial diameter and the richness 
of their contents. Phloem parenchyma is wanting in the bast of 
Monocotyledons, but is well-nigh universal in Dicotyledons, so 
that the case of Bammculus in which it is not present must be 
looked upon as exceptional in this respect. 

If the cross-section has been taken from a twig in a proper 
stage of development, we see between the cambium of the sepa- 
rate vascular bundles (the fascicular cambium) the commencing 
formation of the interfascicular cambium (ic). In the elements 
of the ground-tissue, the conjunctive parenchyma, which are 
interposed between the vascular bundles, and constitute the 
primary medullary rays, we can see the interpolation of tangen- 
tial division walls, so that streaks of cambium are formed which 
connect the cambiums of the circularly- arranged vascular bundles 
into a closed cambium ring. As the accompanying figure 
(Fig. 49) shows, the method of formation of this interfascicular 
cambium is in this case extraordinarily easy to follow ; and the 
original contour of the ground-tissue cells which have undergone 
division can be long recognised. The cambium ring, by means 
of which Dicotyledons and Gymnosperms in general thicken, is 
formed therefore of an alternation of fascicular and interfascicular 
portions. The secondary tissues developed by the activity of 
this cambium ring and upon its inner side are wood or xylem 
tissues, those developed on its outer side are bast or phloem 
tissues. A sharp limit between the primary and secondary 
tissues is not distinguishable so far as the original bundle is 
concerned ; but the interfascicular bundles, naturally, are wholly 
secondary. — The progress of lignifaction after cambial develop- 
ment can be very beautifully followed by the phloroglucin and 
hydrochloric aci<^ method {see Chap. V., p. 78). 
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The actual nature of most of the elements coiistitutin,i^ tlie 
vascular bundle can only be realised in longitudinal sections, 
though their distribution is best seen in the cross-section. A 
delicate racUMomjitudmal ucticm, which has cut through pretty 
near the middle of a vascular bundle, shows in that portion of 
the bundle nearest the pith, elongated primary wood paren- 
chyma, with horizontal end walls ; between. them very narrow 
annular vessels, or vascular tracheides, more or less crushed, 
then somewhat broader annular vessels, perhaps partially show^- 
ing transitions to the spiral form; then closely wound, still 
broader, spiral vessels, partly showing transitions to the reticu- 
lated form ; and finally the broad pitted ducts, with bordered 
pits. Between these various forms of vessel or traeheide can be 
seen very elongated tracheides with tapering ends, devoid of 
contents, and also with bordered pits ; and in thick-walled wood 
parenchyma, short, with horizontal end walls, and 6road un- 
bordered pits, and usually containing starch. The immature 
ducts appear as broad, cylindrical thin- walled cells, separated by 
horizontal end walls, with a thick lining layer of cytoplasm, and 
with nucleus. In older ducts the end walls are swollen, and the 
contents reduced. In the fully-formed duct these contents are 
no longer observable, and the end walls are reduced to a narrow 
ridge projecting inwards as a thickening ring. The flat tabular 
cells of the cambium ring show abundant cytoplasmic contents 
nuclei, and delicate partition w^alls. The sieve -plates of the 
sieve-tubes are oblique, and present to the observer their surface 
with darker shining dots. The side walls of the sieve-tubes are 
likewise provided with small, finely-punctate sieve-pits, usually 
elongated obliquely. In the periphery of the bast the callus 
plates are already formed, covering the sieve-plates with 
a highly refractive layer. The small sieve-pits on the side 
walls also have small callus plates. By the sieve-tubes will be 
noticed the companion-cells, densely filled with cell-contents, and 
the broader, shorter cells of the bast parenchyma, usually with 
starch-contents, but less protoplasm. The bast is separated from 
the ring of sclerenchymatous elements by broader somewhat 
more elongated parenchyma cells of the ground -tissue. The 
sclerenchyma-fibres of the ring are very long, pointed at their 
ends, with their ends interpolated between one another, and are 
provided with fine pits. The elements of the starch sheath are 
relatively short ; then follow the rounded cells of the ehlorophyll- 
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containing inner cortex. Then comes the coilenchyma ring, and 
we can determine that the elements composing it are many times 
as long as broad, and join on to one another with oblique end 
walls. 

It will have been noticed that Aristolochia has no vascular bundle 
sheath of scierenchymatous tissue surrounding the individual bundles, 
as was found in ^ea and also in BanunGukis. The purpose of these 
is here subserved by the pericyclic scierenohyma ring, surrounding 
the vascular bundle system as a whole, in the form of a closed 
woody cylinder. This cylinder is ruptured later on by the pro- 
gressive growth of the vascular bundle ring. 

If we have an opportunity of examining cross-sectionB of an 
older stem of Aristolochia it may not be amiss to get in it a 
general idea of the results of cambial action and the other 
changes which have taken place. We shall see that the pith is 
partially destroyed, and instead of preserving its cylindrical 
form, as it generally does, has in this case become flattened more 
or less, i:)erhaps into a mere streak. Through the activity of 
the cambium the primary vascular bundles have increased con- 
siderably in slise, and the interfascicular cambium has formed 
between them secondary bundles, which make up the woody 
ring. The medullary rays are narrow, and more numerous, the 
cambium adding to their length proportionally to the growth 
of the bundles. The ceils of the medullary rays are radially 
elongated. If the flattening of the pith has proceeded to a great 
extent, nearly all of the medullary rays wiU appear more or less 
curved ; at one end, leaving the pith at right angles, while the 
other, if prolonged, would end at right angles to the epidermis. 
The cambium layer is very recognisable, and the bast will be 
seen to have also increased in quantity. The sclerenchyma 
layer may no longer be continuous, but broken up, by the 
increase of the inner tissues, into isolated greenish-looking 
strands. We will not, however, further concern ourselves with 
the structural features of Aristolochia, as we propose to study 
the subsequent thickening of stems hereafter in other material. 

If the stem of Aristolochia Sijpho is not available, almost 
equally good material can be found in the young seedling stems 
of Biciniis communis, which can be grown for the purpose ; as 
also can the Sunflower {Helianthus annuus), or the Jerusalem 
Artichoke (iJ. tuhcrosus), the latter being grown from seed or 
tubers. The deviations from the structure detailed above wilj 
offer no difficulties. ^ 
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Peincipal Matebials Used, 


Twigs of Pimts sylvestris, or otlier Pbvm, not more than h inch in thick- 
ness ; fresh. 

Pieces from a thick stem of the same, cut in June or July; preserved ia 
alcohol, and laid for two or three days before use in lialf-aad4ialf 
glycerine and alcohol. 


Pbincipal Eeagents Used. 


Chlorzinc iodine— Alkanet root— BohmePs logwood, or hsem-alum— Aniline 
blue— Iodine glycerine. 


Pmus sylvestris . — We will now take the Scotch Fir {Pmm 
sylvestris), and make a careful study of the structure of the stem. 
It is characteristic of the Pinaceas that the secondary growth 
of the wood consists almost wholly of but one kind of element, 
typical tracheides, between which in a certain number of species 
only, as, e.g,, the Scotch Fir, strings of wood parenchyma are 
intercalated. True tracheae are wanting in the Pinaceie, and 
spirally -thickened vessels, or vascular tracheides, are found only 
in the medullary sheath, in the protoxylem of the vascular 
bundle. Even in stems of half an inch in thickness, we can find 
these very easily. In cross-sections passing through the pith 
(which is readily indicated to the naked eye by its darker colour) 
it can be seen that the inner limits of the ligneous mass consist 
of portions projecting into the pith and composed of elements 
with narrow cavities, and with somewhat brownish walls. In 
delicate radial longitudinal sections passing through the same 
region we can determine that these elements are spiral vessels or 
vascular tracheides. Some such vessels, which possess at the 

( 137 ) 
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same time spiral bands and bordered pits, serve as a transition to 
the typical tracheides having bordered pits only. 

As to the directions of the sections which we shall need, as 
well as the distribution of the tissues which w^e shall study, 
we can first of all get a general idea by means of the lens, or 
the low power of our microscope used as a lens, using for the 
purpose a piece of fresh stem not more than half an inch in thick- 

^ ^ ^ ness. The^ distinction 


^ preserved^ in 

Fig. 50 .— Piece of a four-year-old stem of the Scotch alcohoL Fresh WOod 
Wir (Pinus si/tvesti-is) GXLt m 'winter. 5 ^, appearance in 

croSsS-section ; in radial longitudinal section; in tears at the CamblUm, 
tangential longitudinal section ; f > spring wood ; s, « jn, d drv WOod does not 
autumn or late summer wood ; m, pith ; p, primary J 

wood ; 1, and 4, the four successive years rings of differentiate SO well, 
the wood ; i, % limits of the annual growths ; ms, med- , „ 4 .U ^ f U 

ullary rays as sseen in cross sections in the wood ; ms , AlCOhOi nas the lurther 
in longitudinal section ; as seen inside ttie bast ; ^Q^^ble advantage, that 
ms"', as seen in tangential longitudinal sections; c, ^ t i 

cambium ring; 5, bast zone; A. resin passages ; br, it will have dissolved 
the primitiveW ( x 6). abundant resin out 

of the wood, and will have fixed the cell-contents. It is desir- 
able that the pieces of stem which are to be preserved in alcohol 
shall be moderately thick, since the size of the elements con- 
stituting the wood of a Conifer is progressively greater up to a 
certain age. In order to fix the cambium in an active condition 
the material is best collected in June or early in July, i.e., at 
the time when the cambium is most active. The material must 
include the periphery of the stem, but on the other hand need 
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not extend deeply into 'the woody mass, ie., the central portion 
of the stem can be discarded. 

In order that the alcohol material should not become dry. and 
the elements tilled with air, while being cut, it is recoininended 
to lay the pieces required for study in a mixture of equal pmls 
glycerine and alcohol for at least twenty-four hours before tht^y 
are needed. Material prepared in this way is also much easier 
to cut, as the hardness which alcohol gives is in great measure 
rectified. The sections are then examined in glycerine. 

Sections prepared from a stem must be quite accurately 
directed. We shall need them in three differed directions (ef., 
Kg. 50) ; the cross-section, which must be exactly at right angles 
to the long axis of the mdial 

which must follow accurately the direction of the medullary rays 
and the tangential longitudinal which must be cut per- 

pendicularly to the medullary rays. This latter will, of course, 
only be tangential in a limited sense, and the strictly tangential 
part of the section must bS sought for; also the thicker the stem 
the better this section may be. The cross-section must include 
wood, cambium and bast, and similarly with the radial longitu- 
dinal section. Tangential longitudinal sections must be taken 
from at least two parts, one in the wood and the other in the bast 

In the preparation of these sections the quality and condition 
of the razor becomes of prime importance. If it be at all blunt 
the inner thickening layer will be torn from the trache’ides, and 
the section will be useless. Small sections will suffice, but they 
must be as thin as they can possibly be made ; and all the 
precautionary measures already noted must be taken to avoid 
injury to the razor. If the razor is very hollow ground, correctly 
directed sections can only be taken from a narrow piece of 
material, or near the edges of a broader piece ; for only so long, 
i,e,, as the back of the razor does not rest on the cut surface. 
Hence only slightly hollowed razors should be used for wood 
sections ; and it would be indeed much preferable to have for 
this purpose a razor which is ground flat upon one side only 
(the under one in cutting), but that these razors are difficult 
to sharpen properly. The surface of the material should be 
prepared for the razor with a sharp pocket-knife or scalpel, or an 
old thin-biaded razor may be kept (sharp) for this purpose. Under 
any circumstances the first sections made should be rejected, as 
they will include the tissues torn in preparation {see Chap. V,). 



A cross-sectdon extending through wood, cambium and bast, 
shows us the trachei’des arranged in very definite radial rows. 
As we trace such rows outwards here and there they are seen 
to double, or fork, to accommodate themselves to the increased 
periphery of the stem. In section the tracheides a^Dpear mostly 
four-sided, now and then five- or six-sided. As we pass along 
a row outwards, they are seen to become progressively narrower 
in their radial diameter, and their wails more thickened, up to 
a point at which the cavity is quite fiat; then abruptly, with- 
out transition (Fig. 53, on p. 144 at g), we note a very large 
trachelde, followed by another and another until the progressive 
diminution sets in again. In each radial row the abrupt change 
in dimension takes place, so that a clearly distinguishable curved 
line can be traced in the section. This line marks the limits 
of a year’s growth, and is visible to the naked eye upon a 
section of a stem or on the end of a plank of pine-wood. During 
the summer the tracheides which are successively formed by the 
activity of the cambium are more and more flattened and thicker 
walled — the most flattened and thickest walled being those which 
are last formed in a season’s growth ; while the tracheides which 
are formed when growth is resumed in the ensuing spring are 
of the largest size, .and have the thinnest walls. We can distin- 
guish in this way between wide-cavitied spring wood and narrow- 
cavitied summer wood, the line of demarcation representing the 
position of the cambium during a winter’s rest. Flence, if we 
were to take a section of a twig cut off during winter, the wood 
in contact with the cambium, on its inner side, would be composed 
of the narrowest cavitied tracheides (such a section is shown in 
the subjoined Fig. 51) ; and a fairly shrewd judgment as to the 
time when material is cut for preservation could be made by 
comparing the tracheides adjoining the cambium with those 
found in the annual rings next within. Interpolated amongst 
the elements may be found occasional small cavities, represent- 
ing sections through the tapering ends of tracheides. Parallel to 
these radial rows of tracheides run similar radial rows of narrow 
elements, elongated radially, sometimes containing starch and 
protoplasm, sometimes only water, the rows usually only one 
cell broad but occasionally more. These are the medullary rays. 
On the radial walls of the tracheides, ie., the walls parallel with 
the radii, and therefore facing the medullar}^ rays, we shall see 
the remarkable and characteristic bordered pits. If the section 
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be only moderately thin, these will look Uke narrow spindle- 
shaped or lenticular hollows in the thickness of the wall; but 
if very thin they appear like 
two pairs of open pliers di- 
rected towards one another, 
each pair enclosing a narrow 
lancet-like arch (c/. Fig. 26, 0). 

The pit is crossed from apex 
to apex of the two arches, by 
the delicate closing mem- 
brane, which thickens in the 
middle into the torus, or, to 
be more accurate, the tw^o pit 
chambers are separated from 
one another by this closing 
membrane, which includes a 
continuation of the middle 
lamella of the tracheides (see 
Fig. 27) ; while the small Fig. 61.— Cross-section through apportion 
gap between the correspond- winte.lvla 

ina ends of the laws of the aitanin '"oort, cambium and the ad- 

^ ... joining bast 5, autumn wood : c, cambium ; 

opposing pairs of pliers indl- sieve-tubes ; p, bast parenchyma ; /t, crys- 
. . £ XI tallogenous cell of bast : cu, sieve-tubes which 

cates the opening of the has ceased to function, and have collapsed ; 
bordered pit into the cavity medullary ray. 

of the trachei'de. The pit, therefore, broadens rapidly as we ap- 
proach the closing membrane, and it is this broadening, so as 
to produce a hollow or chamber in the thickness of the wall, 
which distinguishes a bordered (or chambered) pit from a simple 
pit such as we saw in Ornithogalumy in the Date, and in the 
cortex *of the Cherry laurel {Prunus Laura- Oerasus) as described 
on p. 73. Upon the tangential walls of the tracheides of Firms ) 
sylvestris bordered pits are rarely found, though frequent in the ' 
autumn tracheides of allied trees. In the later tracheides of 
the year the bordered pits are much smaller. Between the ; 
tracheides and the cells of the medullary rays, so far as the , 
latter have protoplasmic contents, are very broad, unilaterally 
bordered pits — pits so broad that they occupy almost the entire ■ 
width of the trachei’de. The border is developed only upon the : 
wall of the trache’ide, not upon that of the medullary ray cell. 
The closing membrane bulges into the trache'ide ; it has no torus. 
Between the tracheides and those medullary ray cells which con- 
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^ water, the pics are 

Tji / Jjf bilaterally bordered, just as 

^ between tracheide and tra- 

\\\ \ L 

\V^v \ immediate neigh- 

\ bourhood of the cambium we 

I U see the young wood composed 

j yy\ " incompletely developed 

trachei'des (Fig 52). The 
u ! walls of the cells dimmish 

j If — A\ rapidly in thickness towards 

If — { ”” ( cambial zone. Inside 

'II /’ — the cambial zone the radial 

il^ — '"^li walls thicken again. What 

J called Cambium 

I — 1/^ T consists of an Initial layer 

which, 

|/^ /[ through continued tangen- 

divisions, gives off tissue 
I j mother-cells towards wood 

from which the 
r elements of the wood and 

”’■'1^ f J the bast have their origin. 

I / — ^ ) Upon the wood side the 

successive stages in the de- 
I i 11 I <> velopment of the bordered 

I I Jl ^ pits can be followed (Fig. 52, 

\ \ ^ ^ radial rows 

\ \ M which the trachei'des are 

\ \ \ formed can be traced out 

^ 1 \ ^ through the cambium into 

^ similar radial rows of bast 
\ ^ \ elements, for these show 

^ \ Yv every whit as marked a 

i \ radial arrangement. On the 

1 ''' cambium the 

I ijr cell -walls rapidly thicken, 

Fm. 52. "“Part of a cross-section of a pretty and take on a dull- white 
old branch of Pmus sylvesiris. The strip passes z-v .i t i 

through the cambium {i, initial laver), and ends appearance. On the radial 

on the one side in the young w(K)d, on the otto ^^lls of the wide-cavitied 
side m the young bast. I, B, $, stages m the 

development of bordered pits; m, medullary elements of the bast (which 
ray ; e, sieve-plate ; k, flatbed ceils with brown 
contents, later on containing crystals ( x 540). 


eesin passages. 
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are sieve-tubes) corresponding to the places whore, in the wood 
bordered pits stand, sieve-pits (e) wiU be 'found; in very delicate 
sections we can recognise the fine pores which traverse these sieve- 
pits. Companion-cells are not developed to accompany the sieve- 
tubes of Gymnosperms. Unilamellar bands of bast parenchyma 
alternate with the thicker layers of sieve-tubes. They are in" the 
main composed of starch-containing cells, which in the older bast 
swell considerably. Between the starch-containing cells, crystallo- 
genous cells are scattered, which are very early marked by their 
brown colour {k in Figs. 61 and 52). Only a proportionately 
thin zone of the bast is composed of turgescent elements re- 
taining their original order ; on the outer side of this zone the 
radial rows become crumpled {see Fig. 51 cv, ante), the cell- walls 
begin to turn brown, the cell-cavities are more or less crushed. 
Only the starch-containing cells of the bast and the medullary ray 
cells enlarge to any extent ; these become rounded, and appear 
now as more or less spherical elements, densely filled with starch. 
Ultimately the sieve-tubes and crystallogenous cells are quite 
crushed, become tangentially stretched, and separate, in the form 
of lamellae, the successive layers of large starch-containing cells. 
The outer part of the bast appears, therefore, to consist of these 
last alone. Externally we note thin layers of cork, and the deep 
brown dead tissues, the Bark, which these have peripherally cut 
off. • 

Besm, Passages — Thus far we have left unnoted the patches 
of wood parenchyma which every cross-section of the wood shows, 
and which always enclose a resin passage or resin canal (Fig. 
53). In alcohol preparations this canal wiU have lost its resin 
contents. The cross-section of the wood cuts the resin canals 
also in cross-section ; each of these presents the appearance of an 
intercellular passage (f), which is surrounded by a layer of larger, 
thin-walled cells, the epithelial cells. The walls of these cells 
are brownish , they contain a large nucleus and a lining layer of 
protoplasm. To these cells adjoin as a rule starch-containing 
wood parenchyma cells (a), sometimes also a medullary ray. 
Their method of development shows that these resin passages 
arise scUzogengusly, that is, by the separation of cells originally 
in union. The resin passages which we have cut in this way in 
cross-section run vertically through the wood, but are connected 
together by horizontal ones, which lie within broad medullary 
rays, and which in the cross-section are occasionally exposed in 
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longitudinal view. We shaU see these connecting resin passages 
again in the tangential longitudinal sections. ^ 

A cross-section through fresh pine- wood (Fig. 63) shows that 
the resin canals are filled with resin. This appears in the pre- 
m paration in the 

^ ^ ^ form of strongly 

If ■we run 
in a little al- 
eobol, the resin 
drops quickly 
disappear. We 

,Jf 7 Y' moreover, 

them in 
a characteristic 
with the 

material of alk- 

FiG. 53. — Part of a cross-section throngli tlie wood of the f,oT%o^ which 
Scotch fir at the limits of a year’s ring. /, spring wood ; s, late 
wood; t, bordered pit; a, a radial row of tracheides which we have already 
doubles ; A, resin passage ; m, medullary rays ( X 240). COloTir 

oils. For this purpose we take a cross-section through the wood 
of the Scotch fir, and lay it on the object-slide in a drop of water. 
We then take a similar thin section from the bark of a dried 
alkanet root, blow off from it any loose particles, lay it upon the 
fir section, and cover with a cover-glass. Then run in a drop of 
about 50 per cent, alcohol under the cover-glass, and allow the 
object to stand for from half an hour to an hour. If now the 
alkanet bark is removed and the section of fir examined, the parts 
containing resin appear stained a beautiful dark-red colour, while 
the other parts of the preparation remain entirely uncoloured. 

Colour Reactions, — Cross-sectio7iSt^ieiemhljoi alcohol material, 
if treated with chlorzinc iodine show the walls of the tracheides 
yellow-brown ; their innermost thickening layer, immediately 
surrounding the cell-cavity, is, however, here and there stained 
violet. In the neighbourhood of the cambium, in tracheides 
which are not yet fully formed, the protoplasmic contents and 
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iiueleus are now easy to see. It can be settled with i-qual 
eertainty that the tracheides, when fully formed, lose all liviii- 
contents. The walls of the cambium, and the youngest adjoiuiu- 
ceUs, have stained bright violet, those of the older portions o^f 
the bast a dark violet colour.! The contents of the crystallo- 
genous cells remain brown, while those of the cells of the cork- 
layer now appear reddish-brown. The specially thin inner walls 
of the cells surrounding the resin-canal, i.e., those actually 
forming the resin-passage, usually stain a dirty violet. Carefu'l 
examination shows, moreover, that the closing membrane of the 
unilateraUy-bordered pits has stained violet, while that of the 
bilaterally-bordered pits remains uncoloured. Starch, wherever 
present, takes the iodine reaction. 

In Chap. V., p. 78, we have already seen the Lignin reactions 
displayed by coniferous wood. Corallin also, in virtue of pro- 
perties already known to us, stains the humified cells ((uite 
differently from those which are unlignified. We obtain, indeed, 
very beautiful and instructive preparations when the sections are 
laid for some time in soda-corallin and then examined in glycerine. 
The lignified membranes are stained a deep red ; towards the 
cambium this red disappears, and passes over into pale, yellow. 
In the bast the cell-walls have a pale reddish -yellow coloration ; 
the sieve-plates are coloured deep red, especially where they are 
covered with a callus-layer. As corallin also stains starch grains 
rose-colour, these consequently stand out quite sharply in the 
outer parts of the bast. 

We will now prepare some radial longiPvdinal sections, again 
using the alcohol material. 

Structure of the Wooc?.-— Such a section shows us in the wood 
the tracheides with bordered pits. The ends of the tracheides 
interlock. In the spring tracheides these ends are rounded; in 
the late summer tracheides they are pointed. The bordered 
pits in face view show the form of two concentric circles (Fig. 27 
A). The inner small circle, or (occasionally) ellipse, indicates the 
opening of the pit into the cavity of the tracheide ; the large 
outer circle indicates the broadest part of the pit, that which is 
bounded by the primitive wall separating the two tracheides. It 
is this primitive wall which, thickened at its middle into the 
torus, constitutes the closing membrane. The torus can often 
be distinguished as a faintly shining disk of about twice the 
diameter of the mouth of the pit. Especially in sections of dry 

^ See note on page 

^ . 10 ' 
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wood the closing membrane round the torus sometimes shows 
radial striation (Fig. 27 A). The torus can be shown up clearly 
if the section is laid for about fifteen minutes in Bohmer’s log- 
W'ood solution, or in hasm-alum; but sections taken from alcohol 
material must previously lie for a little while in water in order 
that no precipitate of logwood be formed on the surface. In the 
narrow late summer traeheides the bordered pits are small and 


less numerous.^ 



Fig. 54. — Radial longitudinal section througli the stem of the Scotch fir, at the outer 
limits of the xylem, through the cambium, and the adjoining bast, and showing 
also a medullary ray. s, autumnal trachei’de ; t, bordered pit ; c, cambium ; 
V, sieve-tube ; vi, sieve-area ; tm, trache’idal medullary-ray cell ; S7fh, starch- 
containing medullary-ray cell in the xylem ; in the phloem ; em, proteid- 
containiug medullary-ray cell (x 240). 

Traversing the traeheides horizontally we see the cells of the 
medullary rays (Eig, 54, sm), the structure of which we can 
study more readily now than in the cross-sections. The medul- 
lary rays usually have but little height, ^^e., in the direction of 
the length of the traeheides and therefore of the length of the 

^It would be well for the student also to refer back to the section on 
“ Bordered pits of Finns ” in Chap. Y., as some further details are to be found 
there. — [E b.] 
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sleoi ; they are foiiiid, however, up to so many as sixteen 
high. They consist of radially -elongated cells, lying side by side 
ill rows. The median cells contain protoplasmic contents, and 
usually also starch, and show on the sides towards the tracheales 
the large shallow unilaterally -bordered pits already noted ; the 
upper and under rows of cells, from one to three in number, have 
no protoplasmic contents, contain under natural conditions only 
water, and are connected with the tracheides by means of small 
bilaterally-bordered pits, and also show peculiar jagged or serrate 
projecting ridges on the walls directed tangentially, which may 
protect against crushing. Similar rows of cells may also be inter- 
polated in the median parts of very deep medullary rays ; while 
there are medullary rays which consist wholly of them, and 
others which contain none. From their pits and want of living 
cell-contents these rows of cells resemble, in structure and 
relations, the tracheides of the wood, and on these grounds 
might be considered to be tracheidal elements of the medullary 
ray. These tracheidal elements of the medullary ray probably 
facilitate water diffusion in a radial direction between the tra- 
cheides of the wood ; while the elements which have protoplasmic 
contents carry reserve food-stuffs in the same directions. — The 
radial longitudinal section may also have cut through a string of 
secondary wood-parenchyma, and have laid bare its resin-canal. 
The parenchymatous cells surrounding the resin-canal are convex 
towards it, and about as broad as long ; those more external are 
clearly longer. In a larger medullary ray we can perhaps trace 
the course of a horizontal resin -canal, and possibly see that 
ultimately the vertical and horizontal resin-canals intercom- 
municate. 

The cambium in longitudinal section shows on the one hand 
as narrow elongated cells, with end-walls more or less inclined, 
in which are protoplasmic contents and nucleus, and from which 
the elements of the wood and bast proceed ; and, on the other, as 
shorter, broader, but otherwise similar cells, which are continuous 
on both sides into the cells of the medullary rays. 

The Bast . — In the bast we will specially study the sieve- 
tubes with their sieve-areas } and in order to be able to see these 
latter well and readily, we lay some radial longitudinal sections, 
which we have prepared from alcohol material, in a watery solu- 
tion of aniline blue. This stain has, like coraliin, the property 
of deeply staining the callus of sieve- tubes, the substance 
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callose. The sections need remain only a few minutes in the 
stain, and can then be transferred to glycerine. This latter 
allows the colour to remain in the sieve-plates only, removing it 
from all other parts of the section. The sieve-plates cannot now 
be overlooked in microscopical examination. Theii colour is a 
beautiful blue, and so permanent that the preparations can be 
i)reserved. We can distinguish the sieve-plates even in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the cambium, and follow them into 
the parts in which the sieve-tubes have become crushed, and the 
sieve-plates have therefore lost their radial position. Before this, 
however, the sieve-plates will have lost their callus-layer, and 
with it their capacity for staining. The sieve-tubes have the 
form of the cambium cells from which they have developed ; they 
bear sieve-plates only on their radial walls, just as tracheides have 
bordered pits. They present the appearance of round or oval 
spots, which are collected into an indefinite number of somewhat 
angular, finely-punctate areas (Fig. 55). At 
some distance from the cambium the sieve- 
areas are covered by a homogeneous shining 
substance, staining sky-blue in the aniline blue 
— the calius-platev Further away still this 
is again dissolved, the sieve-area is bare, and 
no longer stains; the sieve-tubes are now 
functionless. It is not difficult to see that 
the active sieve-tubes contain a thin cyto- 
plasmic lining layer, but as a rule no nucleus, 
this having disappeared during the develop- 
ment of the tube. They contain also watery 
albuminous solution, grains which colour yel- 
low with iodine, and probably are leucoplasts, 
' and likewise grains and flocculent masses 
which give with iodine the port-wine red 
amylo-dextrin reaction, and probably represent an intermediate 
product in the transformation of starch into dextrin and maltose. 
These contents point to the sieve-tubes playing a very important 
part in the nutritive processes in the plant. 

The crystal logenous cells of the bast are distinguished in 
longitudinal section by their brown contents ; they are compara- 
tively short, end commonly with horizontal walls, and have 
apparently arisen from horizontal division of cambial cells. They 
contain numerous prismatic crystals lying upon and near one 
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another. The starch-containing cells likewise stand out clearly. 
They are still shorter than the crystailogenous ceils, lie in rows 
one above the other, and are also interpolated singly or in longer 
rows between the crystallogenous ceils. Later,’ these starch- 
containing cells swell very considerably. 

A. similar section of fresh material, treated with concentrated 
solution of molybdate of ammonia in saturated ammonium chloi-ide 
solution, shows a tannin precipitate in the crystallogenous cells. 
Similarly if a piece of stem be placed for two or three days in 
a concentrated aqueous solution of potassium bichromate, and 
sections afterwards taken, a brown precipitate is found in the 
cells. 

The medullary rays can be easily traced from the wood into 
the bast, and in doing so undergo a characteristic cliange. In 
order readily to appreciate this we lay some of our radial longitu- 
dinal sections in iodine glycerine, and examine them in it. Those 
cell-rows which in the xylem are tracheidaily developed, can be 
for the most part traced into the bast as protein-containing cells. 
These albuminous cell-rows of the medullary rays are dis- 
tinguished by greater height and smaller length, and are closely 
applied to the sieve-tubes, with which they are connected by 
sieve-plates. In that portion of the bast in which the sieve-tubes 
have become functionless, these albuminous medullary-ray cells 
have also lost their contents, and become crushed. From this we 
infer that these protein-containing medullary-ray ceils have in the 
Scotch fir the function of companion-cells. These albuminous 
medullary-ray cells contain no starch, while the starch-containing, 
and also some of the tracheidal, medullary-ray cells of the %vood 
can be traced into starch-containing rows of medullary-rav 
cells of the bast. Protein-containing cell-rows in the medullary 
rays are not found in the bast of all the Coniferas ; in their place 
protein-containing rows of cells may be present in the bast 
parenchyma. We may also note that in the Scotch fir these 
albuminous medullary-ray cells first appear in the secondary 
growth, and are not found in the primary bundles. 

The tangential longitudinal sectiom^ which we likewise pre- 
pare from alcohol material, must be taken through at least two 
positions, namely in the wood and in the bast. 

The wood section shows us the trachefdes with unilaterally 
tapering ends. The bordered pits which have been cut through 
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appear exactly as in the cross-section (Fig. 27 B^i), and good sec- 
tions of them are proportionally more easy to obtain than in the 
latter case. In old tracheides we can determine that the closing 
membrane bulges to one side, and that the torus {t) is pressed up 
against one of the openings of the bordered pits. Staining the 
section with hiematoxylin will facilitate the proof of this. The 

sections of the medullary rays (Fig. 
56) appear to have a spindle-like 
outline (ifm, sm) since the cells at 
both edges (or ends) gradually be- 
come narrower. The shallowest 
medullary rays are about three cells 
high; most are about eight cells, 
while with some the height can 
increase up to as many as twenty 
cells. The shallowest are always 
but one cell broad ; the highest can 
in their central part be several layers 
thick, and these latter contain the 
resin-canal, which is shown in sec- 
tion. The section may have also 
cut through a vertical resin-canal, 
which will present the same appear- 
ance as in the radial longitudinal 
ill yf ^ Ifi section. 

i 1 if I M tangential section the 

W i i 1 Ml tracheidal elements of the medullary 

seotton 3" ray (5’ig- tm) can, without diffi- 

of the Scotch fir. t, bordered pit ; culty, be distinguished from those 

tm, tracheidal and sm. starch-con- , . , < • i i 

taining medullary-ray cell ; et^ uni- which contain protoplasm ; on the 

laterally bordered pit ;«,mterceM^^^^ other hand careful observation and 
space in the medullary ray. (x 240). 

a very thin section are required in 
order to determine that the medullary ray is accompanied on both 
sides by small intercellular spaces (t), which follow it along its 
course. These accompany almost exclusively the medullary-ray 
cells which are provided with plasmic contents, not the trachei- 
dal cells. Through these interstices, which can be traced from 
the periphery of the stem through the cambium right into the 
woody mass, the gaseous interchange with the surrounding 
atmosphere which is necessary for the living cells is carried on. 
In sections through fresh material these intercellular spaces 
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are filled with air, and on that account appear dark and are 
easier to see. In alcohol material the alcohol has removed 
■'the air. 

A section of the bast which will answer our requirements 
cannot be obtained without trouble. There is no recourse but to 
commence with the older and outer part of the bast, and prepare 
a considerable number of successive sections, till we have reached 
the young wood. We scan these sections with a low power 
objective, and look for such as contain still active sieve-tubes* 
By this means we can learn something about the callus-plate, 
which at once attracts the eye, even without staining and with slight 


magnification, as a strongly refractive pad (Fig. 57, B) attached to 
the cell-wall. The structure of 
these plates, with their sieve-pits 

can be best studied in these sections I S \ (f 

with the aid of aniline blue, as ex- 1/ 

plained on pp. 147, 148.' ' The form | | | | 1 1 

of the sieve-pit is the same from this ^ 

point of view as in the oross-sectioa ; ^ 

but the number which the section ^ 

will have exposed is very large, and £3 i 

there is, therefore, greater' probability 

of finding one thin enough for study. 1 / \ f I I 

They can be found most readily at * I ** | ! I * 

the edges of the section. The pits I 

are seen in profile (Fig. 57), inside f 

the radial walls of those sieve- Jig. Portions 

of tiie wall 01 sieve-tubes after stainmg 
tubes which the razor has cut. with anilme blue. .4, Prior to the 

rm- formation of the callus plate ; /i, after 

They are traversed by groups of jis formation ; U, from a sieve- tube 

very fine threads, which have been wbicb is past its period of activity 
^ „ ,, , ^ and become functionless { X 1500). 

deeply stained. The callus plates 

(B) appear conspicuously blue. Their size first of all increases ; 
they disappear from the sieve-tubes which have lost their function, 
just as do the callus threads which traverse the sieve-pits, 


’ > . , * : ^ 'I 
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The resin-canals which 
we have here met with, and 
which in the cortical paren- 
chyma of Conifers often attain 
very considerable size, can 
have their origin well studied 
in the Ivy {Hedera helix). 
Cross-sections of young stems 
will shovT the resin -canals in 
the central pith as well as 
outside the xylem ring, even 
in quite close proximity to the 
cambium ring. In the same 
section they wdll be met wdth 
J stages of develop- 

fa:)Wv==/ ment, from a group of four 
cells, having between them a 
barely recognisable intercellu- 
lar space, to fifteen or twenty 
cells surrounding a large 


Fiff 57*. — Resin -passages in the bast of a cavity. The cells 


young 


stem of Hedera helix in transverse sec- 


are at 
their 


tion(*x 800). J, early stage ; J?, later stage ; ^ ^ 

g, the resin-passage surrounded by its secret- granular contents. The mode 
ing cells; c. the cambium layer; wb, soft /. . . « 

bast ; 6, bast fibres ; rp, cortical parenchyma. 0>I origin Oi txie resin-passage 

(After Sachs.) jg easily observable. It arises 

through the separation of the secreting cells, while these cells 
divide radially, and more rarely tangentially (Fig. 57^* A), and 
thus surround a cavity continually enlarging up to a certain 
point. The resin-passage, therefore, as in Finns, is schizo- 
genous (compare Fig. 


NOTE ON COLOUR REACTIONS IN THE CAMBIUM (p. 144-0). 

The use of chlorzinc iodine on cross sections of alcohol material taken 
through the cambium layer is very instructive. The radial walls in the cambium 
itself show the bright violet coloration which is characteristic of cellulose walls 
generally; hut the newly formed parallel division walls (tangential) appear 
stained yellowish. This is because they are composed of pectic substances, 
which will only later on become thickened by cellulose wall-layers (sec also p, 
64). 
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STBIJCT0RE OF THE STEM OF THE LIME-STUDY OF TISSUE- 
ELEMENTS BY THE MAOBRATION.METHOD--TYLOSES, OR 
TRACHEAL RLUGS. ■ 

Prinoital Mateeials Used. 

Twigs of Tllm three or four years old ; fresh. 

The same, outer parts of a thick stem; in alcohol, and softened for a few' 
days in half-and-half alcohol and glycerine. 

External parts of ten to twelve year old branches of Eohiuia Pscud-Acacia ; 
in alcohol ; softened in glycerine-alcohol. 

Principal Reagents Used. 

Iodine-glycerine — Chlorzinc iodine — Corallin — Chlorate of potash and nitric 
acid. 

Stem of Tilia etiropma . — As a further object of study, wo will 
take the Lime tree {Tilia parvifoliaf ox other form of the aggre- 
gate species, known under the name of Tilia europcea). A cross- 
section through a twig about one-fifth of an inch in thickness 
shows us a iarge-celled pith, the air-containing cells of which are 
grouped, rosette-like, around individual narrower cells, filled with 
finely granular brown contents. In the outer part of the pith lie 
mucilage sacs, forming hollows in the parenchymatous tissue, 
but which, however, are already empty, xit its outermost limits 
the pith consists of smaller cells, filled with finely granular con- 
tents. Into this small-ceiled tissue project the protoxylem 
elements of the vascular bundles. The ^'unwinding'’ spiral 
vessels (from which the spiral thickening thread can be with- 
drawn), are noticeable in the cross-section, from the thickening 
bands coming out here and there. We can count about five 
annual rings in the cross-section of a twig of one-fifth inch thick- 
ness, and we shall perhaps notice that the successive annual 
rings can vary greatly in thickness. In each year’s ring large 

( 153 ) 
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vessels (ducts) are first produced in close succession, and this it is 
which especially marks out the limits of the annual growth. Later 
on in the year’s growth the broad ducts either arise singly or in 
isolated groups ; in the last phase of the year’s vegetation the 
cambium produces only elements with narrow cavity. Outside 
the cambium we see the keel-shaped masses of the bast* thinning 
off outwards. In these can be seen an alternation of tangentially- 
arranged bright and darker layers. The shining white layers are 
composed of numerous closely-united bast fibres, the walls of which 
are thickened almost to the disappearance of the cavity, the cavity 
of each element showung only as a dark dot. The layers have 
an irregular outline, and may be interrupted here and there. The 
darker layers between the w^hite consist of (1) narrow-cavitied 
starch-containing bast parenchyma cells, which are especially in 
contact with the bast fibres, and of (2) wide-cavitied elements, 
sieve- tubes, with companion- cells, which occupy the more median 
portions of the layers. About twice as many layers of secondary 
bast fibres can be counted as there are annual rings in the wood, 
which arises from the fact that, apart from the first two years, two 
such layers are pretty regularly formed in each year. The primary 
medullary rays in the wood are mostly two cells thick, but now 



and again even more ; the 
secondary medullary rays 
are but one cell broad. They 
may be traced either right 
through the cambium and 
bast into the primary cor- 
tex, or only to a position in 
the bast equivalent to that 
in which the wood end of 
the ray is situated. The 
outer ends of the larger 
primary medullary rays 


Fig. 58. — Cross-section tlirough a stem of Tilia broaden OUt funnel - wise 
parvifolia in its fourth year’s growth. p7% prim- ’ 

ary cortex ; c, cambium ring ; cr, bast ; pm, and separate two keel- 
primary medullary rays ; jpwi', outer broadened u r u - 1 . 

(funnel-shaped) end of a primary medullary ray ; SnapeCL masses 01 oast. 
sm, secondary mediillary ray ; g, inner limits of central cylinder is Sur- 
the current year s rmg (x 6). t , / 

rounded by the living green 

primary cortex. In the outer parts of the medullary rays, and in 
the primal y cortex, are numerous crystallogenous sacs. Still more 
externally is a layer of pollenchyma, chiprophyll-containihg, and 
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readily recognisable by the glistening white walls, strongly thick- 
ened, especially in the angles. Finally the surface of the stem is 
occupied by a regularly-developed periderm, the flat cells of which, 
proportionally to their age ('f.c., from within outwards) are more 
and more brown in colour. — A general idea of the structural 
arrangement can be obtained from the accompanying somewhat 
diagramatic view of the cross-section of a four-year-old stem of 
the lime, the description of which is given at the foot of the 
figure (Fig. 58). 

For a closer study of the wood and bast of Tilia it is again 
desirable to prepare cross-sections of alcohol material cut from the 
thickest available stems ; and it is an advantage to lay the pieces 
selected for work for a few days in a mixture of equal parts 
alcohol and glycerine. We will examine them in iodine-glycerine. 
All the eiemonts will be found to be considerably larger than in 
tile thin twigs. The wood of the lime tree consists of vessels (ducts), 
tracheides, wood- ^ 

fibres, and wood- 
parenchyma (Fig. - — C 
59). The ducts 
are striking from 
their considerable 
breadth (wi). They, 
and also the trach- 
eides (t), so far as 
they are in contact 
with other ducts 
and tracheides, 
show bilaterally- 
bordered pits. The 
wood -fibres (1) are 
noticeable for their ~ 
very sparse and ex- 
ceedingly slender 
pits. Amongst all 
these eiemonts the 
wood - parenchyma 
cells (p) are readily 
distinguished by 
the protoplasm, and 
contain. 



Fig. 59. — Cross-section tlirongh the wood of far'd- 
fuHa (alcohol material), m, a wide-pitted dnet ; trach- 
‘ei'des ; /, wood-fibres ; p, wood-parenchyma ; r, medullary 
ray (x 540). 


occasionally starch grains, which they 
In the ba$t we at once notice the bast-fibres (Fig. 60, 1 ) ; 


156 


SI. THE DICOTYLEDONOUS STEM — WOODY TYPE. 


parenchymatous cells adjoining them (p) which mostly contain the 
abundant starch, but on the inner margin of the bast-fibres are 
sometimes crystallogenous ; and the wide-cavitied sieve-tubes (v) 
with their companion-cells (c). These companion-cells are in 
most cases cut off singly and obliquely from a side of the sieve- 
tube, and hence are usually bounded by a bast-parenehyrna 
cell or a medullary-ray cell. Where the section has chanced 
upon a sieve-plate this is recognisable from its strong 

refraction, its sieve-pores, and its yellow-brown colour under 
the action of the iodine. In TUia also we can determine that 





Fig. 60. — Cross-section through the bast of Tilia pati^ifoUa (alcohol material), 
sieve-tubes, at v* exposing sieve-plate ; c, companion-cell ; p, bast -parenchyma ; It, 
crystallogenous cell ; I, bast-hbre; medullary ray {x 540). 

at a little distance from the cainbium the sieve-tubes and com- 
panion-cells are empty. Traversing the bast the mediillary- 
ray cells are at once recognisable from their arrangement and 
contents. 

In the radial longitiidinal section, which we also examine 
in iodine-glycerine, we first of all note the big vessels and 
tracheides, which besides the bordered pits upon their walls, 
also have thin spiral bands as an innermost thickening layer. 
The pitted ducts and the traeheides are connected by every 
intermediate form, and only the circumstance whether the end 
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wall is perforates! by a round opening, or closed by bordered pits, 
determines whetlier tlie element in question is to be distinguished 
as a vessel or a tracheide. The greater proportion of the wood 
is built up of long-pointed wood-fibres, the walls of which are 
provided with small cleft-like pits obliquely rising to the left, 'i.e., 
following a left-handed Sinral. Like vessels and trachei’des, the 
wood-fibres also are without protoplasmic contents. While, 
however, vessels and tracheides serve for the conduction of water, 
the wood-fibres in fresh wood contain air, and only serve, there- 
fore, to enhance the mechanical stability of the woody mass. 
They are to be reckoned rather as a portion of the stereome. 
The wood-parenchyma ceils follow one another in uninterrupted 
vertical rows ; they are short, separated by simply pitted wails, 
with protoplasmic contents and usually, also, filled with starch. 
The medullary rays (Fig. 61) cross the elements of the woody 
mass, as bands of very varied height. 

The edges of these medullary rays 
are composed of shorter or higher 
cells (tm), and we can see that it is 
these latter alone which ai'e con- 
nected with the vessels by means of 
numerous large pits. Unilamellar 
medullary rays can be composed 
exclusively of the higher cells. The 
medullary-ray cells connected with 
the vessels by means of pits are 
marked by poverty in starch. 

In the bast we note, above 
everything, the very long shining 



bast - fibres i we again find the 
starch - containing, and also the 
crystallogenous cells of the bast- 
parenchyma,* then the sieve-tubes, 
the tangentially-inclined sieve-plates 


Fig. 61 . — Fragment from a radial 
longitudinal section of the wood of 
TUia with a small medullary ray. 

vessel ; ^ wood-fibre ; hn, medul- 
lary-ray ceils, connected by pits with 
the water-route ; m, conducting mt?- 
dullary-ray cells {x 240). 


of which are cut up into separate sieve-areas. The narrow com- 


panion-cells are distinguished by their rich contents. Outside 


the bast, and if the stem be fairly young, we note the collen- 
chyma with the white thickened angles, and the cork-cells, 
which have exactly the same form in longitudinal as in cross- 
section. 

The tangential longitudhml section through the wood shows 
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tis the same elements as in the radial section, but the medullary 
rays are cut in section, and from this point of view appear 
spindle-shaped (r). They are of very various heights, and may 
be unilamellar through their whole height, or multilamellar in 
the middle. The intercellular spaces are almost completely 
wanting at the sides of the unilamellar medullary rays ; in the 
multilamellar they are only formed between the inner cells. The 
tangential longitudinal section through the bast shows as far as 
the medullary rays are concerned the same relations, and can 

also serve, just like the tangential 
section of the wood, to demonstrate 
to us the serpentine course which 
must be taken by the elements 
which are displaced by the medul- 
lary rays. 

Chlorzinc iodine stains the lig- 
nified tissue yellowish-brown, the 
cambium violet. In the bast is 
shown a beautiful alternation of 
the violet thin- walled zones, and 
the bright yellow thick-walled bast- 
fibres. The elongated medullary 
rays of the primary cortex are 
violet, the cork is reddish-brown. 
Corallin stains the wood cherry- 
red, the bast-fibres quite a strikingly 
beautiful bright rose - red. The 
sieve-plates stand out clearly, even 
in the cross-section, by their foxy- 
red colour. 

Isolation of Tissue-elements by 
Maceration .— is always a matter 
of some difficulty for the beginner 
to make ; out with accuracy the 
individual components of compli- 
cated structures, such as are shown 
in longitudinal sections through the wood, particularly of second- 
ary wood ; and we will endeavour to supplement our knowledge 
by using another method, the so-called Schultze’s treatment by 
‘‘maceration”. For this purpose we place in a wide test-tube 
a few crystals of chlorate of potash, and pour in enough nitric 



Fic. 62, — Tangential longitudinal 
section of the wood of Tilia. pitted 
duct ; t, spirally-thickened trachei'de ; 
p, wood-parenchyma ; I, wood-fibre ; 
r, medullary ray (x 160). 
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acid to eoropletely cover them, then lay on this longitudinal 
.sect ion Sj not cut too thin, of the tissue to be investigated, and 
warm it over a flame until active evolution of gas ensues. The 
process should not be carried on in the same room with a 
microscope, as the vapour evolved would injure it. We allow 
the reagent to work for a few minutes, til! the sections appear 
quite white, and then pour the whole into a large evaporating 
dish, or saucer, full of water. The floating sections should be 
removed from this, by means of a glass rod, into another vessel 
Ailed with water, so as to wash them; and from thence into a 
drop of water upon an object-slide. The preparation can here be 
torn to pieces with needles, and the individual elements separated. 
If the reagents have worked rightly, the pectose middle lamellse 
between the elements will be dissolved, and their separation easy 
to complete. All the elements which previously had been studied 
in corn bination, will now be found isolated under the microscope. 
They are usualiy well preserved, except that the lignin, by which 
the cellulose in the wood had been chemically altered, having 
been more or less completely removed, they for the most part 
stain violet with chlorzinc iodine. 

Instead of chlorate of potash and nitric acid, maceration can 
be carried on by means of chromic acid. A concentrated aqueous 
solution is used, and allowed to act for only a short time, perhaps 
half a minute. Then wash with a large quantity of water. The 
sections must not be too thick, or they cannot be readily disin- 
tegrated. In general this method is inferior to that of Schultze* 
With herbaceous plants, when the middle lamellae between the 
elements are not lignified, hydrochloric acid and alcohol can be 
used for maceration ; a mixture of one part hydrochloric acid 
and from five to three parts of alcohol. This fluid should act 
upon the sections for about twenty-four hours ; then wash the 
sections, treat them with an alkali, such as 10 per cent, solution 
of ammonia, and the cells can be separated from one another by 
slight pressure. 

In the case of TUia we will preferably use Schuitze’s method, 

^ If the proportions of these reagents are not right, red fumes of nitrous 
acid gas will be given off, and the tissue may be entirely dissolved. W. ii. 
McNab has suggested a fluid composed of two drachms nitric acid (of sp. gr. 
1-10) and three grains of chlorate of potash, in which the tissue should 
be kept for a fortnight, when the constituent elements can be separated 
{Trans, Edin, Bot Soc., xi., 293). 


160 XL THE DICOTXIiEDONOUS STEM — WOODY TYPE. 

tearing up the macerated sections longitudinally with needles 
under the low power of the microscope. The prepar- 
ation will then show the especial preponderance of the 
wood-hbres (Fig. 63, A, B), The swelling of the walls 
causes the pits to appear still more minute; they show 
as oblique clefts. The short parenchymatous cells, re- 
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Eig. 63 , — Tilia pArvifolia. Elements of the secondary wood and bast, 
isolated by maceration, A and J3, wood-fibres (libriform) ; G, wood- 
parenchyma ; I) and E, tracheides ; F, segment of a duct ; G. bast-fibre 

(x 180). 


cognisable by their contents, lie scattered between the 
wood-fibres, and are either separated, or, corresponding 
with their origin from cambial cells, still joined into 
short threads (c), which resemble in outline the wood- 
fibres, and lie scattered between them. We find, further, ^ 
but in smaller number, the spirally-thickened tracheides, 
in outer contour either more resembling the wood-fibres (FJ), or 
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more approaching the ducts (D) ; finally the ducts themselves, 
either separated into segments (i^), or else forming long tubes. 
The very long and narrow-cavitied bast-fibres (G) are very notice- 
able in the preparation. 

Length of the Trachece. — If for an example a twig of the Alder, 
Ahms glutmosa, eight or ten years old, be plunged under water, 
and, from its middle portion, a piece of about four inches in 
length be cut while still immersed, this piece can be used for the 
purpose of studying the length and continuity of the vessels. 
To the up2)er end of this piece of twig, ie,, the end which w^as 
nearer the leaves, can be attached a glass-tube, about two and a 
half inches long, by means of a piece of india-rubber tubing, the 
other end of the glass-tube being connected with an air-pump 
or an aspirator. The lower end of the piece of twig is now 
immersed in a fiuid composed of one part commercial “ dialysed 
iron” (oflicinal liquor ferri oxychlorati) in three parts water. 
By the gentle action of the pump, or by the aspirator, this brown 
fiuid can be sucked into tlie piece of twig, and it will be seen that 
the fiuid which flows out into the glass-tube is colourless. The 
action may be continued gently for about an hour. Oxychloride 
of iron is a colloid body, and therefore diffusible neither through 
membranes nor through the closing membrane of bordered pits ; 
hence it penetrates into each vessel only so far as the first closing, 
diaphragm-like wall; and so long as the brown fluid does not 
appear in the glass-tube it is clear that it has not passed through 
the length of the twig. 

■When injection with the iron is judged to be sufficiently com- 
plete, the lower end of the twig can be removed to a solution of 
ammonia (one part official spirits of sal ammoniac, three parts 
w^ater), and the suction again resumed until the fluid which is 
drawn out at the upper end strongly smells of ammonia. All the 
iron salt will then have been deposited as a reddish-brown pre- 
cipitate; and both with a lens and with microscopic sections, 
transverse and longitudinal, the distribution of this precipitate in 
the piece of twig can be studied. 

Precisely similar experiments can be performed wdth Tilia. 

Tyloses, or Tracheal Plugs, — In the vessels of especially the 
older wood of many stems and roots are to be found, sometimes 
occasionally, sometimes systematically, plugs of intruded cells, 
completely stopping the cavity,- known as Tyloses, or, as we may 
call them, Tracheal plugs. We will study them in the wood of 

11 
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the Bastard Acacia {Bohinia Pseud’Acacia), in which they occur 
with remarkable regularity and frequency. Selecting a piece of 
old branch, say ten or twelve years old, we remove from it peri- 
pheral strips, penetrating into the wood to about the depth of the 
fourth year, and can discard the remaining central portion. 
These strips can be preserved in alcohol, but must then be 
treated, before working, with glycerine-alcohol to soften them. 
Gross-sections can be taken passing from the cambium inwards, 
and examined first with a low power. We shall soon note that 

the broader vessels, from about 
the third year’s ring inwards, 
are filled with a thin-walled 
tissue (Fig. 64). We can 
generally find vessels in which 
the origin of this tissue can be 
followed. We can see bladder- 
like structures arise from one 
or several places on the wall 
of the trachea, and protrude 
into the cavity (at a). It is 
these bladders which, enlarg- 
ing and pressing upon one 
another, and flattening on 
their contact sides, fill the 
whole vessel with tissue. At 
specially favourable places in 
the cross-section we can deter- 
mine that it is the adjoining 
wood-parenchyma cells which protrude, bladder-wise, through 
individual bordered pits into the cavity of the vessel. It is the 
unlignified closing membrane of a unilaterally-bordered pit which 
is concerned in the process. — These plugs are found in the stems 
of a few Monocotyledons, many Dicotyledons, and occasionally 
in Conifers, In woody roots they are rare, but common in her- 
baceous roots, as, e,g., Cucurhita. 



Fig, 64. — A vessel filled with a Tracheal 
plug, together with the adjoining cells, from 
the duramen of Robinia Psetcd-Acaciaj in 
cross-section. At a and a, the connection 
of the plug cells with their mother cells can 
be seen (x 300). 


CHAPTBE XII, 

THE CENTRAL CYLINDER (STELE) AND SECONDARY 
THICKENING OF ROOTS. 

Pbinoipal Matbbials Used. 

Roots of Onion (Allium Cepa), or of Hyacinth, or of Acorus Calmniis ; fresh 
or in alcohol. 

Roots of Flag Iris ; alcohol material. 

(A Batimicidus repens ; in alcohol. 

Roots of Taxus baccafa, e.g., from seedlings ; alcohol material, softened with 
alcohol-glycerine. 

Principal Reagents Used. 

Concentrated sulphuric acid — Potash — Aniline blue. 

Boot of Allium Gepa . — The structure of the centra! cylinder 
of roots we will first study in the root of Allmm Capa, the garden 
Onion. Abundant material for investigation can be at any time 
secured by allowing an onion to grow in water in a hyacinth 
glass. Figure 65 shows us a cross-seotio7t from the base of a 
strong adventitious root thus obtained. The epidermis, or 
piliferous layer (so called from bearing the root-hairs), and the 
very thick primary cortex, are left out of the drawing, but of the 
latter we see the cells (c) which bound the bundle-sheath, or 
endodermis (e). This endodermis shows a characteristic dark 
shading upon the radial walls, which is produced by the wavy 
fiexure of a median strip of the walls, which is also lignified. 
Such an endodermis is always unilamellar ; it arises from the 
innermost layer of the cortex. In old roots the endodermic cells 
are thickened on their inner and radial walls in U-form, and these 
thickening layers disguise the original structure of the radial 
walls. The centre of the vascular cylinder is occupied by broad 
scalariform vessels (so). If the root is not old enough the 
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central, and perhaps also the adjoining, vessels are thin-walled, 
and not fully developed. Adjoining the one or more central 
vessels are almost always six narrower scalariform vessels (sc^) ; 
to each of the last succeed a group of quite narrow spiral and 
annular vessels, or vascular tracheides, which constitute the 
protoxylem (sp, sp-ha). The size of these elements, therefore, 
diminishes from within outwards, and it is the spiral and annular 
protoxylem which lies outermost ; an exactly opposite condition to 
that in the stem, and which has arisen from the twisting of the 



Ficj. 65.— Crosss-section of the base of a strong adventitious root of Allmm Oepa. 
c, cortex ; e, endodermis ; p, pericycle ; a, annular vessels ; sp^ sp*, spiral vessels ; 
sc and 5C*, scalariform vessels ; v, bast (x 240), 


xylem bundle through 180 degrees. The xylem strings are in 
this case united into a six-rayed star, and the central cylinder is 
therefore described as hexarch The bast strings (v) alternate 
with the xylem, a relation which is universal for the central cy- 
linders of roots. Wood and bast are separated from one another 
by a layer of parenchymatous ground-tissue cells — the conjunc- 
tive tissue* The bast portions can be recognised by the white 
shining wails of their cells ; they consist of some sieve-tubes 
and companion-cells, which latter are, however, not to be dis- 
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tingiiished with certainty in cross-section from the sieve-tubes. 
From the endodermis the wood and bast ai^e separated by a 
single layer of ceils, the pericycle (p). This pericycle, therefore, 
occupies the same relative position in roots as in stems, and 
constitutes the outermost layer of the central cylinder of stele. 
— In concentrated sulphuric acid the entire cross-section is dis- 
solved, with the exception of the epidermis, the layer of ceils 
underlying it, the endodermis and the vessels. These last have 
stained a beautiful yellow. The endodermis, which from the 
action of the sulphuric acid will have partially turned over, shows 
the middle band in the radial wails beautifully undulated. In 
the outermost cortical layer also, adjoining the epidermis, a 
similar appearance is, however, to be observed; and if we 
examine again our earlier preparation, we shall assure ourselves 
that in this case also the radial walls show a dark shading. 
The cells in question are also firmly united together, and form, 
therefore, a kind of outer endodermis, which has been termed 
suberose layer or exodermis. 

The longitiidmal section shows the vessels with the thickenings 
already referred to ; and with aniline blue the sieve-plates of the 
sieve- tubes can easily be made visible through staining sky-blue. 
From the sieve-tubes their companion-cells can now be distin- 
guished by their abundant contents and their smaller length. 
The wavy middle band of the radial walls of the endodermis, 
seen now in surface view, shows as a ladder-like thickening. 

Moot of Hyacinth . — The roots of the Hyacinth (Hyacinthus 
orientalis), similarly grown in water, may be used as an alterna- 
tive to those of the Onion, with which they agree in all essential 
points. The number of vascular bundles usually varies between 
six and eight. 

Acorus Calamus . — The root of the Sweet Flag, (not uncommon 
by the skies of streams and ditches in the eastern and midland 
counties, and the rhizome of which is used in perfumery), will 
serve to further inform us as to root-structure. The cross-section 
of a piece of a fully- developed root (Fig. 66) shows that here the 
xylem rays {s) of the central cylinder, do not coalesce in the 
centre of the cylinder, but are usually, to the number of eight, 
arranged in an interrupted ring, while the middle is occupied by 
a pith. The large vessels lie, as in Allium, towards the interior, 
the small ones towards the periphery. The bast strings {'v) 
alternate, as usual, with the wood rays. They are separated 
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laterally by a single or double layer of parenchymatous ground- 
tissue cells (conjunctive), and, outwards, ax^e separated from the 
endodermis {e) by a unilamellar pericycle (p). The endodermis 
consists of ilattened, thin- walled cells. The endodermis, the 
pericycle, and all the other ground-tissue cells in the central 
cylinder, are usually thickly filled with starch ; whence the bast 
strings, which contain no starch, show up specially clearly in the 
figure. The cells of the inner cortex are separated into unila- 
mellar layers by numerous air-canals. In the periphery the 
cortical cells are crowded together into a firm, strong, multi- 
lamellar sheath. The outermost, hypodermal, cortical layer 

consists of radially elon- 
gated cells, and here, as in 
other roots, forms an exo- 
dermis, which persists, 
w^hilst the epidermis itself 
dies and is destroyed. If 
potash solution is run in, 
the starch disappears out 
of the cells, and the exist- 
ence of dark shadings on 
the radial walls of the en- 
dodermis can be easily 
proved. On this endoder- 
mis, as treatment with 
sulphuric acid shows, only 
the band which forms the 

jicoms uatcmus, m, pitn ; s. wooa ; v, oast; 2 

p, pericycle ; e, endodermis ; c, cortex (x90). shadingS IS cuticulaiised, 

while of the exodermis 
the whole cell-wall is. In an earlier stage, however, the exo- 
dermis, like the endodermis, is suberised only in median strips 
of the radial walls. The complete suberisation is connected 
with the protective function of the layer ; the epidermis, cut of 
by it from the living part of the root, becomes exfoliated. The 
cells of the exodermis contain resin.— By virtue of the suberised 
band on the radial walls of the endodermis, the central cylinder 
is rendered air-proof against the intercellular passages of the cor- 
tex; but in order, however, that the passage of fluids between 
the central cylinder and the cortex may still remain possible, 
the tangential walls are not suberised. 

Boot of Iris , — A cross-section through the root of Iris florentina 



Fig. 66. — Cross-section through the root of 
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or other Flag Iris, shows in its axial vascular cylinder the closest 
resemblance to but the endodermis is somewhat diiiereutly 

constructed (hig. 07). The cells of this are mailateraliy thick- 
ened oil their side towards the c 

interior, into the form of the letter 
U, and the thickening is beauti- 
fully stratified. At isolated points 
a single un thickened cell occurs, 
and it can be determined that, 
wherever present, such a cell (/) 
always lies in front of a ray of 
the wood. These cells we will 
call ‘■‘passage-cells^’; they are 
permeable, and maintain the 
connection with the surround- 
ing cortex (c). In concentrated 
sulphuric acid the thickening 
layers of the endodermis swell and 

are dissolved; only the iignified 0‘rougix the root 

^ . endodermis ; p, pencycle ; /, passage- 

middle lamelleej forming a deli- ceils; v, bast; s, vessel in the wood; 

.1 -I j 1 ' c, cortex (x 240). 

ca-te layer around the endodermic 

ceils and also around the passage-cells, remain. Similarly, the 
middle lamellas between the vessels and in the pith are not dis- 
solved, and form a delicate brownish-yellow network. — A tangeii- 
Hal loMfitudinal section, which skirts the endodermis, shows us 
that the longitudinal strip of this endodermis which lies outside 
the xylem strands consists of an alternation of long thickened ceils 
and of short unthickened passage-cells, the latter wdth abundant 
cell-contents. Here and there two such passage-cells follow one 
another. 

Where the median strip of the radial wails of the endodermis 
is cutinised, the layer would probably entirely exclude the air 
which is present in the cortical intercellular spaces from pene- 
trating to the central cylinder, where, by obtaining access to 
the cavities of the vessels, it might act as an obstacle to the 
passage of the water ; while, on the other hand, water itself can 
freely pass through the non-cuticularised inner and outer walls. 
This would be of especial importance for endosrnotic purposes in 
the root-hair, or absorbing region, of the root. In older parts of 
the root, where passage of water through the endodermis is no 
longer of importance, the cells may be outicularised, or thickened, 



168 


XII. STEUCTUEE OP BOOTS. 


throughout, without disadvantage. If the thickening takes place 
early, then water transit may be effected by means of the passage- 
cells, which, as we saw above in Iris, are placed opposite to the 
groups of water-conducting vessels in the central cylinder. 

Boot of Ranunculus repens, — The roots of Dicotyledons are 
less favourable for study than those of Monocotyledons ; but 
now that we have obtained an insight into these latter, it will not 
be difficult correctly to interpret the former. We prepare a cross- 
section from the base of a strong adventitious root of the runner 
of the Creeping Buttercup {Banuncukcs repens) abundant every- 
where by roadsides and in pastures, and as a garden weed in 
damp soils. The central cylinder, or stele, does not appear so 
sharply defined towards the cortical tissue as it is in Monocotyle- 
dons, but with careful observation we shall find, at the junction 
of the two, the endodermis, marked with its dark shading ; for 
a thickening endodermis, so common in Monocotyledons, is more 
exceptional in Dicotyledons, and this absence stands manifestly 
in relation with the power of secondary growth which their 
central cylinder in general, though not in this particular case, 
possesses. According to the strength of the root, the wood in 
the central cylinder is in four or five rays ; the great vessels here 
also lie towards the centre, the small ones outside them. In 
Monocotyledons an innermost vessel is often distinguished by 
its exceptional size ; in Dicotyledons this is seldom the ease, and 
is not to be observed in Banunculus?- The xylem rays in Banun- 
cuius extend to the centre of the stele, and there coalesce more or 
less completely with one another. Yet, if at all, the innermost 
vessels are only fully formed quite late, and remain mostly in the 
state of thin- walled, elongated cells. The bast bundles alternate 
with those of the wood in the ordinary way. 

Boots of Vascular Cryptogams. — The roots of Vascular Crypto- 
gams are constructed upon the same fundamental type as those of 
Phanei’ogams. 

Secondary Thickening m Taxus haccata. — We will follow out 
in Taxus haccata (the Yew) the processes which lead to the 
secondary increase in thickness of those roots of Dicotyledons 
and Gymnosperms which are capable of it. For this purpose we 
procure a piece of root with young uninjured branchlets. We take 

1 In the adventitious roots upon the rhizome of R. repens, according to De 
Bary, Comparative Anat, (Eng. trans., pp. 365-6, and Fig. 165), the axis of the 
cylinder is occupied by one large vessel or pitted duct. — [E d.] 
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a cross-sect icni through a lateral root which is about 1 iiim. thick, 
and at perhaps r- inch from the tip.^ The surface is composed 
of a parenchymatous cortex at least ten cells thick. The outer- 
most celMayer of the cortex is not sharply defined, as a differen- 
tiated epidermis is wanting. The centre of the section is occupied 
by the central cylinder. This is surrounded by the endodermis, 
which consists of fiat, thin-walled, corky cells, whose wails are 
brown, and whose diameter is manifestly inferior to that of the 
cortical cells. These cells show, on the radial walls, the charac- 
teristic dark shadings. Around the endodermis is developed a 
strengthening layer,*’ likewise unilamellar; its cells have the 
width of the other cortical cells, but have, however, their radial 
walls distinguished by a thick, shining, yellow ring. These | 

annular thickenings coincide in adjoining cells, and therefore j 

give in cross-section the figure of a very bi-convex lens. The ; 

central cylinder shows a diarch xylem in the form of a transverse j 

plate (Tig. 68 f/) ; composed at its two ends of the narrow spiral - 

vessels, and, for the rest, a band of broader tracheides, with I 

bordered pits, of the kind characteristic of Coniferae. On each 1 

side of the trachekles lies a layer, in the main double, of ground- ; 

tissue (conjunctive) cells, with narrow cavities, thin walls, and -J 

containing starch. To these adjoin the still smailer-celled tissue . 

of the thin-walled bast, composed of sieve- tubes and protoplasmic ; 

bast-parenchyma. Lastly outside this bast are the starch-contain- ^ 

ing cells. 

Now examine a cross-section about 1-3 mm. thick, and at about 
1 inch from the root- tip, and we shall see that, on both sides of 
the plate of tracheides, the layer of the conjunctive ground-tissue, 
bounding the bast internally, has commenced to divide. It is 
converted into a layer of cambium, which henceforth produces 
internally tracheides, externally bast, and on both sides medullary 
rays. We shall see the results of the continued activity of this 
cambium layer in a root 2 mm. thick ; the present structure 
is illustrated in the subjoined Figure 68. The cross-section 
shows the general relations already known to us ; the cortex (c), 
the outer strengthening layer (m), the endodermis (e), and the 
central cylinder. The outermost cell-layer of the pericycle has 
in the meantime begun to divide by tangential walls, and forms a 
thin layer of periderm adjoining the endodermis. On both sides 


^ Seedling plants serve very well. — [E d.] 
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of the median plate of traclieides {t') we see the inner inactive 
layer of the conjunctive ground-tissue (/), which may be considered 
equivalent to a pith ; farther on the newly-formed and radially- 
arranged traclieides (i"), with numerous interpolated medullary 
rays. ' 

It is easier to obtain information as to these relations if a 
little potash solution is added to the preparation. The spiral 
vessels (s) at the ends of the median plate stand out clearly, with 
dark outline ; the tracheides with bordered pits (t') of this median 



Fig, 68. -Cross-section of a root of Taxus baecata, after the thickening of the central 
cylinder has commenced, c, cortex ; m, strengthening layer ; e, eiidodermis ; p, 
pericycle ; s, spiral vessels ; t', primary band of trachei'des bands of ground- 
tissue ; t", secondary trachei’des with medullary rays ; v", secondary bast ; v', 
crushed primary bast; cells in the secondary bast with crystals in their 
walls ; r, resin-containing cells in the pericycle {x 42). 

plate, as well as those of the secondary (cambial) growth (t"), are 
stained a beautiful yellow ; the inner connective tissue (pith) re- 
mains colourless. The secondary xylem bands have a plano-convex 
contour ; at their ends they taper off, but do not come near the 
spiral vessels. On the outer margin of the secondary xylem 
we find the cambium, and outside that the secondary bast 
which after treatment with potash appears colouiiess, but in 
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which, however, single cells (k) appear black. These are the ' 

cells in the wails of which crystals of oxalate of lime have 
become embedded. The primary bast (v'} is found, crushed, » 

on the outer side of that which is secondarily produced. In ? 

the pericyole, after potash, far more clearly than before, single | 

irregularly-placed ceils are marked by their yellow-brown con- 
tents; they contain resin. The cork-layer, developed from the 
outermost layer of the pericycle, is coloured yellowish-green by 
the potash, the thickening rings of the strengthening layer a bright 
yellow. The endodermis has been crushed flat by the cork-layer. 

If we now examine the cross-sectioji through a still older root, 
about 'jlj inch thick, which has already east off its cortex, and 
shows a dark- brown surface, it will show us a completely-closed 
xylem ring ; and the appearance would hardly be distinguishable 
from that of a cross-section of a stem of similar thickness, were it 
not that the position of the pith is occupied by the primary plate of 
tracheides. The surface is covered with the pericyclic cork-layer. 

Longitiidmal sections through the roots are necessary in order 
to determine that the median plate of tracheides consists of 
exactly the same elements as the secondary wood. We again 
find the spiral vessels at the edges of this plate, and determine 
that the ceils of the endodermis have only small height, while 
those of the strengthening layer are far larger, and even surpass 
in height the contiguous cells of the cortex. "With aniline blue 
we can identify the sieve-plates in the primary and secondary bast. 

Dicotyledonous roots, as a rule, have stellateiy-arranged poly- 
arch wood portions, instead of the two only (diarch) which are 
present in the Yew. In all those which thicken the same essential 
plan is, however, carried out ; streaks of cambium appear on the 
inner side of each portion of bast ; gradually the cambium sti-eaks 
extend, and join into a ring, which encloses ail the primary wood 
and excludes ail the primary bast ; and forms wood internally, 
bast externally, and medullary rays on both sides. In some 
cases the medullary rays formed opposite to the primary bundles 
of wood remain far broader than the others, and the ligneous mass 
continues to be irregularly stellate, the broadening rays of this 
mass, however, being alternate to the original rays of the wood ; 
but as a rule these medullary rays are not distinguishable from 
the others, and the wood is formed in rings, with cambium, and 
outside that bast, just as it is in the diarch central cylinder of the 
root of the Yew. 


CHAPTEE XIII. 


THE STELE OF THE PTERIDOPHYTA. 

Peincipal Materials Used. 

Rhizomes or petioles of Pteris aguilina ; in alcohol. 

Stems of Lycopodium sp., L, complanatum ; in alcohol. 

Barren stems of Lquisetum arvense^ or other sp. ; fresh, or in alcohol. 

Principal Be agents Used. 

Aniline blue — Safranin. 

The Bhizome of Pteris — Stelar Theory . — In our studies of tho 
structure of stem and root of Phanerogams, we have used the 
word stele as being to all intents and purposes equivalent to the 
term central cylinder, in which sense Van Tieghem, who intro- 
duced the term, used it. The stele then consists, in the cases 
we have studied, of more or less numerous vascular bundles, 
variously arranged with regard to one another, but alike in that 
the whole system of bundles is surrounded by a pericycle (in 
which subsequent developments of the most diverse kinds may 
originate) ; and that the pericycle, the most external tissue of the 
stele, is very often cut off from the general body of the surrounding 
cortex by a specialised layer of this latter, the bundle sheath, or 
endodermis ) though we have also seen that the endodermis 
varies very greatly in respect to its recognisability — sometimes 
very distinguishable [e.g.^ most roots), sometimes forming a 

starch layer,’' sometimes not recognisable as a separate layer 
at all. In most of the Vascular Cryptogams the stele presents 
itself to us under an aspect which differs greatly from that of 
Phanerogams, at first sight often simulating a vascular bundle; 
and we will take as our first object of study of the stele in their 
stems an exceedingly common fern, the Bracken (Pteris aguilina). 

( 172 ) 
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h. cToss-seGtion through a stout creeping rhizome of the 
Bracken, examined with the naked eye or with a lens, shows it more 
or less elliptic in section, and covered externally by a thick rind 
of a dark brownish-yellow colour, which microscopic study would 
show to be an epidermis and a pseudo-sclerenchymatous layer, the ; 

aggregate colour in which is due to the natural bright yellow 
coloration of the cell- walls. Within this rind is the general mass 
of the ground-tissue^, an opaque white in colour, and very sappy 
in fresh material, Two dark brownish-yellow bands can be seen 
in this, of unequal size, one nearly fiat and the other arched, and 
dividing the general ground-tissue into an inner and outer portion, 
communicating between the ends of the bands ; these are bands 
of internal sclerenchyma, and in some cases, especially near the 
point of branching of the rhizome, these bands join into one, of 
horse-shoe form. Both within and without these internal scler- 
euchyma bands, and embedded in the ground-tissue, will be seen 
what subsequent study will show to be the vascular strings, 
golden-yellow in colour, and each enclosed in a delicate brownish 
line. These vascular strings were formerly known as vascular 
bundles ; they are steles, and, as we shall see, each is enclosed 
by a starch sheath, and an outer layer of cells of the ground- 
tissue constituting an endodermis. The steles, however, from 
time to time coalesce one to one, so that, if their longitudinal 
course were traced, they would be seen to form a very irregular 
network ; hence while the rhizome is considered to be polystelic, 
the steles may be considered as schizosteles when they separate, 
or gamosteles w’^hen they coalesce. The stem of a very young 
fern only shows one central stele, and in this respect strikingly 
resembles the root of the same plant. If then each of these 
vascular strings is a stele, the general ground-tissue in which 
they are embedded is manifestly equivalent to that which we 
have called cortex ” in phanerogamic stems and roots. The 
term ^‘cortex” is, indeed, sometimes applied to it in the Fern; 
but inasmuch as this term has acquired a specific meaning, as an 
external enveloping layer, or rind, the application of the same term 
to this case appears undesirable. I [Ed.] have already said that 
in many Dicotyledonous stems the limits of the central cylinder 
are not recognisable; it does not follow that the limits are not 
present, but if we suppose for the moment that each vascular 
bundle of such a stem were in itself a stele, the cortex, medullary 
rays and pith would form a collective ground- tissue of a kind 
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strictly comparable to that which we see in the rhizome of the 
Fern.i 

Stele of Pteris , — In Pteris aquilina the general relations of 
the steles are the easiest to make out, although the abundant 
sclerenchyma makes the material somewhat difficult to cut. 
Alcohol material is undoubtedly preferable, and cross-sections may 



be cut from the rhizome not too far behind its growing end, or 
from the leaf-stalk of a leaf that is still young. In such sections 
the steles will be found already fully developed, while the charac- 
teristic (sclerenchymatous) thickening of the ground-tissue is still 
wanting. The structure of the stele is the same in rhizome as 
in leaf-stalk, and the accompanying Fig. 69, which shows us the" 
cross-section of a stele from the base of a leaf-stalk, will serve to 

^ See note on page 181. 
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i iiluslrate ife. For considerations of space -a .small ■ stele has ■ had ... to 

be selected for representation ; still, all the elements entering into 
its composition can be siifiiciently well represented in the figure. 
The first things to attract attention ai’e the great scalariform 
vessels (sc) marked with elongated-bordered pits. For the most 
part these are in contact with one another, and are surrounded as 
a whole by starch-containing wood-parenchyma {Ip). At one 
spot on the small stele figured, or at two or many spots in larger 
steles, lie a few scalariformly or spirally-thickened, and partially- 
^ disorganised protoxylem elements. Vessels and wwd-paren- 

i chyrna together form the xylem of the stele. Weil nigh sur- 

I rounding this we see the wide openings of the sieve-tubes (r), 

and to these follow externally the cells of the bast-parenchyma, 
rich in protein contents. The periphery of the bast shows an 
interrupted layer of still narrower swollen protophloem elements 
' (pr). All these tissues are surrounded by a simple layer of starch- 

containing ceils (pp), the starch sheath, which is surrounded by 
the thin-walled but starch-free and corky endodermis (c), which, 
in the comparatively young state we are studying, shows the 
dark shadings on the radial walls. The cells of the starch sheath 
and of the endodermis coincide with one another, and have a 
common origin. They both arise through the tangential division 
of the innermost layer of the general ground-tissue, the so-called 
phloeoterma. The phloeotermatlc starch sheath here replaces the 
I pericycle. At the two edges of the xylem strand the sieve-tubes 

I are often wanting, so that wood-parenchyma and bast-paren- 

I chyma (or possibly even the protophloem or the starch sheath) are 

in direct contact. Not infrequently the section will have skirted 
the scalariformly-perforated partition wall of a vessel, which may 
then have the appearance shown on the figure at {sc^). The 
walls of the endodermic cells are very commonly torn in cutting, 
so that the stele is separated from the surrounded ground- tissue, 
'Die cells of the ground-tissue bordering on the endodermis are 
here and there strongly thickened, and then coloured yellow- 
broAvn.''.: ' 

The cross-section through the rhizome shows, under the deep- 
brown epidermis, a brown ana cutinised parenchymatous tissue 
(falsely-called “cortical sclerenchyma ”) which further towards the 
interior is colourless and full of starch. This starch-containing 
ground-tissue is traversed by the steles, and by reddish-brown 
sclerenchyma fibres. These latter form bands between, and run- 
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ning more- or less parallel to, the steles, which thus form an inner 
and an outer series. The outer steles are supported on their 
outer side, immediately adjoining the endodermis, by similar 
sclerenchyma fibres, which evidently have a mechanical function. 
In the interior of the leaf-stalk the relations are similar, exceptino- 
that here there is also a hypodermal ring of reddish-brown 
sclerenchyma fibres, which underlies the epidermis, and forms a 
true cortical sclerenchyma. 

The longitudmal sectio7i through the rhizome, or the leaf- 
stalk, shows most prominently the scalariform vessels. The end 
walls of these are sharply inclined, with ladder-like bordered pits, 
partially broken through. It is now easy to determine that on 
the side walls which separate two vessels the horizontally elon- 
gated pits are bordered on both sides, and that the closing 
membrane possesses a thickened torus, but on the wall of those 
vessels which adjoin a wood-parenchyma cell the border is only 
unilaterally developed (on the side towards the vessel), and that 
the closing membrane has no torus. The longitudinal section 
may also have cut through one or other of the spiral protoxylem 
elements, and the sieve-plates of the sieve-tubes may also, with 
very careful examination, be disclosed, being made more recog- 
nisable by numerous refractive granules. We can make the 
sieve-plates somewhat clearer with the aid of aniline blue, and 
determine that the terminal sieve-plates are very oblique, and divided 
by thickened bands into numerous sieve-areas. Besides these, the 
lateral walls of the tube also bear roundish sieve-pits. Near the 
sieve-tubes can be recognised the bast-parenchyma with abundant 
protoplasmic contents and nucleus ; in contact with the vessels, 
the starch-containing, comparatively short cells of the wood- 
parenchyma; while of much the same shape as these are the 
starch-containing cells of the peripheral starch sheath. The red- 
brown, long, pointed sclerenchyma fibres of the ground-tissue 
show delicate pits in their walls. 

Ste7n of Lycopodium. — A somewhat higher degree of com- 
plexity is shown by the axial stele of the species of Lycopodium 
(Club-mosses) ; but the structure will not appear so difficult 
after we have made a careful study of the stele of the Bern, 
In Lycopodium we have, in fact, a coalescence of a number of 
steles, each like that of the Bern, into a gamostele. Bor study 
we select Lycopodium complanatum ; but any other species will 
serve equally well, since in all species of Lycopodium the relations 
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hi uiir^srioH roeiir with unimportant deviations. Our task will 
be st)ns<‘\vh:it lij^hteaed by staining the croHS-tiection with aqueous 
s*elui,iou of safraniin and the accompanying sketch (Fig. 70) wiii 
give us sonn^. general information. In the cross-section of Lyco- 
coiNJ)lana- r? 

turn we lind most . e ^ 

externally the epi- . > •- 

dermis {ej}) ; tlien 

the cortex, the cells ’• t-' 

of which at first /] \\F\ b'T’ '''' Vw , 

have wide cavities, 

but farther towards 

the interior dimin- 

isii in width and 

increase in thick- \ / 

ness, and so form 
a firm scierenchy- y ^ 

matous sheath 

{re ) . Tlie outer cells ‘y- 

of this sheath have se 

stained more Fro. 70. —Cross-section through the stem of Lycopodium 






stained more Fro. 70.— Cross-section through the stem of Lycopodium 
4 ir » -vil ’itl fl A ejo, epidermis; 2 ?e, outer cortical zone; ri, 

cneriWieci Wlin tne nmer cortical zone ; ppy innermost cortical zone; sc, scal- 

safrauill * the inner tracheiVIes ; spf annular and spiral protoxylein ; v, 

strongly ’thickened 

cells more rose-red. The thickened elements of the cortex end 
suddenly, and there succeed two or three layers of polygonal cells, 
somewhat tangentially elongated, united uninterruptedly, and 
staining cherry-red (vi). These cells are cuticularised, and resist 
sulphuric acid well. Farther within follow several layers of 
similarly wide-cavitied isodiametric cells, often containing starch, 
with glistening, as it were swollen, walls (pp). With relatively 
sliort action these have not been stained, but with longer are 
orange-red. They form the innermost layer of the cortex. We 
now notice the xylem strands, beautifully stained cherry-red. 
They consist of broad scaiariform tracheides (sc), in lateral 
contact with one another, and, at the thin edges, of narrow 
protoxylem elements. True vessels with perforated end walls 
are not present in Lycopodmm, though, for the purpose of com- 
parison ^Yith other vascular plants, we may consider these xylem 
strands to be vascular. The flat xylem bands in Lycopodium 
complaiiatum run within the centi'al cylinder, and more or less 
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parallel to one another. On the one side they are somewhat 
concave, on the other proportionately convex ; and we can 
determine, if we take note of the natural position of the creeping 
stem upon the earth, that the bands appear parallel to the 
surface of the earth, and with the concave side always turned 
upwards. The small steles of the leaves, after they have entered 
into the central cylinder, join on to the edges of a xylem band, 
just as in the ferns. The xylem bands not infrequently anasto- 
mose, an example of which can be seen in the lower bands of the 
sketch (Fig. 70). In the erect stems of Lycopodium Selago the 
whole of the xylem bands are, in fact, combined into the form of 
a star. The xylem bands are surrounded by a single layer of 
thin- walled, narrow-cavitied cells, which, as in the ferns, we 
can designate wood-parenchyma cells. Midway between the 
bands formed by the wood lie cells with white, strongly refractive 
walls ; they have narrow cavities, but a median row is distin- 
guished by somewhat broader cavities. These form the bast ,* 
the larger elements in this latter are the sieve-tubes (v). In 
specially favourable cases of safranin staining, the walls of the 
sieve-tubes are rose-red, while the other elements of the bast 
remain colourless. At the edges of these bands of sieve- tubes 
the protophloem elements are distinguished by the narrowness 
of their cavities. At the inner limits of the cortex the central 
cylinder (gamostele) can be easily broken away in section-cutting. 

Longitudinal sections show us : most externally, the epidermi'S ; 
then, the broad cortical cells running obliquely towards it ; 
further, the sclerenchyma fibres of the outer cortical sheath; 
after this the inner cortical sheath of elongated parenchyma; 
the innermost cortical sheath with white, thicker walls, and end 
walls situated obliquely; the scalariform tracheides, and the 
narrow, in part very greatly stretched, annular and spiral ele- 
ments of the protoxylem ; finally, also, the elements of the bast. 
These last consist of very long cells, the end walls of which are 
more or less oblique. With the aid of aniline blue it is possible, 
though very difficult, to recognise the comparatively small, 
oblique sieve-plates. Only the broadest elements in the bast 
are sieve-tubes, the much more numerous narrow elements, 
filled with refractive granular contents, form the protein-con- 
taining bast-parenchyma. 

Stem of Bquisetum , — There are, however, also, Pteridophytes 
whose stem structure shows collatierally-constructed vascular 
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buiitlles, arranged aniinlariy in a central cylinder, as in Gymno- 
sperms and Dicotyledons. , This, is the case, with Equuetwm, 
i'/. ar (the common Horse- 
tail), can be obtained pretty well 
everywhere, and will be used 
therefore for a brief study of its 
essential structure. A cross- 
sectiun shows a hollowed stem, 
the hollow (m) formed iysigen- 
oiisiy, by the breaking down 
of tissues, and not infrequently 
containing water ; a ring of 
vascular bundles of very re- 
duced dimensions, each with 
an air-passage (cl ) ; surround- 
ing the ring is an endodermis 
(e); a thick cortex with larger 

air-passages {vl) alternating with the smaller ones of the vascular 
bundles ; the exterior of the stem showing alternating ridge 
and furrow, the ridges with strings of sclerenchyma fibres 5 (hj)) 
between which the chlorophyll - containing cortical tissue (ch) 
extends to the epidermis, and here stomata are found (st) ; while 
the median portion of each furrow also shows a sclerenchyma 
string {hp). The air-passages in the cortex underlie the furrows, 
and hence are called vallecular passages ,* those in the vascular 
bundle underlie the ridges, and hence are called carinal. 

Directing our attention more closely to the vascular bundles, 
we see that they are collaterally constructed; wood towards 
interior, bast towards exterior (Fig. 72 ). In the wood the water- 
containing carinal intercellular passage is very recognisable 
(cl ) ; it is surrounded by thin-walled xylem parenchyma, into 
the intercellular passage isolated rings project, derived from the 
stretciied and torn annular tracheides of the protoxylem | other 
much stretched vascular tracheides are close by them. The xylem, 
apart from these vestigial remains, is situated at the sides of the 
bast, and consists of a number of unstretched resistant vascular 
tracheides, thickened annnlarly and spirally. The bast shows no 
recognisable alternation of broad and narrow elements, but none 
the less consists here also of sieve-tubes and bast-parenchyma, 
these latter recognisable by their abundant contents, and perhaps 
recognisable nucleus. Externally are the narrow protophlo'^m 



Fra 71. — Cross-section through an inter- 
node of a barren shoot of Emisetwm arvense 
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elements. The vascular bundle is bounded externally by a 
starch-containing layer of cells {am) which is to be recognised 
as a pericycle. Within and laterally the bundle is clad with 
ground-tissue cells, devoid of intercellular spaces, though not 
otherwise specially marked. To the pericycle succeeds the 
endodermis {e) which therefore, like the pericycle, surrounds the 
entire ring of bundles. The endodermis is unilamellar, and as a 


rule shows clearly 
the dark shadings 
on the radial walls; 
sulphuric acid 
shows these up 
sharply as cutin- 
ised bands, while 
the rest of the 
tissue generally 
(except the rings, 
etc., of the xylem) 
are left colourless 
and gradually dis- 
solved. Outside 
the endodermis is 
a large-celled cor- 
tex, having large 
vallecular air- 
passages, on radii 

Fig. 72. — Part of a cross-section through the internode of alternating with 
a barren shoot of E. arvense, showing a vascular bundle and fu a h 
the surrounding tissue, a, isolated rings from vascular Dunciies. Ine 
tracheides ; a', crushed annular trachei’des, representing the surface of the stem 
protoxylem ; r, annular tracheides at the sides of the bast ; 

carinal air-passage ; vascular bundle sheath ; m, pith ; shows projecting 
am, starch sheath (pericycle) ; e, endodermis ; c, cortex ; vl, i 

portionofavallecularpissag^CxSO) ’ ndges, these ridges 

lie opposite the 

bundles, the epidermis being here devoid of stomata and pro- 
tected by strings of sclerenchyma fibres. Under these strings 
lies the chlorophyll-contaimng tissue, loose parenchyma, which 
extends on both sides of the string to the epidermis. Here, on 
the slopes of the ridges, are found the stomata, while the middle 
portion of the furrow has again an epidermis devoid of stomata, 
and with a sclerenchymatous hypoderma, though more feebly 
developed. 

The physiological relations of these tissues are easy to deter- 
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mme. , . Tiie stability of the slender stem is secured by the 
stereome, in the form of the chief seierenchyma strings, being 
removed as far as possible outwards into the ridges of the stern, 
while' they are aided by secondary ones wliich occupy the furrows, 
and not merely stiffen the epidermis here against buckling/’ but 
protect the underlying vallecular passages. The principal scler- 
eiich} ma strings cover the assimilating tissue, w^hich reaches the 
surface at the (mechanicaliy) most protected places, viz.^ on the 
flanks of the ridges. We have here, therefore, an admirable 
eomprotoise between the antagonistic needs of the assimilating 
and mechanical system ; the former of which should be near the 
surface, so as to expose its elements to light and air, while the 
latter to secure against flexure should be placed as peripherally 
as possible. The endodermis for its part makes the central 
cylinder air-tight against the air-containing tissue of the cortex ; 
the cuticularised bands on the radial walls particularly aiding this, 
and preventing the formation of intercellular spaces. 

Examination of the exterior of the stem shows that on succes- 
sive internodes the ridges alternate with one another ; hence the 
seierenchyma strings also change their position at the nodes, 
being connected together by branches. Considered, therefore, 
as a whole this external mechanical system of the stem con- 
stitutes a lattice-W'ork of vertical girders with very short tie-rods, 
and is primarily intended to resist flexure. 

The structure of the roots of Pteridophytes is, in essentials, 
like that of Phanerogams. The periphery of the central cylinder 
of the root agrees, however, with that of the fern stele which we 
have studied, in that it is covered by a double layer of Phloeo- 
teriiia, of which the inner layer constitutes the pericycle, and the 
outer, the endodermis. 

NOTE ON THE STELAE THEOBY. 

So lar as concerns the stems of the Vascular Cryptogams, Van Tieghem’a 
“ Stelar theory ” is now in the “ melting pot As a morphological generalisa- 
tion, however, it has great value; and I see no present reason for modifying the 
test of this chapter. What are called ** steles ” in the account of Pteris are 
by many again described under their pre-stelar name of “ concentric vascular 
bundles ”.-~[Ei>.] 
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CORK—LENTICELS— BARK. 

Pbincipaii Matebials Used. 

Normal twigs of Sambucus nigra (Elder), still green; also similar twigs 
becoming, and become, grey ; fresh, also in alcohol. 

Old twigs of Cytisus Laburnum; in alcohol. 

Fine bottle corks. 

Old twigs of Bibesrubrum (Red Currant) ; preferably fresh. 

Potato tuber ; fresh. 

Pbinoipal Ebagents Used. 

Concentrated solution of chlorophyll, freshly prepared — Solution of alkanet 
in 50 per cent, alcohol — Fuchsin — Absolute alcohol — Chlorzino iodine 
— Potash— Concentrated potash— Chlorate of potash and nitric acid. 

We have already, npon various objects, had the opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with the position and structure of cork,i but 
will once more turn our attention to this tissue, in order to study 
on the one hand the Lenticels, and on the other hand the struc- 
ture and reactions of the membrane of the cork cells. 

Cork of Sambucus. — Gross-sections through a twig, still green, 
of Sambucus nigra (the Elder) show us, around the broad large- 
celled pith the separate vascular bundles already connected into a 
ring by the action of the interfascicular cambium. The cambium 
ring has also already commenced its activity, and in the vascular 
bundles, as well as also between them, has formed secondary 
wood and secondary bast. The primary bast appears supported 

1 Many rapidly-growing stems of woody plants show the development of 
cork with remarkable beauty. Amongst the best are species of Hibiscus and 
Abutilon, very commonly cultivated hot-house perennials. Fresh or in alco- 
hol.— In Sambucus nigra it is necessary to avoid the stout succulent shoots 
which are often met with, and to select only the thin normal growths. — [Ed.] 



OOEK OF SAMBtJCTJS. 


183 


externally by sclerencbyma fibres. The -cortex is from, ten to 
lifteen cells thick. The projecting ridges of the stern show a 
strong hypodennal sheath of collenohyma, which in the furrows 
is reduced to a layer two or three cells thick, Dnd.er the stomata 
the collenchyma sheath is interrupted by the green cortical paren- 
cliymaj whic.h here extends to the' epidermis.-— ,In parts of the 
stem which have begun to appear grey on the surface the forma- 
tion of the cork layer commences, by tangential division of the 
outermost ' collenchyma, cells, immediately subtending the epi-' 
dermis. The inner of the sister cells thus produced again divides, 
and it is then the middle cell of the three radially-disposed cells, 
which further functions as a cork-cambium cell. It is easy to 
recognise, even after the periderm has become many layers thick 
(Fig. 73, Outermost in each radial row’^ lies the outer, while 
innermost lies the inner 
segment of the original 
collenchyma cell (el) ; the 
flattened cell bounding 
the Inner segment externally, 
is the cork cambium or 
pheliogen cell. At first the 
pheliogen gives rise only to 
cork cells on its outer side; 
soon, however, it begins, 
though comparatively but 
sparely, to cut off cells on 
its inner side also, which con- 
tain chlorophyll grains, and 
take part in the thickening of 
the cortex, which the growth 
in thickness of the stem has 
stretched. This secondary 
cortex, developed from the 
cork cambium, is known as 
the phellogenic cortex, or phelloderm* The whole of the pro- 
ducts of the activity of the cork cambium are collected together 
under the name periderm* 

Lenticds, — In fortunate cross-sections we can, moreover, 
determine that the formation of a continuous cork layer is pre- 
ceded by a peculiar process, which commences under the stomata. 
The primary cortical cells which surround the air-chamber com.- 



ph, pheliogen ; cl and d, outer and inner parts 
of the original collenchyma cell (x 240). 
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mence to divide, and the segments encroach laterally upon the 
neighbouring colienchyma cells. Soon is formed under the stoma 
a meniscus-like layer of cells in course of division (Fig. 74, y>Z), 
which produce externally colourless cells, which become rounded 
(Z), and internally cortical cells, or phelloderm (^cZ). The outer 
cells are distinguished as packing cells. They become brown, 
but not corky ; and moreover, as they increase in number, they 
soon cause such a pressure on the epidermis that this is torn into 
a fissure. In this way is produced the cortical pore, or lenticel, 
— If a twig is examined with the naked eye, the lenticel appears 
as a groove enclosed between two lip-like swellings ; the brown 
colour of the packing cells is easily noticeable. On younger 



parts of the stem the lenticels appear as oval, slightly projecting, 
spots. StiU younger stages are marked out by somewhat brighter 
colour; and the section must be taken through such places in 
order to show the earliest/ stages of development. — Not till after 
the splitting of the epidermis do divisions begin in the neigh- 
bouring colienchyma, w^hich result in the formation of the 
periderm. The packing cells of the lenticel separate from one 
another ; in proportion as the external cells undergo disorganisa- 
tion, they are replaced by the action of the cambium. The 
intercellular spaces of the packing cells are filled with air ; by 
means of them the inner tissue of the stem communicates with 
the surrounding atmosphere. They replace, therefore, stomata 
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in the older parts of plants, in which cork-formation has, begun ; 
to all intents and purposes they may be looked upon as cork- 
stomata. For the winter, somewhat more compact and resistant 
packing cells are formed. — Sambmus does not show in winter a 
specially formed closing layer of narrow cells lying close together ; 
while it is met with in many other plants, as also are inter- 
mediate layers, which, formed just like the closing layer, are from 
time to time interposed between the packing cells during the 
period of vegetation. The ceils of these closing and intermediate 
layers become corky, but have radial intercelliiiar spaces betw'een 
them, so that they do not bring about complete closure. In older 
parts of the stem of Bamhuciis the periderm has longitudinal 
clefts. These pass through the lenticels, without, however, 
injuring them. The lenticels persist even on quite old stems, 
’while the outer layers of periderm between them scale off. 

Simcture of the Cork Membrane.- — It is advisable to study the 
structure of the walls of cork cells in Cytisas Laburnum (the 
Laburnum), because here they are somewhat remarkably thick- 
ened. Cross-sections through the cortex of fairly old twigs show 
the periderm formed of cork cells of one kind only. These cork 
cells are arranged in regular radial rows. The youngest cork cells 
are colourless, older yellow, oldest yellow-brown. Those lying at 
the periphery appear tangentially stretched, often to the oblitera- 
tion of their cavity. x\li these cork cells are greatly thickened, 
especially on their outer side. We can readily distinguish in 
them, even without the aid of reagents, the delicate middle- 
lamella separating the ceils, a strong, distinctly laminate, sec- 
ondary thickening layer, and, within this latter, a tertiary 
thickening layer. Consequently each complete double wall 
separating two cell-cavities consists of five distinct layers: the 
middie-lamella, which here represents the primary cell- wall, and 
is lignified ; the two secondary thickening layers, which alone 
are corky ; and the two tertiary thickening layers, whicli often 
retain their cellulose character, but here, however, are slightly 
lignified. 

Chemistry of Cork. — If a section of Gytisiis Labimvmn be 
treated with a freshly-prepared solution of chlorophyll, as con- 
centrated as possible, allowing this to act on the section for 
some time in the dark, it will be seen that the corky mem- 
branes and the cuticle are coloured deep green, while the lignified 
membrane and the cellulose walls remain uncoloured. This 
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staining arises from the presence of fatty bodies in the corky 
and cuticularised membranes. The corky walls and the cuticle 
agree with oils in so far as to be stained after prolonged action 
(several hours or more) with a solution of alkanet in 50 per cent, 
alcohol, albeit not so strongly. Both these reactions enable 
us to distinguish between corky or cuticularised and lignified 
membranes, the ordinary relations of which with stains are much 
alike. If a section is stained in magenta (fuchsin), dissolved in 
50 per cent, alcohol, and then washed in absolute alcohol, after a 
short \vhile the colour is left only in corky and lignified mem- 
branes ; with longer washing it is left in the cutinised membranes 
only. 

With chlorzinc iodine the cork cells colour yellow to yellow- 
brown, the younger darker than the older. With potash the cork 
cells become yellow. The suberised layers of the cell-wall, as 
well as cuticle, are decomposed if they are warmed in concentrated 
potash. If heated in chlorate of potash and nitric acid (the macera- 
tion mixture) suberised membranes and cuticle give the Ceric acid 
reaction ; they form small balls, which melt at 30° or 40° C., and 
are soluble in boiling alcohol, ether, benzol, chloroform or dilute- 
potash. At ordinary temperatures suberised walls and cuticle 
energetically resist the action of concentrated chromic acid. Con- 
centrated sulphuric acid, also, remains without recognisable action. 
They are stained yellow or brown with chlorzinc iodine and also 
with potassium iodide iodine. Cork material, then, or suberin 
is a fatty body, which consists of glycerine-ester— and other com- 
pound esters, together with some infusible constituents which are 
insoluble in chloroform, and can be decomposed in potash. 

After prolonged action of dilute potash the cork layers can be 
stained with chlorzinc iodine ; but the coloration is not due to the 
presence of cellulose, but rather of phellonic acid. While cellulose 
is wanting in suberised walls, cuticularisation, on the other hand, 
is due to the supplementary deposit of cutin in cellulose-containing 
membranes. The cutin of the cuticle and cuticularised thickenings 
is very nearly allied to suberin, but is not identical with it. Thus 
phellonic acid which is always present in suberin is not so in cuticle ; 
and identity must not be assumed to go further than is proved by 
their common constituents. Cutin in general resists the action of 
potash more strongly than does suberin, 
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Bottle cork (o! Queram suher, the cork-oak,) consists of 
almost cubical, tliin-wailed, comparatively large cells; which 
gradually pass over into some^vhat more strongly thickened, 
iiaiter ceils, marking the limits of the year’s production ; to which 
the cubical cells again succeed. ■ Addition of potash solution 
colours the section yellow, above all the somewhat thicker- w^alled 
cells marking the year’s limits. Upon these it can now be deter- 
mined that here also each double wall consists of five' layers,, 
just as we found it in Gytkus. The reactions for suberin occur 
here even more beautifully than in Cytisus, especially the ceric 
acid reaction. 

Feriderm of Bihes* — Often from the phellogen are formed not 
only centrifugal cork cells, but also centripetal cortical cells, the 
so-called Phelloderm ] but usually in much smaller quantity. 
Earely does this phelloderm attain such a decided thickness as in 
the species of Bihes, If we prepare cross-sections through older 
twigs of the Eed Currant [Bihes ruhnim), we find under the 
thin-walled brown cork layer, first the phellogen, then a thick 
layer of flat chlorophyll-containing cortical cells. These latter 
also are arranged in radial rows, which coincide with those of the 
adjoining cork. In the inner part of the phelloderm the radial 
arrangement is lost, as a result of tensions acting subsequent to 
its formation. The innermost phelloderm cells adjoin the collen- 
chyma of the primary cortex. All the structures proceeding fx*om 
the phellogen are collected under the term periderm \ in Bihes, 
therefore, the periderm consists of cork (phellem) and cork- 
cortex (phelloderm). — Young twdgs show that in Bibes the origin 
of the phellogen is somewhat deep in the primary cortex. 

Origin and Function of Cork.— While in most cases the cork 
has origin in the cells immediately hypodermal, in not a few 
it originates in the epidermis itself, as, e.g., the Willows (Salu), 
and all species of the Pomeae, a section of Eosaceae ; or it may 
even have a pericyciic origin, as on thickening roots. Successive 
phellogenic layers may be produced, in the stems of dicotyledo- 
nous trees, in the cortex, and at various depths in the bast ; and 
the dead tissues external to the innermost layer of cork form the 
Bark. 

Cork is also the healing tissue of plants, in that by its means 
wound surfaces are closed. A phellogen arises in the living cell- 
tissue under the wound, by which the injured part is soon cut off 
with cork, The process can be readily followed, experimentally, 
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upon potato-tubers. We cut a piece from a sound tuber and 
preserve it in a moderately moist chamber. The cut surface soon 
takes a clear brown colour, and after a few weeks we can deter- 
mine that it is covered by a thin layer of cork. Similarly if a 
cut or scratch be made upon a young twig of most shrubs, or 
even upon some leaf-stalks {e.g., Hoya carnosa), the living cells 
under those which are wounded will divide tangentially and 
form a true cork layer. "Wound cork may be distinguished as 
imthologicaL'^ 

1 It seems probable that all cork has, philogeneticaiiy, a pathological 
origin.— [E d.] 


CHAPTEE XV. 


STRXJCTUBB OP FOLIAGE AND OF FLORAL LEAVES-™TEBHINA-. 

LIONS OP THE VASCULAR BUNDLES— FALL OF THE LEAF. 

PiiiNciPAii Materials Used. 

hei)u\es ot Ruia graveolens ; fresh; also in alcohol. Or, of Tlellebonis 7iigei\ 
SifHnga vulgaris^ or Eucalgptus globulus. 

Leaves of si/fmiiea ; fresh, or in alcohol. 

Siiiular leaves, grown in shade and in bright; sun, selected for compai'ison, 
and placed at once in alcohol. 

Petals of Verbascum nigrmn, or Papaver fresh ; or Silene mflata, 

Amlea indkaj Mhmihis luteus ; or standard of Laburnum ; fresh, or 
in alcohol. 

Leaves of JmjMtlens patviflora ; in absolute alcohol. 

Leaf'bases of JEsculus^ or other plant, prior to fall ; in alcohol. 

Principal Reagents Used. 

Turpentine and creosote (3 : 1), or Chloral hydrate in water (8 : 5) — Acetic 
methyl green. . . 

Leaf of Euta gmveole%$.—Bj the aid of a series of selected 
examples we will now endeavour to make ourselves acquainted 
with the structure of leaves. We will first deal with foliage 
leaves, and especially those kinds w^hieh exhibit the most pro- 
found differentiation in their inner structure. Our first exam^ffe 
shall be the garden Eue {Buta gmveoUns), ih.^ leaves of which 
also usually remain fresh during the winter. The leaves of tliis 
plant are bipinnate, the leaflets obovate. Held towards the light, 
these leaflets show bright spots ; these are the internal glandsy 
filled with etherlal oilj which are found in the inner tissue of the 
leaf, and to the oil contained in which the leaf owes its strong 
smell when bruised.^ We take in the first place surface views 

^ It is well, however, to bear in mind that such oil-glands, though present 
in very many kinds of leaves, are not a usual oonstituent of structure. — [En.] 
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of the epidermis by means of surface-sectmzs. These can be 
obtained by laying a leaflet flat over the index-finger of the left 
hand, and held down at its two extreme edges by the thumb and 
second finger ; or upon a piece of bottle cork one portion of the 
curved surface of which has been cut off to somewhat flatten it. 
We readily note that the upper side (Fig. 75, .4) has no, or at the 
most but few, stomata 5 while these, on the other hand, are 
numerous on the under side (B). Elongated stomatic pits, filled 
with air, lead up to the stomata. Above the glands, as can be 
determined upon either upper or under epidermis, lie usually four 
ceils (A, sc), which form the middle of a shallow depression. In 
thicker parts of the section, where the glands are not opened by 



Pia. 75. -Epidermis and underlying tissue of the leaf of Ruta graveolens. A, epi- 
dermis of the upper side ; sc. epidermal cells over an internal gland ; p, palisade cells ; 

epidermis of the under side ; s, spongy parenchyma. In A the intercellular spaces, 
filled with air, are shaded ; in B they are left clear (x 240). 

the razor, we can see in them a highly refractive yellow drop. 
With still deeper focussing we can determine that immediately under 
the epidermis of the upper side lies a green tissue of cells, which 
appear round in optical section (A, p). These cells are almost 
completely separated from one another laterally, and the inter- 
cellular spaces are filled with air. Below the under epidermis 
are situated cells, likewise green and rounded in optical section, 
but in much smaller number {B, 5 ). These cells, also, are sepa- 
rated by air-spaces, which, under the stomata, take the form of 
specially wide air-chambers— the respiratory, aerating or venti- 
lating chambers. 

After obtaining this general information as to the surface 
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structure, we proceed to cut mms-sections ; these we prepare, 
p'M‘pt?ndienIarly to the long axis of the leaflet, in the manner 
airt^ady used by as, .'r-k., by-' placing the leaflet, for the purpose 
of cutti!ig, between two pieces of 'elder-pith, or by packing a 
an 111 her of leaflets together for mutual support. The cross- 
section shows us, occupying the space between the upper and 
und(a* surface of the leaf, the mesophyll, or general internal 
tissue of the leaf. Proceeding from the upper towards the under 
side we see first the epidermis of the upper side (Fig. 76 , ep'), 
then a double or triple layer of parallel chlorophyii-coiitaining 
cells, elongated perpendicularly to the surface of the leaf, which 
we call the palisade cells or palisade layers. We have already 
proved by the surface-section that these cells are, laterally, more 
or less separated from one another ; on the other hand, the two 
successive layers are closely attached together by their ends. The 
elements of the second palisade layer (pV) are somewhat less 
numerous than those of the first ; and two of the outer palisade 
ceils often join on to one of the inner. To these twm palisade 
layers follows a loose tissue, tliat extends to the epidermis of the 
under side, and forms a network with wide meshes ; this tissue 
we call spongy parenchyma 5 it contains fewer chlorophyll 
grains than the palisade tissue. The ceils of the upper layer of 
spongy parenchyma (sp’) are closely attached to the inner palisade 
ceils, each one usually joining on to several of the latter cells. 
None of the palisade cells have their lower or inner ends 
free ; where this appears to be the case (as in some of the pali- 
sade cells in the figure), it is simply that the junction does not 
lie in the plane of the section. So also in the network of the 
spongy parenchyma, — the cells have no free ends ; all the ceils 
are connected together by their ends. The lowermost layer of 
spongy parenchyma (sp'") is elongated in the direction of the 
lower epidermis, and more or less perpendicuiarly to it; here, 
tiierefore, we have a kind of intermediate formation between 
spongy parenchyma and true palisade parenchyma. The .struc- 
ture of the leaf in respect of both epidermis and internal tissue 
is, therefore, manifestly dillerent upon upper and under side, and 
diflerentiated in such fashion that we may look upon it as 
dors! ventral j the upper side being considered the dorsal, the 
under the ventral side. Under the stomata (st) can be seen the 
air or respiratory chambers {a). Single cells in the spongy 
parenchyma contain cluster crystals of oxalate of lime (k). 
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These cells are devoid of chlorophyll, swollen into a barrel shape, 
and appear as if saspeiided. between the green cells. At the 
edges of the leaflets the outer sides of the ei^idermal cells are 
strongly thickened. The palisade layer becomes single at tiie 
edges, and passes over on the under side of the leaf into the layer 
of elongated spongy parenchyma {sp"y The vascular bundles 
lie in the spongy parenchyma; the largest, in the mid-rib of the 
leaflet, extend almost from the inner palisade layer to the lower- 
uiost layer of elongated spongy parenchyma. In the vascular 
bundles themselves, we recognise readily the darker-Iooking 
xyiem, of vascular trachei'des, and the brighter phloem. As the 
vascular bundle bends outwards from the stem, it follows as a 
matter of course that the xyiem portion is upwards, and the 
phloem downwards, in the leaf. The radial arrangement of the 
elements arises from the bilateral, though but temporary, activity 
of the cambium. Around the bundle is a sheath of parenchyma, 
the elements of which contain chlorophyll grains, and which join 
on to the surrounding cells of the spongy parenchyma. The 
relations of the smaller bundles, of which an example is shown 
in the tigure, are similar. Still smaller vascular bundles (as), 
which are reduced to a few vascular tracheides and bast elements, 
are also met with in the cross-section. These rernai)! to the last 
surrounded by a sheath of elongated parenchyma. The internal 
glands (.vc) impign upon the epidermis of the upper or under 
side. They are circular in outline, clothed by a la3^er of thin 
walled, more or less disorganised cells, indicating their lysigenous 
origin ; to which follows a layer of flat cells with granular con- 
tents, and fairly thick white walls. The surrounding chlorophyll- 
containing mesophyll joins on to these cells. The epidermal 
cells which lie over the gland are flatter than their neighbours. 
The volatile oil can be readily removed by alcohol, in which it is 
freely soluble. 

Petiole of But a. — Surface-sections taken at the base of the 
general petiole show the epidermis composed of cells elongated 
in the direction of length of the petiole, and interrupted alike 
on the upper and under surface by stomata. Oil glands are 
also present. Under the epidermis lies a layer of elongated, 
eollenchymatous ceils, and then follows the chlorophyll-con- 
taining tissue. In cross-section the epidermal ceils are seen 
to be more strongly thickened on their outer side ; then foilow^s 
the single layer of thickened collenchyma, absent only under the 
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stomata. The two or three layers of palisade-like, elongated, 
green cells are developed to much the same extent all round the 
stalk, but are looser on the under side. To these follow rounded 
cells, the outer green, the inner colourless, and becoming larger 
inwards. In this inner cylinder of colourless cells run the 
vascular bundles, the strongest in the vertical median plane, 
and nearer to the under side ; the others on either side of the 
large one, progressively diminishing in size, and each with its 
xylem portion turned towards the centre of the leaf -stalk. The 
larger of these vascular bundles are provided on their outer side 
with strings of sclerenchyma fibres. The activity of the cambium 
has also apparently lasted longer in these bundles, and it has 
formed inwardly secondary wood, and outwardly secondary, thin- 
W’alled bast. 

It is not yet practicable for the student to demonstrate the 
correlation of the vascular bundles of the phanerogamic leaf with 
those of the stem ; it is sufficient here to note that the former 
are articulated with the latter in divers ways ; that in passing 
out of the central cylinder or stele of the stem each foliar bundle 
is accompanied by some of the stelar ground-tissue, and may 
therefore be considered as a partial stele or schizosteie. The 
foliar bundle may therefore be looked upon as accompanied by 
a sheath of ground-tissue (conjunctive parenchyma), which de- 
creases, even as the bundle diminishes in size, with successive 
branching. Our descriptions have shown, however, that so long 
as it persists it is quite distinguishable from the mesophyll of the 
leaf ; so that the leaf consists of epidermis, mesophyll and resi- 
dues of the partial steles. In the ultimate veinlets the mesophyll 
itself forms the sheath of the partial stele. Traced down through 
the leaf-stalk the mesophyll joins on to the inner green cortex 
of the stem. In leaf, as in stem, therefore, the parenchyma may 
be considered as having two values, stelar (or conjunctive) and 
extra-steiar (or cortical). 

Substitute Leaves. — If Buta gramolens is not accessible, the 
leaves of the Christmas Eose {Helleborus niger), or of the Lilac 
{Syringa vulgaris) can be recommended for study. The Helle- 
borus leaves are available throughout the year, and are easy to 
cut. They show on the upper side a fairly typical palisade 
parenchyma of broad cells, and below it a loose spongy tissue. 
Syringa vulgaris shows a similar structure, but the leaves are 
more difficult to cut. Several narrow strips can be cut from a 
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leaf, all in the same direction, packed together, as already sug- 
gested, and cut between eider- or sundower-pith ; in which vray 
not only niore but thinner sections can be obtained. Another 
favourable leaf for cutting, owing to its comparative stiffness, 
is that of the Australian blue-gum tree (Eucalyptus glohidus), 
and this may, with advantage, replace Euta. It is provided with 
oil glands of a similar character, and the tufted arrangement 
of the palisade cells is exceedingly well marked. 

Leaf of Fagus sylvatica . — As a second object for study we 
select the leaf of the Beech, Fagus sylvatica. The delicate 
l( 3 xt>ure of the leaf makes a thin section in this case less easy 
to obtain, and it will be well to again place straight narrow 



strips of the leaf between the two pieces of elder-pith, or, to pack 
together several of such strips, and then place them between the 
pieces of pith. Stomata are found on the epidermis of the under 
side only. Adjoining the epidermis of the upper side (ep, Big. 77) 
in somewhat fan-like groups of cells, is a layer of elongated 
palisade cells (pi). These palisade cells are again more or less 
completely separated from one another by intercellular spaces. 
At their lower ends they bend together into bunches, and to each 
bunch is joined one or several funnel-shaped, broadened cells of 
the spongy parenchyma (sp'). These latter are connected with 
the elongated cells of the spongy parenchyma into a loose net- 
work, which extends to the epidermis of the under side (ep''). 
Single cells, devoid of chlorophyll, but with a cluster-crystal 
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(k'), are interposed in the spongy parenchyma. The chief veins 
and the lateral veins of the first order, project strongly from the 
under surface of the leaf in the form of ribs. This projecting 
part is about as thick again as the other parts of the leaf. The 
vascular bundle traverses the projecting rib. This latter is 
covered with elongated epidermal ceils, to which follow elongated 
collenchymatous cells. To these adjoin ceils, each of which 
contains a simple crystal ; and then follows a miiltilameliar 
sheath of sclerenchyma fibres, which envelops the whole bundle. 
On the upper side, the palisade layer is interrupted in a narrow 
strip over the vascular bundle, and is replaced by collenchyma, 
above \vhich is a narrow strip of elongated epidermal cells {cf. 
Fig. at ep'”). A layer of chlorophyll- containing cells surrounds 
the sclerenchyma sheath of the vascular bundle, and the cells of 
the spongy parenchyma join on to these. 

Mechanics of the Leaf . — The ribs represent the mechanical 
system of the leaves, which must be made firm against flexure. 
The ribs may again be, as far as their mechanical development is 
concerned, likened to girders. The girders are arranged sym- 
metrically with regard to the surface of the leaf, the plane of the 
girder being perpendicular to this surface. The upper side of the 
leaf is '' stayed’’ especially against traction, the under side against 
compression. The girders in this case are arranged, in each rib 
in the form of an I, the vascular bundle forming the filling 
The mechanical capacity of the under part of the girder, con- 
structed against compression, is heightened by its removal as 
deeply as possible out beyond the under surface of the leaf into 
the projecting rib. By means of the veins the leaf -blade is tightly 
expanded, and attains thereby the firmness necessary to protect 
it from tearing. 

Smaller vascular bundles, like that of the figure (77), are only 
protected on the upper and under side by a few sclerenchyma 
fibres. The ultimate bsanchlets of the veins are devoid of scleren- 
chymatous cover, and are invested directly by the sheath of 
parenchyma. The smaller vascular bundles are accompanied 
on wood and bast ' sides by crystallogenous cells {k). Above 
and below them the epidermal cells are somewhat elongated, 
and form shallow, depressed streaks. From the epidermal cells 
upon the veins arise long hairs, like sclerenchyma fibres, which 
are, however^ for the most part exfoliated in fully-developed 
leaves. 
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Effect.^ of InHolatkm.,--It.cmx be . deterinined without difiiculiy 
ihai ilih* Iriives of the Beech iiaye grown especially ihiclc iii 
siumy jdaces, and are so much the thinner in proporiion to 
shade. Tins increase in thickoessV as microscopical investigation 
siujws, affects tiie palisade parenchyma, which can become 
very considerably elongated and multilameiiar. The palisade 
paresiclivnia is indeed a tissue specially adapted for strong light- 
inttmsity, while the sp(3ngy pai*enchyraa is suited for feebler 
iiglit. In the palisade cells we see the . chlorophyll grains 
oidy in prolile, i.c., distributed over the elongated side-wails, 
and therefore, in proportion to the intensity of the iilumiiia- 
tion, only projecting more or less slightly into the cavity of 
the ceiL In the spongy parenchyma, on the other hand, the 
ehloroph\ii grains, according to intensity of illumination, show 
either surface <u- prolile arrangement, Le., lie parallel to or perpen- 
dicular to the upper surface of the leaf. The chlorophyll grains 
in the palisade layer are lirst aliected by the sun's rays ; while 
the spongy parenchyma only receives light already weakened 
by ul^sorption in the palisade cells. This disadvantage is partially 
compensated for by the surface distribution possible in the 
spongy parenchyma. If, however, the intensity of the illumina- 
tion is too great for the spongy parenchyma, its chlorophyll 
grains assume the aiTangeinent in profile. In Beech leaves 
which are developed in the most intense sunlight, almost the 
whole green tissue is formed of palisade parenchyma ; while the 
leaves, somewhere about a third their thickness, which have grown 
in deep shade, have hardly anything but spongy pareiichyma. 

Physiological A^iatomy of I/ea/.— -We will introduce a few 
nr} ore physiological conceptions into these morphological studies, 
and test their accuracy by means of microscopical structure. 

In certain coloured chromatophores, and, so far as the more 
highly -organised plants are concerned, exclusively in the green 
(dilurophyii bodies, the assimilation of carbonic acid takes place ; 
that is, these coloured piastids alone are capable, in light of 
sufficient iiifceusity, of decomposing carbonic acid gas and wafer, 
and out of them forming compounds rich in carbon. This 
process takes place to by far the largest extent in the palisade 
cells ; and from a physiological point of view these cells can be 
described as, in the highest degree, the assimilating or nourish- 
ing cells* The palisade cells are, as we have already seen, more 
or less completely separated from one another laterally, and come 
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together internaliy into tufts. The products of assimilation, 
therefore, are not passed laterally from cell to cell, but rather 
make their way into the interior of the leaf. Here the tufts 
of palisade cells join on to cells of the spongy parenchyma, which 
often, at the point of junction, are broadened into funnel form 
(sp'. Mgs. 76 and 77), and their function may therefore be that of 
receiving or collecting cells. The spongy parenchyma cells 
which succeed these (sp", Mgs. 76 and 77) may, from the same 
point of view, be designated conducting cells. The spongy 
parenchyma further contains air-cavities, which are in communi- 
cation with the air-chambers of the stomata ; it is, therefore 
also a ventilating or aerating tissue. It is also a transpira- 
tion tissue, since from the surface of its cells specially copious 
evaporation takes place into the intercellular spaces. Lastly, 
the collecting and conducting tissue also is, by reason of its 
chlorophyll contents, an assimilating tissue. The spongy paren- 
chyma joins on to the parenchyma sheath of the vascular bundle, 
to which they ultimately lead the assimilated materials, which are 
partially conducted in the parenchyma sheath itself, partly in the 
bast portion of the vascular bundle ; hence these last together 
represent the conducting strings or conducting bundles. The 
vascular bundles are, however, at the same time conducting 
strings for water, which flows in the xylem, from which it is given 
off to the surrounding tissue, and is also collected in the epider- 
mis, which, in part, functions as a water reservoir. It is the 
aggregate of this conducting tissue of the parenchyma sheath 
around the vascular bundle in the form of nerve, or vein-paren- 
chyma, i which, together with the strongly thickened “ mechanical ” 
ceUs, promoting firmness, forms the tissue of the projecting ribs 
of the leaf. The vein-parenchyma is continued into the ground- 
tissue of the leaf-stalk, which, as we have seen in Buta, is mainly 
composed of conducting (to or fro) and mechanical elements. 
In tlie petiole assimilating cells play only a subordinate part. 


‘ItwiU be seen that three terms, viz., rib, vein and nerve, are used 
almost indiscriminately by botanical terminologists to represent the same 
thing. The term rib is correct so far as it refers to the mechanical nature of 
the parts in question, acting just as do the ribs of an umbrella. The term 
vein is correct so far as it refers to the conducting (water and food) function 
of the vascular bundles contained in them. How far the term iierve may be 
looked upon as correct in its implication must be left to the future to solve • 
but, under any circumstances, it must be considered far inferior in appro’ 
priateness to either of the other two*-— [Ed.] 
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Siri/cmre of a Petal, mid Vascular Bundle Ends . — We will 
now make ourselves acquainted with the inner structure of a 
p(u-al, and avail ourselves of the favourable opportunity to learn in 
it the course and endings of the vascular bundles. The petals 
of the common Mullein, Verhascum nigrimi, readily permit us to 
follow the branching of the bundles, and their endings, and to 
obtain also an insight into the structure of a delicate petal. The 
air which clings to the bright yellow petal can be easily removed 
by tapping on the cover-glass. Alcohol should not be used, as it 
makes the structures indistinct. The petal viewed in water shows 
a delicate epidermis on the upper and under side, and from two to 
four layers of spongy parenchyma. Only two layers are found at 
the edge, from whence the thickness of the petal increases till it 
attains four layers. The strongest vascular bundles, as well as 
the finest branches (reduced to spiral tracheides only), are invested 
by a layer of elongated thin- walled parenchyma. This paren- 
chyma sheath closes together over the ends of the bundles. In 
the cells composing it protoplasmic streaming can be seen. The 
strongly-branched cells of the spongy parenchyma join on to the 
elements of this parenchyma sheath. Especially instructive is 
the view of the endings of the vascular bundles, which show a 
radiating connection of the cells of the spongy parenchyma with 
the sheath. 

The petals of the common Poppy, Papaver Bhceas, can also be 
studied without further preparation, after the air has been re- 
moved by tapping on the cover-glass. Besides the upper and 
under epidermis, there is here present only one layer of spongy 
parenchyma. The ends of the vascular bundles are never free ; 
they join, on the contrary, into connected arches at the edges of 
the leaf. In their entire course they are surrounded by a unila- 
mellar parenchyma sheath. To this the cells of the spongy 
parenchyma join on from both sides. 

The petals of the Bladder Campion, Silene inflata, preserved 
in alcohol, are remarkably transparent. The vascular bundles 
here liardly form any network ; they fork to only a small extent, 
but the vascular bundle endings can be readily studied. Very 
good for this purpose are alcohol material of the standard of the 
[lower of Laburnum, and the corolla of Azalea indica. The 
corolla of Mhmdus luteus is also exceptionally good. Warming 
in glycerine usually enhances transparency. 

Vascular Bundle Endings in Foliage Leaves . — These can be 
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well stutlied in most eases of leaves in which the texture is 
ueither leathery nor succulent. We will select for the purpose a 
lialsain ImpaHens pcv>-viflora^ a not uncommon weed of large 
..-irdens in many parts of the country. For general information 
hesh material, when available, will serve ; for more careful study 
of the bundle endings material hardened and decolorised in absolute 
alcohol is preferable ; and suitable sized pieces then laid in a mix- 
ture of three parts turpentine and one part creosote, or in a mixture 
of creosote and alcohol, or in pure carbolic acid, or, and this is 
best of all, in a solution of eight parts chloral hydrate in five parts 
water. The leaf soon becomes so transparent that we can obtain 
any desired optical section of it.— We lay the piece of leaf with 
the under side uppermost, and see first the epidermis, of very 
sinuous cells and with stomata ; then a very wide meshed spongy 
parenchyma ; then the palisade cells, round in optical section ; 
then the epidermis of the upper side, like that of the under, but 
devoid of stomata. The palisade layer is very rich in chlorophyll 

grains, decolorised by the alcohol, 

X while the spongy parenchyma con- 

tains but few. Here and there 
in the spongy parenchyma are 
found long spindle-shaped cells, 
each filled with a highly refractive 
mass of slime, in which a bundle 
of raphides lies. In young leaves 
^ these can be seen in course of de- 

velopment. — The leaf is traversed 
by a mid-rib, from which proceed 
stronger and weaker lateral veins. 
^ The mid-rib ends at the leaf-apex ; 

the stronger lateral veins of the 
first order proceed to the edge of 
the leaf, and there join on in 
arches to the next higher. From 
Fw. 78 .— Ending of a vascular bun- the lateral veins of t].ie first order 
die in luipatiensparvifiora (x 240), pj.Qceed lateral veins of the second 

order, and these proceed to successive degrees of branching. The 
higher the degree of branching the thinner the vein, which ulti- 

^The transverse section of the petiole of this leaf shows a remarkable 
gutter-like “starch sheath,” which can be followed into every branching 
vein.— [E d.] 
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iiiately, becomes so small as even -to possess only one a!imil:ir 
vascular traeheicie. These thin veiniets lie In the sprm.av p.nri-iu 
cliyiiia, they anastomose with one another into a line m:iw»irlv, 
and ultimately end blind within the meshes. \Ye can determim* 
that, almost to the last, the vascular tracheide is accompanied bv 
sae-iike elements of the bast; only very short lateral ‘Hwigs” con- 
sist of vascular tracheides alone. Up to the last the bundle also 
remains clothed by a single la^^er of mesophyll cells, elongated in 
the direction of the vein, and devoid of intercellular spaces. This 
parencliyma sheath also closes over the end of the vascular bundle, 
quite gapless. It belongs to the mesophyll, and corresponds witli the 
innermost cortical layer in the stem. Up to the last, the tissue 
of the central cylinder of the stem, which is represented in the 
leaf by the vascular bundle and the sclerenchyma sheath whicii 
usually accompanies it, and the tissue of the primary (rortex, 
which constitutes the mesophyll of the leaf, are separated from 
one another. 

Leaf-fall , — The fall of foliage leaves in autumn results from 
the interposition of a separating layer, or what we may call an 
absciss layer, which is formed earlier or later during the period 
of vegetation, and wdiich cuts across the articulation of the leaf- 
stalk. A periderm is also usually formed, by which the scar is 
closed. We will examine the processes a little more closely in 
jEsmlm Hippocastamm (the Horse-Chestnut), during the fall of 
the leaf ; and as alcohol material serves just as well as fresh, we 
can be independent of the time of the year. The absciss layer, 
as -well as the cork layer, lie in the position wdiich is clearly 
visible externally as the boundary between the brown tissue of 
the cortex and the green tissue of the leaf- stalk ; upwards this 
boundary strikes the angle which the leaf-stalk forms with the 
hud in its axis. We cut off the leaf-stalk, with the surrounding 
]iarts of the cortex, from the twig, and halve it in a median line. 
We take now a number of delicate longitudmal sectmis with the 
razor, taking care that some of them also cut through a vascular 
bundle. In such longitudinal sections, prepared from fresh 
material, and examined in water, the cork layer is at once 
observable, even with a low powder, as a clear brownish streak, 
between the deeper brown cells of the cortex, and those of the 
leaf-stalk. In alcohol material the cell- wails of the cortex and of 
the leaf-stalk are colourless. The cork layer is clearly reddish- 
browm, especially on the cortical side. It consists of six or eight 
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layers of ceils, and joins on to the periderm of the twig with its 
margins. Its phellogen lies on the side towards the stem. This 
cork layer is traversed by the vascular bundles of the leaf. 
Separated by some layers of cells from this periderm, and on the 
leaf-stalk side of it, the absciss layer, only a few cell-rows thick, 
passes amongst the roundish cells of the leaf-stalk, recognisable 
by its yellow coloui’, the newly-intercalated dividing walls, and 
the more copious contents of its cells, which likewise contain 
small starch grains. It is first formed shortly before the fall of 
the leaf (while the periderm w^as already present much earlier), 
and is continued through the living elements of the vascular 
bundle. Elsewhere, the cells of the leaf-stalk are almost com- 
pletely emptied of reserve food-materials; they contain, as treat- 
ment with iodine shows, mere traces of starch. In the same way 
starch is wanting, alike in leaf and cortex, within the vascular 
bundle, although in the cortex it is very abundantly represented 
in the vicinity of the bundle. The thin- walled elements of the 
bundle are, on the other hand, filled with highly refractive 
masses, which give fat and tannin reactions. 

If fresh sections are examined in water, this latter very quickly 
shows blue fluorescence, from the aesculin which comes out of 
the stem. Numerous cells of the leaf-stalk contain clusters of 
crystals, or a single crystal, of oxalate of lime. Preparations 
treated with acetic methyl-green show in the cells of the leaf-stalk 
remains of the cytoplasmic sac, nucleus and chlorophyll grains. 
The yellow grains, into which the chlorophyll bodies break up, 
give to the leaves their autumn tint. 

The fall of the leaf takes place within the absciss layer — the 
cells of which become rounded, and so disunited ; the vascular 
bundle is torn through in the corresponding part. The leaf- scar 
is covered by the roundish parenchymatous cells, which lie 
between the absciss layer and the cork layer, and therefore at 
first appears greenish. . . These cells become brown, and dry up 
quickly in air. At the same time the vessels become filled with 
brown masses of wound-muciiage, which has come from the 
neighbouring cells into the cavities of the vessels, and plugs them 
up. Soon the formation of periderm begins in the living ele- 
ments of the vascular bundle of the scar, only the vessels and 
sieve-tubes being excluded in the process, and this periderm joins 
on to that already present, so that the scar is quickly cut off by 
a complete periderm layer, which continues to develop just as 
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does the ordinary periderm. Between the cell-rows of this, the 
fattened and attenuated ends of the vessels can later on be still 
recognised. The dead ends of the vascular bundles project, to 
the number usually of 5 or 7, out of the shield-like leaf-scar. 

The Bastard Acacia (Bohinia Pseud-Acacia) serves admirably 
for the purpose of this study, the processes in which are essentially 
the same in most Dicotyledons, Gymnosperms, and even in many 
Monocotyledons. The exact sequence of events, and the time of 
initiation, however, vary materially. In Ferns, on the other 
hand, the leaf-scar merely dries. 

If strong leaves oi Gy mnocladm canadensis, or of Ailanthiis 
glandulosa are laid in a damp, dark chamber, the former in about 
forty-eight hours, the latter in four days, lose their leaflets on the 
slightest touch. Longitudinal sections through the leaf base 
shows that an absciss layer has been formed. Such an absciss 
layer commences its formation also at the base of the common 
leaf-stalk at about the sixth or seventh day; Under these condi- 
tions, however, a periderm is not formed under the absciss layer. 
Fraxinus excelsior (the Ash) Juglans regia (the Walnut) can 
also be used in this experiment. The end leaflet of Juglans is not 
exfoliated. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


THE GEO WING APBX^ OF THE STEM— DIFFEEBNTIATION OF 
THE TISSUES— COURSE OF THE VASCULAR BUNDLES. 

Pbincipal Mateeials Used. 

Buds of Hippuris vulgaris ; fresh, or in alcohol ; or Elodea canadensis ; or 
Myriaphyllum. 

Buds of Euonymus japonic'us ; or of the Ash tree, Fraxmus excelsior ; pre- 
ferably in alcohol. 

Buds of Eguisetum arvense ; fresh, or in alcohol. 

Principal Reagents Used, 

Eau-de-Javelle ; or concentrated potash and strong acetic acid — Concen- 
trated acetate of potash. 

It will now be our task, by means of carefully- chosen examples, 
to become acquainted with the structure of the growing apex of 
plants, and the differentiation of the tissues which takes place 
there ; and, incidentally, to learn something about the route of the 
vascular bundles through the plant. 

Growing Ajpex of Hippuris. — As the ffrst example we choose a 
Phanerogam, with a very strongly-developed and easily-prepared 
“growing point/’ viz,, Hippuris vulgaris {the Mare’s tail). We 
take a strong shoot, cut off' the end bud about inch under the 
apex, and first remove from it all the larger leaves. We then 
hold the bud with the apex downwards, fiat between the thumb 
and index-finger, and endeavour to obtain a median longitudinal 
section of it. For this purpose the razor is passed as perpen- 
dicularly as possible between the two digits. First the bud is 

1 Variously known by the terms “ growing point,” punctum vegetationis,’’ 
and “ vegetative cone I adopt the term growing apex ” as at once correct, 
and a suitable complement to the expression “ apical growth,” in so general 
use.~-[ED.] 
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thus halved. Each half is cut up subsequently in the same way. 
Then the section which appears most nearly median is chosen, 

, and in case it does not yet appear thin enough, it is again halved, 

and so on until a sufficiently thin section is obtained. The 
operation will at first, perhaps, not be successful, yet in general 
it presents no insuperable difficulty, and can, at any rate, be 
attempted ; or, instead of between the fingers, we can place the 
bud between two fiat pieces of elder-pith, and draw the razor 
between these, though in this case the correct cutting of the 
object is left more to accident. Objects which, like the foregoing, 
have a certain thickness and firmness, can be also clamped 
between the ends of two pieces of elder-pith, and cut horizontally, 
together with the pith, as has been done in earlier cases.^ From 
the sections thus prepared in one way or another we select one 
sufficiently median for examination ; we can recognise it by the 
slender, regularly-formed, growing apex, upon which are formed 
the leaves in whorls or circles of many members, so that w^e see 
them at a short distance from the apex as separate protuberances 
rising symmetrically from the flanks of the vegetative cone. 

The Preparation Microscope . — As in the preparation of the 
sections fragments of other leaf rudiments which have been 
cut will frequently obscure the view of the apex, it will be w^ell 
to clear these away before commencing our study. This can 

^ My own method is as follows : Gut the bud by as near as possible a 
median cut into two halves ; place the halves in water or alcohol, as the case 
may be. Examine the cut surfaces, and judge by the regularity of the shape 
which one includes the actual growing apex, or, if it be a large apex, the most 
central parts of it. Select this half ; stick a needle in a holder through it, 
well outside the median line, at right-angles to the length of the half, so that 
the cut surface of the half shall he in a plane parallel with the plane of the 
needle, and, when upwards, shall have the actual apex to the right hand, 
or, at least, that side towards which you draw the razor- blade in cutting. 
With the left hand grasp the needle-holder between thumb and other fingers, 
but extending the index-finger straight out, and flat, so that the curved side 
of the half-bud lies on and across the finger, and about a third or half an 
inch from its end. If the needle be lightly pressed upon the finger, the flesh 
will yield a little, and the object will sink in and be held somewhat firmly, 
while at the same time the raised part of the finger beyond the object Will 
serve as a good support for the blade of the razor. Holding the razor-blade 
as flat as possible, take section after section, quite cleanly, until you con- 
sider that you have fully passed the central portion of the bud. If in doubt 
as to which half -bud contains the actual apex, both halves can be treated in 
the same way. The proper central section must then be selected under a 
low power. More than one section may be suitable.— [E d.] 
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be done with the aid of a simple or preparation microscope—a 
very useful adjunct to the compound microscope^ especially in the 
preparation of permanent slides. We figure three such simple 
microscopes, but their number is legion, and form as various as 
that of the compound microscope itself. An exceedingly simple 
dissecting stand by Leitz is illustrated in Fig. 79. It has a milk- 
glass plate as background for the micro-preparation, and an arm 
to carry lenses. The stand alone costs five marks (shillings). 
Various lenses can be obtained, ranging from one magnifying 8 
diameters and having a working distance of 1 inch, to one magnify- 
ing 40 diameters and with a working distance of -Jvinch, at ten 
marks each. Fig. 80 represents a very simple dissecting micro- 
scope by Zeiss, over the stage {ot) of which is placed a lens [d). 



Fig. 79. — Simple dissecting stand by Leitz. 

borne on a horizontal arm. The horizontal arm is fixed to a 
steel upright which can be moved up and down inside a tube. 
By this movement the coarse adjustment is brought about. The 
fine adjustment is effected on the other hand by turning the screw 
(sr). The instrument is screwed into a dissecting foot, the high 
ends of which (p) serves as resting places for the hands in the 
processes of preparation or dissection. The instrument is pro- 
vided with two, or with three lenses, magnifying 15, 30 and 60 
diameters, and it is an advantage also to have lenses magnifying 
five and ten fold. 

The larger dissecting microscope of Zeiss (old form) has also a 
system of lenses (Z,,Fig. 81), consisting of three achromatic lenses 
which can be combined into an objective (oZ?), a tube^ and an 
achromatic eye-piece. In order to work with slighter magnifica- 
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tion, the objective can be used alone as a lens, the eye-piece, 
together with the tube, being unscrewed. The three lenses of the 
objective can also be unscrewed from one another, and the upper 
lens alone can be used, the two upper, or the three simultaneously. 
Magnification of 10, 20 and 30 diameters can be thus obtained. 
The adjustment is completed by turning the screw head (sr). 



80. — Sinali dissecting iincroscope or Zeiss, oil foot, two-tliirds natural size. 
ot, stage ; d, lens, sheathing toothed support for lens-arm ; sr, screw for fine adjust- 
ment ; s, mirror ; wooden supports for hands in dissecting, etc. 


On both sides of the stage {ot) wings (ji) are fixed, to serve 
as hand supports in dissection.^ 


^Many excellent simple microscopes exist suitable for dissection and 
other purposes, and some are referred to in the Introduction. Essentially 
each consists of a pillar suspending a mirror, the stage, and an arm to carry 
the lenses, this arm being movable, preferably by rackwork. It is also of 
the utmost value that the wrists should be supported to steady the hands in 
their movements, but this can be effected by loose blocks of wood, etc. An 
instrument satisfying the requirements of even more than a beginner ought 
not to cost more than about 30s. 

Many simple dissections and other manipulations can however he per- 
fectly well performed by placing the micro-slide, etc., on a suitable back- 
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The light from the mirror of a simple microscope is often too 
strong for convenient observation, and it may be an advantage to 
cover the mirror with a piece of highly-glazed white paper. 






Fig. 81.— Large dissecting microscope (Zeiss), half natural size, ot, stage ; p, wings 
as arm rests ; 5r, screw-head for adjustment ; I, system of lenses, of which oh is the 
objective, oc, the eye-piece. Upon the stage is an object-slide fixed with the clips. 

ground, such as a white or black tile, and fixing in the eye a watchmaker’s 
glass. These can be obtained in cork frames, very light and easy to grasp 
with the facial muscles ; or a good lens may be supported upon a stick set 
into a weighted foot. 

An excellent method of dissection or of manipulation, provided one does 
not wish to magnify to more than a .limited extent, is to have a pair of 
spectacle frames made, with round hoops, into which can be inserted two of 
the watchmaker’s glasses with aluminium, cork, horn or wood frames. 
These can be made with lenses of different strengths, and, with a very little 
practice, perform yeoman’s service.— -[E d.] 
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In order to prepare or to dissect with the compound micro- 
scope itself, what is called an “erecting eye-piece'’ can be 
used in the place of the ordinary eye-piece of the microscope. 
This “erecting” eye -piece reverses the image of the object; and 
as, in a compound microscope, the image is normally upside 
down, it is thus rectified. It is, however, quite possible, though 
to a beginner very difficult, to dissect, etc., with the ordinary 
compound microscope. With practice one comes to realise that 
every movement is reversed, and to govern the movements 
accordingly. The low powers can then be freely used for dis- 
section and preparation. In dissection, etc., with the compound 
microscope it is of advantage to have two blocks of wood of 
suitable size, which can be placed on either side of the stage, and 
will serve to support the hands. 

Whatever instrument is used the method is the same. Place 
the preparation, uncovered, on the stage of the microscope, and 
after proper adjustment of the mirror, and focussing, take in each 
hand a needle fixed in a holder (see Introduction), steady the 
hands on the rests, bring the points of the needles into the 
optical axis of the instrument, and endeavour to see both simul- 
taneously in the field of view ’of the microscope. This will soon 
be successfully accomplished, and then by means of a few experi- 
mental attempts one can learn how to make the necessary slight 
movements with the needles. 

Let us now* clean our preparation in this way, and then 
proceed with its examination. The leaves of Hippuris grow in 
whorls of many members ; under the youngest whorl but one 
the nodes of the stem begin to be marked as horizontal denser 
plates (diaphragms) of tissue, above and below which, in the 
cortex of the stem, proceed the air~passages. These air-passages, 
which extend from one nodal diaphragm to the other, become 
larger in proportion as the stem enlarges. The internodes 
elongate very rapidly and symmetrically, and in the same pro- 
portion their thickness also increases. Under somewhere about 
the fourth youngest leaf-whorl the formation of vascular tracheides 
in the stem begins. These are very beautifully seen after the 
addition of a little potash. These tracheides traverse the long 
axis of the stem ; they appertain to a vascular bundle which 
grows acropetally, and ends above with individual annular trache- 
ides. In about the tenth to the twelfth- node the vascular 
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tracheides which appertain to the leaves are first visible. These 
join those of the stem-bundle. In Hijypuris, therefore, we have 
a single central vascular bundle, belonging to the stem only, and 
therefore a “ cauline ” bundle, with which are articulated the vas- 
cular bundles appertaining to the leaves — the ^Vfoliar” bundles. 
In the axils of the leaves, at a short distance from the apex, 
small fiat protuberances begin to be raised, which are the com- 
mencement of fan-like scales, each borne upon a short stalk-cell. 
Only in specimens in course of flower-production do we here meet 
with the commencing formation of axillary buds ; vegetative 
branching in Hippuris is rare. 

In order to become better acquainted with the structure of the 
^'rowing apex, w^e select a good TUBd^o/fi/ scctioTZf and 

treat it with Eau de Javelle (potassium hypochlorite). Gas 



bubbles soon begin to escape from the preparation. The action 
must last a shorter or longer time according to circumstances. 
The most beautiful results are obtained with sections of alcohol 
material. The Eaii de Javelle dissolves out the plasmic cell- 
contents, while the cell-walls stand out sharply ; the sequence of 
cells is then easy to follow. As soon as the necessary degree of 
transparency is attained, the preparation must be washed with 
water. If the section has become too transparent, it can be 
partially restored by treatment with a solution of alum, or with 
alcohol. If grains of lime, which are separated out, should 
cling to the preparation, dilute acetic acid should be allowed to 
run in, in order to remove them. The washed preparation can 
be preserved in glycerine, but must be first laid in very dilute 
glycerine, and this concentrated slowly in air. In some cases 
the pre^ration is improved by slight staining of the walls with 
vesuvin, Bismarck brown, or safranin.— In other cases, as in 
this, Eau de Javelle can be used when it is desired to dissolve 
the cell-contents, and make the cell-walls distinct. Gutinised 
cell-walls, after some time, are attacked by Eau de Javelle, If 
the cells are very rich in reserve oily materials, or if the structures 
contain starch in quantity, the sections must lie for a long time, 
sometimes for days, in the reagent. If Eau de Javelle is not at 
our disposal, then treat the section with concentrated potash 
solution, wash this out, and lay it in concentrated acetic acid. 
After some time we examine it either in acetic acid or in acetate 
of potash. It is an advantage not to place the section direct 
upon the object-slide, but to lay it upon a cover-glass placed 
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upon this, and to cover it with a second cover-glass. We can 
then, if needed, turn over the section together with the cover- 
glasses, and so examine it on both sides; we must, however, 
take care that no fluid gets between the under cover-glass and 
the object-slide. For use in this way we can get thin perforated 
object-slides, upon which latter the lower cover-glass can first of 
all be cemented, and thus the whole slide can be inverted. 


With pretty strong magnification, we settle, in the first place 
(compare Fig. 82 ), that there 
is a thoronghly definite ar- 
rangement of the cells in the 
‘‘meristem” of the growing 
apex. There are cap-like layers 
of cells, the separating walls 
of which form a series of 
confocal parabolae. The outer- 
most layer of cells, which 
covers the growing apex and 
also extends as a simple cell- 
layer over the leaf protuber- 
ances, is the initial layer of 
the epidermis — the Derma- pi 

tOfifen ( d). Under this lie four — Longitudinal section tlirougli the 

^ . j T 1 growing apex of Hippuris vulgaris, der- 

or more undinerentiated layers matogen ; pr, periblem ; pU plerome ; /, 

of cefls (meristem layers), the leaves (x 240). 

which appertain to the Periblem (^r), and from which the primary 
cortex of the stem proceeds. Lastly, we find a central cylinder, 
which tapers conically upwards, ending with usually one cell, and 
out of which, as can be demonstrated lower down in the section, 
the central cylinder of the stem is formed. This tissue we desig- 
nate the Plerome i^l). Epidermis, primary cortex, and central 
cylinder, have, therefore, in Hippuris their own special histo- 
gens ” or histogenic layers. 

Not, however, in all growing apices of Phanerogams is the 
separation of the ^'histogens” so sharply marked as in this case. 
In many Gymnosperms (Abietineae, Cycads) a clear separation 
between dermatogen and periblem does not exist, and often the 
periblem is not clearly defined from the plerome. In Angio- 
sperms the dermatogen is always clearly defined, but a clear 
limit between periblem and plerome is often not present. The 
question is not therefore in general one of a differentiation of the 
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tissues whieh may be traced into the roeristem of the growing 
apex, but rather of the mechanical arrangement of the ceil- walls, 
which give to the young tissues the necessary firmness. Very 
clearly marked in this arrangement are the rectangular relations 
of the anticlinal walls, i.e,, those running perpendicularly to the 
surface of the apex, with the periclinal, i,e.y those parallel to that 
surface. We can, however, retain the terms dermatogen, peri- 
blem and plerome, because the arrangement of the layers of cells 
which we see in Hippuris frequently recurs in the growing apex 
of Phanerogams, and these terms can therefore be conveniently 
used for denoting definite regions of the growing apex. From the 
dermatogen, in fact, amongst Angiosperms, if we exclude the 
very few exceptions, only the epidermis is derived. The vascular 
system is, however, not always traceable in its origin to the 
plerome, but often to the periblem also, as must clearly be the 
case with cortical leaf-bundles. In the earliest rudiments of 
leaves we see first, in the outermost layer of the periblem, peri- 
clinal divisions set up (at /), then follow- anticlinal. The der- 
matogen in the protuberances remains unilamellar ; it divides 
only by anticlinal walls. In the same way in the development 
of buds, periclinal and anticlinal divisions take place in the outer 
layer, but in the dermatogen anticlinal only. The vascular 
bundles which pass out into the flowers and buds must there- 
fore necessarily traverse the periblem. 

Substitutes for Hippuris, — Instead of Hippuris vulgaris we 
can use Elodea canadensis ^ which has a very similar, though 
longer and more slender growing point, which, with great care, 
can be actually dissected out with needles under the low power of 
the microscope. Owing to its great length it projects far beyond 
the rudiments of its young leaves — the leaves which envelop 
it in the form of a loose bud arising from some distance below 
the growing apex itself. Species of Myriophyllum will also serve. 

Bud of Euonymus japonicus, — We will now study a flat- , 
growing apex, such as occurs in most Phanerogams, As an 
example, we may take Euonymus japonicus (the Japanese Spindle 
tree), cultivated as an ornamental shrub in many gardens, which 
can be examined at any time of the year, and the buds of which 
cut very well. We first prepare cross-sections, in order to obtain 
a surface view of the growing apex ; and treat the sections just as 
we did with Hippuris, With a low power we recognise the 
growing -apex as a flat hump, surrounded by the youngest leaf- 
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protuberances. These stand in two-membered, alteraating whorlSj 
and are therefore decussate, or ‘‘ opposite decussate," as we are 
wont to say. Every new pair of leaves starts, after considerable 
enlargement of the growing apex, in the gaps between the pre- 
ceding pair of leaves (Eig. 83 A). With suitable magnification, it 



Fig. 83. — Apex of the stem of JS'iwnyTtius japonicus. A, apical view of the same 
(x 12). B, apical view of the growing point (x 240). O, median longitudinal 
section through the apex of the stem (x 28). /), median longitudinal section 

through the growing apex (x 240); d, dermatogeii ; pr, periblem ; pi, plerome ; 
/, leaf-protuberance ; ff, bud-protuberance ; pf, leaf-traces ; pc, procambiuin 
ring; '?/?,, pith ; c, cortex. 

is here easy to follow the arrangement of cells at the apex, as is 
represented in Fig. 83 B» Cross-sections taken close under the 
apex show us first the differentiation of the procambium, which 
will form the vascular bundles. This appears in the section in 
the form of a rhombic figure, with somewhat projecting and 
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:o-unded angles. This rhombic figure appears elongated alter- 
nate!; in the direction of the newly-entering leaf-traces. The 
procambiiim consists of thin-walled, narrow, radially-arranged 
cells. At the angles of the figure the formation of the elements 
of the vascular bundles commences ; protophloem elements on 
the outer, protoxylem on the inner, side of the procambial zone. 
These regions of commencing differentiation of the elements of 
the vascular bundles are not delimited towards the rest of the 
procambium tissue. The procambium zone opens at the places 
where the foliar bundles enter, in order to admit them. In the 
axil of each of the young leaves we can see the rudiments of an 
axillary bud. 

A median longitudinal section, with a very low power, shows 
the structure of Fig. 83 0. The flat-growing apex, the leaf- 
rudiments, successively increasing in size, the axiUary buds (r/), 
the differentiation of the pith (m), the procambium zone {^c), 
the vascular bundles, common to leaf and stem (the so-called 
leaf-traces) (p/), and the primary cortex (c), are to be seen at a 
glance. Pith and cortex contain large quantities of cluster- 
crystals of oxalate of lime. — In fresh sections examined in water 
the pith and cortex appear greenish, while the procambium zone 
appears bright. — In order to follow the arrangement of the cells 
at the growing apex, we again use clearing reagents. Outer- 
most on the growing apex we find the unilamellar dermatogen 
(Fig. 83, D, d ) ; under that three sheath of layers, which we have 
to designate as periblem (pr) ; and then the massive central 
cylinder of tissue, the plerome (^Z), which is not everywhere 
sharply defined towards the periblem. The growing apex ap- 
pears very contracted between the two leaf-protuberances last 
originated; this is its usual appearance. On the other hand 
you have often to cut for a long time and many buds before you 
obtain a section which passes through the first leaf-rudiments. 
If you are successful in this, the form presented is that of Fig. 
83 D. The growing apex appears then much broader, and the 
histogens (or histogenic layers) can be better traced in it. 
The formation of the leaves is initiated by periclinai divisions 
in the Uoo outermost layers of periblem (at/); the dermatogen 
remains unilamellar. Exactly the same kind of divisions as for 
the leaf-rudiments take place in the axils of the third youngest 
pair of leaves, for the formation of axillary buds ] they likewise 
are initiated by periclinai divisions in the hypodermal layers of 
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cells, the dermatogen dividing only anticlinally, but clearly giving 
rise to epidermis only, while it is equally easy to see that the 
cortex arises from the periblem. 

In place of Eitonymus we can use developing shoots of most 
other trees or shrubs which have decussate leaves. The Ash, 
Fraxinus excelsior, serves admirably. 


Growing Apex of Equisetum. — We will now study by means 
of one of the Vascular Cryptogams a case in which, instead of 
an apical meristem, as above, growth takes place by means of an 
apical cell, from which segments are cut off, to the subsequent 
division and differentiation of which all the tissues owe their 
origin. We will select as the most favourable object Equisekmi 
arvense, the common horse-tail of cultivated fields. It is compara- 
tively easy in this case to bring the apical cell into view. A 
preliminary view of the nature of the apical ceU, and its relations 
with the segments cut off from it, may be obtained by a cross- 
section which includes the apical cell itself. This is seen in Fig. 
84 A, The apical cell has an equilateral triangular base, its sides 
being somewhat convex, since the three angles 
tend to be right angles, in accordance with 
the general rule that a wall, when first formed, 
tends to form right angles with the walls 
which it intersects. Parallel with its side- 
walls are formed new dividing-walls, which cut 
off flat segments successively from the sides 
of the apical cell in regular spiral sequence. 

Each segment subsequently undergoes division 
by walls at right angles to that first formed. 

(Fig. 84 A), 

For further purposes, shoots in course of 
development can be studied either fresh or 
preserved in alcohol. We remove from the 
apex of the stem a piece about ^ inch long, or 
rather more, and cut it between the fingers, 
with the apex downwards, or by the needle 
method already described. Amongst the longi- 
tudinal sections produced we look for one which shows the conical 
growing apex intact. In order to obtain an insight into the arrange- 
ment of the cells of this apex, it is. usually necessary to make them 
more transparent. This may once more be effected with Eau de 




Fig. 84. — A , Apical 
view of the growing apex 
of Equisetum arvense; 
B, optical cross-section 
of the same, focussed 
under the apical cell. 
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JaveMe, or else by the use of a little potash. Should this latter 
aot too strongly, and have cleared'’ the growing apex, until its 
cell-walls become unrecognisable, we can remedy the evil by a 
suitable addition of water. In fresh sections we must avoid the 
use of any water-withdrawing medium, as otherwise the growing 
apex will collapse. Sections of alcohol material can, on the other 
hand, be laid in glycerine direct, but not after they have been 
previously placed in water. Sections treated with Eau da Javelle 
cannot be placed at once into concentrated glycerine, but must be 



Fig. 85.— Longitudinal section through the growing apex of a main vegetative shoot 
of Hquisetum arvense ; t, apical cell ; S', youngest, S", next older segment ; p, primary 
wall ; m, segmenting wall ; pr, later periclinal ; a, later anticlinal walls ; f, first ; f' 
second,/^', third whorls of leaves ; g, initial cell of an axillary bud (x 240). 

placed in very dilute glycerine, which is allowed to concentrate by 
standing in the air. Sections made transparent with potash can 
be neutralised with acetic acid, and preserved in acetate of potash. 
As it is of special importance to be able in this case to view the 
section alternately from its two sides, we lay it, as we did in the 
case of Hippuris, between two cover-glasses. 

If the growing apex is cut in the proper direction, it presents 
its apical cell (a three-sided pyramid upon a convex base), in the 
form of an obtuse wedge, the apex of which is sunk in the tissue 
of the Rowing point, and its base is arched free towards the 
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exterior. This apical cell divides by means of segmental avails, 
which are parallel to the existing side-walls of the pyramid, follow 
one another in spiral sequence, and form segments arranged in 
three vertical rows. These segments (S) are shown in profile in 
our Figure 85. They 
further divide up in 
dei&nite fashion, and so 
gradually construct the 
body of the plant. At 
some distance from the 
apical cell, a bank is 
raised upon the grow- 
ing apex, which grows 
at its edge with wedge- 
shaped initial cells 
Certain parts of this 
edge, later on, get in 
advance in their de- 
velopment, and form 
the free leaf - apices 
(“ teeth ”) of what is, 
lower down, a connate 
whorl of leaves lea,f- 
sheath”). The farther 
removed from the 
apical cell, so much the 
greater are the young 
leaf-whorls ; simultane- 
ously the differentia- 
tion of the inner tissue 
of the stem progresses, 
especially the separa- 
tion into denser, small- 
celled, thin nodes, and 
less dense, elongated- 
ceiled, long internodes 
(Fig. 86). First the larger-celled pith begins to separate out in 
the middle of the stem. In the fifth internode, counted .from 
above (in the figure), the first annular tracheides become visible 
in the procambiun strings, at the outer limits of the pith, and can 
be traced from here into the next higher commencement of a 



Fig. 8(5. — Median longitudinal section tlirougli a 
main vegetative shoot of J£gui$ehm arvense;pv, grow- 
ing apex of the main axis ; (/, initial for a bud ; g\ g", 
g"*, g”", stages in the development of such a bud ; r, 
t', the origin of a root on the bud ; m, differentiation 
of the primary pith ; vs, spiral vessels making their 
appearance ; n, differentiation of the nodal diaphragms 
(X 26 ). 
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leaf-whorl. Each individual vascular bundle is here common to 
stem and leaf, and is therefore designated as leaf-trace. In each 
internode just so many vascular bundles run outwards, as leaves 
are represented in the leaf- whorl. The leaf-traces, lying at first 
separated from one another, are, in about the node underlying the 
seventh internode from the apex, connected by side branches, 
whereby a complete vascular system is formed. Approximately 
in the tenth internode the pith begins to become hollow, through 
the breaking apart of its cells. In the node, on the other hand, 
the pith cells undergo a corresponding augmentation, and remain 
in union. The lateral buds are initiated by single cells in the 
axils of the leaf-whorl (leaf-sheath). They stand in whorls, and, 
as examination of the mature condition shows, alternate in posi- 
tion with the free leaf-teeth of its leaf-sheath, the tissue of which 
they finally break through at the base, in order to come outside. 



CHAPTBB XVII. 


GROWING APEX OE ROOTS. 

Principal Materials Used. 

Roots of any ; fresh, or in alcohol. 

Roots of Barley, or other grass, grown in a pot ; fresh. 

Roots of Thuja occidentalism or other Conifer; fresh. 

Roots of Pteris creticam or other Pern, grown in a pot ; fresh. 

Principal Eeagbnts Used. 

Chloral hydrate in water (8 : 6) — Eau-de-Javelle. 

It is desirable to now become acquainted with the Growing Apex 
of Boots (the Root-tip). We begin with Angiosperms, which 
elongate by means of an apical meristem. 

Boot of Lemna . — A general impression can be obtained by 
means of some species of Duckweed {Lemnaf Into a drop of 
water upon an object-slide we place the slender thread-like 
pendant aquatic root of some selected species of Lemna^ and 
examine it wdth a low power. The root-apex is seen to be covered 
by an extinguisher-like sheath, somewhat pointed at its forward 
end. This is the comparatively strongly developed root-cap. — A 
good insight into the structure of the root can be obtained if 
a fresh root is examined in a drop of solution of chloral hydrate, 
prepared from eight parts chloral hydrate and five parts distilled 
water. After some time the root will have become so transparent 
that we can even study its optical section with a higher power. 
In some cases alcohol material of Lemna, examined in chloral 
hydrate, performs good service. The extinguisher-like root-cap is 
only attached to the extreme end of the body of the root ; the 
residue forms a quite free sheath, in the space between which 
and the root itself, green algai can often be seen in the fresh 

( 219 ) 
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material. In the growing apex the stratified arrangement of the 
cell layers can be followed, much as in the stem-apex of Hipptiris, 

The root-cap of Lemna is not exfoliated, and does not need 

therefore to be renewed from the interior, a condition which is 
also shown by numerous other free swimming aquatic plants. In 
land plants, on the other hand, the root-cap undergoes continuous 
destruction on its outer side, and must therefore be renewed from 
the interior. 

Boot-apex of Barley . — The structure of the root-apex can be 
studied with comparative ease in the Grasses (Gramineas), and 
they are fairly typical. They provide us, it is true, with only one 
of the possible types of root-growth present amongst Phanerogams, 
but still one widely spread and instructive, and therefore very 
suited to give us an insight into the processes in question. In 
order to obtain favourable material, we choose plants removed 
with care from fiower-pots. If we turn the flower-pot upside 
down so that the whole contents come out bodily, a result often 
assisted by jerking the flower-pot slightly down on its rim, the 
root-apices will be usually found free on the exterior of the ball of 
earth. For careful study we will select the common Barley, 
Eordeum vulgare, and in order to get general information, first 
prepare a cross-section through an older part of the root. In the 
middle of the central vascular cylinder or stele, we find a large 
duct or vessel, and in its periphery about eight xylem rays alter- 
nating with the same number of strings of bast. As, however, is 
usual in grasses, the xylem rays extend quite to the endodermis, 
and therefore interrupt the pericycle. In the endodermis can be 
seen clearly the cuticularised strips on the radial walls, showing 
as dark shadings ; outside it comes the thick primary cortex. 

The longitudinal section of the root-apex we prepare between 
the thumb and forefinger. This can be done well on fresh inaterial 
only. The section must be sufficiently median ; then the struc- 
ture is plain enough,, even without the use of reagents, though 
here also Bau de Javelle can be used with advantage (c/. page 210 
in the previous chapter). Most prominently can be seen that the 
body of the root is sharply delimited from the root-cap. We can, 
in fact, follow, a line which is prolonged from the outer surface of 
the epidermis, continuing over the apex, between the body of 
the root and the root-cap (Fig. 87). Nevertheless the dermatogen, 
as such, does not pass over the apex, but it can rather be said that 
the dermatogen {d) and the periblem {b) of the apex come together 
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in common initial cells, or histogens. In our figure only two 
such common initial cells are present, but there may be seTOval. 
The dermatogen, as such, can be traced up to these initials; 
and the periblem also, only one cell thick, impinges upon them'. 



Fig. 87.— Median longitudinal section through the root-apex of Hwdewm mlgare. 
A, calyptrogen ; c, thickened outer wall of the epidermis ; d, dermatogen ; pr, peri- 
blem ; pi, plerome ; en, endodermis ; i, intercellular passage filled with air ; «, row 
of cells which will form the central duct ; r, disorganised cells of the root-cap (x ISO). 

The plerome under this common dermatogen-periblem cap, ends 
in its own initial cells. Outside the line which separates the root- 
body from the root-cap are the initial cells for the root-cap, form- 
ing a layer of flattened cells which may be designated the calyp- 
trogen {hy The cells which are given off outwardly from the 
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calypt-rogen are, in virtu.} of their origin, arranged in straight 
rows ; at first thin, they soon increase in height. At the apex 
of the root-cap they become rounded ; finally separate from one 
another and become disorganised (r). It is a peculiarity of the 
Gramineae that their dermatogen becomes strongly thickened on 
the outer side (c). This thickened outer wall is glistening, swells 
strongly, and appears so much the thicker the longer the section 
lies in water. At the lateral limits of the cells we see highly 
refractive striae pass more or less deeply into this thickened outer 
wall. These are the primary radial walls of the cells ; and the 
older they are, the more deeply they always penetrate into the 
thickened wall. This w^all shows distinct lamination. The peribiem 
has rapidly increased the number of its layers by means of peri- 
clinal divisions. Between its inner cell layers small intercellular 
(interstitial) passages filled with air very soon appear, as is repre- 
sented in our figure by dark lines {e,g, at i). The peribiem forms 
the cortex, the innermost layer of which constitutes the endo- 
dermis. The plerome ends conically in a group of initials ; two 
such initials can be seen in the longitudinal section which we have 
figured. The plerome forms the central cylinder, or stele. The 
differentiation of the large central duct or vessel in this central 
cylinder can be traced up to the group of initials. The cells from 
which this duct will be constructed are distinguished by their 
greater breadth (a). 

Boot-apex of Gymnosperms, — The roots of Gymnosperms 
show, in many respects, a peculiar organisation in the meristem 
of their growing apex. We will study more closely Thuja occi- 
dentalis. The cross-section through a fully-developed root re- 
sembles that of the root of Taxus haccata (the Yew), excepting 
that the roots of Thuja are usually tetrarch, i.e,, have four 
primary ligneous rays, or bundles. The median longitudinal 
section through the apex of the root can be examined first in 
water, and then after treatment with Eau de Javelle. It shows 
a sharply- defined plerome cylinder, which terminates in a few 
initial cells, and is surrounded by a covering of peribiem, some 
twelve to fourteen cell layers thick. This latter passes over the 
apex, and forms there its terminal initial layers of eight to* 
ten inner rows of cells, while the outer rows pass over into 
irregularly arranged, comparatively large cells. These large 
cells extend to the apex of the root-cap, where they ultimately 
pass out of union, and become disorganised. The root-cap of 
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Thuja, and of Gymnosperms generally, consists of the outer layers 
of th i periblem ; derinatogen and calyptrogen are wanting. The 
initial layers of the periblem, passing over the apex of the 
pierome, divide by periclinal and anticlinal walls. The periclinal 
divisions increase the number of layers of the periblem, and 
replace from the interior the elements which are exfoliated from 
the periphery. The anticlinal walls increase the number of cells 
in the individual layers, and provide chiefly for the formation 
of the cortex. As the anticlinal walls in successive layers corres- 
pond pretty regularly with one another, they form anticlinal rows 
of cells, which, straight in the interior, separate from one another 
externally, like the component rays of spray which collectively 
constitute the jet issuing from a fountain, forming therefore a 
constantly-extending series of co-axial parabolas. The periclinal 
divisions in the initial layers of the apex have as result that the 
cell-rows of the cortex, when these are followed towards the 
point, appear constantly doubled. The most median, straight, 
anticlinal rows of cells in the periblem of the root-apex are dis- 
tinguishable from their neighbours. They form a “periblemic 
column” (Periblemsaule), which is lost in the outermost, brown 
elements of the root-cap. This column appears clearer, its cells 
immediately adjoin one another, while those bordering laterally 
form air-containing intercellular spaces. Moreover, the cells of 
the column are distinguished by especial richness in starch. — 
As results from the foregoing relations, the root of Thuja can 
possess no epidermis, the outer surface of the root being com- 
posed of the, for the time being, outermost layer of the periblem. 
If such a layer is followed in the direction of the apex, we shall 
soon see it pass under another, which now for a time constitutes 
the surface. The outermost living layers of cells are protected at 
their surface by the collapsed walls (become brown) of the dis- 
organised layers of ceUs. The roots of the Gymnosperms have, 
in general, no root-hairs \ we search for such in vain in Thuja 
occidentalism 

The adjoining figure, 88, gives, with low magnification, the 
structure of a longitudinal section, and will help us to understand 
it. Naturally, with such a low magnification, the arrangement of 
the cells can only be indicated. Passing from the exterior 
towards the interior, we see, therefore, the brown, collapsed 
covering of cells {x ) ; then the periblem (pr), which can be traced 
over the apex of the root, and whose outermost layers form the 
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root-cap ; lastly, the plerome (pi), the termination of which is 
not quite clear with a low power. We are inclined to imagine 
that the upper part of the plerome is 
bulkier than it really is, because the inner- 
most layers of the periblem, bordering on 
the plerome, are devoid of intercellular 
spaces, and therefore (as is shown in the 
figure) appear just as clear as the plerome 
cylinder. In the oldest parts of the section 
the plerome cylinder appears surrounded 
by a layer of red cells, which, as comparison 
with the cross-section shows, indicates the 
endodermis filled with red cell-sap. As we 
approach the apex these endodermic cells 
become unrecognisable. Vascular trach- 
eides (s) also appear in the older parts of 
the plerome cylinder. The bright-looking 
column (c) traverses the apex of the perib- 
lem. Upon this impinge laterally the air- 
containing periblemic layers, which extend, 
however, completely neither to the plerome 
nor to the surface of the root. The last 

sectioii through is composed of -large brown cells. 

apex of Thuja occidentalism Branching of BootS, — The roots of Con- 
ic, outer brown layer ot dis- _ V . , T 

organised cells; periblem; ifersB Will serve to make US acquainted with 

t'siSlZs'ei] ®pSiSic tile method of branching of roots in general, 
column ; k, root-cap (x 26 ). the examination of the roots of Thuja 
occidentalism it will strike us that they bear their lateral roots in 
four or in three vertical rows. We readily prove by cross-sections 
that three rows of lateral roots indicate a triarch, i.e.^ with three 
xylem rays, four rows a tetrarch, central cylinder. If v?e now 
prepare a cross-section through a root at the place of insertion of a 
lateral root, we shall see that the lateral root projects from one of 
the xylem rays. Its point of origin, indeed, is in the perieycle, 
opposite to a protoxylem group, and as the xylem rays run in 
straight lines in the central cylinder, the arrangement of lateral 
roots in straight rows is at once accounted for. 

Apical Cell of Pteris . — We will now study one more type of 
root, in which the growing apex elongates by means of an apical 
cell. This apical cell is always a trilateral pyramid, and the 
co-ordination of the segments formed from it is constant. We 
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study the root of Ft&ris cretica (Fig. 89), but can equally \vell 
choose any other species of Fern. By turning upside down a 
flower-pot in which the fern is growing we easily obtain un- 
injured root-apices. The roots of Pteris cretica, as of ferns 
generally, are diarch ; with the xylem portions alternate flat- 
tened strands of bast ; the pericycle is unilamellar, the endoder- 
mis flattened, the primary cortex has become brown, and in its 



ihner part strongly thickened. — We now endeavour to obtain, 
between thumb and forefinger, a thin, median longitudinal 
section of the root- apex. It is not very difficult to bring into 
view the apical cell, which is covered by the tissue of the root- 
cap. This apical cell {t, Fig. 89) has, as in the stem of Equisetum, 
the form of a three-sided pyramid, whose convex base is turned 
towards the cap, while the apex, formed by the junction of the 




226 


XVII. THE ROOT APEX. 


three side-walls, is sunk in the body of the root. The divisions, 
as in the stem of Equisetum, take place successively parallel 
to the side-walls, and, therefore, as it were, in spiral sequence ; 
besides these, however, from time to time, usually after each 
series of three lateral segmentations, a wall parallel to the convex 
base is formed (compare the figure, at h). The apical cell retains 
its form throughout its divisions ; the cell cut off from the base 
has, however, approximately the form of a segment of a sphere. 
This cell {k) is an initial cell of the root-cap, giving rise to one of 
the layers constituting it. It divides first by a wall perpendicular 
to its base into two halves ; each half repeats this division, so 
that four approximately similar cells are formed. In these the 
division is repeated, and always by walls at right angles to the 
original base, so that an older layer of the cap {k”) consists of a 
lar”e number of cells. The cells of the older cap layers are full 
of starch grains. They are gradually disorganised, while the 
apical cell cuts off continually new initial cells. The outer walls 
of the, for the time being, outermost cells of the cap, are strongly 
thickened. The cells which are cut off parallel to the side-walls 
undergo quite regular segmentation, so that the internal tissues 
of the root originate from them in very definite fashion. Soon 
a similar separation of histogens is effected to that present in the 
root-apex of a phanerogamic root, and gives us the impression as 
if the apical cell formed only a hiatus in the sheathing of the 
histogens. The basal ceU cut off from the apical cell, giving rise 
gradually to the root-cap, may conceivably be looked upon as 
equivalent to the dermatogen ; from which point of view the root- 
cap as a whole is all that represents the epidermis in the root of 
the fern, and the outer layer, the ostensible epidermis, would be 
the outermost layer of the cortex, just as the endodermis is its 
innermost layer. — If in the development of the root we leave out 
of consideration the root-cap, and the processes which give rise 
to it, we find processes of growth which in all essential points 
resemble those existing in the growing apex of a stem. The 
apical cell of roots, also, does not vary in form as that of a stem 
does. 

If the student finds difficulty in cutting sections of such a thin 
structure as a root-apex, he may have recourse to the assistance 
of embedding, and cutting with a simple microtome such as is 
described in Chapter XVI. In the last chapter of this book will 
be described a more complex microtome, by means of which 
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a series of very thin sections can, after suitable preparation of the 
material, be readily taken. 

Comparison of Stem and Boot, — Transition , — A comparative 
study of the origin of the tissues in the growing apices of stem and 
root shows resemblance in general plan combined with change in 
structural detail, especially in respect of the vascular cylinder in 
the two cases. But as stem and root are continuous, and their 
tissues also continuous, it follows that somewhere or other there 
is transition from one to the other. In this transition there is at 
any rate a twisting of each xyiem strand upon its axis, so that the 
protoxylem is external instead of internal, and a separation of it 
from its associated bast; but there may also be various grades of 
branching of the respective xyiem and phloem bundles, so as to 
increase their number in passing from root to stem ; and sometimes 
branches from adjoining phloem bundles may come together in 
intermediately placed pairs, which coalesce, and thus leave the 
number unchanged though the positions have altered. The char- 
acter of the epidermis, also, is changed, the exodermis is differen- 
tiated, the endodermis becomes more pronounced, and the pith is 
reduced in quantity. Ail these changes take place quite gradually, 
by no means simultaneously, and to very varying extents in 
different groups of plants. The relations of the two vascular 
bundle systems to one another show that the central cylinder 
of roots is not a simple vascular bundle, but that a vascular 
bundle complex is enclosed in it ; but the comparison further 
shows that the central cylinder of the root corresponds as a 
whole with the central cylinder of the stem,— a correspondence 
to which attention was first specifically drawn by Van Tieghem, 
and which furnished the basis for his “ stelar theory/' to which 
attention has more than once been drawn. In both cases the 
central cylinder is bounded externally by a pericycle, which, how- 
ever, is, as a rule, much more sharply delimited in roots than in 
stems, and was thence recognised at a much earlier date under 
the name of ‘‘ pericambium The tissue of the pericycle is 
especially capable of new developments, and in it various tissues 
and new roructures have their origin. As in roots the cortex is 
delimited towards the central cylinder by the endodermis, so in 
stems it is very commonly cut off by a starch- sheath. In some 
stem parts this delimiting layer has quite the character of a root- 
endodermis ; but it may be entirely wanting, so that the limits of 
the pericycle towards the cortex are no longer capable of ana- 
tomical definition. 
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VEGETATIVE STRUCTURE OE THE BRYOPHYTA. 

Principal Materials Used. 

Plants of Mniuyn, or Bryunt; fresh, or dried, herbarium material, properly 
softened, will do. 

Plants of Sphagnum acutifolium, or other species ; fresh, or dried plants, 
properly softened. 

Mmxhantia polymorpha, or other species ; fresh. 

Principal Ebagents Used. 

Glycerine-gum—Sulphurio acid. 

Stem of Hitherto we have studied only the structure 

of the stem, root and leaf in Vascular Plants 5 we turn now to the 
stem and leaves of Mosses, from which vessels are absent. We 
commence with a case in vrhich the differentiation of tissues 
appears already somewhat advanced ; with Mnium undulatum. 
We first of all prepare delicate cross-sections through the stem 
(Fig. 90). In the midst of the stem appears an axial cylinder, 
composed of narrow, thin- walled cells, which we can only conceive 
as a very simple conducting bundle {t\ Its cells are distinguished 
from their surroundings by the yellow-brown coloration of their 
walls. To this conducting bundle adjoin the wider cells of the 
cortex, with greenish-yellow walls, living contents and chlorophyll 
(c). The innermost layer of this cortex is marked by its greater 
resistance to sulphuric acid, without being in any way sharply 
distinguishable as a protective sheath or endodermis. At first the 
cortical cells enlarge somewhat in passing from the interior out- 
wards ; at the periphery they become rapidly nairower and thicker 
walled, and pass over at length, without special limit, into a uni- 
or bi-lamellar, narrow-cavitied, strongly-thickened epidermis. At 
two or three places, or sometimes only in^oipev-tbc. Qvter cell layer 
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of the stem is prolonged outwards into a uniiamellai' plate of ceils, 
which represents the leaf-wing (/) running outwards from tiie 
stem.-^Cross-sectio’ns, 
which are taken from 
the lower, leafless, 
strongly-browned part 
of the stem, show the 
walls of the peripheral 
layers of cells coloured 
dark-brown. Prom in- 
dividual cells of the 
surface have grown 
long, brown - walled, 
repeatedly - branched 
threads of cells, which 
are designated hair- 
roots or rhizoids 
(r). These rhizoids 
have oblique partition- 
walls. Under many 

of such partition Pra. 90. — Cross-section through stem of Mnium un- 
-txTQ Ho o in Q 1 XT 7 Q TTo t, conductiiig bundle ; c, cortex ; e, epidermis : 

wans, ana always y. leaf-wing ; r, r, rhizoids (x 90). 

under their side most 

remote from the base (see below r, left hand) arise branches, which 
branch again and again in the same way. Only the growing apices 
of the rhizoids have colourless walls. 

The closest similarity with such rhizoids, in respect of branch- 
ing and the oblique position of the dividing walls, is shown by 
the proembryo of the typical leaf-bearing mosses, the so-called 
protonema, which is developed from the germinating spore. Its 
branches, however, so far as they do not penetrate into the soil, 
are colourless, and contain numerous chlorophyll grains. The 
buds, which develop into moss-stems, are side-branches of this 
protonema (compare Fig. 91). The close relationship of rhizoids 
and protonema is shown also in the fact, that rhizoids^ if kept 
damp and exposed to light, can develop a protonema which can 
give rise to numerous new plantlets. It needs only to lay a turf 
of Mnium with the under side upwards, and to keep it damp, in 
order to produce numerous green protonema-threads from the 
rhizoids. The protonema as seen with the naked eye reminds us 
of tufts of terrestrial Vaucheria, 
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If the cross-section has passed through an injured part of the 
stem of Miimnir the place is seen not to be covered with cork, 
since this cannot, With a few exceptions, be formed by the Cryp- 
togainia ; on the other hand, the walls of the cells bordering the 
wound are thickened and browned, and so, apart from their broader 
cavities^ simulate the other surface cells. 

Near the surface can be seen, in the cross-section, isolated 
small strings of thin -walled cells, which in coloration also resemble 
the elements of the centraL conducting bundle. These are the 
foliar conducting bundles, which have “ blind ” endings in the 



Fig. 91. — A moss, Fumria, hygrmnetrica. A, germinating spores ; w, root-hair, or 
rhizoid ; s, exospore (x 550). B, part of a developed protonema, about three weeks 
after germinating ; Ti, a procumbent primary shoot, with brown wall and oblique septa ; 
from this arise the ascending branches, having limited growth. iC, rudiment of a 
leaf-hearing axis with w, rhizoid or root-imir (x about 90). (After Prantl.) 

cortex of the stem, though in the more fully organised Poly- 
they join on to the axial conducting bundle of the stem. 

Leaf of Mnium.-—K leaf, which we examine without prepara- 
tion in a drop of water on the object-slide, shows a unilamellar 
lamina, and a multilamellar midrib. This latter ends in a terminal 
tooth, which consists of a number of rhombic cells. The cells of 
the midrib are very elongated, the peripheral celb contain chloro- 
phyll grains. The lamina of the leaf is unilamellar ; it consists of 
polygonal chlorophyll containing cells. The seam-like edge of the 
leaf is formed of elongated, strongly-thickened cells. The outer- 

iln Folytrichuniy the inner part of the axial conducting bundle is com- 
monly oollenchymatous. — [En.] 
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most bear on their edge, at near!}" equal distances, one- to two- 
celled, sharply tapering, teeth. Cross-sections through the leaves 
are obtained at the same time with the cross-sections of the steiii. 
If it is desired to cut cross-sections of leaves by themselves, which, 
from their small thickness, is no light task, it can be much facili- 
tated if a considerable number of leaves are stuck together with 
glycerine-gum, and, without waiting for the gum, to dry, the object, 
thus made thicker, is cut between elder-pithd The cross-sections 
are then laid in water, which at once dissolves out the gum. This 
method can be used at all times, when it is desired to obtain cross- 
sections of very thin surfaces. Upon these cross-sections of our 
moss-leaf, we can determine that the lamina is one-cell thick ; the 
cells at the seam-like margin of the leaf are strongly thickened. 
The midrib projects more strongly from the under than the upper 
surface of the leaf. In its midst, somewhat nearer the under side, 
lies a string of thin-walled cells, in which we again recognise the 
conducting bundle which we previously saw in the cortex. This 
thin- walled string is supported on its under side by some strongly- 
thickened narrow cells. 

A withered plant, with the lower cut surface of its stem placed 
in water, remains withered ; but becomes, on the other hand, 
rapidly turgid if it is immersed with its leaves in water. The 
absorption of water through the leaves is here, therefore, very 
active, and that through the stem is very inactive. 

Stem of Sijhagmm ^ — The structure of the stem of the Bog- 
mosses offers special peculiarities. We prepare cross-sections of 
the stem of Sphagnum acutifolium. These cross-sections (Fig. 92) 
show us a broad central cylinder, which in its interior is composed 
of broad, somewhat collenchymatously-thickened cells ; towards 
the periphery its cells become gradually narrower, and, in tine 
outermost layers, are coloured yellow-brown {sic), A special 
conducting bundle is not present in the interior of this cylinder. 
It is surrounded by a large-celled outer cortex of usually three 
layers of cells. The elements of this impinge directly upon the 
narrow, yellow-brown cells of the inner cylinder. They are dis- 
tinguished by large tound or oval holes (pores) and delicate spiral 
bands. These pores (Z) are easy to see, and that they directly join 

^ Good cross-seotions of leaves can also be obtained without pre|)aration 
by cutting through the crowded leaves at the apex (bud) of the stem of an 
actively-growing moss, such as Mniimi unduldtum, M, honiumi or a Poly- 
trichum, '—[’E iD.] 
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together the cavities of these cells can be readily proved in places 
where the sections have cut through such pores. Not infrequently, 
moreover, fungal threads are seen in these cells, which pass with- 
out hindrance from one cell to the other through the pores. These 
porous elements of the outer cortex of Sphagnum contain only 
water or air, and are without living cell-contents. To the plant 
they serve as a capillary apparatus, by which the water may be 
carried to a place of need. The plants are devoid of cuticularised 
parts ; concentrated sulphuric acidimmediately dissolves the entire 
tissue ; comparatively the most resistant are the middle-lainellge, 



Pig. 92. — from the leaf of Sphagnum cyorMfolmm, a, chlorophyll-containing 
cells ; w, water-cells with thickening ribs and openings {1 ) ; surface view (x 300). 
cross-section through the leaf of Sphagnum fimhriatum, 0, part of a cross-section 
through the stem of Sphagnum qjmoifolium. c, centre ; sk, sclerenchymatous cortical 
cells ; w, water-cells with openings and thickening ridges ; e, epidermis (x 120). 

and their junction “seams/* of the yellow-brown outer cells of the 
central cylinder. 

Leaf of Sphagnum . — The leaf expansion is ovate, entire, uni- 
lamellar, and consists, as either surface view shows, of two kinds 
of elements. The one are narrow, chlorophyll-containing (and 
therefore also with protoplasm and nucleus) living cells; and 
others are dead, filled with air or water, provided with rings or 
with spiral bands and intermediate open pores. The fact, which 
must have repeatedly struck us, that dead air- or water- containing 
cells, so far as they are not strongly thickened, so often need spiral 
band, rings or network as thickening of their walls; derives explana- 
tion from the circumstance that these cells are devoid of turgidity, 
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and need this mechanical apparatus in order not to collapse nor 
be crushed. The green cells of the leaf expansion are ail joined 
together, and form a network with elegantiy sinuous wails, eacli 
mesh being occupied by one of the dead cells* The green cells 
serve for the assimilation of carbonic acid gas ; the empty ceils 
serve, just as do the corresponding ceils of the outer cortex of the 
stem, as a capillary apparatus for the supply of water. Careful 
observation shows that the number of pores diminishes towards 
the edge of the leaf, that they are more prevalent on the under 
side of the leaf, and occupy the sides of the bulging cell-walls. 
The edge of the leaf is composed of the narrow green cells, and 
adjoining these of a single-rowed '‘seam’' of narrower collapsed 
elements containing water, and slightly thickened on the outer 
surface. Only the end surfaces of these elements appear to be 
thickened more strongly, and project outwards proportion ally, A 
midrib is wanting in the leaves, just as is a conducting bundle in 
the stem ; the plants are in this respect, therefore, much more 
simply constructed than Mnium ; more complex on the other 
hand in the formation of a special capillary apparatus. — Cross- 
sections (Fig. 92 B) give us further information as to the relations 
between the living and dead cells of the leaf, and show us also the 
pores {1) in the latter very clearly. 

Thallus of Marchantia , — The thallus of Marchantia polyinorpha 
(the common Liverwort), is widely spread upon damp ground, 
and especially in damp green-houses on the surfaces of the flower- 
pots, and on walls and soil, and is readily recognisable by its 
rounded or saucer-like gemmae-cups, and perhaps also by its 
more rarely produced disk-like or umbrella-like fructifications 
(receptacles). It shows a fairly complex structure. The absence 
of cormophytic organisation does not therefore necessarily entail 
simple anatomical structure. The thallus is leathery; it branches 
by forking (bifurcation) of its apex, which lies at the base of an 
apical depression. If the shoot has forked shortly before, the centre 
of the previous depression is occupied by a lobe of the thallus, 
on both sides of which the new apical depressions lie. Along the 
centre of each shoot projects, on its ventral, or under side, an indis- 
tinctly delimited midrib . From this proceed outwards and forwards 
obliquely-directed striae curving towards the margin of the thallus. 
At some distance from the apex the thallus is fixed to the substra- 
tum by delicate rhizoids springing chiefly from its midrib. If we 
bring the thallus, with its ventral side turned upwards, under a 
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sixBple microscope or a very low power, we can determine, by the 
aid of needles, the existence of scales (amphigastrla) which arise 
from the surface of the thallus. Three different forms of ventral 
scales are present: marginal, which usually extend somewhat 
over the edge of the thallus, and have become brown; median, 
which lie in the middle line ; and laminar, which are inserted upon 
the thallus on both sides of the middle line, but can also be want- 
ing. The median scales, often purple coloured, alternate with one 
another, and their edges overlap on the midrib. So far as the 
median or laminar scales, or the former only, extend, arise from 
the frond fine rhizoids, which, covered by the scales, and following 
their insertion, extend to the midrib, and there run farther forwards 
in bundles. It is the median and laminar scales which produce 
the striation on the under side of the thallus, which we have 
already observed with the naked eye. 

If we examine the dorsal (^pper) side of the thallus with the 
lens, this appears to be divided into small diamond-shaped areas. 
The limits of the areas are dark green, the areas themselves 
appear more grey. In the middle of each area a dot-like opening 
is visible. 

We now examine, with stronger magnification, ^ sii^rface- 
sectioii which is taken parallel to the dorsal side of the thallus. 
We see that the outer cells of the dorsaT surface are polygonal, 
closely united together, and contain numerous large chlorophyll 
granules. The boundaries of the areas show clearly , each area 
has its centre occupied by a round opening, which is surrounded 
usually by four narrow crescent-formed cells containing no chloro- 
phyll (Fig. 93, A), Where the section is somewhat thicker, air 
is seen to be collected under the free outer surface of the area. 
Into this air space, the air-chamber, project chlorophyll-con- 
taining threads of cells. The walls bounding the air-chamber 
laterally are formed of closely- joined cells. These walls are of 
one to several layers ; their cells contain chlorophyll. Individual 
cells of the surface, and also of the interior, are distinguished by 
a highly-refractive, irregularly-outlined, clustered body. These 
bodies in the younger shoots are slightly brownish, in older are 
coloured brown, contain usually only fat oil, and form the so- 
called oil-bodies of the Liverworts. The cells which contain such 
a body show no other plastic contents. 

Surface-sections taken from the ventral side of the thallus 
show no division into areas. The cells are here more elongated 
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and poorer in chlorophyll than on the upper side. The rhizoids 
which spring from the ventral surface show an alternative 
structure. They are either more slender, and provided with peg- 
like projections into the interior, or thicker and without sucdi 
projections. Those with the peg-like projections arise out of the 
frond, as far as the median or laminar scales, or only the former, 
extend. They lie close to the frond, and follow the mid-rib in 
bundles, covered by the scales. They probably serve to stiffen 
the thallus. The ordinary rhizoids proceed chiefly from the 
midrib, and turn at an acute angle towards the substratum, to 
which they fix the thallus. All the ventral scale.? are unilamellar, 
the median consist of still living cells, the laminar and marginal 
scales of cells which are already dead. 



Fig. 93. — Marcliantia polymorpha, , an air-pore from above, i?, in cros«>Kectioii 

(x 240). V 


A cross-section through the thallus shows us on the dorsal 
surface first a zone of chlorophyll-containing tissue. The interior 
of the thallus is composed of broader cells, almost devoid of 
chlorophyll. In the walls of these cells here and there broad 
elliptic pits are to be seen. At the ventral surface the two last 
layers of cells are again narrower, flatter, rich in chlorophyll, and 
form the so-called ventral cortical layer. Oil-bodies are scattered 
through the entire tissue. Certain other individual cells are 
noticeable from their size and highly refractive contents ; these are 
the mucilage cells.— A closer study of the outer layers, rich in 
chlorophyll, of the dorsal surface, completes the conception which 
we had obtained from the surface view. Outermost we see a 
single layer of flat cells, which extend free over the air-chamber, 
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from the walls which bound it laterally. In the midst of the free 
outer wall is found the air-pore (the so-called stoma), which we 
now see to be surrounded by from about four to eight tiers of 
cells (Fig. 93, -B). The pore is narrowed at its upper and under 
apertures, especially at this latter, and therefore appears barrel- 
shaped. The cells of the uppermost tier are prolonged into a 
membranous border. As the air is very tenaciously retained in 
the air-opening, and the structure is thereby made indistinct, it is 
desirable previously to air-pump the air out of the preparation. 
Into the air-chamber project from below threads of cells, tw^o or 
three cells long, and occasionally branched. These threads are 
especially rich in chlorophyll ; they arise from the flat cell layer 
next below, which is poor in chlorophyll On the ventral side 
of the thallus we see on the midrib the lateral, alternating over- 
lapping of the median scales. Between the scales lie the cross- 
sections of the bundles of rhizoids. Median longitudmal sections 
show the insertion alike of the stronger ordinary rhizoids, turning 
off at once from the thallus, and the ‘‘ pegged ” rhizoids overlying 
the midrib. 


OHAPTEE XIX. 

VEGETATIVE STBUOTUEE OF FUNGI, LICHENS AND ALG^— 
PIXING AND STAINING THE CELL-CONTENTS. 

Pkincipal Mateeials Used. 

The common Mushroom, fresh, or in alcohol. 

A Lichen, such as Parmelia {Anaptychia) ciliaris ; fresh, or dry and soaked. 

Pucus vesiculosus, or other species ; fresh, and in alcohol ; if alcohol mate- 
rial, lay for a few days in alcohol-glycerine. 

Nitellap fresh ; also for twenty-four hours in 1 per cent, chromic acid. 
A\&o Chara fragiUs? 

Cladophora glomerata fresh; or fixed in 1 per cent, chromic acid, and 
preserved in camphor- water. 

Spirogyra,^ of some broad-celled species ; fresh, and similarly fixed and 
preserved. 

Peinoipal Eeagents Used. 

Chlorzino iodine — Osmic acid — ^lodine—Diluted sulphuric acid.— Hfema- 
toxylin — Picric alcohol — Saturated potash— 1 per cent, chromic acid ; 
concentrated picric acid ; 1 per cent, chromacetic acid ; 1 per cent, 
chromosmium acetic acid. — P. Mayer’s alum-carmine, or para-carmine; 
P. Mayer’s alum-haamatin — Hsematoxylin-crystals, and ammonia — 
Boiled water in quantity— 1 per cent, alum— J to 1 per cent, hydro- 
chloric acid — Aluminium chloride in alcohol ; or 5 per cent, acetic acid 
in alcohol — 10 per cent, solution saltpetre, stained with eosin. 

Structure of Fungi generally. — The vegetative organs (thallus) 
of the Fungi, apart from a number of the simplest forms, consist 
of elongated, thread-like, more or less copiously-branched elements, 
the Hyphse, These are either without partition walls (unrseptate), 
unicellular throughout their entire body ; or, by means of parti- 
tion walls (septa), segmented into a number of consecutive cells. 
Moreover, even the most massive fungal structure is composed of 
such hyphse, which are then very much interwoven with one 

1 This and many other Algin, etc., can usually be obtained from T. Bolton, 
Balsall Heath Road, Birmingham, and Marine Algae from the Biological 
Station, Plymouth. — [En], 
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another. The hyphjB can indeed, in many cases, come into so 
close a lateral union, that a tissue is produced, which, as pseudo- 
parenchyma, delusively imitates the appearance of the parenchy- 
matous tissue of the higher plants. This pseudo-parenchyma, 
however, is a result of the coalescence of cell-threads, and not of 
cell-division taking place in three planes. In order to study this 
kind of structure, we take the fructification of a Hymenomycetous 
fungus. We choose the common Mushroom, AcjaricuB (PsaUiota) 
cm}i2:)estnSf because this fungus can now be obtained at any 
season of the year, and shows, besides, a comparatively simple 
structure. 

Agaricus campestris. — We prepare first a delicate longitudinal 
section from the stalk (stipe) of a fully-developed specimen. We 
recognise clearly a structure of longitudinally-disposed hyphse, 
and can readily tear the section in longitudinal direction with the 
needles. The hyphae are directed more or less parallel to one 
another ; occasional ones also run obliquely between the others. 
Each hypha forms a septate thread, which is branched here and 
there laterally. The branches arise either close under a septum, 
or else lower down on the sides. Here and there we come across 
a blind ” end of a branch. The cells of neighbouring hyphse not 
infrequently appear connected by a horizontal branch, and have 
open communication with one another. In the periphery of the 
stipe the hyphjB are narrower, and more closely pressed together ; 
just under the surface the walls become brown, and their cavities 
more or less completely collapse. Towards the middle of the 
stipe likewise the hyphae become narrower, but their texture much 
looser, and, their course quite irregular. Great masses of air 
here fill up the interspaces between the hyph^. So long as the 
destructive influence of water has not made itself felt upon the 
contents of the hyphae, very little of these contents is to be 
noticed ; only at the cross-walls they show, here and there, more 
aggregated. Later on large vacuoles begin to form in the cells. 
Here and*there small crystals are met with. 

The cross-section of the stipe has a parenchymatous appear- 
ance, which is only lost in the more median parts of the section, 
where the hyphae also offer their side views. This pseudo-paren- 
chymatous tissue appears as if composed of unequal, irregular 
polygonal cells,, which leave between them more or less numerous 
intercellular spaces and' gaps (Eig. 94). On careful examination 
of the section, we notice close in the middle of many cells a 
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refractive dot (c/. the iigixre). The sectioa has here grazed a 

cross-wall, and the middle point shows the position of a pit, 

which is clothed, on either side of the partition 

wall, with a small aggregation of a highly re- 

fractive substance. The cells of the hyphm 

contain in the peripheral protoplasm, numerous ^ 

very small nuclei. 

In the membranes of most Fungi Chitin has 

been identified. For its identification the fungus 4 

is cut into pieces ; these are first treated with ^ ^ . 

dilute potash, then with boiling dilute sulphuric camj^^Mrik Pavtkr a 

acid, afterwards with alcohol, and finally -witli 

ether. The white residue, which upon drying l^ypli* the section has 
, - ^ -It gi'azed the cross- walls; 

becomes hard and horny, possesses all the in’o- a central point can he 

perties of chitin. It is insoluble in all reagents 

excepting concentrated acids. 

Lichens — Parmclia ciliaris . — We shall best obtain informa- 
tion about the structure of the thallus of Lichens by means of 
Ana20tychia {Parmdia) ciliaris ^ — very widely distributed on tree 
stems ; and will confine ourselves in this place to the thallus 
itself, and not take into consideration the fructifications (apotheoia) 
found upon it. The thallus itself is erect, leaf-like, and shrubby 
foliaceous-frutieose ”) ; on the dorsal (upper) surface, grey- 
green to bright green ; on the ventral (under) surface grey. 
From the edges of the thallus arise stiff cilia, which often be- 
come lobed at their ends, and, where they extend to the sub- 
stratum, adhere to it. — We hold a piece of the thallus between 
two pieces of elder-pith, and cut cross-sections through it. ■ With 
a sufficiently strong magnification, we see that the thallus consists, 
on its dorsal surface, of closely interwoven, thick-walled hyphac. 
These form the so-called rind, or cortical layer. Passing farther 
inwards, the curves of the hyphas separate from one another, in 
order to form the looser central layer. We can here readily make 
out that the hyph^B are long sacs, branched from time to time, 
and divided by cross-walls. At the limits of rind and central 
tissue lie scattered comparatively large, green, globular cells, the 
Gonidia. They correspond with the Alga, Cystococcus hnmicola 
( = Chlorococcim humicolnm). The hyphae fit closely to the green 
algal cells, and carry to them crude nutrient sap, for which they 
receive in return a portion of the substances assimilated in the 
gonidia. There exists here a symbiosis, a conjoint existence of 



240 XIX. STEUCTUBB OF THE THAIiLOPHYTA. 

fungus and alga, which is based upon reciprocal service. At the 
under surface of the thallus of Anaptychia the fungal hyphie 
again interlace more closely, so as to form a kind of under rind ; 
or this closer combination does not exist, and the looser central 
tissue extends to the ventral surface. This latter is in general 
the case. At the edges of the thallus, however, the rind of 
the dorsal surface, in all cases, extends underneath to the ventral 
side. From these edges arise, as we have already seen macro- 
scopically, the fixing cilia (rhizines), which now can be made out 
to consist of closely-combined parallel hyphse. The walls of 
these hyph^ have a brownish colour. At their base the threads 
often fork. — In other lichens the rhizines are apt to spring 
mostly from the ventral surface of the thallus. Chlorzinc iodine 
stains the walls of the gonidia immediately a beautiful blue, while 
the hyphae only appear yellow to yellow-brown, the so-called 
fungal cellulose. 

In Anaptychia ciUaris we have a lichen with what is called a 
layered or heteromerous thallus, so called because the algal 
zone forms a special layer in the thallus. In more lowly orga- 
nised lichens the thallus is homoiomerous, t.c., the gonidia are 
distributed through the whole tissue. To the last belong also 
the gelatinous lichens, in which the gonidia lie in a translucent 
jelly, which is traversed by the hyphse of the fungus. The Algse, 
which take part in the formation of the lichen thallus, differ 
according to their species, are coloured green or blue-green, 
but belong almost exclusively to the lowest divisions of the Alg^. 

Algm.—FuGus vesicidosus, — The thallus of the Algae shows a 
wide range of structural variation, from very simple to relatively 
complicated. As an example of the latter, we will take the olive- 
green or brown sea- weed, Fucus vesiculosus, known as the ‘‘ bladder- 
wrack,"' and which is so common around our coasts. This Fucus 
is, in its younger parts, flat, leaf-like, traversed by a midrib 
projecting on both sides, and forks more or less regularly in the 
plane of the leaf-like expansion. It usually bears bladdery swell- 
ings, often situated in pairs, one on either side of the midrib, as 
well as singly at the base of the bifurcations ; these bladders are 
sometimes wanting. In older parts the leaf-like expansion of 
the thallus is gradually disorganised, and finally is reduced to the 
much thickened midrib, which has become elliptic in section, and 
simulates a stem. The stem ends below with a rounded attaching 
disk, or several stems may arise from a common base. From the 
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oliler parts of the tballus, especially from its edges, nnmerous 
adventitious shoots can often arise. The growing points of the 
tiiallus lie at the apices of the twigs, iu cleft-like depressions, the 
direction of which corresponds with the plane of the ieaf-Iike 
expansion, and which can be readily recognised with the lens- 
Some of the apices may be seen to be double, from equal forking, 
or dichotomy; but quickly one branch surpasses the other, the 
latter becomes pressed to one side, and appears as if lateriilly 
developed. 

For anatomical investigation alcohol material is almost as well 
suited as when fresh^; but fresh material can be sent for great 
distances without injury, when packed in cases without water. 
In what follows, therefore, we will concern ourselves preferably 
with alcohol material, as this permits section-cutting much more 
readily. In fresh material the swelling of the tissue between the 
outer and inner layers of the thallus is so strong that it produces 
great contortion of the sections. The outer layer is in positive, 
the inner in negative tension j that is, the outer layers are com- 
pressed by the inner layers, and the latter stretched by the outer. 
Therefore, in the sections, the outer layers lengthen and the inner 
layers shorten, and the sections twist. Preparations made from 
fresh material must be examined in sea-water, since they swell 
strongly in fresh water ; alcohol material, on the other hand, we 
lay a few days previously in a mixture of equal parts alcohol and 
glycerine, and examine it in the same. 

We prepare surface sections, parallel to the surface of the 
thallus, through the midrib and the wings (and, if we wish to see 
only the primary tissue, at not too great a distance from the grow- 
ing point), besides cross and longitudinal sections through different 
regions. The entire surface of the frond shows, in surface sections, 
rectangular to polygonal cells, which are arranged more or less 
clearly in longitudinal rows, often displaced by supplementary 
divisions. In cross and longitudinal sections these cells appear 
prismatic, and elongated perpendicularly to the surface. They are 
clearly distinguishable from the layer of tissue which lies next 
below, and vre will distinguish them as the outer or epidermoid 
layer. The ceils of this outer layer are closely filled with olive- 
coloured chromatophores. The chromatophores have the form 
of rounded grains, or are become polygonal by lateral pressure, 
and contain the characteristic colouring matter of the Fucaceae, 
phseophyll, or phycophaein. To the outer layer succeed eie- 

^ See note on Alcohol Material cf Fmus on p. 254. 
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ments with wide cavities, which in cross-section appear approxi- 
mately polygonal, but, as the longitudinal section shows, gradually 
increase in length as we pass farther into the thallus. They 
contain larger chromatophores, which however are not so crowded 
as in the outer layer, and therefore can be more readily observed. 
We include these cells, together with the outer layer, as cortex. 
The cortical cells are connected together by pits with a porous 
closing membrane. The innermost layer of the cortical cells bears 
to the midrib the character of a thickening layer, which com- 
mences its activity at some little distance from the growing point. 

By surface-sections below the cortex, and by suitable longi- 
tudinal sections^ we determine that the interior of the midrib 
consists of a tissue of longitudinally- elongated cells, running 
parallel to one another and to the long axis of the frond, and 
which are connected together into threads. Laterally, these cells 
communicate by broad pits, and in part also by short prolonga- 
tions. In the longitudinal direction, the cells of the threads are 
only separated by delicate partition walls, which are clearly per- 
forated in a sieve-like fashion. A similar structure is shown by 
the partition walls within the lateral prolongations, and by the 
closing membranes of the pits. The threads are separated laterally 
by an intercellular jelly, which has arisen from the swelling of the 
middle lamellae and outer thickening layers of the longitudinal 
walls of the cells. The medulla of the midrib passes over laterally 
into the “ packing tissue ’’ of the two wings, and this appears as a 
looser network of irregularly-disposed cell-threads, constructed 
much as in the pith. Here also the partition wails in the cell- 
threads and the lateral connections are thin, and with sieve-like 
interruptions, while the longitudinal walls have produced a still 
more abundant jelly than in the midrib. 

Cell~conte7its and Beactions , — The contents of the cells of 
the medulla and of the packing tissue are poor in chromatophores, 
but on the other hand are often rich in highly refractive granules, 
which cannot be removed by alcohol, but can by ether, which 
become brown in osmic acid, and therefore are recognised as 
fat oil. In each cell a nucleus can be made out. Not infrequently 
the protoplasmic cell-contents take on a chambered structure in 
the water in which we investigate them. With the addition of 
iodine, the cell-contents, excluding the oil-drops, colour yellow- 
brown, and the nuclei are usually easily visible ; a starch reaction 
is nowhere found, and the oil here no doubt replaces the missing 
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jgtarch. The whole distribution of the tissues leads to the concdu- 
siou that the processes of assimilation are localised in the cells of 
the cortex, while the ceils of the pith and the packing tissue furnish 
the conducting system. If we treat the sections with chior/inc 
iodine, or with iodine and sulphuric acid, we obtain in either case, 
but especially with the latter, a blue coloration of the wails. The 
lirmer membrane immediately surrounding the cell- cavity colours 
deeply, the more distant less so ; in the loosest tissue, iiliing the 
wings of the thallus, the staining of the jelly tends to be entirely 
absent. The parts of the membrane around the cell-cavities show 
distinct lamination. If we allow haematoxyliii solution to act upon 
the section, the layers around the cell-cavities stain a deep violet, 
while the whole jelly takes a bright violet tone and becomes every- 
where readily visible. 

Growth in Thickness of Fiicus , — Even with the naked eye 
we observed that the thallus in its older parts is reduced to the 
midrib, expanded into a strong stem. The growth in thickness 
which brings about the development of this stem ont of a midrib 
takes place in the innermost layers of the cortex. The cells of 
these layers develop from their lower end sac-like prolongations, 
which, dividing by cross-walls, and branching from time to time, 
grow downwards in the jelly between the threads of the pith. 
Only here and there one of these thickening threads grows into 
the packing tissue of the wings. Longitudinal sections through the 
neighbourhood where noticeable increase of thickness of the midrib 
begins, shows us these phenomena without any difficulty. If we 
examine the cross-section of the deeper parts of the stem, we find 
it constructed internally of sparsely-scattered cells, with wide 
cavity and brownish contents, and in between these of numerous 
closely-crowded cells, with narrow cavity and greenish contents. 
The former are the original threads of the meduia, which serve for 
food conduction ; the latter are those which have been intruded in 
growth in thickness, and have to fulfil mechanical functions. The 
threads originally present have been pushed apart by those formed 
later. The base of the stem and the attaching disk are, in fully 
developed specimens, exclusively composed of these mechanically 
acting threads. In the outer part of the stem the tissue has also 
undergone a change. The cells of the outer layer have become 
brown, are dead, and are gradually cast off. The second layer 
of the cortex has begun to divide by periciinal walls. We find 
therefore in the exterior parts of the stem radially- arranged rows 
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of cells, and this, in stronger stems, to a not inconsiderable degree. 
The wings of the thallus gradually die up to the midrib, while the 
growing cortical layer in the periphery of the stem gradually closes 
together. 

The Sterile Oonceptacles, — If the thallus is held up to the light 
and observed with a lens, we notice a number of, as a rule, 
irregularly-scattered dots, which are wanting only over the mid- 
rib. Even with the naked eye these dots appear as protuber- 
ances. On surface-sections each appears as a round opening, 
surrounded by a projecting rim, and out of which a tuft of long 
hairs projects. They are pits, no doubt allied to the conoeptacles 
w^hich we shall study hereafter in considering the sexual pro- 
cesses, and which we can call sterile conoeptacles. — If we 
prepare a cross or longitudinal section through such, it appears as 
a flask-shaped hollow. The hollow is surrounded by the cells of 
the inner cortex. From the cells at the base of the hollow arise 
long threads, composed of elongated cells, which project from the 
mouth of the sterile conceptacle. It is quite possible that these 
hairs facilitate the absorption of nutrient materials from the 
surrounding water. In sections through older parts of the thallus, 
we can find, between the long hairs in the pits, also bundles of 
shorter unicellular hairs, which do not reach to the mouth of the 
pit. If, lastly, still older parts are examined, where the pits 
present themselves as brown spots, we find the outer parts of the 
long hairs destroyed, and the opening of the pits closed by the 
basal parts of these hairs, by the short hairs, and by a brownish 
mucilage. 

The Bladders.— which are taken through a young 
bladder or vesicle of the thallus, show its interior filled with a 
plexus of the same threads which we found in the wings of the 
thallus. Scattered in the jelly between the threads are bubbles of 
gas, which sometimes tear the loose tissue and form large air- 
chambers. The older bladders are quite hollow, filled with air, 
remnants of the threads of cells being found on the wall. This 
latter is covered by the outer layer, and shows a thick cortex, 
arisen from the tangential division of the other cortical cells. 

The CharacecB. — Nitella. — The small but widely-distributed 
family of the Characese (or Stoneworts) occupies a well-nigh 
isolated position in the Vegetable System, but can best be in- 
cluded amongst the green Algse. They are characterised by a 
remarkable vegetative structure, and, as we shall see hereafter. 
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by a still more remarkable structure of the sexual organs. ' They 
are found not at all uncommonly growing at the bottom of ponds 
and streams, and in bog holes, forming long dense tufts of green 
thread-like stems, rooted in the mud by means of delicate hairs, 
or rhizoids. The Stoneworts are divided into two genera, .Nitella 
and Gkara, distinguished for our present purpose by differences 
in the structure of the stem. — As the more simply organised, we 
may commence our study with Nitella. The slender axis, exam- 
ined with the naked eye, is seen to be segmented ; long bare 
segments alternating with whorls of appendages. The former 
are the internodes, the latter arise from the nodes. We have 
Imre therefore an apparent approach to the condition of affairs 
met with in the flowering plants already studied. Each internode 
consists of a single very elongated cylindrical cell The principal 
characteristics of this internodal cell we have already examined 
(see p. 50). It possesses a firm, well-developed, transparent cell- 
wall; underlying this is a lining layer of protoplasm, in which 
are embedded innumerable regularly-arranged chlorophyll bodies, 
with thin layers of protoplasm between them. Inside the 
stationary layer is a layer of protoplasm in the active streaming 
movement known as rotation. The general cavity of the cell is 
filled with cell-sap. The neutral lines will be readily visible; 
these, and the lines of chlorophyll bodies, pass spirally along the 
cell The node consists of a single disk-like cell, on the edges of 
which are borne appendages leaves, ’Vor branches ”), likewise 
consisting each of a thread of cells. From the lowermost nodes 
arise long, often branched rhizoids, divided by oblique partition 
walls. As we pass higher up the stem the internocles become 
progressively shorter, and the nodes and their appendages there- 
fore nearer together, until at the summit they are crowded 
together into a terminal bud. 

Dissect out this bud under the microscope by means of needles. 
This is best done from material laid for from twelve to twenty-four 
hours in a 1 per cent, watery solution of chromic acid. The bud is 
laid upon a slide, and with needles the lowest portions are suc- 
cessively removed so long as it appears safe to do so. These 
portions are then removed out of the way, a small drop of glyce- 
rine added to the specimen, the cover-glass laid on, and by gentle 
pressure with the needles upon the cover-glass, while observing 
through the microscope, the bud slightly crushed. It is probable 
that the bud will open, and disclose its structure. At the apex 
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is seen a single hemispherical cell, the apical cellj in which is 
visible a well-defined protoplasmic body, and a rather irregularly- 
shaped nucleus. In some cases two nuclei will be seen, placed 
one nearer the flat side of the cell, and the other nearer the free 
apex ; such a cell is about to divide. The dividing wall is formed 
parallel to the flat basal wall of the apical cell. In this way cells 
are cut off from the apical cell. The cell which resulted from the 
previous division will be seen adjoining the basal wall. Tracing 
back from the apical cell, it will be seen that the cells become 
alternately nodal and internodal cells. 

Chara.—Let us now turn to Chara, selecting for the purpose 
the widely spread G. fragilis. Externally this plant resembles 
Nitdla, but it will be seen upon examination that the internodal 
cells, instead of being naked, are covered with a layer of cells 
which we call the corteXj consisting of slender cells which are 
themselves divided into cell-rows. Similarly, the nodes are flat 
disks of cells, of which the external ones give rise to the whorls 
of appendages, and also to the cortical cells. Ehizoids arise from 
the lower nodes, as in Nitella. The leaves are segmented like 
the stem, and from their lower nodes produce leaflets. The 
terminal cell of the leaf has no cortex, and in it the general 
features of the internodal cell of Nitella are repeated. The bud 
resembles that of Nitella, excepting that the nodal cells undergo 
early segmentation by vertical walls, so as to produce a disk 
consisting of a central and a layer of external cells, these latter 
growing out in such fashion as to overlap the undivided inter- 
nodal cells, and, by subsequent division, produce the cortex. 

Gladophora glomemta,— The genus Gladophora consists of 
abundantly-branched green threads, whose cells decrease in thick- 
ness with the successive branchings. These are the most widely 
distributed of all fresh- water algae, and any species is suited for 
examination. The determination of species is, however, very 
uncertain in this genus. W select the dark-green, undulating, 
iviHedi Gladophora glomerata iox examination. This is corymbosely 
branched, the branches arising, as in all other Cladophoreae, from 
the upper end of the cells. The branching proceeds acropetally, 
so that the end segments of the branches act as apical cells. 
Subsequently branches arise also from the older segments, pro- 
ducing what we may call adventitious shoots. With sufficiently 
strong magnification, the green peripheral cytoplasmic layer of 
the cells is seen to be composed of small polygonal plates, the 
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chromatophores (Pig. 95, separated by delicate colourless 
lines. In each plate more or less, numerous pale grains (a) can 
be seen ; beside these lie comparatively m 

large, more or less regularly spherical ^ // 

bodies, more strongly refractive, which |N — 

are known as pyrenoids (p), which have 
a protein reaction. Bach pyrenoid is 

surrounded by a sheath of starch.. , The | S' ^ 

cells are seen to be filled internally with I i ^ 

cell“sap, which is traversed by colourless, I 1 

exceedingly thin cytoplasmic plates, | ! 

which, proceeding from the lining layer, I I 

divide the cell cavity into irregular, un- 

equal polygonal chambers. Here and I I 

there chromatophores can be seen in the I mi j 

inner protoplasmic plates. By focussing I I 

so as to get an optical section, it will be | 

seen that colourless potoplasmic spheres I | 

here and there project from the lining | 

layer into the general vacuole of the cell- Ifcv j 

sap. These are the nuclei, and in | 

each, in especially favourable situations, ||® ^ ! 

a nucleolus can also be distinguished. | 

In Cladophora, as is clearly proved by I 

this examination, we have therefore ' I 

multinuclear cells, or the whole thalius i I 

may be said to be non-cellular* — If now tl 

the preparation is pretty stronglycrushed, ' 'yjQ_ gs, ^ o!adop!wra gh- 

we see in the flattened cells, the con- 'f^rata. A cell of a thread 
. , « , , , _ irom a cnromic-carmme pre- 

sents of which are somewhat withdrawn paration. n, a nucleus ; ch, 

from the wahs, the individual chlorophyU oMsTars&giaiM (St 
plates, separated from one another, and 

rounded. At the same time the small grains and pyrenoids show 
up clearly in the chromatophores, which now appear, like the 
chlorophyll grains of higher plants, acted upon by the water. If 
we now add a little iodine solution to the preparation, the small 
grains, and also the outer sheath of the pyrenoids, colour violet, 
and are thus proved to be starch ; in the green chromatophores, 
hov^ever, they appear brown, and the nuclei, visible here and there, 
also take a brown colour. — We must not omit in this preparation 
to search fpr uninjured cells, in which starch grains and amylum 




Fig. 95. — Oladophora glo- 
meratn, A cell of a thread 
from a chromic-carmiue pre- 
paration. w, a nucleus ; ch, 
chromatophores ; p, pyren- 
oids J a, starch grains ( x 540). 
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bodies are stained in their natural position, and are very well 
defined ; and we can also, by deeper focussing, distinguish the 
nuclei. 

Beactions for Chlorophyll . — We now examine another thread, 
which we lay direct into a drop of picric alcohol, when the pyre- 
noids are sharply defined in the yellowish brown stained cell- 
contents. After a short time irregular brown bodies appear in the 
chlorophyll plates, which proceed from the disorganised chloro- 
phyll, and give us the hypochlorin or chlorophyllan reaction. 
The same reaction will be obtained under the influence of other 
acids. The chlorophyllan reaction may be taken as characteristic 
of chlorophyll. Another reaction, likewise characteristic, is that 
which arises upon treating chlorophyll with a saturated solution of 
potash in water. The chlorophyll bodies are almost immediately 
coloured yellow-brown, and, after at the most -J- to | hour, again 
become green. The conversion of the yellow-brown into the green 
colour takes place immediately upon warming to boiling, or upon 
addition of water, somewhat less rapidly upon addition of alcohol, 
ether, or glycerine. 

Fixing and Staining Methods . — In order to be able to study the 
nuclei more closely, and to obtain a complete insight into their 
distribution, we will bring other methods into use. This will, 
besides, give us opportunity of learning some approved methods 
of ^‘fixing"' and staining, wdiich histological studies have, in recent 
times, to thank for not unimportant advances. We place some 
branches of the Cladophora in 1 per cent, chromic acid, other 
small portions in concentrated picric acid, others in 1 per cent, 
chrom-acetic acid (chromic acid 0*7 per cent., acetic acid 0-3 
per cent.), and still others in chromosmium acetic acid (chromic 
acid 0*5 per cent., osmic acid 0*2 per cent., glacial acetic acid 0*2 
per cent.). In doing this, we must take care that the reagent is 
at least 100 times the bulk of the object to be fixed. The chromic 
acid, and the chrom-acetic acid, we allow to act for some hours, 
even without disadvantage for twenty-four hours, the picric acid 
for about twenty-four hours, or the chromosmium acetic acid 
for about half an hour only. All these preparations must after- 
wards be w^ashed most carefully in running water ; they can, with 
advantage, remain for up to twenty-four hours in water which 
is frequently changed. Specially careful washing is required to 
remove picric acid from the preparations when they have to he 
stained with h^matin -ammonia. The variously fixed” and 
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well-washed' preparations are now laid -in watch-glasses witli P. 
Mayer’s alum-carmine, or P. Mayer’s para-carmine. The maicrial 
should lie in the carmine stain for several hours. Another portion 
of the threads can be stained in P. Mayer’s alum-hsematiB. It 
is best from time to time to control the depth of the staining by 
slight examination under the microscope, and to take the material 
out when it has stained sufficiently. This is perhaps best ejected 
if, instead of staining in a watch-glass, the process is carried on 
upon an object-slide, in which a round or oval holloiv has been 
ground. The slide can be placed bodily on the stage of the 
microscope, and is handier in use for this than a watch-glass. If 
in spite of this care the object should be over stained, that is, has 
been stained too deeply, it should be laid in pure w'ater, or in 
about 1 per cent, w^atery alum solution, and left in till the depth 
of the stain has been reduced so far as needed. — In order to be able 
to stain a picric preparation according to the ainmonia-hannatin 
method, we must have previously removed from it every trace of 
picric acid. Por this purpose we transfer it to a comparatively 
large quantity of boiled water, -which we repeatedly change. In 
this water, freed from carbonic acid gas by its previous boiling, the 
object remains for twenty-four hours, after which it can be stained. 
For this purpose we put some crystals of hEematoxyiin in a small 
quantity of distilled water, and aerate it with ammonia gas. Tiiis 
latter we effect with the aid of a wash-bottle containing some 
ammonia solution/ in which the two glass tubes do not reach the 
fluid. The hematoxylin crystals now dissolve with a beautiful 
violet colour. The solution is greatly diluted wutii distilled -water, 
and the preparation allowed to lie in it for some hours. The exact 
time for coloration can here also be directly controlled. The pre 
paration is, with advantage, somewhat overstained, and afterwards 
steeped for several hours in distilled water. This method of stain- 
ing is somewhat troublesome, but often gives, however, the most 
exquisite results. Preparations liardened other-wise than with 
picric acid are little suited for staining with aminonia-haBinatiri. 
The preparations treated with alum-carmine are also w’ashed with 
distilled water. If the protoplasm remains somewhat stained, the 
stain can be removed by 1 per cent, alum solution or | to 1 per 
cent, solution of hydrochloric acid. If the staining has been 
with para-carmine the washing can be with a suitably weak solu- 
tion of aluminium chloride in alcohol, and, if this does not suffice, 
with alcohol containing 5 per cent, of acetic acid 
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Mounting,— li, after our study of the preparations is completed, 
we desire to make permanent preparations imm thom, we can 
select for a mountant either glycerine or glycerine-jelly. For 
carmine preparations 1 per cent, acetic acid may with advantage 
be added to the mounting medium. The preparations in question 
must not be transferred direct to the mounting medium, since 
the cells, as the result of sudden withdrawal of water, would 
collapse. They are, therefore, first laid in very dilute glycerine, 
which, by standing exposed to air, very slowly concentrates. 
The threads can then, without prejudicial results, be transferred 
to glycerine, or to glycerine- jelly. The glycerine preparations are 
closed with Canada balsam. The glycerine- jelly preparations need, 
for a while at least, no further enclosing. 

We will now submit the various fixed and stained preparations 
to close study, and find that the chromic acid, or chromic acid 
mixture preparations, stained with forms of carmine, on the one 
hand, and preparations which are suitably fixed and stained with 
alum-hsematoxylin and ammonia-haematin on the other hand, 
prove to be the best. It must, however, be exphcitly stated that 
this result refers only to the objects in question, and for other 
objects some other method, which here is less advantageous, 
might have the preference. It also happens, only too frequently, 
that a stain formerly approved fails for unknown reasons, and a 
conclusion should therefore never be based upon an isolated case. 
Fixing and staining of the cell-contents has indeed become a 
special art, which must be learnt, and requires much practice, so 
that in our first attempts we must be prepared for failures. We 
hme ohosen Cladophora as a suitable object for introduction to 
the various methods of hardening and staining; whoever wishes 
to limit himself to the surest and most reliable method, will 
harden in the above way in 1 per cent, chromic acid, and after- 
wards stain, one portion with either of the recommended carmines, 
another with alum-haematoxylin. The carmine stains almost 
always succeed. 

In the carmine preparation (Fig. 95) the nuclei stand out 
quite sharply. The pyrenoids, together with the rest of the 
protoplasm, remain almost unstained, and the starch-grains also 
take no colour. The nuclei, to which we specially turn our 
attention, are distributed pretty uniformly in the cell ; they lie 
on the inner side of the chlorophyll layer, and project into the 
cavity of the cell, Bach nucleus shows a more darkly-stained 
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nucleolus and appears, besides, as if finely granular or finely 
poious. The alum-haematoxylm or ha 2 matin preparations show 
the nuclei stained dark, and likewise, though more faintly, the 
pyienoids. The starch grains are not stained, but on the'other 
hand the m.crosomata (microsomes) of the cytoplasm are. and 
almost as darkly as the pyrenoids. 

S^Togym. Cultivation of freslitvater Algm.-Tho genus Spiro- 
gyra furnishes us with a simple filament or thread of cells We 
choose for examination a species %vhich has a central, readily 
visible nuc eus. _ So constituted, for example, is Spirogyra vtajul 
cula (6 which is met with now and then, not exactly 

rarely, but sporadically, in pools; but other species with a central 
nucleus will serve equally well for examination, and will differ 
but slightly in the essential relations of their structure. If once 
m possession of goo^ Spirogyra material you should endeavour 
to keep It m cultivation. In room cultures Spirogyra is readily 
spoilt. It IS best to keep it in a large vessel, filled with rain or 
tap-water, in the window of a cool north room. It must be quite 
quiet, and left to itself. For the continuous culture of most fresh- 
water algie It is advisable to use a large aquarium, holdin- from 
thirty to forty litres of water. Such an aquarium is made of glass 
walls m a metal rim. In the middle of the bottom are fixed two 
upright tubes, of which one is connected with the water supply 
the other serves as an overflow. With the former a bent mov- 
able tube IS connected, so that the entering jet of water can be 
directed to different parts of the aquarium. The month of this 
tube should be situated about 10 cm. under the surface of the 
water, whbh latter is determined by the opening of the exit tube ; 
and this is provided with a suitable cover in order that free 
swimming alg® may not be carried down it by the flowing water. 

It is generally well if the algae in such an aquarium are fixed in 
some way, whether by stones, or by individual threads being 
drawn up on the glass sides so as to dry upon them. In such 
aquaria the algm are not only kept provided with fresh water, but 
also subjected to a desh-able cool temperature. The direct action 
of solar rays should always be avoided. 

For special purposes it may be desired to cultivate algm in a 
nutrient solution. For this, a solution known as “ Knop’s ” may 
be specially recommended. It consists of calcium nitrate 4 parts, 
magnesium sulphate 1 part, potassium nitrate 1 part, potassium 
phosphate 1 part. In preparing it, we first dissolve the two 
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potassium salts and the magnesia, and after suitable dilution add 
to it the separately-dissolved calcium nitrate. Under these 
circumstances only a very small portion of insoluble calcium 
phosphate is separated out. It is not as a rule necessary to 
add iron, since the traces which come into the culture fluid 
with the material, and the rain- or tap- water used, will generally 
suffice. This nutrient solution is used for the culture in such 
proportion that the culture water contains 0*2 to 0*5 per cent, 
of the salts. If the weights given above are taken as grains, the 
amounts in question would suffice for about two, or if as grams 
for thirty, litres of water. 

Many fresh- water algae, e.g., Ulothrix, from rapidly-flowing 
water cannot be cultivated for long in aquaria, but can be kept 
in a running spring or fountain, if they are placed in the water 
while still attached to the stones upon which they were growing. 


The cells of Spirogyra ^najuscula, when fully developed, are 
about one and half to twice as long as thick (Fig. 96). The cell- 

wall is lined by a delicate, 
colourless, lining layer of 
protoplasm, which becomes 
clearly visible if the cells are 
plasmolysed, ie., if the pro- 
toplasmic body of the cell is 
made to contract by some 
water - withdrawing medium, 
such as sugar solution, glycer- 



Qe.-^Sinrogymmff^uscuicO A ceil of me, solution of common salt, 
a thread gradxially focussed into, showing - , rn A 

therefore, besides the chlorophyll bands, the Or OI Saltpetre. To the colour- 
nnclens with its suspending threads (X 240). 

to ten chlorophyll bands, which usually appear pretty steep and 
closely wound. The bands have a finely-undulating outline, and 
are transparent enough to admit of a view into the interior of the 
cell. At irregular distances in the bands are embedded denser, 
globular, colourless, bodies — the pyrenoids with which we have 
already become acquainted. These pyrenoids are ensheathed in a 
hollow sphere of small starch grains. With iodine solution they 

^ The synonymy of the Sj^irogyra majusmla of the text is rather obscure. 
This figure does not resemble S.majusmila of Kutz.^/S^. orthospira, of Nag. 
and Archer. The most common of the thick- threaded Spirogyras in Britain 
is S. nitidcL, The figure more resembles 8* orbicularis of Hassall. — [Ed.] 
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take a dark brown colour, and the irregularly serrate or jagged edue 
of the chlorophyll bands become very distinct. The central n nolens 
in this species is spindle-shaped, but by pressure upon the cell it is 
forced out of position, and shows a side viewy and then presents 
the form of a disk ; it has, therefore, in reality the form of a bi- 
convex lens. In its centre lies a large distinct nucleolus ^ sel- 
dom ttvo or three such bodies are distributed symmetrically in 
the interior of the nucleus. In other nearly allied species tlie 
nucleus is thicker, and appears, in its natural position in the cell, 
to be rectangular, with rounded corners. The nucleus is sur- 
rounded by a very thin layer of protoplasm, from wliicli delicate 
protoplasmic threads run out towards the peripheral protoplasm 
of the cell. By these threads the nucleus is suspended in the 
cell-sap which hils the cavity of the cell. The threads all arise 
from the thin rim of the nucleus, usually fork repeatedly in their 
course and join on to the inner side of the chlorophyll bands, and 
in all cases at the projecting parts which cover the pyrenoids. We 
can readily convince ourselves of this in most cases by slowly 
changing the focus. In individual cells the nucleus may have 
a position not central. This may indicate a late stage of cell- 
division, in which the new cell-wall shows clearly, with its thick 
cytoplasmic layer on each side, and the two daughter nuclei lying 
very near to it on either side. 

Plasmolytie Studies in Spirogyra . — From the striking char- 
acter and distribution of its cell-contents, Spirogyra offers a very 
favourable material for the study of plasmolysis, in which not 
merely the ordinary phenomena, but the remarkable capacity for 
resistance of the vacuolar protoplasmic membrane, is displayed. 
If a 10 per cent, solution of saltpetre, which is coloured with a little 
eosin, is permitted to act slowly upon this alga, in most cells a 
normal plasmoiysis is seen to be induced. The protoplasm with- 
draws at first from the angles, then from the end surfaces, and 
ultimately from the side-w^alls, and contracts into a more or less 
spherical foody. The eosin colour passes through the cell-'wali up 
to the contracted protoplasm, but does not at first penetrate it. 
This is due to the resistance of the outer protoplasmic membrane, 
the ectoplasm. After from one to two hours, but perhaps sooner, 
the outer layers of the protoplasm begin to die, and to then 
accumulate the colouring matter. The wall of the vacuole, en- 
closing the now concentrated cell-sap, shows, however, still no 
change, and is impassable by the eosin; and the vacuoles are 
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therefore recognisable as colourless balls in the general pale red 
of the cell. Under the pressure of the dead outer plasmic mass 
the vacuole is often constricted, or the dead plasm may peel off, 
and in part lay the vacuolar membrane bare. This resisting 
inner layer may often remain living for days; de Vries has 
named it tonoplast, as it is by it that the pressure of the cell-sap 
is controlled. By a too rapid action of the saltpetre solution the 
outer plasm may be killed without contraction, only the wall 
of the vacuole remaining living ; and this may withdraw from the 
dead plasmic masses and may contract itself into bails. Ordi- 
nary plasmolysis may also be effected with 5 per cent, or weaker 
solution of table salt. Protoplasmic threads not infrequently 
connect the contracted protoplasm with the end-walls of the 
cells. 

NOTE ON THE USE OE ALCOHOL MATERIAL OE EUCUS (p. 241). 

This cuts well if left in a mixture of 3 parts alcohol and 1 part glycerine 
for 24 houiw. 

If sections are placed in pure glycerine they swell slowly and assume a 
natural shape and appearance. They can then be mounted in glycerine- jelly. 

This swelling in glycerine should be carried out upon the micro-slide, as the 
swollen sections cannot be readily moved. 

They can be stained with alcoholic stains. Acetic gentian violet is said to 
be best (J. Chalon). 
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DIATOMAOEiB, PBOTOOOOCUS, SOHIZOPHYCE^E (FISSION ALCliE). 

Principal Matebials Used. 

knj e.g., Binniilaria (Navicula) viridis ; fresh. 

Protococcus viridiSf from damp bark of trees ; fresh. Also Emnutococcus 
pluvialis, from water-butt or roof -gutters. 

Azolla caroliniana^ for the Nostoc, Anahccna AsoUm; fresh. Or other 
Nostoc species. 

Oscillaria species, from standing water or wet soil ; fresh. 

Qleocapsa species, from damp walls, rocks, or greenhouse pots or glass ; fresh. 

Principal Eeagents Used; 

Concentrated hydrochloric acid— Concentrated sulphuric acid — 20 per cent, 
chromic acid — Concentrated chromic acid^ — Potassium permanganate— 
Calcined magnesia — Iodine — Chlorzinc iodine. 

Structure of Diatoms.— The Diatomaceae, or Badiiariaceas^ are 
nnicelliilar organisms which form a somewhat isolated group in 
the organic world, showing their chief relationships, however, with 
Besmideae, amongst Algae. The most favourable object upon 
which to study the structure of the Diatomaceae is, perhaps, 
F'vmiularia {Navicula) viridis, a species very common in standing 
and flowing fresh water. It is distinguished amongst fresh- water 
forms by its comparatively large size, and allows in general an 
easy insight into its structural relations. Under the microscope, 
in which we must study them with the strongest objective at our 
command, they appear either in the form of an elongated ellipse, 
or as a rectangle with somewhat rounded angles. In the former 
case, we see them from the side of the valve, test, or frustule 
(Fig. 97, A), in the latter, of the girdle, or union of the valves (Fig. 
97, B). We will call these the valve-side and girdle-side respec- 
tively. On the valve-side, the ceil- wall appears marked with 
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narrow furrows, running from the edges towards, but without 
reaching, the middle (compare the figure). They are now usu- 
ally considered to be chambers in the valve, open towards the 
interior. The central, smooth space, free from the furrows, 
shows at its middle and each end, a strongiy-refractive thicken- 
ing, which we distinguish as a nodule. The two end nodules 
are joined to the median nodule by a line, which bends out 
symmetrically close on either side of the median nodule, and 
ends in a slight enlargement. The end 
nodules are surrounded by the ends of 
the line in the form of a crescent, to 
effect which the line bends out at both 
ends laterally in the same direction as 
at the median nodule. In its course be- 
tween the nodules, the line broadens a 
little. We assume that it is a cleft lead- 
ing into the interior of the cell ; it is the 
raphe. The furrows do not pass across 
the girdle-side (B) ; we see them only 
at the edges of the figure. By focussing 
for the optical section, and careful ex- 
amination of the ends of the cell, we can 
demonstrate the remarkable fact that a 
median strip of the wall is double. Brom 
exhaustive investigation, it is determined 
that there is here an overlapping, box- 
wise, of separated parts of the wall. At the 
edges of the two elliptic wall-segments, 
which we saw in the view of the valve- 
side, portions of membrane adjoin, which 
end with free margins. The wall of this 
cell, therefore, consists of two halves, of 
which the one is inserted inside the other. The structure of this wall 
corresponds throughout to an elliptic box with a cover placed upon 
it. The side walls of the cover are just as high (deep) as those of 
the box, but they are not completely slipped the one into the other. 
If, in our cell, we pass from the optical section to the surface view, 
we can follow the thin edges of the two halves of the ceil 
as delicate lines. The flat, furrowed surfaces of the cell-wail 
we distinguished as valves, their smooth free-ending side- walls 
as girdles ; whence the use of the terms in question to indicate 



Fig. 97. — Pi7i7iulana viri~ 
dis. A , view of the valve-side. 
P, view of the girdle-side (x 
640). 


DIATOMS, 


'257 

the two views. In Pimmlaria it is easy to free the one hall of 
the cell- wall from the other by' pressure or by chemical reagents, 
and, moreover, here and there dead specimens are found in which 
this process has more or less completely taken place. With 
pressure the girdles easily break at some little distance from 
their edge, and along a line parallel with it. These lines, one near 
each edge, and therefore two in girdle-view, are often recognisable, 
and may be thin parts of the girdle. They do not extend to the 
ends of the ceU. 

GeU-contents, — ^The contents of the cell present a somewhat 
different appearance according to whether we have a valve- or 
girdle-view. In the former (Fig. 97, A), a median clear strip 
traverses the cell from end to end ; the colourless cytoplasm of 
the cell is therefore visible. In the mid-length of the ceil it 
appears collected into a bi-concave protoplasmic bridge. In this 
bridge ” lies the nucleus, not always readily visible without the 
use of reagents, and with a comparatively large nucleolus. Bound- 
ing both sides of this clear band, with a tolerably smooth or 
undulating outline, are the brown-coloured chromatophores, the 
ondochrome plates. These lie, therefore, on the girdle-sides. 
In the protoplasmic “ bridge can be seen narrow rodlets, con- 
iiected in pairs, the significance of which is unknown. Lastly, in 
lihe cell-sap He usually, but not always, larger and smaller oil- 
drops, In the girdle- view the cell-body appears uniformly brown, 
because here the chromatophore covers the whole colourless 
lining protoplasmic layer. Only at the two extreme ends of the 
cell does the colourless protoplasm come to view. The chromato- 
phore is uniformly dense and uniformly coloured, without visible 
differentiation. In girdle-view also the central collection of pro- 
toplasm appears to have the form of a bi-concave bridge. 

If we now look over our former preparation of Cladophora, we 
aie pretty certain to find diatoms cHnging to this alga. They 
were fixed and stained at the same time with the alga, and we 
shall see the stained nucleus beautifully in each cell 

Amongst a large number of examples of Finmdaria we may 
here and there find one double. These are sister-cells, which 
have recently resulted from the division of a mother-cell. They 
filing to one another with their valve-sides, and, if the wall is fully 
developed, we can determine that the girdles of the two inner 
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valves are inserted within the two onfcer valves. After division of 
the contents of the mother>cell, these inner halves of the wall are 
developed for each individual. Each cell, therefore, has an older 
and a younger half of its wail, i.e., one valve, the outer one, 
belonged to the mother-cell, and the other, inner valve, is peculiar 
to the present individual ; and further consideration shows that 
the difference of age between the two valves may thus be very 
considerable. 

Movements of Diatoms. — The Pinnularia cells are motile* 
They usually progress in the direction of their long axis, either 
uniformly, or by jerks, also turning off now and then laterally from 
their path. Only those diatoms which are provided with a raphe 
are capable of movement ; to all appearance it is caused by a 
plasmic stream which moves in the raphe. 

Siliceous Skeleton of Diatoms, — We now place a preparation 
of Pinnularia on a plate of mica, and heat it over a gas or spirit 
flame. We then lay the plate of mica, when cold, upon our 
object-slide, and observe the preparation dry, but under a cover- 
glass, with strong magnifying power. We can see that the Pin- 
nularia remain as perfect skeletons. With short heating they 
become somewhat brown, from the carbonised organic substances; 
with longer continued heating they are colourless. Hydrochloric 
acid does not touch them ; they consist of silica, and retain and 
show the finest peculiarities of the cell-wall, which must there- 
fore have been silicified in a high degree. The furrows show in 
this preparation very clearly as dark striae, and they are extremely 
good for studying other structural peculiarities of the wall. 
Especially beautifully visible in valve-view are the clefts, which 
run on both sides from the median nodules to the terminal 
nodules. Their broadening at mid-length is manifest. In the 
girdle- view the edges of the two halves of the cell- wall show 
clearly; moreover, on the overlapping parts are seen two lines 
parallel with one another and with the edges of the valves, which 
do not extend to the ends of the cell. — Elint-skeletons quite as 
beautiful as these are also obtained if we first allow a drop of 
concentrated sulphuric acid to act upon our diatoms, and after 
some time add 20 per cent., and then gradually concentrated 
chromic acid, and finally remove these reagents with water. 
Diatom valves which are poor in silica will neither bear heating 
red-hot, nor this last method of procedure ; they must instead be 
laid for from four to seven days in hydrochloric acid, to which a 
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little chlorate of potash has been added; and it is still adYisable 
after this to lay the material for two days in ammonia, and after- 
wards transfer to nitric acid. 

A very simple method of preparation, by ’which the cell- 
contents of the diatoms are dissolved, and good valves as a ride 
obtained, is treatment by potassium permanganate. Crystals of 
this salt are added to the fresh diatomaceous material, in the 
proportions of about 1 part of the salt to 10 parts water, and 
the mixture exposed in an evaporating dish of about 100 e.c. 
capacity either on the hot plate of an oven or in the sun, and from 
time to time stirred. The vessel is then half-filled with water 
■and about 50 eg. calcined magnesia is stirred in. After from 
two to three hours about 1 ec, hydrochloric acid is poured 
in each ten minutes, the operation being complete when the 
contents of the vessel are decolorised. 

The richest diatom- gatherings can be made in spring and 
autumn. Eusty-looking and yellow-brown slimy coatings upon 
earth and stones, in relatively clear standing and flowing waters, 
in mili-sluioes, and on mill-wheels, indicate diatoms. They cling 
to water-plants, and a compact turf of moss upon damp rocks will 
■conceal them in great numbers. 

On account of the often exceedingly delicate and regular 
structural relations of their ceil- walls, diatoms are much used as 
test objects, in guaging the quality of the more powerful micro- 
scopic objectives. Especially used are the valves of Bleurosigma 
angulatum^ which, with sufl&ciently strong magnification, show 
regularly-arranged hexagons. 

Protococcus viridis. — In order to become acquainted with one 
•of the simplest possible forms of the unicellular green algae we 
will examine a Protococcus, To this group belong in the main 
all the green incrustations which are found on the stems of trees, 
damp boards (e.y., wood palings, etc.), walls, and other similar 
places ; but we must note that it is quite uncertain whether our 
Protococcus is an independent species, or is to be considered as 
a stage in the development of another alga. The form (Fig. 98) 
which we take from an old tree trunk comes under the name 
ProtoGOCcus viridis {Pleurococciis vulgaris). We examine it with 
;a strong magnifying power, and find it composed of globular cells, 
isolated or united into small groups (Fig. 98, A to F), The 
contents of the cells are bright green, but the whole protoplasm 
is not uniformly coloured, for, as sufficiently strong magnification 
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shows, a number of chromatophores are present, which, in 
lateral contact, occupy the exterior of the cell-contents. Where 

their contact is not com- 
plete, the colourless 
embedding protoplasm 
comes into view. More 
or less in the middle of 
the cell, but not usually 
visible without the help 
of reagents, lies the 
nucleus, with its nuc- 
leolus i The cells have 
a thin wall, which stains 
violet with chlorzinc 

Fig. 98 . — Protococcm mHdis, after treatment with . 
potassium-iodide-iodine. In D the cells on the lett iodine. Numerous cells 
have just divided (x 640). are usually in course 

of bipartition by means of a partition wall, which cuts the spheri- 
cal cell into halves (Fig. 98, D). The divisions of adjoining 
cells take place in planes either parallel or cutting one another 
at right angles. The daughter-cells, becoming rounded of, soozi 
pass out of union with one another (0, F) ; they may remain for 
some time clinging together, or else become at once separated. 
If the cells are treated with- potassium-iodide-iodine, the nuclei 
show up clearly (our figures were sketched from such prepara- 
tions). In each nucleus the nucleolus is then clearly visible. In 
the cells which have just arisen by division, the nuclei lie against 
the young partition wall (D). The iodine solution shows small 
starch grains in the chromatophores, but no pyrenoids. 

We have said that this alga is by some considered to be only 
a stage in the life history of some higher form, probably one of 
the Volvocinese. If some of this material is placed in water and 
exposed to the light, some of the cells will enter upon another 
phase of their existence, becoming motile by means of cilia. 
More suitable for microscopical study, however, is another form 
of Protococcm, commonly known as Protococous (or HcBmatococ- 
cus) plmialis. This Protococcus is found very widely distributed 
in rain-water, in the mud at the bottom of open water-butts, in 
roof -gutters, etc. 

Structure of Nostoc. — The irregular, folded or lobed, olive-green 
masses of jelly, sometimes found on damp paths, appertain to one 
of the Fission Algae, or Gyanophyceae (Schizophyceae) known as 
Nostoc ciniflonum, Toumf. (JV. commune, Vauch). Other species. 
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forming- smaller, often very small, jelly-masses are freqiieoii. hi 
damp places or in water, or living endophyticaily, in associritioo 
(possibly symbiotic) with other plants, such as the roots of Oycaiis, 
in hollows of certain Liverworts, in the small greenhouse floating 
aquatic plant Azolla caroUniana and the duck- weeds (Lemna), and 
in true symbiosis in the case of some Lichens such as Collema; 
If a small portion of such a mass of jelly be placed under the 
microscope we find it traversed hither and thither by twisted and 
coiled neoklace-like threads of small cells (see Eig. 99, Ambma 
Azollce, endophytic in Azolla caroUniana), The globular or barrel- 
shaped cells of which the thread is composed, enclose very minute 
verdigris-green ehromatophores, so closely placed together in the 
neighbourhood of the cell-v^all that the living layer of cytoplasm 
appears to be uniformly coloured ; and also show small rounded 
bodies which can be distinguished as cyanophycin grains, oil 
drops, glycogen and vacuoles. The interior of the cell sho\vs the 
so-called central body, which by many is considered to be of 
the nature of a nucleus. It differs from the nucleus of the 
higher plants in the want of clear delimitation from the sur- 
rounding cytoplasm, and the absence of nucieoluiar bodies ; when 
in division, however, it shows structures which are suggestive 
of the mitotic figures'’ of typical nuclei (see Chapter XXXII.).i 
Many cells will be found in division. These 
are longer, and show a shallow median constric- 
tion (Fig. 99, a, 6). To this annular constriction 
succeeds the formation, progressively from with- 
out inwards, of a division wail (c). The ceil- wails 
are very delicate. A colourless homogeneous 
jelly arises from the progressive swelling of the 
outer layers, and in this jelly the threads lie em- 
bedded ; it is more or less completely wanting, 
however, in many endophytic forms. Here and 
there in the threads will be seen single larger, 
globular cells (h\ which have a thicker cell- wall, 
appear yellowish or brownish in colour, and have 
very reduced homogeneous contents. ■ These are 

the so-called heterocvsts, which are incapable of cessive stages in the 
jj ,, division of vegetative 

division and of unknown tunction. At the points cells ; A, a limited cell, 

of attachment to the adjoining ceils the heterocyst ^eteroeyst ( x 540). 

shows small projecting bosses. Chitin has been shown to be present 

in the membrane of the Cyanophyceae, excepting in the heteroeysts. 

1 See Wager, Froc, 1903, p. 401. 



Fra. 99 . — AifwiheBna 
Azollce. a d, sue- 
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Oscillana.—ln examining any terrestrial form of YaucUria, par- 
ticularly that collected from flower-pots, we meet with Oscillarm, 

^ likewise belonging to 

the Schizophyta (splitting 
plants), in closest affinity 
to the Nostocaeeae. They 
are found, moreoyer, 
almost everywhere in 
standing water, on muddy 
ground, etc. Their pre- 
sence is often betrayed 
by an unpleasant muddy 
smell. Cultivated in ves- 
sels, they creep in part to 
the walls of this, over the 

^ ^ . surface of the water. They 

Fia. 100.— Oscillaria. princess ; is, OscfiUarm , • i , 

FroelichU ; a, ends of the threads ; 6, piece from the are nearly straight, or may 
middle of the thread ; cells in division ; in o, , even coiled threads 

the granules especially collected against the partition r 

walls ; in .4, c is a dead cell between two living ones, coloured from blue-green, 
The seo-ment A, & is after fixing in chromic acid, and . 

staining with methy;lblue.cosin ; the other segments verdigris - green, olive- 
are from living specimens {A x 1080, B x 540). green to brown ; can, 

however, be colourless, and are often distinguished by active 
motility. The threads are free, or enclosed in a gelatinous sheath. 
They can be inserted individually, or in numbers, in such a sheath. 
The sheaths arise from the gelatinous outer layers of the membrane 
of the threads ; where these layers become diffluent, the sheaths 
are wanting. The threads are divided by cross partition walls into 
short disk-like cells. The partition walls in some species can be 
seen very easily, in others with great difficulty. The cell-contents 
are in general agreement with those of Nostoc. 

It matters nothing what species is used for examination, but the 
thicker forms, with more distinct partition walls, have the preference 
(see Eg. 100). With suitable treatment, the central body can be 
quickly made recognisable. Erst wash the threads in water to free 
them from impurities ; then transfer them to 1 per cent, chromic 
acid, in which they should be left for 6 minutes. Again wash in 
water, and leave for about 3 minutes in a concentrated watery 
solution of 4 parts methyl blue and 1 part eosin. After rinsing in 
water the threads can be examined in water. We can also allow 
the threads to dry upon a micro-slide, and after they are completely 
air-dry can put a drop of Canada balsam upon them, and thus 
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make thoronghly useful permaiient preparations. An Oscillaria 
thread, thus fixed and stained, is shown in Fig, 100, A, a Tlie 
central bodies are stained blue, the cytoplasm is rose-red. In- 
dividual cells (t, t) are in course of division ; they show the centra! 
body dividing, and the ceil- wail intruding between the halves. 

Movements of Oscillaria.— The phenomena of movement, as we 
must have noticed from the very beginning of our observation of 
the Osciilarise, are very interesting ; and with a sulficiently strong 
power we shall be able to study the phenomena best in the thicker 
forms, with bent end and distinct granules. We then determine 
that with the movement of the thread is combined a slow” rotation 
on its axis. Simultaneously the thread shows irregular flexions, or 
nutations, which are the expression of differences in the rate 
of growth on its different sides. These flexions usually take place 
slowly ; but violent movements can be induced when the flexion 
is stopped by some obstacle, and, by overcoming this, the tension 
is suddenly relieved. The Oscillaria- threads move now^ forwards, 
now backwards. The movements can only take place when the 
threads are in contact with some other object. The straight 
threads move like those which are bent ; in these latter the 
phenomenon is, however, especially striking, and at once visible, 
while in the straight threads it is necessary to fix the attention 
upon individual granules, in order to demonstrate a rotation of the 
thread on its axis. 

Structure of Glmcapsa, — To the same class of organisms as 
the Nostocacese and the Oscillarim belong the still more simply 
constructed Chroococcaceas, which we will study upon one of the 
widely-distributed species of Glosocapsa. We choose G. polyder- 
matica'^ (Fig. 101), growing upon damp walls or rocks, recognisable 
as a dirty-green to olive-green gelatinous layer. Under the 
microscope we find a gelatinous envelope divided by delicate 
walls, showing lamination; and within it uniformly-coloured cells, 
more or less clearly granular, and with central body. By these 
peculiarities of their cell-body the Ohrocoocaceas are distinguished 
from ProtococcacesB and especially Palmellacese, which in many 
forms very strongly resemble them, but which have a nucleus, 
and chromatophores, separated from the rest of the protoplasmic 
body. 

^More readily obtainable, and very similar, is G. caldariorum, a species 
growing commonly on the walls, flower-pots and glass, etc., in conservatories 
and greenhouses. — [E d.] 
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Fig. 101. — Glosocapsa polyder- 
onatica. In A, at the commence- 
ment of division ; in to the left, 
shortly after division (x 540), 


In Glmocapsa polydermaticch the cells which have arisen from 
quite recent division are quite globular (Fig. 101, C). They then 
begin to grow in length and become elliptic. They then show a 
slight hour-glass-like constriction (J.) in mid-length, after which a 
delicate partition wall becomes visible at this place, simultaneously 
with the formation of which the young cells form a delicate wall 

over the rest of their surface. The 
daughter-cells now round off, and on 
both arises a relatively thick gelatinous 
layer, by w^hioh they become separated 
from one another. Thin cell- walls 
and thicker gelatinous layers thus 
alternate with one another, and a con- 
siderable number of generations are 
therefore combined by the gelatinous 
envelopes into a single cell-family or 
colony. By rupture of the outer en- 
velopes the families fall apart. With 
careful examination we can in general determine that the number 
of the thin cell- walls, which their stronger refractiveness has made) 
visible, does not correspond with the number of cell- generations 
enclosed within. Usually, it is true, the formation of one such 
cell-wall follows the division of the cell-contents ; nevertheless, 
two or more such cell- walls can be intercalated in the gelatinous 
wall between two stages of division. An isolated cell is occasion- 
ally found, and then is usually surrounded by a considerable 
number of gelatinous envelopes (Fig. 101, A). In such cases the 
cell-division is discontinued, not the thickening of the wall. 

NOTE ON THE OULTUBE OF ALOM, 

In a short paper in Annals of Botany, v. TS, p. 563 (1899), Marshall Ward 
gives various methods for cultivating and isolating such simple Algm as 
Oscillaria, PaZweiZa, some Protoeocooidese. The description does not lend 
itself to further condensation, and the paper should be referred to. 

mTF PJROTOCOGCUS VIBIBIS {PLEUBOOOGCUS VULGAEIS), 

(p. 260). 

The incrustation formed by this plant is usually on the windward side. 
According to Ohodat {Annals of Botany, xi., p. 115), the chloroplast is a 
single deeply lobed parietal plate, which contains a prominent pyrenoid ; and 
this view is confirmed by Gr..S* West (Brit Fresh Water Algce, 1904, p. 203). 
In moist places, short filaments of cells are sometimes produced which exhibit 
a simple type of brafiehing; they frequently radiate from a few central cells 
of an angular or more or less parenchymatous form. This condition is 
readily produced in cultures, and can be described as protoderma stage. 


CHAPTER XXI. 


SCHIZOMYCETBS ^ (BACTEBIA)-^SACCHAROMYCES (YEAST). 
Peincipai. Matbeials Used. 

Spontaneous cultures of various Bacteria in infusion of lettuce (or otber) 
leaves, and of peas, and on discs of boiled carrot, turnip and potato. 

Fur of teeth. 

Water with decaying Conferva ; or filtered infusion of peadluur, decom- 
posing ; for S;piroch(Bte. 

Hay-infusion ; for Bacillus subtilis. 

Decaying peas or beans for Bacterium Termo, 

Brewer's Yeast (barm). 

Many special materials and appliances may be used, for which see text. 

Peincipaii Reagents Used. 

Indian ink— Iodine — 3 per cent, potash — A stain, such as methyl violet, 
gentian violet, fuchsin, or methylene blue — Ehrlich’s aniline-water- 
fuchsin and methylene blue — Many special reagents and stains are 
used, and will be found described in the text. 

Let us now turn our attention to examples of the group of 
smallest known organisms, the Bacteria, in order to obtain some 
general information as to the forms they may assume. The great 
importance which has in recent times been attached to these 
organisms, as playing an active part in many important indus- 
tries, but especially as a means of transmission of infectious 
diseases, has resulted in an enormous expansion of their study. 
Bacteriology has become a special branch of botanical and medi- 
cal science, and is treated in numerous comprehensive treatises.- 

^Segmenting, splitting or fission-fungi. As a convenient term for an 
individual, not implying any special kind, I use the word “ bacteriad’',-— [En.] 
- An exceptionally valuable example of the scientific method of treating 
a bacteriological problem is found in H. Marshall Ward, ** The Gingor-beer 
Plant, and the organisms composing it; a contribution to the study of 
Fermentation- Yeasts and Bacteria”; Bhil. Trans.^ 1892 B, pp. 125--197, and 
Plates 11-16.— [Ed.] 
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These concern themselves chiefly with the microscopical distinc- 
tion of bacteria by means of stains, with pnre cultures of them, 
and with their pathological action. - Those who wush to undertake 
special bacteriological studies should turn to these works ; in this 
chapter our intention is merely to introduce the beginner to the 
study of bacteria, to make known to him the botanical side of the 
problem, to teach him some of the most important methods of 
staining, and to give him an insight into the technics of pure 
culture. 

General Notions . — We will first of all fix our attention upon 
certain universally-distributed bacterial forms, in order to obtain 
some generalised information about the group. We shall not 
endeavour at first to study any particular species ; we will rather 
leave to accident what form may be at our disposal. 

We boil some green leaves, say of the lettuce, in a Florence 
flask, and leave it standing open at a comparatively high tc mpera- 
ture. Into another flask, with a little water, we place some 
peas, killed by steeping in boiling water. At the same time 
we prepare disks of boiled carrot, turnip and potato, on watch- 
glasses or object-slides, and place them about in warm, moderately 
moist, places, some free, others covered with glass bell-jars. 
Upon the infusion of leaves, after two days (or longer if the 
situation is cooler), a skin may have been formed, which we 
wiU call the pellicle. On the different vegetable disks we 
see small whitish, rarely coloured, spots of gelatinous substance 
appear, enlarge, fuse together ; on the potato disks these struc- 
tures mostly take the form of a white, later on grey, and ulti- 
mately brown, wrinkled skin. — We bring a trace of any one of 
these spots of jelly into a drop of distilled water on an object-slide. 
This is best effected by means of a bit of platinum wire, fused 
into a glass-rod for a handle, and the free end of which is curved 
round into a small loop. Before use this must be heated red 
hot in a spirit flame, and used immediately -when cold, in order 
to prevent the inclusion of other bacteria which may be about. 
Cover the drop with a very thin cover-glass, and examine it 
with the strongest possible magnification ; we find an enormous 
number of exceedingly minute bodies, appearing almost dot-like, 
embedded in the jelly. These bodies show a necklace-like 
arrangement ; but we also find them singly, or in pairs, or 
united in large numbers into a string. Embedded in the jelly, 
then, we have the Coccus-form of some kind of bacteriad. If 
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we .wish to, define the outer limits of the , Jelly/ which, in its 
refractive relations, differs only little from water, we can readily 
do so with the aid of Indian ink. The ink must be of good 
quality, and should be ground down very carefully in water. 
A drop of this ink can be placed upon the object-slide, gc?Ia- 
tinous mass which is to be investigated placed upon a cover-glass, 
and the cover-glass then laid upon the drop. In this way the 
particles of ink are prevented from passing between the jelly and 
the cover-glass. The limits of the jelly are now sharply defined, 
on account of the surrounding fluid being filled with fine particles 
of ink — which exert no injurious influence on the object. Such 
masses of bacteria, embedded in jelly, are distinguished as zoo- 
gloea, or the zoogloea stage of the bacteriad. The jelly arises 
from the swollen membranes of the bacteria, and in a number of 
forms carbohydrates have been determined in it. — It is quite 
possible that the jelly taken into observation does not contain 
these round “ cocci,” but shorter or longer rodlets (compare Eigs. 
102 and 104 A). The longer rodlets can be identified as composed 
Df shorter segments, which stand out very clearly if we add iodine 
solution to the preparation. The segments now appear much 
shorter than when in the fresh state, and partition walls are 
shown which formerly were invisible. Such figures enable us 
io form an opinion as to their mode pf multiplication ; this takes 
ij)lace by successive bipartition or fission, and the method has given 
i ]0 bacteria the name of fission-fungi or Schizomycetes. The divi- 
■dons follow one another in the same direction, approximately at 
like distances, and at right angles to the long axis of the organ- 
ism. Only in a few cases, c.y., the Sarcina of the stomach, do 
divisions take place at right angles with one another. 

The contents of the bacterial cells show a protoplasmic lining 
layer and a vacuole, which in the elongated forms is broken up 
by protoplasmic partitions or diaphragms. In the lining layer are 
one or many small bodies which by their relations with stains are 
recognised as chromatin grains. Some consider these to be of the 
nature of a distributed nucleus. The presence of a single central 
nucleus has been stated ; but undoubted nuclear division (Karyo» 
kinesis) has not been seen, so that the presence of nuclei cannot 
yet (1906) be asserted. 

The protoplasm of the living bacterial cell is in general colour- 
less ; only in a very few cases does it show a green colour from 
chlorophyll {Bacillus viridis)^ or bright red {Beggiatoa roseo-])BTsi- 
cina)^ etc. With macroscopic observation, on the other hand. 
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the bacterial masses often show definite colour, grey, yellowish 
and eyen stronger colours. These colours are usually, if not 
exclusively, confined to the membrane, and often serve for the 
macroscopic distinction of the species. It is quite possible that 
upon our vegetable disks such a strongly-coloured form may 
appear ; for example Micrococcus j[^rodigiosus—\QQ\m.g like drops 
of blood. 

Some bacteria are distinguished by the formation of an amy- 
loid in their body, either in the stages preceding spore-formation 
(as Bacillus Amylohacter), or independently of spore-formation 
(BiS Bacterium Pas tor ianum, and, occasionally, Bacillus huccalis) ; 
and after addition of iodine solution either the entire mass, or to 
the exclusion of definite cross-zones, stains blue to violet. 

Certain bacteria, known collectively as sulphur bacteria,’* 
contain sulphur granules of viscous consistence in their interior; 
others show iron-oxide deposits in their envelope, and are distin- 
guished as “iron bacteria”. The iron-oxide deposits give to the 
iron bacteria a brownish colour. 

In the pellicle which comes upon the surface of the leaf-infusion 
we have also a form of Zoogloea (cf. Fig. 104 A)] in it the cell- 
rows are held together by jelly. This pellicle is traversed by deli- 
cate, undulating, more or less parallel threads, formed of cocci or, 
usually, of rodlets. Here also the segmentation of the cocci or 
rodlets shows up specially clearly after the addition of iodine 
solution. In a preparation taken from this culture we often see 
the swarming stage of development ; but such can be obtained 
with certainty in water in which peas have been soaked for one or 
two days. We see then the bacteria in question in dancing move- 
ment, hurrying about, now forwards, now backwards, in various 
directions. Extremely fine cilia have been distinguished upon 
•swarming bacteria, and it is supposed that the movement is 
brought about by their means (see Fig. 105). 

In exhausted nutrient substrata changes of form and contents 
*of the bacteria not infrequently come. These are considered to be 
pathological or diseased conditions, prior to death, and the forms 
showing then are distinguished as Involution forms ” (Nageli). 

If we now examine the pellicle of a leaf-infusion, such as above, 
which has already stood for several days, we shall perhaps find 
the rodlets or threads in spore-formation (Fig. 104 0), The con- 
tents of the cells have collected at individual points, not more than 
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one in each cell, and form rounded or elliptic strongly refractive 
bodies, which appear as dark granules, and represent resting- 
spores. These persist, while the emptied membranes of the rod- 
lets ultimately are decomposed. In material from other cultures 
we shall quite as commonly find rodlets which form the resting- 
spore at one of their ends, and hence take the appearance of a pin 
or tadpole. Many bacteria form these end-spores quite regularly, 
while others again are characterised by swollen spindle-formecl 
spores in their centre. 

Those bacteria which form spores in the interior of their 
cells are collected together as endosporous bacteria *, while in 
arthrosporous bacteria entire cells take on the character of 
spores. These latter remain, while the rest of the cells perish. 
This conduct holds good in general for those bacteria which at the 
;ime of spore-formation consist of spherical members; while the^ 
jspore-forming rods and threads are especially endosporous. Endo- 
sporous spore-formation is, indeed, essentially confined to the 
iifodlet-bacteria ; only in individual cases can it be also observed 
in the spirally-twisted Spirillum. In very numerous bacterial 
items spore-formation cannot in general be found. The arthro- 
nporously-developed spores must not be looked upon as quite 
equivalent to those produced endosporously, but rather as only 
a resting state of the bacteria in question. 

It is now certain that bacteria have only a very simple cycle of 
development. The polymorphism (or pleomorphism) which was 
formerly asserted to exist does not, as more recent researches show, 
occur even in the most highly-differentiated sulphur and iron 
bacteria — those in which distinction between apex and base is 
shown. 

General Beactions . — ^In fluid substances which one examines 
for bacteria, granulations of various kinds may render observation 
more difficult, and give rise to false impressions. W endeavour, 
therefore, in the first place, to obtain as much information as pos- 
sible from the fresh objects, and then, before having recourse to 
stains, call in the aid of certain reagents. Though we can use 
these direct, upon the fresh moist preparations, it is usually prefer- 
able to first dry them. To effect this, spread a little of the fluid 
uniformly upon a cover-glass, in the thinnest possible layer, by 
means of the sterilised looped platinum wire already referred to ; 
or upon this cover-glass thus prepared another can be laid, so that 
the material is spread out between them, and the two separated. 
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by fingers or forceps, each being covered with a very thin film of 
the material. The cover-glasses should remain in a chamber free 
of dust until they are completely air-dry. 

Bacteria show themselves to be very resistant to water, alcohol, 
ether, dilute mineral acids, acetic acid and weak alkalies, and we 
can proceed to test them with these reagents. We make use of 
50 per cent, acetic acid, or 12 per cent, sulphuric acid, or, better 
still, 3 per cent, potash. In this last the preparation becomes at 
once as transparent as necessary, the bacteria usually standing out 
quite sharply ; and, by swelling, their bulk is so far enlarged that 
a less strong magnification is made useable. Since large masses 
of oil, should they be in the preparation, injure observation very 
greatly, we should take care to remove them. This can be effected 
either by warming the dry preparation, covered with a drop of 
potash over a spirit flame, until bubbles begin to be formed, by 
which means the fat is saponified; or the dry preparation can be 
treated for a few minutes in a watch-glass with chloroform, and 
then with absolute alcohol, and after the evaporation of this latter 
the potash applied. 

An exception to this capacity for resistance possessed by 
bacteria is afforded, amongst others, by {S^irochate] 

Ohermeieri, the spirillum of intermittent fever, and some other 
Spirillum, which are destroyed by these reagents. We can, 
however, in general decide that regularly-formed bodies, which 
resist the action of alcohol and ether, the acetic acid and potash 
tests (even with warming, as above), can be considered as bac- 
teria ; although in certain cases deception by specially resistant 
and regular granulations is not entirely excluded from the range 
of possibilities. 

Stainmg Methods , — -Their staining properties are also of value 
in the determination of bacteria. It is true that other minute 
bacteria-like bodies can take up stains, and some bacteria will not 
stain at once, so that here also in some circumstances caution is 
necessary. Specially used are the so-called basic aniline colours, 
.and above aU methyl violet, gentian violet, methylene blue, 
fuchsin, Bismarck brown and Vesuvin, are used for the stain- 
ing of bacteria. The bacteria not only take up these stains eagerly, 
but retain them very energetically, far more energetically than 
they are at the same time retained by the neighbouring tissue 
elements in the preparation, if the bacteria are stained in situ. 

' These stains are used in saturated watery solutions, which must 
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be either freshly prepared or at least freshly filtered, or in dilute 
aicoholic solutions. In order to prepare these latter we make 
saturated alcoholic solutions of the stains, preferably in drop- 
bottles, and add them drop by drop to a considerable bulk of 
distilled water, which should be at least tenfold that of the 
alcoholic solution. Watery methyl violet, gentian violet, or 
fiichsin solution must always be freshly prepared, while dilute 
methylene-blue solution keeps. Bismarck brown or Vesuvin 
changes in alcohol, and must therefore be kept in a watery solu- 
tion, but must always be filtered before use ; but the other stains 
are to be preferred to them. The bacteria in a fluid medium, are 
spread out on a cover-glass, in the thinnest possible layer, and 
allowed to dry, exactly as is described above, at room temperature 
and protected from dust. If the fluid contains albuminous bodies 
or mucilage, these, after complete drying of the preparation, must 
be fixed, which can be effected either by laying the cover-glass for 
several days in absolute alcohol, or at once by high temperature. 
This latter method, which is very rapid and convenient, can be 
carried out by holding the dried cover- glass by means of forceps 
(best of all the flat-ended, bent forceps with crossed legs, so as 
to open with pressure, and known as '' cover-glass forceps and 
passing it about three times moderately quickly through the flame 
of a Bunsen burner, or a strong spirit-lamp flame, the bacteria- 
-covered side being held upwards. Too long action of the flame 
injures the staining properties of the bacteria, so that it is desir- 
able not to too greatly prolong it. The preparation is stained by 
spreading upon the cover-glass, prepared in this kind of way 
(and which must in all cases be air-dry), some drops of the stain, 
and allowing it to act for a few seconds, though in some cases 
up to five minutes is necessary. With bacteria which take the 
stain badly, warming the staining fluid is an assistance. For this 
we hold the cover-glass in the flame with the staining solution 
upon it, till the fluid begins to steam. After staining, the cover- 
glass is rinsed in distilled water, its clear side dried with a linen 
rag, and the preparation may then be at once examined in water ; 
or, after rinsing, and drying the clear side, the preparation may be 
dried at room temperature, cleared by means of a drop of turpen- 
tine, xylol, oil of cedar, or oil of bergamot placed upon it, and 
examined in this. If the bacteria are found to be overstained, a 
part of the colour can be removed if absolute alcohol is allowed to 
act upon it for a sufficient time. The same result can be attained 
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if oil of cloves is used for clearing, for this extracts the coiouring 
matter, more or less completely, according to the time during which 
action is permitted. For the same purpose it has also been recom- 
mended to immerse the preparation (after rinsing in water) for 
one second in 0*5 per cent, acetic acid. Overstained preparations, 
from which a portion of the colour has been removed, often give 
the most beautiful figures. If it is to be kept, the clearing fluid 
■ should be removed by blotting-paper, and the preparation mounted 
preferably in Canada balsam. The Canada balsam should, how- 
every be dissolved in xylol or in turpentine, not in chloroform, since 
this latter extracts these basic aniline colours ; and for the same 
reason the Canada balsam must not be used warm. For per- 
manent preparations a little overstaining is no disadvantage, since 
in Canada balsam the depth of the colour in time diminishes. If 
the preparation should ever be used with a homogeneous immer- 
sion lens, we must take care that the Canada balsam does not 
extend from under the edge of the cover-glass, since it is soluble 
in the immersion oil, and the entire cover- glass may thus be fouled. 
To prevent this the edge of the cover- glass can, after the Canada 
balsam is set, be covered with a narrow band of gold-size, which 
is insoluble in the immersion oil. This is done with a fine camel- 
hair brush, care being taken that the gold-size does not extend 
further than necessary over the cover-glass. Preparations stained 
in Bismarck brown or Vesuvin retain their colour also in glycerine, 
and can therefore be preserved in it. The closing of the edge of 
the cover-glass is then effected by means of Canada balsam dis- 
solved in chloroform, and after some days or weeks, as convenient, 
the balsam can be covered with the band of gold-size as above. 
These latter stained preparations can also be embedded in glycerine- 
jelly, and then need no further closing. 

If material in spore-formation has appeared in our culture, 
we may perhaps have noted in our attempts at staining that the 
spores remain unstained. This arises from our manipulations thus 
far not having led to the death of the spores, so that they do not 
absorb the stain. But if we pass the air-dry cover-glass prepara- 
tion sufficiently often through the flame, say eight to ten times, 
the spores afterwards stain ; but at the same time the other 
parts of the spore-forming bacteria, as well as those not fructifying, 
and also the cytoplasm and nuclei of any tissue elements in the 
preparation, lose more or less completely their capacity for stain- 
ing. The same effect is produced if we allow the air-dry cover- 
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^;lass preparation to remain for a quarter to half an hour in a dr\' 
chamber at 180'* to 200° G. In order to obtain simultaneou?;!}' 
beaiitiM spore-staining, and also staining of the rest of the boch' 
of the bacteria, we can best use Ehrlich’s aniline-water fiichsin 
method. This reagent is prepared by first shaking up purified 
aniline oil in excess with distilled water for about one minute. 
We can use about 5 c.c. aniline oil in 100 c.c. water. Let this stand 
for about five minutes, and then filter through a filter which has 
been previously damped with distilled water. The filtrate must 
be as clear as water, and it is recommended that it should always 
be freshly prepared. We then add to it an alcoholic solution o\ 
fuchsin until the fluid begins to become distinctly opalescent. 
The dried cover-glass preparation, after passing the suggested 
three times through the flame, is allowed to float for an hoiu* upon 
this aniline- water-fuchsin solution, made hot. The spores and 
the protoplasm of the bacteria are then uniformly stained. It is 
recommended, however, to now pick out the spores from the 
cytoplasm by means of double staining ; for which purpose, after 
use of the aniiine-water-fuchsin, as above, a watery or dilute 
alcoholic solution of methylene blue is specially suited. This 
double staining is most certain if the superfluous aniline-water- 
fuehsin is removed by laying the preparation for a few seconds or 
minutes in absolute alcohol, or even in alcohol feebly acidulated 
with hydrochloric acid (J per cent.), and the methylene blue then 
used. In many cases instead of alcohol or acidulated alcohol 
dilute mineral acids must be used in order to obtain quite sharp 
figures. A successful double-staining with aniiine-water-fuchsin 
and methlylene blue shows the spores stained red, the rest of the 
bacterial body more or less dark blue. Instead of the aniline- 
water method, quite the same results follow the use of Ziehl’s 
carbolie-fuchsin solution for spore staining. The solution is pre- 
pared by dissolving 1 part fuchsin in 100 parts 5 per cent, carbolic 
acid and 10 parts alcohol. Both solutions, Ehrlich’s and Ziehl’s, 
but especially the former, enjoy a very wide use for bacterial 
staining in general. Ehrlich’s solution can also be prepared with 
gentian violet or with methyl violet, instead of with fuchsin. 
It only keeps for at the most a few days, and should in general 
not be used till twenty-four hours after preparation ; Ziehi’s 
solution on the other hand keeps. The staining capacity of 
Ehrlich’s solution is heightened if to 100 c.c. of the saturated 
aniline water 1 c.c. of a 1 per cent, solution of causflc soda is 

18 
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added, and afterwards, instead of an alcoholic solution of fuchsin, 
4 to o grams of the solid dye, whether fuchsin, methyl violet, 
or methylene blue, is added, and the solution thoroughly shaken. 

Staining in the Tissues , — Only in the most exceptional cases 
can it be recommended to examine sections from fresh tissues 
for bacteria. It is much more advantageous, and usually indeed 
necessary, to previously harden such tissues. For this hardening 
absolute alcohol is best, since the use of other hardening media 
makes the success of the subsequent staining less certain. Pieces 
of tissue to be hardened in alcohol should not be larger than a 
hazel-nut, and should lie for at least three days in a relatively 
large quantity of absolute alcohol or strongest methylated spirits. 
Not all bacteria can be equally readily stained. ' Staining, how- 
ever, almost invariably results from the use of a strong alkaline 
-solution of methylene blue, which may be considered the best all- 
round stain for bacteria. This solution is prepared if 30 c.c. con- 
.centrated alcoholic solution of methylene blue is added to 100 c.c. 
potash solution of strength 1 : 1000 ; it does not keep long. Stain- 
ing is completed in a few minutes, and the sections are then 
washed in 0*5 per cent, acetic acid, dehydrated in alcohol, cleared 
in oil of cedar, and preserved in Canada balsam. 

If it is desired to have only certain bacteria in the section 
■stained, the rest, as well as the tissue, can be decolorised. In 
general the bacteria resist decolorising better than the tissue 
elements, but show, on the other hand, varying degrees of tena- 
city in colour-retention. For such ‘^isolation,’* that is, the staining 
of particular bacteria. Gram’s method is most commonly used. 
This is specially noteworthy for the fact that it brings about the 
decolorising of the nuclei in the cell-tissues without altering the 
colour of most bacteria. The sections are first stained with 
aniline-water-methyl-violet, or aniline-water-fuchsin, freshly pre- 
pared exactly as described above, i,e.f 5 c.c. pure aniline oil added 
to about 100 c.c. distilled water, thoroughly shaken, and filtered 
through a previously-damped filter. To this clear aniline water 
11 c.c. of a concentrated alcoholic solution of methyl violet (better 
than the gentian violet which was at first recommended) are 
added, it is again filtered through a damped filter, and finally 10 
c.c. absolute alcohol added. This solution keeps for about a 
fortnight. Sections stained with this fluid are transferred either 
direct, or after slight rinsing in alcohol, to an iodine solution 
which contains 2 parts potassium iodide and 1 part iodine to 300 


STAINING METHODS. 


275 


parts distilled water. There they should remain from one to three 
minutes. As a result of the precipitation from the iodine solu- 
tion the sections are dark purple. After transfer to alcohol th>.- 
sections are decolorised ; then they are placed in oil of cloves, and 
r.hen in Canada balsam. — Somewhat of a modification of Gram’s 
method, known as the Gram-Giinther method, is now specially 
used. For decolorising, not only alcohol but also 3 per cent, 
hydrochloric acid alcohol is used. The sections, treated with 
iodine, are placed for half a minute in alcohol, about ten seconds 
in 3 per cent, hydrochloric acid alcohol, for several minutes again 
in fresh alcohol, and repeatedly in further quantities of clean 
alcohol till the maximum of decolorisation ; ^’itiniateiy, when no 
more colour comes out of the section, place it m xylol, and thenci 
in Canada balsam dissolved in xylol. Certain bacteria, as well as 
the cell-nucleus will be deprived of their colour by this process. 
The staining relations in such a case can therefore serve for the 
distinguishing of bacteria by a kind of “ differential diagnosis 
Gram’s method has also been found of use for cover-glass pre- 
parations. 

In searching for bacteria in tissues, after staining, Abbe’s sub- 
stage condenser (or illuminating apparatus) can be used with 
great advantage, and in a quite special fashion. After focussing 
the preparation, the iris diaphragm is opened quite wide, so that 
the object is flooded by a cone of illumination of the full aperture 
of the objective. All unstained structures now disappear more or 
less completely, while the stained light-absorbing bodies remain 
visible. We may call this ‘‘isolation of the coloured image”. 
Approximately similar effects are obtained with other substage 
condensers. 

After these generalised considerations we will endeavour to 
study more closely the morphological characteristics of certain 
definite bacteria which are not diiSGicult to procure. 

Bacteria in the of Teeth — We draw first upon a source 

which provides for us simultaneously pretty well all the charac- 
teristic bacterial forms — the white “ fur” of the teeth. Numerous 
species of bacteria dwell therein, and we can reckon almost with 
certainty to obtain therefrom spherical bacteria, g:odlets, threads 
and spirals (Fig. 102). If a small quantity of is diffused 

in a drop of water, and examined with the highefe^ossible power, 
we first see thicker threads in parallel bundles, aM thinner ones 
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interwoven with them. After addition of iodine solution the 
thicker threads are coloured bluish^ violet, the thinner ones yellow. 

ff The threads coloured blue 

A . g . violet (by reason of their amy- 

i\ fl // /M loid contents) are distinguished 

V If QiS Bacilkcs biiccalis, the others 

[Ijl/ Leptothrix bticcaUs. The 

/i iodine solution enables us to 

' > ' see clearly a segmentation of 

\ f i 3* these threads into shorter 

■«. joints, the chains of four to 
S ten cells in a sheath, which 

< u/ r I observe now and again, 

v( h 1 coloured blue violet with the 

iodine, has been named /odo- 

Ftg. 102. — Bacteria from the “fur” of COCCUS VUlgUTis. Then COmes 

teeth, a, Badllm buccalis^ and Leptotlirix Spirochc&te dentium, in long 
at a* alter treatment with lodme ; ^ ^ ^ 

b, micrococcus ; <?, Spirochcete dentium, after actively motile spirals (c) ; and 
iodine : dj S 7 nTillum sputigenum {y. SOO). , ,, ^ • -y? .• 

’ ^ ^ . . lastly Sp%r%Uum spuUgenum 

likewise actively motile, in ‘‘ comma ’’-shaped rodlets often con- 
nected in pairs (c^). Besides these, are incidentally found in 
the mouth a considerable number of other bacteria, in part as 
yet insufficiently studied. These bacteria live saprophytically 
the mucous membrane or the fur of the teeth, or on 
ts of food ; and some, at least, are concerned in pro- 
the decay of teeth, in that they penetrate into the 
tissues of the teeth and destroy the softened bone. If 
a preparation be treated with 10 per cent, solution of common 
the bacteria are plasmolysed. This is best seen in the 
thick threads of Bacillus buccalis. The contents of individual 
cells of the rods are seen aggregated into one or more refrac- 
tive masses, having quite the aspect of spores. At the same time 
the wall becomes recognisable. If the preparation has been in 
water for a little while a weaker solution, e,g,, 5 per cent., will 
induce plasmolysis. 

Spirochmte flicaUUs,~—li we have water in which Algae, espe- 
cially Spirogyra and Vaucheriay are decaying, and examine a little 
of this fluid, we shall find in it, almost to a certainty, motile, 
exceedingly fine spiral threads (Mg. 103) like those already found 
fur of teeth, but much longer than they. These flexible cork- 
screw-like threads move rapidly in the water. They turn on their 
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axis, and at the same time bend to and fro. Individuals suddenly 
stand still, then hasten on again. The spirals found under 
such circumstances in all probability belong 
to SfiroGhmte plicatilis^ the Spirochcete of 
marshes. If these spirals are allowed to 
dry, and are stained, we shall see that they are 
not unicellular, but consist of successive seg- 
ments, which may vary in length acco|:ding ^ 

to circumstances. — Very fine Spiroclmte can ) 

usually be obtained by keeping in a warm c 
place a filtered infusion of pea-flour. Wis m.-Spirodimi. 

Pure Gultures. Bacillus subtilis.—V^e ai|er^ anUine 

will now endeavour to follow without a break 
the developmental history of a bacteriad, 
selecting the hay bacillus for the purpose. We first of all soak 
some dry hay in the smallest possible quantity of spring water, and 
let the infusion stand for four hours in a warm chamber at a 
constant temperature of 36° C.^ We then pour off the infusion, 
without filtering, and dilute it down, if too strong, to a specific 
gravity of 1-004, or a pale sherry colour. Now place the fluid in 
a flask holding at least 500 c.cm. The flask is stopped with a plug 
of cotton- wool, and the fluid boiled very gently for an hour. Then 
let the temperature sink to, and remain at 36° C.^ In the course 
of a day, or a day and a half, a delicate grey skin, the pellicle, will 
have formed on the surface of the fluid ; this consists of the 
zooglcaa stage of BacilUos subtilis, the bacteriad of hay. We have 
made use of the power possessed by the spores of this bacteriad, 
of resisting boiling heat for a considerable time, in order to obtain 
a pure culture of them. — Of the pellicle obtained as above we now 
transfer a little, with the platinum loop, to an object-slide, and 
examine the object with the strongest magnification which we 
have at command. We find the pellicle formed of long, segmented, 
wavy threads, running parallel to one another. The threads remain 
for the most part in position, because they are held together by an 
invisible jelly (Pig. 104, A), The threads consist of cylindrical 
rodlets of various lengths — -in general, however, twice or thrice as 
long as broad. The substance of the threads appears homogeneous, 
colourless, pretty highly refractive. Even with the strongest 
magnification no other structure is recognisable. With chlorzinc 

^ This temperature, though advantageous, is not essential. A warm 
room temperature will suffice, but the action is slower. — ^[E d.] 
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iodine the rodlets are stained throughout, and very clearly, a 
brownish-yellow. The figures are thus obtained better than with 
the other solutions of iodine. The segments of the threads then 
appear in general shorter than in the fresh state, because all the 
limits are now visible. In order sharply to differentiate the rodlets 
we can stain them, according to the methods already known to us, 
with fuchsin, methyl violet, gentian violet, or Vesuvin, and then 
keep them as permanent preparations in Canada balsam or in 
dammar. 

If we focus upon some particular spot in the preparation of 
pellicle with a magnification of about 1000, we can observe the 
division (segmentation) of the rodlets direct. It is best to draw 
the piece of the thread in auestion at short intervals with the 



lQ^,-~BacUlus subtilis. A, tlie pellicle { x .500) ; C\ spore -formation (x 800). 

camera, and compare the drawings, so as to show the changes 
which have taken place. If abundant food-stuff is still in the 
fluid, the individual rodlets divide in every half-hour to an hour 
and a half. The higher the temperature of the room, the more 
rapid the division. The rodlets increase in length without be- 
coming thinner; when they have attained, however, a definite 
size, a dark-looking partition wall appears across their middle. 
This process of division explains the arrangement of the rodlets 
and threads; it explains also the wavy course of the threads, 
which grow at all points by intercalary growth, and, if the ends 
cannot become farther removed, the thread must become laterally 
contorted. For this reason, the whole pellicle shows a wrinkling, 
visible to the naked eye.— rWe next transfer a fragment of the 
pellicle into a moist chamber, in order to examine it in a sua- 
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pended drop. For this purpose we will use the simplest possible 
moist chamber — to wit a small frame of pasteboard. Such a frame 
is cut out of tolerably thick pasteboard, its inner aperture being 
somewhat smaller than the size of the coyer- glass we propose 
10 use, while its outer diameter does not exceed the width of the 
object-slide. This frame is soaked in distilled water till it is 
completely saturated, and then laid upon an object-slide.^ On 
the middle of a cover-glass, which has been sterilised in a flame, 
is x^laced a drop, spread out very thin, of the culture fluid, into 
which the object for investigation is transferred. The cover-glass 
is turned rapidly upside down, with the drop hanging below, and 
laid upon the pasteboard frame. If the observation is to be long 
continued, a few drops of water are from time to time placed upon 
the frame, so that it shall not become dry. If the observation is 
interrupted, the preparation can be protected from evaporation in 
a large moist chamber composed of a bell- jar standing on a large 
plate, with its edges immersed in water on the plate. In order to 
again find a definite spot in the preparation, it is well to cut a 
cross on the stage by means of a sharp instrument, right and left 
of the central aperture. Then, when the object-slide is in the 
required position, similar crosses can be made upon it with one 

^ After and before using the pasteboard culture-cell it is desirable to place 
it for a few minutes in boiling water, so as to kill any organisms which may 
adhere to it, or the culture may be vitiated. This applies equally strongly to 
other cultures. — If cultures are to be at all prolonged the pasteboard cell is 
preferably replaced by one made out of a glass ring. These glass rings, about 
^-inch high, are cut from glass tubing of suitable diameter, and have their cut 
surfaces flattened quite horizontally upon a whetstone ; and are then fixed upon 
the object-slide with Canada-halsam. A drop of water is placed at the bottom 
of the cell to keep the air saturated, and a cover-glass of suitable dimensions, 
after preparation of the hanging drop, is fixed upon the glass cell by oLl-clrops 
run round its edge. Glass rings of this kind can be purchased, ready cut and 
smoothed. Such a glass cell can be .converted into a gas-chamber, for the 
purpose of testing the influence of various gases upon living organisms, by 
having openings in it opposite to one another, in which small glass tubes can 
be cemented or fused, and the gas then drawn through by an aspirator. An 
admirable gas-chamber is that designed by Prof. Marshall Ward, and figured 
in Fliil. Trans., 1892, vol. B, p. 131. — Object-slides hearing moist-chamber 
cultures may be placed in a plaster of Paris case, made with a removable 
plaster lid. This will serve as an admirable moist-chamber for the culture 
of fungi and bacteria, which do not need light, since the moisture from its 
damped walls, or a water reservoir at the bottom, is very uniformly distri- 
buted, and no drops of water can fall from above upon the preparation. 
These oases are very easily made, and of any desired size. — [Ej>.] 
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of the sharpiy-poinfeed colour pencils (Faber’s) mentioned in the 
Introduction, or with a writing diamond. It is then easy later on 
to replace the object>slide thus marked in exactly the same 
position.^ If the food-materials of the drop are approaching 
exhaustion the vegetative segmentation or bipartition is arrested, 
and the endogenous spore-formation at once begins. After the 
lapse of from six to eight hours there can be seen in the threads, 
at thereabouts equal distances, elliptic, strongly refractive spores 
(Fig. 104 0). The threads appear otherwise empty ; only the 
colourless sheaths unite the spores. At various places in the 
preparation, one is certain to find spores still in course of forma- 
tion. They appear in the form of collections of more refractive 
material, situated most usually towards the middle of the rodlet. 
The aggregation becomes continually more marked, while the 
rodlet becomes emptied, and at last the formation of the spore 
is complete. If the culture is allowed to continue some hours 
longer, the sheaths of the rodlets will have become indistinct, and 
after the lapse of about a day the spores appear free, and sunk 
to the bottom of the drop.— Under unfavourable cultural conditions, 
as, with too large a proportion of sugar in the culture fluid, 
there arise irregular swellings and abnormal changes of form in 
the ceils (involution forms). 

The spores germinate very easily if they are transferred 
to fresh nutrient fluid ; more slowly at the temperature of the 
room, quicker at 30° 0. (=^ 86“ F.). It is best to boil them for 
five minutes, and cool them slowly. Then in about two to 
three hours we can see the commencement of germination. The 
spore-membrane is opened on one side, the minute germ begins 
to protrude here, and elongates gradually into a rodlet ; so that 
the long axis of the sporeling is at right angles to the long axis of 
the spore. Its hinder end remains inserted in the spore-case. 
About twelve hours elapse before the rodlet divides for the first 

the purpose of keeping a particular spot under observation for 
several successive days, i.e., without removal from the stage of the micro- 
scope, one end of a few strands of loose wick can be inserted between the 
layers of the pasteboard, while the other end can dip into a vessel of distilled 
water. The water sucked up by the wick will keep the pasteboard moist. 
Opticians also construct mechanical stages to microscopes, by means, of 
which a movement in two rectangular directions is possible, an apparatus 
which, with its appropriate “ finder not merely facilitates replacing an 
object in any exactly-desired position, but also enables a rapid survey of the 
whole of a large surface to be made.— [Ed.] 
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time. Preparations examined in the interim nnite all stages of 
germination. As a rule, the germinated rodlets at once set up 
movement; they enter into the ‘^swarm- 
ing’’ or “roving” stage. Such a swarm- 
ing rodlet still carries about at its hinder 
.end its spore-case. The number of the 
“ s warmers ” becomes by successive 
divisions continually greater, and they 
fill the entire fluid before the beginning 
of the formation of the pellicle. Then 
for the first time the s warmers collect 
on the surface of the fluid, come to rest 
there, and produce the pellicle. The 
rodlets are of unequal length, but for the 
most part consist of two connected in- 
dividuals. Their movement is quite 
•characteristic, flittering across the field 
of view. — Modern research has shown 
that the s warmers move by means of numerous cilia distributed 
‘Over their body (Pig. 105). 

Bacterium termo . — The movement of the swarmers of Bacillus 
■subtiUs under a cover-glass soon ceases ; and we may study this 
phenomenon more advantageously upon the so-called Bactermm 
termo (a general name rather than that of a particular species), 
the constant accompaniment of numerous processes of decay. 
We may reckon pretty well with certainty to find swarmers of 
this group in water in which peas or beans have been left to 
rot. We can readily prepare a suitable culture if we take a drop 
•of this fluid and transfer it to a proper nutrient solution. For 
such, Cohn’s “ normal solution ” can be recommended ; this con- 
sists of 1 gram acid phosphate of potassium, 1 gr. sulphate of 
magnesia, 2 grs. neutral acetate of ammonia, and OT gr. calcium- 
chloride dissolved in 200 c.cm distilled water. By repeated 
transfer of infected drops into new culture fluid, a quite pure 
•culture may be obtained, if desired. In a few days the culture 
fluid becomes milkiiy turbid, and forms then a greenish pellicle. 
Microscopical investigation shows rod-like cells, of about 0*0015 
mm. long, and from | to ^ that in breadth, in course of active 
bipartition, and thence united in pairs, rarely in longer rows. 
The movement is peculiarly jerky. Motionless individuals fill 
.the zoogima, which ultimately forms a greenish slimy skin or 



Fia. 105.— Swarmers of 
dllus suhtUia, after B"is( 2 lmr i < 
1500). 
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clots on the surface of the fluid. — If no^v we examine the swar- 
mers in a drop of fluid under a large cover- glass, it will be seen 
that the movement soon ceases. It is continued longest around 
any enclosed air bubbles, and at the edges of the cover-glass. 
Bound the edge a thick layer of swarmers will soon have collected, 
cutting off all entrance of air. Ultimately all the swarmers come 
to rest. If, however, in making the preparation we have enclosed 
in it a green algal thread, the movement of the swarmers con- 
tinues around this thread so long as it is subject to the influence- 
of light. They collect in considerable number round the thread, 
and if this contains chromato^Dhores confined to special parts, 
these parts are sought out by the bacteria. The oxygen given 
out by the chromatophores acts as a stimulus, which causes the 
movement of the bacteria, and determines even the direction of 
the movement. For example, in Sfirogyra the aggregated bac- 
teria follow the green band. If the preparation is placed in 
darkness, the movement ceases round the green cells also ; andl 
it recommences immediately the thread is again exposed to the 
action of light, whereby it begins to assimilate and give off oxygen. 
To prevent access of oxygen from the atmosphere a large cover- 
glass should be used, and this may even be sealed at its edges 
with paraffin or with cocoa- butter. The swarming stage of bac- 
teria is, therefore, a very suitable test for oxygen, and it has been 
made use of in the case of Engelmann’s bacteria method, in 
order to measure the strength of the assimilation of carbon in the 
different parts of the spectrum, and so in some degree to measure 
the relative values for this purpose of the various rays which 
constitute white light. Special micro-spectral objectives can be 
obtained for the purpose of throwing a small spectrum upon the 
object-slide under the microscope ; or, if such a micro-spectro- 
scope is not at our disposal, we can obtain a partial idea of the 
energy of the assimilation of carbon under the influence of 
different rays by allowing the light to pass through coloured 
glass, or coloured fluids, the spectroscopic character of which wa 
have previously determined. 

C^Llture Methods , — The greatest possible attention has been 
given to culture methods for bacteria, in consequence of the theo- 
retical and practical importance which they have acquired. These 
cultures have become an important aid for the identification of 
bacteria, which can often be more readily distinguished macro- 
scopically, by the form and method of growth of their colonies,* 
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and often charaeteristic colour, than by microscopical means. 
For developmental purposes it is of the greatest importance to em- 
ploy such cultures when information as to the relations of definite- 
forms is required. Lastly upon such macroscopic cultures often 
depends the problem of determining the presence in certain media 
of spores capable of germination, and perhaps even to settle their 
number. The most important condition for all these investigations 
is that the culture shall start, and shall remain, free from any kind 
of accidental contamination. The problem how to carry on pure 
cultures has therefore assumed the highest importance. 

To foster and perfect the methods of bacterial culture has now 
become the special duty of institutes for hygienic purposes. We- 
will ourselves be satisfied with obtaining general information as 
to these methods ; and only turn our attention more closely to- 
chem in so far as they may also have a bearing upon the botanical 
problems of bacteriology, and the further culture of the lower- 
plants. 

The rearing of bacteria was formerly carried on almost ex- 
clusively in fluid media ; a transparent solid nutrient substratum 
was first brought into general use by Eobert Koch. This solid 
transparent nutrient substratum is prepared from a gelatinous 
stiffening basis, to which one adds a suitable nutrient solution. 
Thus, according to the needs of the organism to be cultivated, the 
nutrient gelatine is prepared with hay-infusion, flesh-extract, 
peptone- solution, or blood-serum. In order to cultivate our hay- 
bacillus upon a solid nutrient material this latter would be prepared 
from hay-infusion and gelatine ; for pathogenic bacteria a nutrient 
medium, to which is added peptone-sodium-chloride-bouillon, plays 
the chief part. The nutrient solution in this latter case is prepared 
from infusion of meat (beef-tea) with peptone and table salt, and 
made feebly alkaline with basic sodium phosphate or sodium car- 
bonate. Without gelatine this nutrient fluid may be spoken of 
simply as a nutrient broth ; if combined with ordinary gelatine it 
is called Koch’s nutrient gelatine ; with agar-agar, nutrient agar. 
Nutrient gelatines to suit his special purposes the botanist will 
have to prepare for himself ; those used for pathogenic or,' an- 
isms, in the preparation of which special precautions are re(|uired, 
sqre better procured ready made. A considerable number of firms 
concern themselves with the preparation of such gelatines for 
micro-chemical use, amongst others that of Dr. C. Grlibler of 
Leipzig (whose products can be obtained from Southall Bros, k 


'284 


XXI.' BACTBEIA— YEAST. ■ ' , 

Barclay, Pharmaceutical Chemical Manufacturers, Birmingham, 
and G. Morton & Co., Importers and Agents, 19-21 Wilson Street, 
Finsbury, E.C.). Besides nutrient gelatine and nutrient agar-agar 
■sterilised blood-serum is also necessary in many cases, and can be 
obtained from them. These nutrient bases can be obtained, as 
desired, in tubes, bulbs or flasks. Tubes are most convenient, and 
•cost about 3s. 6d. per dozen. 

Plate Cultures , — For the purpose of plate cultures? the gelatine 
is inoculated in the tube. For these purposes the tube of nutrient 
gelatine is warmed carefully, and not too greatly, over a flame, 
and when the gelatine has become fluid, the plug of wadding is 
taken out. The rim of the tube is heated in the flame in order 
to kill any germs from the air which may cling there. The gela- 
tine is then inoculated either with a straight or a looped platinum 
wire (previously sterilised in the flame) according to the quantity 
■of material that one wishes to transfer to the gelatine ; and with 
this wire the material is distributed as uniformly as possible in the 
gelatine. It is as a rule advisable not to be satisfied with this first 
inoculation, which is almost invariably too strong, but to prepare 
three tubes with the fluid gelatine, and after inoculating the first, 
’to take three dips from it with the x^latinum loop and mix care- 
fully in the second tube, and then take three dips from this second 
■and mix with the gelatine of the third tube. Thus you have three 
•quantities of gelatine inoculated in three very diiferent degrees. 
The three glass plates upon which the inoculated gelatine is to 
*be poured out are placed for about a half-hour in a dry chamber at 
a temperature of 160° C. — the chamber being a box made of sheet 
iron and closed by a dust-tight lid ; or the plates can be sterilised 
in a flame. We wait till the plates are cool and then lay them 
upon a larger sheet of glass which rests upon broken ice and 
water in a glass dish. Covered with a glass bell- jar the plates 
«cool rapidly upon the ice, when the contents of the gelatine tubes, 
which in the meantime have been made fluid and inoculated, are 
,poured out upon the plates. The plates should be 13 cm. long 
.and 8 cm. broad ; the edge should, for the space of about 1 cm., 
remain free from gelatine. The gelatine is distributed as evenly 
:as possible over the plate by^means of the rim of the tube, which 
can with advantage be again heated before pouring the gelatine 
out. The gelatine should set instantly. It is advisable to 
‘designate the plate which received the contents of the tube first 
inoculated with 0 ; that wdth the first degree of dilution I ; with 
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feiie second, degree II. The piates are placed upon suitable shelves, 
under beil-jars, with, observance ■ of the' needful precautions. In 
very accurate . work^ to prevent 'as far. as possible accidental .iiioc'ii- 
latioiis, the processes should be carried on in a 'quiet room, and as 
rapidly as possible. , The gelatine upon 'the origiiiai undiluted 
plate 0 generally becomes' turbid .even after twenty-four hours at a 
room temperature. In, the next few days - the separate bacterial 
colonies . become visible to the naked eye, -not only upon tlu} 
original plate, but usually also . upon, those , 'which,- ,,had received 
diluted material. Differences in the behaviour of the individual 
^ coloiii,es soon, arise,, in'^ their form, -their colour,; and the, liquefaction 
.of. the gelatine, .which either, may 'not e,nsue, or may ensue in 
greater or less degree. In order to be able to examine the colonies 
upon such a plate with a high power, a cover-glass must be laid 
upon the part to be examined. If the cover-glass be subsequently 
raised, a cast '' of the surface colonies often clings to ife, and sach 
a '' cast” can now be treated as a cover-glass preparation. Such 
preparations naturally cannot be expected till the gelatine has 
been liquefied by the bacteria. 

Tube Cultures. — Plate cultures form the starting-point foi' 
tube cultures. From such a plate a portion of a definite colony 
can be removed with a platinum needle. The gelatine tube which 
is to be inoculated is held upside down, the wadding plug carefully 
withdrawn, and the platinum needle inserted upwards into the 
gelatine according to the purpose in view, either with a prick ” 
or a scratch In the prick inoculation it is stuck right into 
the nutrient gelatine almost to the bottom, in the scratch inocula- 
tion we make a shallow scratch on the surface of the gelatine. 

It has been long determined that direct sunlight exerts an 
injurious influence upon bacteria, and often kills even their spores 
in a very short time. Hence bacteria cultures must under ail 
circumstances be protected from this injurious influence. ^ 

The macroscopic aspect of the cultures gives, as we have more 
than once said, many starting-points for distinguishing bacteria. 
The nutrient solution either remains clear, or it becomes turbid 
and forms 'clouds or precipitates of various characteristic ap- 
pearances. The solution becomes difi0[uent, or becomes slimy, 
viscous, often changes colour and chemical reaction. This occurs 
still more notably in cultures upon transparent substrata. We 

^ See especially the researches of H. Marshall Ward in Phil. Tram.^ voL- 
cixxxv., p, 961, 1896. 
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isee splierical, regularly elliptic, clustered or otherwise shaped, 
and lastly also entirely irregular colonies. In ail gelatine 
•cultures it is necessary first of all to distinguish bacteria which 
leave the gelatine solid, from those which liquefy it. In tube 
■cultures the bacteria of the first category soon form at the prick- 
ing point a small projecting boss, so that the channel of the prick 
^together with this boss takes the form of a pin ; or they spread 
upon the surface in the form of concentric rings or foliaceous 
or grape-like figures; or they grow more within the prick itself; 
or radiate from this into the surrounding medium. The colour 
•of the colonies is very various, and often the gelatine also takes 
.on a definite colour, or changes in some way or another its appear 
ance. Characteristic odours often accompany all these processes 

Just as for cultures in gelatine tubes, the gelatine plateg mu 
be used as starting-points for cultures in suspended drops, in 
moist chambers, or also upon certain sterilised solid nutrient 
■substrata. For these latter, disks of potato play the chief part. 
As these show a slightly acid reaction, it is desirable before steri- 
lising to lay them for a short time in a 1 per cent, solution of soda. 
The potato disks are best sterilised in a somewhat tapering tube, 
In which they cannot go to the bottom and therefore cannot be 
•exposed to the action of any condensed water. Sterilisation 
results from exposure for fifteen or. twenty minutes in a steam 
•chamber, or a culinary “ steamer ” with a vent pipe for steam 
makes a fair substitute. Just as in sterilising gelatine, the tube 
•can be closed with a cotton-wool plug. In order in these 
manipulations to avoid contamination from the hands, it is de- 
sirable first to wash these thoroughly with soap, and then to 
•disinfect with 1 per cent, solution of corrosive sublimate, and also 
^even to previously dip in sublimate solution the finger with which 
the objects will be touched.^^ ^ ^ 

After any bacteriological investigation it is very desirable to 
•destroy all the material, so that it may not be a source of infection 
for other cultures; and the utensils used can be sterilised either 
by laying for several days in 1 per cent, sublimate solution, by 
boiling in water for half an hour, or exposure for a like'time in the 
steamer. 

Finally for the study of pathogenic bacteria inoculation 
experiments upon healthy living animals have the utmost import- 
:ance, since by these means the infective properties of bacteria are 
first established. The infection is made, with all needful pre- 
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cautions to exclude contamination by alien germs, either cutane 
ously, or, more commonly, snbcutaneonsly. The cutaneous 
inoculation is usually carried on upon places from which, like the 
ear, it cannot be licked off by the animal In subcutaneous 
inoculation the skin, raised with forceps, has either a prick or an 
injection made. With the guinea pig the inner side of the upper 
part of the thigh, with the mouse the root of the tail is usually 
selected for the operation. 

Life Histories . — In nearly the whole of our microscopical 
studies thus far, extending up to Chapter XX. of this work, we 
have concerned ourselves only with the morphological character- 
istics of vegetable organisms, proceeding from the more complex 
to those of extremely simple structure. In the group of the 
bacteria, however, we have departed from this line of study. 
Their morphological characteristics are so simple that in becoming 
acquainted with them we have at the same time come face to face 
with another set of phenomena,- — have realised that each of these 
organisms has a life history or life cycle* In that life history 
or life cycle we at least realise the existence of two characteris- 
tics : that the organism, essentially unicellular, can nourish 
itself, grow, and the cell which constitutes it un^rgo segmenta- 
tion, so that each organism gives rise to two daughter organisms, 
each of which is, practically, half of its parent ; we have, that is, 
a method of multiplication of organisms of the most simple kind, 
which we have called fission ” ; that, on the other hand, under 
certain circumstances many, at least, of these organisms can 
undergo a sequence of changes in which the active life of the 
individual is suspended, and its living substance is aggregated 
into a body, the spore, or resting spore, which is capable of 
passing into a period of rest, in which it can be dried and often 
exposed to great extremes of temperature with impunity ; but 
from which state of rest it can be aroused by suitable conditions, 
and can then re-enter its ordinary phase of active, self -nourishing, 
growing and multiplying life. It goes as a matter of course that 
its nourishment is effected by means of the food substances con- 
tained in the material in or upon which it was grown, whether 
liquid or solid, and that these nutrient substances it manipulates 
in such a way as to extract from them the constituents of its 
own food. In this process it does not necessarily use up all the 
chemical bodies of which the nutrient substratum is composed, 
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and may carry on the manufacture of what we may call ‘‘bye- 
products More than once we have referred to the development 
of characteristic colours, smells, etc., as products of the chemical 
activity of the bacteria. Actively concerned, then, as they are in 
the breaking down of organic chemical bodies, many of them carry 
on their nutrition by manifestly inducing changes which it has. 
become convenient to speak of as “fermentative 

Life History of Yeast . — We will now make the acquaintance of 
another fungoid organism, likewise of very simple character, the 
whole life cycle of which we can study by means which our labours 
with the bacteria have made us conversant wdth, and in which 
fermentative action, of another kind however, is very strongly 
marked. These are the very simply-constructed fungal organisms 
hitherto collected together under the name of Saccharomycetes. 

We provide ourselves with some Yeast, the “ barm ” used in 
brewing beer, and examine a trace of it, diffused in water, under a 
high power. We find the field of view filled with small cells, 
individuals of the so-called yeast fungus, Saccharomyces cerevisece. 
The cells appear globular or elliptic ; they have a delicate membrane, 
and in the interior can be recognised a 
large or several small vacuoles, and some 
highly refractive granules. A nucleus 
can only be distinguished by the aid of 
hardening and staining, and then with 
difficulty, but there is no uncertainty as 
to its existence ; while it is seen, also, 
to divide in the process of cell- multiplica- 
tion. Numerous cells are seen in course 
of multiplication. This takes place in a 
quite characteristic and peculiar fashion, 
by the cells forming one, rarely more,, 
small knob-like swellings, which gradually 
attain the size and form of the mother-cell, and then are separated 
from it by a partition wall. In very energetic development we find 
the daughter-cells united into small, occasionally branched, chains ; 
in slower development the cells separate before any new one com- 
mences to form. This is multiplication by budding, peculiar to the 
Saccharomycetes. In sugar- containing fluids, yeast brings about 
alcoholic fermentation* The individuality of the Saccharomycetes 
has been much questioned, and they have been declared to be 
conidia (that is spores, of a kind), of different fungi, which have 
the power, in a suitable nutrient fluid, of multiplying by budding 
in indefinite sequence. 

The pure culture of yeast has now a 'very high technical 
importance. The great breweries work only with pure yeast, 
and the same is needed now a days for the fermentation of the 
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“ must” in the preparation of wine. The methods of pure culture 

are essentially the same as for bacteria. A nutrient gelatine, pre- 
pared by dissolving from five to six parts gelatine in ‘‘‘wort” of 
beer (i.e., infusion of malt), -which has been “ hopped,” is recom- 
mended as a solid transparent medium for culture. We prepare a 
cover-glass with the nutrient gelatine, inoculate with the yeast, 
invert it upon a moist chamber, and determine by direct micro- 
scopical observation whether the colonies developing in the culture 
material are actually derived from single cells. In contradistinc- j 

tion to bacteria, no conclusion as to the natm-e of the yeast can be 
drawn from the habits or appearances of the flecks, since different 
species can have the same appearance, and different colonies from |, 

the same species can have differing appearances. From cultures 
controlled under the microscope yeast cells can be removed with 
the looped platinum wire, pre-viously heated red-hot, and with them 
flasks containing sterilised wort, or other selected nutrient solution, 
can be inoculated. — For laboratory purposes yeast can be grown, * 

sither in bulk or in moist chamber cultures, in Pastem-’s fluid. In | 

slide cultures very beautifully-branched chains of cells can be | 

obtained. The simplest way of preparing Pasteur’s fluid is to keep I 

dry in a bottle, very finely powdered and most thoroughly mixed, j 

1,0 gram, potassium phosphate, 1 calcium phosphate, 1 magnesium ; 

sulphate, and 50 ammonium tartrate, or larger or smaller quantities, ; 

ISO long as proportional. For use dissolve in the proportion 1 
gram, of this mixture with 12 of sugar in 70 cc of water. 

The Saccharomycetes generally hibernate in the soil, but the 
yeast of beer is only known in a state of cultivation. By suitable 
cultures they can be led to produce spores, a number of which 
appear in each ceU. This is easily effected when sterilised plates 
of plaster of Paris, placed in a fiat vessel so as to be half-immersed 
in water, and covered over with a bell-jar, have strained or filtered 
yeast smeared upon them. Kept at about 30° 0., spore formation 
in Sctcc}iciTO‘f)vyc6s c6T6'oissc& may follow even in about twenty-four 
hours, but more usuaUy in from four to eight days. Pieces of 
fireclay have also been recommended for the culture of yeast- 
spores. They have the advantage that they can be cleaned with 
a brush, sterilised in a dry chamber at 150 0., and are then 
again ready for use.—All yeasts, however, do not sporulate with 
equal freedom, so that failure with material derived from one. 
source may be corrected by obtaining supplies elsewhere. 
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THE REPBOBUOTION OF AhGM, 

Principal Materials Used. 

Spirogyra in conjugation ; fresh. Or, fixed with 1 per cent, chromic acid, 
and preserved in water containing a little camphor. 

Cladophora glomerata ; fresh. 

Vaucheria sessilis, preferably from running water ; fresh ; or, if need be, the 
terrestrial form. For swarm-spore formation, Cladophora or Vaucheria 
should be collected a few days before wanted, and placed in flat saucers 
with water; sexual organs are produced in Vaucheria by cultivation for 
a week in 2-5 per cent, sugar solution, and bright light. 

Fucus platycarpics (or F, vesiculosuSi male and female), fresh; also in 
alcohol. 

Chara fragilis ; fresh. 

Principal Ebag-ents Used. 

1 per cent, osmic acid — lodine—Alum oarmine—Logwood, 

In our morphological studies we have followed the plan of com- 
mencing with the better-known highly-organised plants, and work- 
ing downwards to those of the utmost simplicity. It is now our 
purpose to study microscopically the processes of reproduction ,* 
and here we shall follow the reverse route, ascending from the 
lowliest organisms to those of the highest degree of organisation. 
We have already commenced this study, in our last chapter, upon 
Bacteria and Yeast, to the entire cycle of development of which 
we have directed our attention. In the whole of this life cycle 
there was no indication of separate sexuality. The process of 
multiplication was vegetative, or asexual. Organisms of some- 
what higher grade, however, show both of these processes, 
vegetative or asexual multiplication, on the one hand of entire 
organisms, or on the other hand of the constituent cells of those 
organisms, and the commencement of the life cycle of new indi- 
viduals through more or less complicated processes of sexuality. 
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We will now proceed with the examination of examples of 
the asexual and sexual processes amongst the Algae. 

Conjugation of Spirogyra . — Opportunity often offers for ex- 
amining the various species of Spirogyra in process of Conju- 
gationA This state is recognisable out of doors by the crinkled 
look (rather yellowish) and hanging together of their masses of 
threads, whereas the non-conjugating threads are dark green, and 
in open springy curves. The process can easily be followed. The 
threads should not, however, be directly covered with the cover- 
glass upon the object-slide, but the small pasteboard moist 
chambers described upon p. 279 can be used with advantage, 
the Spirogyra being placed in a drop suspended from the cover- 
glass. If covered direct, pressure of the cover-glass should be 
obviated by placing under its edges 
narrow strips of paper. Conjuga- 
tion in most cases takes place in 
ladder-iike fashion, Le.^ two threads 
lying alongside one another are con- 
nected by cross bridges (Fig 107 A), 

The cells put forth short blunt pro- 
trusions, which come into contact, 
and fuse with one another, forming 
the conjugating canaL The cause 
which brings about the formation of 
these processes and their union is a 
chemical stimulus. Curvatures can 
also be induced by the same means, 
by which threads not at first rightly 
placed can assume the correct posi- 
tion. In many cases we can dis- 
tinguish prior to conjugation which 
thread is male and which female, 
since the ceUs of this latter sex swell Zygospores (. 240). 

out into barrel-form ; but not infrequently this means of distinc- 
tion is wanting. After the union of the conjugating processes the 
contents of the male cell first round off, and finally withdraw on 
all sides from the cell-wall. They then pass into the conjugating 
canal, and through the middle partition walls, which in the mean- 

^ Fresh.- water Algse can be obtained from T. Bolton, Balsall Heath Road 
Birmingham ; marine algse from the Biological Station, Plymouth. 
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time had become softened. The female cell had either rounded 
simultaneously, or rounds off on entrance of the male cell. Both 
cells come into contact, and after a few minutes coalesce. Their 
contents blend. The zygote or zygospore thus formed begins 
at once to contract ; after the course of an hour its vacuole, 
hitherto filled with cell-sap, has completely disappeared, the cell- 
sap being expelled. The vacuole is again formed about twenty- 
four hours later. A membrane with clear double contour then 
clothes the zygote (Fig. 107 A), 

Thus much can be seen without reagents. If, however, the 
object is fixed and stained during conjugation, say with 1 per 
cent, osrnic acid, and made transparent by placing in dilute glycer- 
ine, which is allowed gradually to concentrate by evaporation of 
the water, it can be determined that the two nuclei of the con- 
jugating ceils, after the fusion of these latter, gradually approxi- 
mate and ultimately combine into a single one. The whole of 
one thread is emptied, the other contains zygospores ; the former 
is male, the latter female ; that is, the threads are unisexual. 
Of the chlorophyll bands only that (or those) of the female cell 
remains intact ; that of the male is reabsorbed, and more or 
less completely disappears. The ripe zygospore acquires ulti- 
mately a thick membrane, in which several layers can be dis- 
tinguished, of which the outermost and innermost are colourless, 
the median is brown. In the interior of the zygospore numerous 
oil-drops are produced, and flecks of a red or reddish-brown 
pigment. — Occasionally the cells of a thread may conjugate 
with either of two other threads ; and in other cases two 
adjoining cells of the same thread may coalesce by a curved 
conjugating canal (Fig. 107 B) showing that threads can be 
monoecious. 

Spirogyra which one has in cultivation (see p. 251) can be very 
readily induced to conjugate at any time between mid-February 
and the beginning of May, by placing it in 2 per cent, to 4 per 
cent, solution of cane sugar and in a sunny position ; and the 
same end can be attained with plants in the sun, but in a very 
small quantity of .water. If the alga has, naturally, a predis- 
position towards conjugation, this can be brought about upon the 
micro-slide in | per cent. Agar-agar jelly. As the threads 
cannot change their position in this, only those threads which 
lie suitably towards one another can put out their conjugating 
processes. The other cells must remain sterile, but after some 
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time, and especially if dilute nutrient solution is added, can 
resume their growth and division.^ 

The process of conjugation we have just studied is character- 
istic of the entire section of Algae collected together as Conjugatee. 
To this, besides the species of Spirogyra, so widely diffused in 
fresh water, belong also the almost equally widely-spread species 
of Zygmma, recognisable by two stellate chromatophores in each 
cell ; and the elegantly-formed Desmidese. Into close connection 
with these latter we may even bring the Diatomaceae, in which 
typical conjugation is likewise present. 

Beproduction of Gladophora-— Swarm-spores. — The genus Cla~ 
dophora, belonging to the Chlorophycese (the structure of which 
is aheady known to us) provides us with a right favourable object 
for the study of swarm-spores or zoospores 5 it is only to be 
regretted that they are not always inclined to their production. 
It is comparatively easy to obtain swarm spores of the marine 
forms, which we keep in a large vessel with sea-water ; and amongst 
fresh-water forms, Gladophora glomeratay if taken from rapidly- 
flowing water, and laid about evening in a shallow vessel with a 
layer of water about | inch deep, will be usually found to have 
swarm-spores next day. The formation of these commences at 
the apices of the branches, and proceeds towards their base; 
hence all stages of development are easily found close together. 
We examine these in acropetal succession, and commence with 
a still unchanged cell. The structure of this is already known to 
us (p. 247). So much as is visible without reagents we soon 
recognise again : the polygonal, closely-rcrowded chromatophores, 
containing small, pale, starch granules, in part also having larger 
pyrenoids ; the plasmic plates which traverse the cavity of the 
•cell, and in part also contain chromatophores. If we pass now 
gradually from such a cell to such as are being transformed into 
sporangia, first of all a change of the colour of the contents 
strikes us ; later on the chromatophores begin to arrange them- 
selves into a net, so that the entire contents of the cell (which 
have increased in quantity with proportional diminution of the 
central vacuole, the contents of which become slimy, and may 
even be obliterated) appear divided into approximately equal 
polygonal sections. At one place, usually near the anterior end 
of the ceU, and in terminal cells occupying the anterior end, 
the cell-membrane swells, and, as the result of its increase in 
volume, bulges into a papilla-like projection. The chromatophores 

^ On the artificially induced conjugation of Spwogyra^ see note, p. 310. 



294 


XXII. BEPEODUCTION OF ALG.aS. 



now withdraw towards the interior of the polygonal sections, and 
these latter appear bounded towards one another by clear lines. 
The sections then begin to round off, and so partially to separate 
from one another. The colourless peripheral protoplasm takes 
no part in the differentiation of the chlorophyll-containing con- 
tents into individual sections, but is transformed into a colourless 
mucus, which plays a part in the evacuation of the swarm-spores 
(zoospores). 

The evacuation of the swarm- spores arises from the pressure 
of the cell-contents upon the gelatinous papilla, which they break 
through. Individual swarm-spores may also 
remain behind in the sporangium. If the ob- 
ject is examined in a suspended drop, under 
the influence of light, the swarmers ultimately 
collect either at the side of the drop turned 
towards, or at that turned from, the window. 

Fi(j. 108 . — Olado- 

2 )hoTa gi(y>nercda, A These swarmers are not, however, amongst 
rpe^cent osmio S sensitive to light ; they remain for 

Onthe right-tiaiid side a longer time scattered in the drop, move about 
nucleus can be seen mdefinite directions, and only gradually, as 
fx 1000)^^*^^^°^ their motile energy diminishes, arrive at the edge 
of the drop, where they come to rest. They 
then round off, and surround themselves with a cell- wall. The 
swarm-spore is pear-shaped, with a red eye-spot placed laterally 
by the colourless or green anterior /* beak The eye-spot is most 
readily recognisable with the use of a substage condenser and the 
diaphragm wide open. With a little iodine these swarm-spores 
can be very readily fixed (Fig. 108). We recognise now two cilia 
upon each (in other species of Cladojphora^ even four), which 
arise from the tapering anterior beak of the swarm-spore. The 
swarm- spores move with the ciliate end forwards. In swarm- 
spores lying in a favourable position, the small nucleus is thor- 
oughly recognisable, after treatment with iodine, lying in the 
anterior colourless end. Instead of iodine, 1 per cent, osmic acid 
may be used for fixation (see Mg. 108). 

These swarm-spores which we are studying are asexual, but 
in Gladophora still other, smaller, sexually differentiated swarmers 
or Gametes j are produced. These conjugate with one another, 
but have hitherto been observed only in the' marine forms. The 
larger, asexual, swarm-spores have in these latter four cilia — the 
smaller gametes only two. 
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Beprodtiction of Vaucheria — Swarm-sfores . — ^From amongst 
the acellular multinuclear Siphoneae we select for examination 
the widely-spread sessilis in order to study the forma- 

tion of its swarm-spores (zoospores) and also its sexual organs. We 
can obtain swarm-spores of Vaucheria at any time if algas which 
have for several days been kept bright and damp are flooded with 
water, or if algae which have been cultivated in 0*2 to 0*5 per cent. 
Knop’s nutrient solution (see p. 251) in a bright position are trans- 
ferred to pure water, or if cultures in water or in 0*1 to 0*2 per cent, 
nutrient solution are placed in darkness. If we examine the cul- 
ture with a lens of considerable focal length we can easily recognise 
the first formation of the sporangia by the dark colour of the ends 
of the threads. If now we seize with the forceps, at their point of 
junction, a group of threads which appear to be in the desired 
condition, and transfer them, without allowing them to be bent, 
to an object-slide, we can study upon them direct the further pro- 
cesses of development, 
which, moreover, often 
go on undisturbed un- 
der the cover-glass, if 
only the object is pro- 
iieeted from its pres- 
sure by thin sections of 
elder - pith, or horse- 
hairs, placed under its 
edges. If a sporangium 
is to be formed out of 
the end of a branch, con- 
tents rich in chlorophyll 
collect in this, and the 
end begins to swell club- 
wise . The sap cavity is 
constricted below the 
end (Fig. 109, .i), and 

is soon separated off in i 09 ._y*„cAem A and formation 

the upper part as a of the sporangium; (7- A?, formation of the swarm-spore 

spherical vacuole. The 
sporangium is then out 
off by a partition wall, 

in the formation of which the chlorophyll-containing contents 
of the young sporangium, and of the rest of the sac, temporarily 
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separate from one another, so that we can see them separated by 
a clear interspace (Fig. 109, B), Around the contents of the 
sporangium is now formed a clear border (F7), which soon shows 
radial striation. This border consists of colourless peripheral 
protoplasm, the radial structure arises from the numerous small 
elongated, radially- arranged nuclei, which are here collected {F, G). 
These nuclei show up clearly only after treatment with suitable 
reagents, and best after fixing with 1 per cent, osmic acid and 
staining with alum-carmine. They are only visible with a high 
power. It can be determined at the same time that from each 
nucleus arises a pair of cilia. The swarm-spore of Vaucheria is 
therefore multinuclear, — When the swarm-spore is fully formed, 
it is at once evacuated. The apex of the sporangium ruptures with 
a jerk, and at the same moment the anterior part of the swarm- 
spore issues from the opening, and simultaneously begins to rotate 
upon its axis. The swarm-spore has to squeeze through the open- 
ing. Its birth lasts usually somewhat over a minute, a swelling 
substance formed in the sporangium helping to expel it. In many 
cases, though comparatively seldom, the anterior end of the swarm- 
spore twists off from the hinder part, while still in the sporangium ; 
the anterior part then hastens to form a complete, but correspond- 
ingly small, swarm-spore, and the posterior part forms a second 
swarm-spore. This is only possible by virtue of the multinuclear 
character of these swarm-spores, in that each half contains the 
nuclei necessary to its existence. The movement of the swarm- 
spore lasts about a quarter of an hour ; the direction of the move- 
ment is not influenced by the direction of the rays of light falling 
upon it. The swarm-spore is ovate, broader anteriorly ; in this 
anterior end lies the vacuole. Only in the moment when the 
swarm-spore comes to rest are the cilia visible; they cover the 
whole body as a short down. A moment later they are withdrawn 
into the body of the swarm- spore, which, during this process, 
shows a wrinkled surface. Afterwards the body again becomes 
smooth. During the withdrawal of the cilia it is noticeable that 
the swarm-spore has already surrounded itself with a very delicate 
membrane. The spore now rounds off slowly; its colourless 
border disappears, while the chlorophyll grains come to the sur- 
face ; the GeU-wall rapidly becomes thicker. 

Sexual Beproduction of Vaucheria, — In cultures of Vaucheria 
sessilis, Vauch., sexual organs tend to be produced after some time ; 
or most Vaucheria may be induced to form them in a few (say six 
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or eight) days if transferred to a 2*0 to 4*0 per cent, solution of cane 
sugar and exposed to bright light. In the variety F. re^mis the 
female organs, the oogonia, are usually placed singly upon the 
thread, each being accompanied by only one male organ, the 
antheridfum. The oogonium is sessile on the thread, the 
antheridium terminates a short curved branch. 

The oogonium is obliquely ovate (Eig. 110, o), densely filled with 
plasma containing chlorophyll and oil, and is separated from the 
thallus thread by a partition 
wall placed somewhat above 
the base of the oogonial branch. 

If an oogonium is observed at 
the moment of its origin, it will 
be seen that the contents of the 
thread withdraw from those of 
the rudimentary oogonium, in 
exactly the same way as in the 

formation of a sporangium (see o. oogonium ; 

antea). The oogonium is pro- antlieridmm ; cA, cliromatophores ; ol, oil- 
y .,n , 1 T. 1 drops. The nuclei ware represented, although 

Vlded With a unilateral, beak- they are only visible after suitable staining 

like outgrowthjin which colour- (^240). 

less protoplasm is collected. In advanced stages of development 
this latter occupies the entire anterior part of the oosphere. If 
now we observe such an oogonium uninterruptedly, we shall see 
the colourless substance at the beak end put out a papilla-like pro- 
jection, which rounds off more and more into an independent ball ; 
this separates finally from the contents of the oogonium, and 
passes out into the surrounding water, where it slowly goes to 
the bottom. The membrane of the oogonium at the end of the 
beak is swollen, and the resulting jelly is ultimately completely 
dissolved. The remaining contents of the oogonium round off, its 
colourless apex is the receptive-spot, or place of fertilisation. 

The antheridial branch is more or less strongly curved. Its 
bent end is formed into an antheridium, and is cut off by a parti- 
tion wall (Fig. 110, a). In the ripe condition it is distinguished by 
its colourless contents, while the branch which bears it is rich in 
chlorophyll. The antheridium usually turns its apex away from 
the oogonium. In the colourless contents of the antheridium short 
rodlets, arranged longitudinally, are more or less clearly distinguish- 
able. At the moment when the oogonium extrudes a portion of 
its colourless protoplasmic substance, the antheridium opens at its 
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apex, and evacuates its slimy contents, of which the greater part 
remains in the surrounding water in the form of colourless vesicles, 
which slowly disorganise ; but a smaller part hastens away in the 
form of minute glancing spermatozoids (antherozoids). These 
actively swarming spermatozoids soon collect in the mass of jelly 
at the apex of the oogonium. Individuals press forwards to the 
colourless receptive-spot of the oosphere, and as it were grope 
around it. In specially favourable cases entrance of such a sper- 
matozoid into the receptive- spot can be determined. After a short 
time the fertilised egg (the oospore or zygote) has surrounded 
itself with a delicate membrane, which is especially clearly visible 
at the receptive- spot. In the course of some hours the colourless 
protoplasm of the receptive-spot is distributed in the zygote. 
Older oospores are densely filled with oil drops, show some 
brown spots in the interior, and have a firm membrane. 

If a swarming spermatozoid is fixed with iodine, two unequal 
cilia, unilaterally inserted, and extended in opposite directions, 
can be seen attached to it. 

Beproduction in Fucus . — The various species of Fucus^ or 
brown sea-weeds, found everywhere round our coasts, can be 
obtained in fructification nearly the whole year round. If 
gathered at high tide, when under water, or immediately after 
the setting in of the ebb, and sent damp, without any other 
packing, we are pretty certain to be able to observe the phe- 
nomena of fructification even at places far distant from the sea. 
The parcel ought to be accompanied by a considerable quantity 
of sea-water, or a suitable equivalent for this can be made from 
prepared salts. After receipt, a portion of the plant should be 
hung up free on a piece of string, the other part laid in sea-water. 
In about six hours, after the sexual organs have been emptied, 
the hanging plants can likewise be laid in sea-water ; and, after 
about six hours, again taken out and hung up, and thus the 
evacuation of new sexual products induced. If the plants which 
were hung up immediately on arrival have not yielded sexual 
products, they may be expected from those which were laid in 
water, if these latter are taken out after about six hours and hung 
up to dry slowly. In cool weather the plants can stand a journey 
of even several days duration without injury, and by laying in sea- 
water periodically will develop normal sexual products for days. 

Fucus platy carpus . — To study the structure of the sexual 
organs, we will choose in the first place the hermaphrodite species,. 
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Fmm platycarpm, Thuret. This species is characterised by the 
production of male and female sexual organs in the same con- 
ceptacle. It is further distinguished from F. vesiculosus, which it 
otherwise closely resembles, in that it is always devoid of air- 
bladders,'’ while such are very general, though not invariable, in 
F. msiculosm. Fertile specimens of both these species end their 
ultimate branchlets with bladder-like swellings. These bear the 
conceptacIes« In F. platycarpus the swellings are stronger than 
in F, msiculosus. Cutting sections of these swollen twigs offers 
some difficulty, on account of the strong tensions of the tissues, 
which result in the outer edges being folded inwards. The 
bladders collapse somewhat, while a part of the enclosed air 
escapes audibly. The interior of the bladder appears filled with a 
filamentous network, and partly also with colourless jelly. Cross- 
sections prepared between elder-pith show us that the tissue of the 
thallus has the same structure which we have already studied in 
F. vesiculosm (p. 240) : outwardly the small polygonal cells of 
the epidermoid layer, inwards the progressively enlarging cells of 
the cortex, which elongate more and more, and ultimately pass 
over into the network of threads which constitutes the medulla or 
pith. The spaces between the threads are filled with jelly and air. 

The conceptacles are pear-shaped hollows in the tissue. A 
narrow opening, the osteole, communicates with the exterior, 
and through this passes a tuft of delicate hairs. If the section 
has cut the conceptacle in the middle line, it is easy to get an idea 
of its structure. It is seen to be surrounded by a sheath con- 
sisting of several layers of closely-united, tangentially elongated 
cells. From the inner cells of the sheath arise numerous radially- 
arranged outgrowths, extending into the conceptacle, and reducing 
its cavity to a narrow cylindrical space, which diminishes as we 
pass outwards. In part these structures are sterile hairs, which 
remain unbranched. The number of these sterile hairs diminishes 
to\N\:.rds the upper part of the conceptacle. The cells themselves 
are elongated, many times as long as broad. The hairs close' 
under the osteole, on the other hand, are composed of short 
segments. It is these hairs which protrude from the osteole in 
a tuft. The cell-contents include protoplasm, nucleus, and very 
small olive-green chromatophores. In structure much like these 
barren hairs, are the much branched hairs which bear the male 
sexual organs, the antheridia. The antheridia are unicellular 
branches of these hairs, have an elongated elliptic form and 
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abundant contents. Nuclei are not visible without special means ; 
small chromatophores are numerous. In ripening, the contents 
ooliect into small balls, each with one, rarely two, reddish-brown 
chromatophores. 

Between the sterile and the fertile hairs are found elliptic 
■structures, the female sexual organs, the oogonia, which vary in 
size according to their stage of development, but ultimately attain 
to very considerable dimensions. The larger ones are coloured 
yellow-brown by small chromatophores ; the abundant contents 
make them almost opaque, but with care it can be determined 
that they contain eight oospheres , with flattened contact surfaces. 
The smallest are unicellular, colourless in their periphery, trans- 
parent, with a brown fleck in the middle due to the aggregation of 
the chromatophores. Older stages show from two to eight such 
flecks, and finally thin cell- walls are formed simultaneously 
between these flecks, dividing the contents of the oogonium intc. 
eight fairly symmetrically arranged oospheres. After complete 
division, the brown colour is uniformly distributed through the 
contents of the oospheres. If the section has passed through the 
point of insertion of an oogonium, it will be seen that it is situated 
on a short unicellular stalk. In almost all sections through ripe 
conceptacles single oogonia will be torn off from their stalks. If 
such oogonia are observed for a time, an outer layer of the wall 
is seen to rupture at the apex, and the oospheres protrude, sur- 
rounded by an inner layer. This inner layer swells strongly in 
water, especially at its upper part, and gradually becomes dif- 
fluent and unrecognisable, and the oospheres are distributed in 
the surrounding water (Fig. Ill, E). The oospheres round off, 
.are devoid of membrane, and in the centre of each a clearer fleck 
is recognisable. If ripe antheridia are similarly broken off, after 
a while the contents are extruded, surrounded by ah inner sheath 
(Fig. Ill, B). After a time the contents escape in the form of 
•small pear-shaped bodies, but in these cases movement is not 
usually seen. 

Material hardened in alcohol cuts much better, and if stained 
with hsematoxylin, gives beautiful figures, which amplify in not 
unimportant points the results obtained from fresh material. 
Thus, nuclei can be detected in the rudiments of oogonia, in 
number increasing, by repeated bipartitions, from two to eight ; 
then follows the simultaneous formation of dividing walls, each 
•oosphere having a central nucleus (Fig. Ill, X>). The nucleus 
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Fig. 111. — A to F. Fucm jolatycarjpus. evacuated contents of an oogonium, 
surrounded by the inner cell-wall ; B, evacuated contents of an antheridium, sur- 
rounded by the inner cell- wall ; O', an antheridium, fixed with alcohol and stained with 
logwood; D, cross-section through the similarly fixed and stained contents of an 
oogonium ; E, evacuated oospheres, and a remnant of the envelope of the oogonium ; 
F, oosphere, with adhering sperniatozoids. 

& and H, Fums vedculosus. G, spermatozoids, fixed with iodine ; iT, oosphere, 
with adhering and swarming spermatozoids. (C and & x 640 ; the other figures x ^40). 






•302 


XXll, RBPEODUOTION OF ALG-^. 


always corresponds in position with the brown fleck referred to 
above, so that we assume that each of these latter encloses a 
nucleus. The position of the nuclei is seen particularly clearly 
in the antheridia. In the ripening antheridium (Fig. Ill, C) we 
■can determine that almost the whole body of the spermatozoid 
consists of nuclear substance, which is surrounded by only a thin 
layer of cytoplasm. The whole of the protoplasm is not thus 
used up — a little, not staining with logwood, is left between the 
spermatozoids. 

As a fixing reagent, and to some extent better than alcohol, 
can be used 1 per cent, osmic acid, picro-sulphuric acid, boiling 
water, or bromine vapour. Fixing with bromine vapour and 
boiling water often gives the best results, and is especially 
advantageous in that it does not require a subsequent washing 
of the preparation. The preparations can afterwards be stained 
with logwood, saffranin, gentiana-violet, or carmine, for particu- 
lars of which see Cladophora, S^irogyra, and '' Cell-division ”, 
The stained preparations are then dehydrated and decolorised by 
50 per cent, alcohol, which is gradually replaced by absolute, 
then cleared with oil of cloves or oil of marjoram, and mounted in 
Canada balsam or dammar. 

In the plants left hanging in free air, after some search, wil] 
be found sexual organs which have escaped from a conceptacle. 
They appear as small olive-green drops of mucilage at the mouthfi 
of the conceptacles, and in which the oospheres can be seen even 
with a lens. If a little of this mucilage be removed with a 
needle, and placed in a drop of sea-water on a slide in a moist 
chamber, we shall see numerous oospheres and spermatozoids 
.still enclosed in the inner sheaths of the sexual organs, and which 
repeat the phenomena given above. Soon, however, the anthe- 
ridium-cases commence to empty, at one, or, less often, at both 
ends. The spermatozoids (Fig. Ill, G) can commence to move 
before, upon, or not for some time after, evacuation. The move- 
ment is very active, and may last for several hours, but usually 
for much less. They are pear-shaped, with two unequal cilia, the 
shorter one attached to the anterior or pointed end of the sper- 
matozoid, and directed forwards, while the longer one is attached 
laterally, and directed backwards. The reddish-brown fleck or 
eye-spot is at the point of insertion of this posterior cilium. The 
spermatozoids can be well and quickly fixed with iodine. Freed 
■oospheres may be seen surrounded by swarming spermatozoids, 
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many of whicli cling to their bare surface (F). They attach 
themselves obliquely by the pointed end and a portion of the long 
side, so that the hinder cilia remains free, and for some time can 
be in motion.— If a sufficient number be present, they can give 
to the oosphere a rolling motion. This phenomenon is noticeable 
in the processes of fertilisation of various sections of the animal 
kingdom, e.g., in the Bchinoderms, the Actinia, and Yermes ; but 
is knov^n amongst plants nowhere else than in the Eucacese. 
The movement lasts from ten to twenty minutes, then the 
oosphere comes to a rest; a spermatozoid has penetrated and 
fertilised it. A cell- wall is then formed around the fertilised 
oosphere, or oospore. If fertilised oospores are kept in a watch- 
glass with sea-water, at the second, or, latest, the third day, 
the first divisions of the oospore can be made out. Unfertilised 
oospheres usually quickly become disorganised, without covering 
wall or division,— As antheridia and oogonia are found in the 
same conoeptacle, fertilisation of the oosphere by spermatozoids 
of like origin can often result ; but, nevertheless, fertilisation 
by spermatozoids from remote conceptacles is by no means 
excluded, and may be facilitated by the fact that the spermato- 
zoids are usually evacuated before the oospheres of the same 
conceptacle, and often when the latter are evacuated the former 
are already swarming. 

Fucus vesiculosus . — For the study of the sexual processes, 
Fuctis vesiculosm is still more favourable than F platycarp^is, and 
it is even more common. The structure of the sexual organs is 
much as in the latter plant, but one sex only, either antheridia or 
oogonia, is found in the conceptacles of any plant (dioecious). 
Plants hung up empty their sexual organs after a few hours. 
The drops of mucilage which contain the spermatozoids are 
recognisable, even to the naked eye, from their orange-red colour, 
while those which contain the oogonia are coloured olive-green. 
If a little of the orange-red mucilage is placed in a drop of sea- 
Avater, this will usually be seen almost immediately to be filled 
with actively moving spermatozoa. Thoroughly healthy sperma- 
tozoa are fairly sensitive to light, and nearly always avoid it 
{Le., are negatively heiiotropic, or apheliotropic), so that even 
with slight illumination they usually collect at the room side, 
rarely at the window side, of the drop. With strong light their 
movement is fairly rectilinear, in the direction of the incident 
rays. Single spermatozoa from time to time stop suddenly, and 
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move for a little while in the opposite direction, but ultimately 
they all get to the shaded side of the drop. With very weak 
illumination a definite direction to the movement is hardly recog- 
nisable, and the same is the case with unhealthy spermatozoids. 
As the oospheres are specifically heavier than sea-water, the 
apheliotropism of the spermatozoa takes them away from the 
surface of the water, and therefore in the direction in which 
the oospheres are likely to be. The spermatozoa can be best 
fixed with iodine and picric acid, and show the same structure as 
those already studied (G). 

In order to see the processes of fertilisation, we transfer the 
olive-green mucilage from the female conceptacle to drops of sea- 
water on a number of object-slides. We examine these in order 
to determine when evacuated oospheres are present. Such 
ought always to be found within the first hour, but oospheres 
which have been 'evacuated for several hours are still capable 
of fertilisation; so that we place our preparations in a dark 
chamber, and can use them for observation one after the other. 
If we follow under the microscope the method of evacuation of 
the oospheres, we shall see, in contradistinction to F, platycarpm^ 
that the envelope of the oogonium remains visible up to the 
setting free of the oospheres, that its inner layer is specially 
clearly marked, and that during the evacuation of the oospheres 
the outer layer is turned over. If we now bring a little of the 
orange-red spermatozoidal mucilage into a preparation containing 
freed oospheres, these are quickly surrounded by spermatozoids. 
By turning the preparation in such way that the spermatozoids, 
avoiding the light, come into contact with the oosphere, we can 
determine that even those spermatozoids which are removed 
from the oosphere by a distance equal to the diameter of these 
latter, suddenly turn from their path in order to move towards 
the oosphere. This attraction extends over approximately twice 
the diameter of an oosphere. As has been determined by Pfeffer, 
this attraction depends upon a body given off from the oosphere, 
which acts as a chemical stimulus in determining the direction of 
movement of the spermatozoids. The spermatozoids cling to 
the oospere, which is soon completely covered with them. The 
spermatozoids lie obliquely on the surface of the oosphere, with 
the beak and a portion of that side which is devoid of cilia ; while 
the hinder, laterally inserted, ciHum continues for a time to vibrate, 
and sets the oosphere in rapid rotation. The rotation takes place 
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in the direction in which the beaks of the majority of the sperma- 
tozoicls are directed ; should the direction of rotation change, 
it is due to the attachment of new spermatozoids, thus altering 
the orientation of the majority. The movement is no doubt the 
resultant of the component movements of the spermatozoids ; 
but if the movement tends to maintain any uniform direction, 
the spermatozoids arranged in any other direction tend gradually 
to alter their position, and to assume one corresponding with the 
movement. In addition to the attached spermatozoids, the oos- 
phere appears to be surrounded by a swarm of free spermatozoids, 
which move within its sphere of influence (Fig. 111^ E), In from 
ten to twenty minutes the rotation ceases, and there is no doubt 
that fertilisation has been effected, by the absorption of a sperma- 
tozoid; although, owing to the opacity of the oosphere, it cannot 
be observed. The fertilised egg, or oospore, has likewise 
developed an exceedingly delicate membrane. If a quantity of 
oospheres are mingled, as above, with spermatozoids, either on 
a hollow object-slide or watch-glass, and, after a few minutes, 
fixed and stained with iodine solution, we may be able to see 
the results of fertilisation. In most of the oospheres two nuclei 
can be seen : a larger one, with large nucleolus, the oo-nucleus j 
and a usually somewhat smaller one, with smaller nucleolus, 
representing the spermo-nucleus, or nucleus of the absorbed 
spermatozoid. The penetration of the spermo-nucieus towards 
the centre of the oosphere must take place very rapidly, for we 
find it commonly already in the neighbourhood of the oo-nucleus. 
In some of the oospheres the two nuclei have already been 
combined into a single one, in which process lies an essential 
characteristic of fertilisation. The embryo-nucleus, the result 
of the copulation of the oo-nucleus and spermo-nucieus, shows at 
first two, but later on only one, nucleolus. 

Reproduction in Ghara.—ThB small family of the CharaceiB, 
or Stoneworts, occupy a somewhat isolated position in the vege- 
table kingdom, but are best placed amongst the green Algae. 
Their structure, both vegetative and reproductive, is unique. 
They have a jointed stem, at the nodes of which leaf -like whorls 
of branches are borne. The internodes between two whorls are 
unicellular (as is noted on p. 246), and are either bare, or covered 
with a kind of cortical sheath of ceils. The nodes are multi- 
cellular disks, bearing the branches on their periphery ; from 
the nodes also proceed the cells which form the cortical invest- 
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ment of the mternode. From the lower nodes arise the long, 
branched, obUquely septate rhizoids. The branches aM so-caUed 
“leaves” are, in the main, repetitions of the stem. The sexual 
organs are produced lateraUy at the nodes, and we will study 
them in the widely-spread species Ghara fragdis, which fruits 

freely in early summer. 

Antheridia of Ohara.— The anthendia of G. frag-ihs are re- 
cognisable even with the naked eye as red globules, with a 


Pig. 112.-~Ghara fragilis. B, entire lateral axis with branches of the third order 
the nodes, at each of the lowest four of which stands an 
oogonium io) (x 6). A, median longitudinal section through a lateral axis r, and the 
selual organVarisW from it ; g, antheridium, of which 

stalk and m the manubrium ; oh, an oogonium or nucule, of which jpo is the stalk-ceii, 
the nodal cell, v the “ Wendungszelle,” and c the crown (x 9U). 

diameter of about ^ of an inch. They stand singly, turned 
downwards, on the inner side of the branches, in their middle 
(Fig. 112, A, a and B, a), and occupy the position of a 
twiglet. The female organ, the oogonium, or nucule (Fig. 112, 
A, oh and B, o), is found singly, close above the antheridium, and 
arises from the lowest node of the same twiglet which is developed 
into an antheridium. The antheridia have a complicated structure. 
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In order to realise it, let ns examine a ripe antheridinm externally 
with a magnification of about 100 diameters. It shows then 
apparently a red centre, surrounded by a colourless sheath. This 
colourless sheath is segmented by beautifully-arranged partition 
waEs. — Now search for an antheridinm which is as ripe as possible, 
and which will be found somewhere upon a branch, the upper- 
most antheridinm of which (which first dehisces) has already 
fallen to pieces ; cut it off with the needles, and crush it carefully 
under a cover-glass. If the antheridinm is thoroughly ripe, 
its wall falls into regular pieces, the shields. From the interior 
come numerous long, delicate filaments, and between these some 
cylindrical orange- coloured cells. These last are set into the 
centres each of one of the shields, like handles, and are known as 
the manubria, and their colour arises from elongated chromato- 
phores. More careful examination further shows us that each 
such unicellular manubrium bears at its narrower end a colourless 
rounded cell, the capitulum, from which arise a number of 
smaller colourless cells the secondary capitula. From these 
arise the numerous slender, colourless filaments. Even with a 
power of 200 diameters we can see that each of these threads 
consists of a large number of flattened cells, forming a linear 
series. If the antheridinm is ripe, we can see in each of these 
cells a coiled thread — the spermatozoid« 

We now place our preparation in a suspended drop in a moist 
chamber, while we endeavour in another fashion to obtain in- 
formation as to • the structure of the wall of the antheridinm. 
When the antheridinm is crushed, a clear insight into the struc- 
ture of this wall is hardly to be obtained ; for the natural 
dehiscence of the antheridinm upon the object-slide we should 
wait in vain ; here and there, however, where antheridia have 
opened a short time before, the segments of the wall can usually 
still be found. They adhere to the branch, held together by the 
disorganised remnants of the threads. We separate one out with 
the needles, and can now easily study their form and structure. 
They are either triangular, or irregularly quadrangular. These 
segments, or shields, are flat, and are traversed by partition walls, 
which, directed towards a common central point, do not however 
reach it. Each shield is therefore unicellular, chambered, how- 
ever, round its margin by the projecting ridges. The ridges 
correspond with indentations of the margin. The shields contain 
red globular chromatophores, which, separated by the ridges into 
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stria, come together only in the middle of the cell. They lie 
close to the inner wall of the shield; whence it came that in 
examining the entire antheridium a dark red centre appeared to 
be surrounded by a clear sheath. 

If we examine now a yonng but fully-formed antheridium, we 
can determine that the shields fit together by the indentations of 
their margins, and that eight shields, to wit, four above and four 
below, are combined in the waU. The four upper have the form 
of triangles, the four lower are quadrangular, because an angle 
of each of these latter is cut off, leaving a short side by which it 
joins on to the stalk of the antheridium. 

A complete insight into the structure of the antheridium can 
however only be obtained by means of sections. To obtain these 
is not so difficult as might at first sight appear. A branch 
covered with sexual organs is placed between the fingers, the 
sexual organs turned inwards, and it is then halved longitudi- 
nally with a sharp razor. As a rule this suffices, but we may 
try to further divide one of the halves, so as to obtain a median 
longitudinal section. If this has been effected, we obtain the 
structure as shown in the annexed figure 112, A, a. The inser- 
tion of the antheridium {a) in the branch is clear. The stalk of 
the antheridium (p), with its wall lined with orange-red chromato- 
phores, projects right into the interior of the antheridium. From 
the centres of the shields spring the manubria (w) ; the capitula 
seated thereon impinge upon one another and upon the stalk- cell. 

From the secondary capitula we can see pro- 
ceeding the threads of mother-cells of the 
spermatozoids. 

Now let us again take the preparation with 
the crushed antheridium, which we Had laid on 
one side. If this had been quite ripe, the sper- 
matozoids will now, after the lapse of an hour 
or two, have commenced to free themselves from 
the threads. They emerge from their mother- 
cell by a lateral opening, showing brightly 
through a swelling substance which has been 
squeezed out from it. They are corkscrew-like 
threads (Fig. 113), with four complete turns. 
At a little distance from their anterior, some- 
what tapered, end they bear two very long cilia, longer than the 
entire body of the spermatozoid, and readily recognisable after 



Fra. 113.— -A s;^er- 
matozoid of Charafra’ 
gilis fixed with osmic 
acid vapour. The dar- 
ker portion k contains 
the nucleus (x 640). 
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treatment with iodine. At their hinder end the spermatozoids 
are somewhat thickened, and enclose glistening granules. The 
spermatozoids progress by simultaneous vibratory movement and 
rotation around their axis. The whole preparation swarms with 
spermatozoids, since the number produced in a single antheridium 
has been estimated at about 30,000. The antheridia tend to 
open spontaneously in the early morning. The spherical curva- 
ture of the shields diminishes notably, so that they separate from 
one another, and this tendency occasions the springing open of 
the organ. ■ The spermatozoids are wont to swarm for some 


hours. 

Oogonia of Ohara , — In order to learn the structure of the 
nucuie or oogonium, we preferably first study it in those stages 
of development in which it is still cylindrical and transparent. 
The antheridium found under it is then fuHy formed, and the 
oogonium itself begins to be somewhat brownish. In such an 
oogonium can be seen an elongated central cell or oosphere, 
densely filled with finely granular protoplasm. It is borne upon 
two flat internal cells, of which the upper is distinguished as the 
Wendungszelle (-y), and the under is a nodal cell (?to), and 
upon a short stalk-cell (_po). This last is seated upon the nodal 
cell {na) which bears the antheridium. The central ceU of the 
oogonium is sheathed by five tubular sacs, which arise from the 
nodal cell {no). These sacs run spirally around the central cell, 
and end above in the so-called crown (o). The five cells of this 
latter are cut olf by partition walls from the investing sacs. If 
the crown consists thus of but five cells, we can at once determine 
our plant to be Ghara^ while the other genus of Oharaceee, 
Nitella, possesses a ten-celled crown, consisting of five pairs 
of superposed cells — the result of a subsequent division of each of 
the five cells. In the investing sacs of the sheath of such young 
oogonia, protoplasmic streaming can be very beautifully seen. 
The chlorophyll grains have already elongated and taken on a 
brown tone. In subsequent stages the oogonium becomes oval, 
and the central cell, the egg-cell or oosphere, becomes filled with 
oil-drops and starch grains (Fig. 112) becoming thus opaque ; the 
starch grains show a beautiful concentric lamination. The in- 
vesting sheath becomes darker, and masses of lime become 
deposited on its outer surface. 

Fertilisation , — The egg-cell is receptive, i.e,^ is ready for 
fertilisation, at the same time when the antheridium of the same 
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branch opens. The tubular investing sacs close under the crown 
elongate a little, by which the outer layers of membrane of the 
sacs are torn at this spot. As the result of this we see the sheath 
which previously had been incrusted with lime right up to the 
crown, now become free from lime just under the crown. Simul- 
taneously with their elongation the investing sacs have also 
separated from one another, and thus clefts arise which reach 
right into the interior, to the apex of the oosphere. By elongation 
and lateral separation of the investing sacs, therefore, a short 
“ neck '' has arisen under the crown, rendering fertilisation of the 
oosphere possible. If, indeed, we examine in the early morning 
the oogonia found in the immediate neighbourhood of the last 
opened antheridia, we shall find in and upon the clefts of the neck 
numerous spermatozoids clinging to them. They are arrested 
here by a jelly-like substance. The fertilised egg, or oospore, 
becomes surrounded by a strong colourless membrane, and the 
inner wail of the sheathing sacs bounding upon this commences 
after some time to thicken and become brown. In spite of the 
incrustation of lime, these relations can be made recognisable by 
treating the oogonium with hydrochloric acid. 

NOTE ON THE CONJUGATION OF SPIROGYRA (p. 292). 

Where conjugation is induced by placing in the sun in a very small quantity 
of water, there may be development of a parasitic fungus, Vampyrella, allied to 
the Ohytride®. This does not appear in the sugar method suggested. 

Nutrient solutions, even though dilute, retard or arrest the formation of 
zygospores. This retarding action is manifest even with a O'l per cent. Knop’s 
solution. 

Formation, of spores by arrested development of the zygote , — When the 
surrounding conditions are unfavourable, the two conjugating protuberances may 
not come into contact. In this case the two gametes may round o:ff separately, 
each become surrounded by a membrane, and germinate later on like a zygote, 
which they resemble in form and colour. We' have then a case of apogamy ; 
and the possibility of its occurrence suggests that the sexual differentiation of 
the gametes is very feeble. The same conclusion is suggested by the monoecious 
conjugation referred to on p. 292. Spores formed in this apogamic way are 
called azygospores. The formation of azygospores can be induced by 4 per 
cent, to 6 per cent, solution of sugar. Vegetating threads placed in agar-agar 
in the sun produce at the same time normal zygotes and azygospores. 



CHAPTEE XXIII. 

THE BEPEODUOTION OF EXJHQI. 

Peincipal Matbeials Used. 

Mtieor Mueedo, on fresh, horse-dung, kept for a few days in a moist ohamher. 

Phytophtho7'a infestans, from diseased potato leaves. 

Pythium de Baryanum, on cress seedlings. 

PenicilUum crustaceum, 

Mucor Mueedo &icid^ PenicilUum crustaceum are readily obtained, the former 
after a couple of days, the latter in about a week, upon damp breads 
kept in a warm room under a bell-glass. 

Pbincipal Eeagents Used. 

Iodine — Logwood. 

We will now study a few typical examples of reproduction, taken 
from the group of the Fungi. 

Mucor Mueedo , — If a piece of damp bread is placed under a 
glass bell- jar, it is covered, even in a few days, with a thick felt of 
fungus threads (mycelium), which almost always belongs to the 
pin mould, Mucor Mueedo, one of the Phycomycetes* This 
fungus soon shows itself very luxuriantly upon fresh horse-dung, 
kept in a closed moist chamber. From the substratum arise 
erect fruiting branches, the gonidlophores, an inch or more 
in height, which bend towards the source of light, and end each 
one with a globular, yellow or brown, head, readily visible with 
the lens, and even with the naked eye. If we hft some of this 
material carefully from the substratum, and place it in a drop 
of water, we can determine, by means of sufficiently strong 
magnification, that the mycelium consists of thick, much- 
branched, irregularly septate sacs (hyphee), and that from these 
arise the straight, unseptate and unbranched gonidiophores, each 
of which bears a globular head, the gonidangium. If still 
unripe, this remains unchanged in water ; its contents consist 
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of yellowish-brown protoplasm. In the youngest stages the 
gonidiophore is not cut off from the gonidangiurn ; later on there 
arises a partition wall, strongly arching into the interior of the 
gonidangiurn, so that the stalk ends within this latter with a 
swelling like a ninepin, the so-called columelia. The ripe gonid- 
angium deliquesces in water, and of its wall only fragments 
formed of fine needles remain behind, of which it has been 
determined that they consist of oxalate of lime. The expelled 
gonidia lie at fairly regular distances from one another, and 
by pressure on the cover-glass we can determine that they lie 
embedded in a colourless mucilage. On the stalk, under the 
columella, is usually to be seen a small collar, a relic of the lime 
crust which was attached there. In the protoplasmic lining 
layer of stalks which are not too old, we can follow fine, usually 
longitudinal, streaming of the protoplasm. The sacs of Mucor 
are multinuclear, the nuclei very small, only distinguishable 
by suitable fixing and staining. The gonidia, also, are multinuclear. 

If uninjured material be transferred to absolute alcohol, 
chromic acid, or picric acid, and afterwards stained, the lining 
plasmic layer of the mycelium, as of the aerial gonidiophores, 
can be seen to contain numerous small nuclei, scattered at 
irregular distances, and connected together by plasmic threads. 
They are also recognisable in the gonidangia, and, though with 
more difi&culty, in the gonidia. The best treatment for Fungi 
is to fix with weak Flemming’s solution, and stain with saffranin, 
gentian- violet, or orange. In most cases the saffranin should act 
for half an hour, the gentian- violet for fifteen minutes, the orange 
for only a very short time. The preparation should then be 
rapidly washed with alcohol and oil of cloves. 

Slide Culture of Mucor. — Mucor Mucedo is a very suitable 
object wherewith to be introduced to the methods of fungus 
culture upon the object-slide, and we will therefore amplify here 
the methods already learned in connection with bacteria and 
yeast. We prepare, when needed, a suitable culture-fluid, by 
boiling horse-dung in water. The infusion is filtered clear, and 
then again boiled for a long time in order to sterilise it. The 
object-slides and glass-utensils needed for use must likewise be 
sterilised by passing through a gas or spirit flame, or by being 
laid for a short time in absolute alcohol and then in ether, which 
latter will rapidly evaporate after removal. It has also been 
recommended to preserve the glass -utensils in 10 per cent. 
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hyd’-ochloric acid, to remove them just before needed for use, 
and wash them in distilled water, which has been boiling for 
some hours. 'Glasses cleaned in this way allow the drop of 
culture-fluid to be well spread out, a point of no small advantage. 
These precautions are rendered necessary by the existence in the 
atmosphere of various spores which might infect the culture. 
It is necessary now to sow a single gonidium, and this is effected 
in the following way. A gonidangium from a pure culture is 
transferred with the forceps to a watch-glass filled with boiled 
water. In this the gonidia will soon become uniformly diffused, 
A drop of the fluid can then be taken out of the watch-glass by 
means of a needle which has been disinfected in a flame, and laid 
in an elongated streak upon an object-slide. This streak is then 
examined under the microscope. If it contains but one gonidium, 
it is in a fit state for use for the culture; but if it contains more 
than one, a part of it must be wiped off with a scrap of boiled 
rag. A drop of the culture fluid must then be laid on the goni- 
dium, the slide then laid upon one of the zinc frames represented 
in Fig. 1, and this covered with a bell-jar, the edges of which are 
immersed in water. It is even better to add a few drops of the 
culture-fluid to the watch-glass of water containing the gonidia, 
and to leave them there for a few hours. The gonidia swell to a 
ten-fold size, becoming globular, and are much easier to see and 
count in the streak upon the object-slide. The swollen gonidium 
will show a large central vacuole (Fig. 113*, AB). 

Several germ-tubes will quickly be developed from the 
gonidium, will grow rapidly, and, in the course of a day, as 
can be readily seen by repeated examination under the micro- 
scope, will produce a much-branched mycelium (Fig. 113^*, C). 
Successive grades of branches progressively diminish in thickness. 
The entire mycelium is devoid of partition walls, and is filled with 
dense, granular protoplasmic contents, in which are numerous 
vacuoles. When the mycelium has attained a definite size, 
further branching ceases ; the protoplasm becomes more granular 
and darker, and begins to collect towards the middle of the 
mycelium. Here the gonidiophore rises out of the fluid as a 
thicker branch ; and when this has attained a certain size, the 
effd swells into a head (Fig. 113*, 0), the bulk of the protoplasm 
of the mycelium moves towards this rudimentary gonidangium 
(Fig. 113*, D), and is replaced by cell-sap. The gonidangium 
is cut off by a partition wall, which bulges into it (FJ), and its 
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contents separate into individual portions, which constitute the 
gonidia (^. When the gonidangium is ripe, the gonidiophore 
rapidly elongates. In the mycelium, partition walls have already 



Fig. 113*. — Muayr Mucedo, A, gonidia ; J5, gi^riuination of gonidia ; <7, the greatly 
branched thallus (mycelium), proceeding from the gonidiiirn, and commencing to pro- 
duce erect gonidiophores, which are developed centrifugally ; D, swollen end of a 
gonidiophore, still continuous throughout; M, separation of the gonidangium by a 
partition, so as to form the columella ; F, formation of spores, separated by an in- 
terstitial substance ; tbe wall of the gonidangium bristles with crystalline points of 
oxalate of lime. (From Van Tieghem’s TmiU de BotaniquBj after Brefeld.) 


been formed. This stage of the development is attained in, at 
the outside, three days. 

While we should by no means neglect to get an insight into 
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the rapid development of this fungus, it is well to state that, 
should we wish to carefully study the various stages as above, 
it will be necessary to start several similar cultures, since for 
observation a cover-glass must be laid on, and the preparation 
will thus be spoiled for further development. With a sufficiently 
high power, protoplasmic streaming will be readily recognisable,, 
and especially along the wall of the gonidiophore. 

Permanent preparations of spore-cultures, at any time prior 
io the elongation of the gonidiophore, can be made by fixing the 
object by carefully flooding the object-slide with one of the fixing 
fluids, and then staining the object while still upon the slide. In 
iihe centre of such a preparation the original gonidium can usually 
be still recognised as a slight swelling (sec Fig. 113^, C). 

Sexual Beproduction of Mucorh—On the object-slide we obtain 
only gonidiophores, ultimately several on each individual ; in 
order to see the sexual organs and zygospores (zygotes), we 
■nust make a culture en masse. They are most readily obtained 
apon horse-dung cultures, but rarely in quantity ; so that we 
often look for them in vain. When present the zygospores show 
on the dung as black dots. If such a dot be carefully removed 
JO an object-slide, we can, if it be actually a Mucor zygospore, 
.-ecognise it as a black ball covered with wart-like projections, 
tt is very readily torn, but if it should happen to be complete, we 
^ian recognise the two ends of darkly-coloured mycelial threads 
liittached to it (Fig. 114, 0). If the mycelial thread be torn off, or 
bas already separated from the zygospore, the places of attachment 
/)an be seen as clear circular spots (Fig. 114, D). These can 
be seen with special ease when the zygospore is crushed. The 
contents of the zygospore consist, as is then seen, of finely 
granular protoplasm and oil. Besides the ripe zygospores, we- 
may also find younger, paler, or even colourless ones which 
do not yet possess the warty prominences ; and we may even 
have portions of mycelium in which the formation of zygospores 
has just commenced. We then see two mycelial threads, rich in 
contents, the ends of which have swollen spherically, which have 
joined together by their apical surfaces (Fig. 114, A and B), At 
a little distance from these surfaces each of the swollen ends has 
been cut off by a partition wall. In somewhat older stages, 
the contact surfaces of the two sexual organs have disappeared, 
and the contents of both cells have mingled. The zygospore 
'zygote), which has thus resulted from the copulation or 

^ See note on p. 325. 
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conjugation of two similar cells, rounds off and enlarges con- 
siderably, and the two attached, club-like, swollen mycelial 
threads form the suspensors, 



the zygospore ; fusion of the cells, enlargement of the zygospore and of the branches 
■which bear it ; Q, ripe zygospore, enclosed in the blackened membrane of the con- 
jugated cells ; D, zygospore isolated from this outer membrane and upon which we 
see one of the rings of attachment ; E, zygospores germinating in moist air into a spor- 
angiferous hypha. (From Van Tieghem’s TraiU de Botaniq'm, after Brefeld.) 

The formation of zygotes can usually be forced in the months 
of March and April, if gonidia are sown in fresh, flattened-out 
horse-dung. The zygotes are ready in from eight to fourteen 
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days. At other times, in order to obtain zygotes, it succeeds well 
if the sowing is made in some drops of concentrated pliim-jiiicc 
(^>.< 7 ., of French plums), sterilised by long boiling, and then mixed 
with 10 to 20 per cent, of absolute alcohol. The sowing is made 
on a cover- glass in a damp chamber constructed of a glass ring 
(see p. 279), and the object-slide placed in the large plaster of 
Paris moist chamber (p. 279). 

That these zygospores actually belong to Mugqt Mucedo Qddi 
be determined by germinating them. When the conditions for 
their development are present, the zygospores are produced in: 
great number, and a large amount of material for investigation 
can be obtained by cleansing the dung in question with water. 
The ripe zygospores sink. They are carefully washed and laid 
upon object-slides under a bell- jar with its edges immersed in 
water. Germination begins in about six weeks, when each 
zygospore emits usually one thick germ-tube, which is a sporan- 
giophore, and is crowned by the characteristic sporangium of 
Mucor (Fig. 114, E). For the emission of the germ-tube the 
black outer wall of the zygote, the exosporiunij is only torn 
so far as is necessary ; the development of the sporangium 
proceeds relatively slowly, and is completed about the third day 
after the commencement of germination. 

Mucor Yeast” — Mucor grown also upon the surface 

of a saccharine fluid, and forms submerged and aerial hyphse 
as upon bread or dung. But if gonidia are grown completehf 
submerged in such a fluid, as, for example, in the thin layer- 
between a cover-glass and a slide, the hyphae produced break 
up by constriction into necklace-like strings, the units of which 
separate and bud, much after the fashion of Saccharomyces (p, 288),, 
and like it induce active alcoholic fermentation. 

Parasites on Mucor, — In studying dung-cultures of Mucor 
MucedOj it is well to note that it is commonly accompanied by 
one, or two, other Mucorineae, Chmtocladium Jonesii, and perhaps 
Piptocephalis Freseniana, which grow parasitically upon it. The 
mycelial threads of Ghcetocladium unite with the mycelial threads 
and gonidiophores of Mucor, by means of the resorption, at the place 
of union, of the separating walls. Numerous further prominences 
arise, and unite with the Mucor hypha as a suctorial apparatus, 
or haustoria. The mycelial threads of Piptocephalis, on the 
other hand, cling to the Mucor threads by swollen ends, from; 
which numerous delicate processes penetrate into its interior.. 
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If note is not made of these relations, the fructifications of these 
two parasitic fungi might be regarded as belonging to the Mucor 
itself. 

Moist Ghamher Cultures of Micro-Fungi. — In the cultivation 
of fungus spores in moist chambers it may be remarked that 
for rapid cultures the pasteboard chambers answer admirably ; 
but that for cultures which last more than a few days they 
cannot be used, as they themselves form a nidus for the spores 

of various moulds. Glass chambers (p. 279) must then be used. 

The infusion of horse-dung recommended for Mucor does not keep 
for long, and therefore can be recommended only for cultures 
of rapidly -developing moulds. If the development requires a 
longer period, it is sometimes feasible every other day to remove 
the drop carefully with a pipette, and replace it with a new 

supply. The infusion keeps the longest when the dung is 

stirred in water, boiled and filtered, and the filtrate kept for 
at least twenty-four hours in a vapour bath. In many cases 
a cold extract of dried fruits, such as raisins, pears or plums, 
is very serviceable. Such an extract is filtered till clear, and 
then evaporated to the thickness of syrup. It can be kept for 
years unchanged, and when wanted for culture purposes can 
be mixed in suitable proportions with well-boiled water. If the 
fluid has an acid reaction it must under some circumstances be 
neutralised with ammonia, as many fungi cannot endure the 
acids derived from fruits. 

The Potato Disease, Phytophthora infestam. — The cause of 
the potato disease is likewise a Phycomycete, Phytophthora in- 
festans, de Bary, the germ-tubes of which penetrate through 
the membranes of the epidermal cells of the potato-leaf into 
its intercellular spaces, and, spreading about - in these, destroy 
the tissue of the host-plant, forming brown spots of constantly- 
increasing diameter. In order to obtain the fungus in quantity 
in a fructifying state, we place a piece of a diseased potato -plant 
in an atmosphere saturated with moistm’e under a bell-jar, and 
let it lie there for about two days. The diseased leaves are 
now covered over on both sides, but especially on the under, 
with white mould,'" formed by the filamentous fruiting branches 
(gonidiophores) of the Phytophthora, which are especially de- 
veloped at the edges of the brown spots. On surface sections 
of the parts thus covered we see the gonidiophores projecting 
ithrough the widely-opened stomata. We can demonstrate this, 
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though less completely, upon fragments of leaves, which we place 
bodily under the microscope. The gonidiophores appear as deli- 
cate, unseptate threads, branched above, and filled with finely- 
granular protoplasm (Fig. 115, A). The branching is monopodial 
(or racemose) ; the number of branches usually only two or three. 
These branches are irregularly swollen at intervals. In dry air 
the gonidiophores, collaps- 
ing, are twisted upon their i F 

axis. Here and there we | ^ 

see at the end of a branch a V) 1/ ^ 

gonidangium in course of Y 

development; the ripe lemon- ^ » 

shaped gonidangia, how- ” 

■ever, have fallen off in laying v ou| 

the preparation in water. In | | 

order to find the gonidangia M yj I 

onthegonidiophore,wemust ^ ^ 

•examine the preparation dry, 

covering it with a cover-glass, ^ 

and running a trace of water \ 

under it from the edge, as | | ^ 

otherwise the gonidiophores, | U ] 

as already indicated, rapidly | / 

drying, shrivel up. In plants m / ^ J) J 

collected from the open air | . / / 

the gonidiophores are found L 

only on the under side of the 

leaves, and do not grow so ( 

tall as in the moist chamber ; 
are much less noticeable, 
therefore, with the naked 

eye. Fig. 115.—.4, surface view of the epidermis 

■nahVefA ^rnQQ of the leaf of iwSeroswm (the potato), 

Delicate cross secizons gonidiophores of Phyto'phthw'a infest- 

through the margin of a spot ans projecting out of the stomata {x 90) \ B, a 

T 1 f. -3 1 ripe gonidangium; C\ another, with divided con- 

on a diseased leat, made by tents. 2), a swarm-spore x 540). 
means of elder-pith, permit 

us to clearly follow the exit of the gonidiophores from the stomata. 
Often several such hyphae come side by side out of the same 
stoma; or, more commonly, the hypha branches at its exit, and 
gives rise to gonidiophores in proportion. From these places we can, 
though with difficulty, follow the hyphae inwards, into the tissue 
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of the leaf, and determine that they pass into the intercellular 
soaSs Worn the mycelium arise numerous extraordinarily 
Scate filamentous suctorial organs (haustoria , ^vhich pene- 
tate Lo the cells of the host-plant. The dehcate mycelial 
threads, on the other hand, cling closely to_ the cells of the os . 
These kls show first a browning of their chlorophyU gjams , 
lese ultimately fuse together, and with the other constituents 

of the cell-contents, into a dark-brown, coagulated mass ; at the 

tie time the whole ceU coUapses. The gomdangia are lemon- 
sWd (Fig. 115 , B), with short stalks, somewhat tapering apex, 
and finL granular contents. The membrane is very delicate, 
Tlittle sloLn at the apex. As we have already seen, .hey are 
situated at the ends of the branches of the gonidiophore; if they 
have attained their full dimensions, the apex of the branch under 
the point of origin of the gonidangium proceeds to grow uni- 
laterally, and presses the gonidangium over to one side, so that 
this coLs to lie in a position at right angles mth the branch. 

At the apex of the branch soon arises the rudiment of a new 

eonidangium (compare Fig. 115 , A). 

We sow the gonidangia in a drop of water upon a cover-glass, 
and take care by stirring the drop that the greater part of the 
gonidangia are immersed. The cover-glass is laid upon a small 
List chamber, with the drop suspended. The culture must not 
be carried on in too strong light. After the lapse of about an 
hour perhaps later, the formation of swarm-spores (zoogonidia) 
from’ the contents of the gonidangium begins; hence we have 
named these structures gonidangia, not gomdia ; they can, how- 
■ ever, germinate direct, functioning as gomdia in which case we 
see some of those lying at the surface or at the edge of the drop 
put out a germ-tube from the anterior papilla. In those which 
L immersed and form swarm-spores, the contents divide into an 
indefinite number of cells (0), in each of which we can see a 
small central vacuole. The apex of the gonidangium swells 
out into a papiUa, is finally dissolved, and the separated masses 
of its contents are successively pressed out through the small 
round aperture. They hasten away as swarm-spores (zoogonidia). 
If we fix these swarm-spores with iodine solution, we can deter- 
mine the presence upon them of two cilia. The^ are inserted 
laterally, near the now peripheral vacuole ^ 

of the swarm-spores lasts up to half an hour. They en 
to rest, surround themselves with a ceUulose membrane, and 


PYTHIUM. 


321 


soon produce a germ-tube. It is this tube, developed direct from 
the gonidangium, or from a swarm-spore, which penetrates through 
the epidermis into the stem and leaves of the potato-plant, and 
can in this way, as may be proved, infect a completely healthy 
plant. The rapid multiplication of the parasite is provided for 
by the formation of gonidangia and swarm-spores. 

Sexual organs have not yet been found upon PhytophtJiora 
inf es tans y although known for the nearly allied Peronospore^. 
In these, mycelial branches in the interior of the host swell, 
usually at their end, spherically, and form the oogonia by 
cutting off these swellings by partition walls. By each oogonium 
is found a mycelial branch, with its end cut off as an antheridium. 
The greater part of the protoplasm present in the oogonium forms 
a central globular egg-cell or oosphere. The antheridium puts 
out a fertilising sac to the oosphere, and the resulting oospore 
surrounds itself afterwards with a firm membrane. 

Pythium . — One of the best of the Oomycetes for study, 
and an exceedingly likely one in which to obtain the sexual 
organs, is Pythium de Baryanum, one of the^ group of parasitic 
thread fungi which are responsible for the disease known (from 
its results) as the ‘'damping off” of seedlings. This disease, 
often disastrous in its widespread results, is specially induced 
in seedlings grown under unhealthy conditions, e.g,j too closely 
crowded, too wet, insufficiently exposed to light and air, etc. The 
particular fungus named above occurs almost with certainty upon 
seedlings of common garden cress, Lepidium sativum^ when 
thickly sown in a flower-pot about two-thirds filled with soil or 
cocoa-nut fibre refuse, covered with a glass plate, set in a saucer 
of water, and kept super-plentifully supplied with moisture. The 
seeds germinate normally, but in a few days the hypocotyl will be 
seen to bend over, owing, apparently, to a serious spindling of 
the stem just above ground level. A few days later the lower 
parts of the stems will be seen to be enveloped in a feltwork 
of fungal hyphse, which, commencing in each case near the base 
of the hypocotyl, spreads gradually over the entire plant, causing 
its decay. Over the surface of the ground the hyphse may spread 
to, and infect, other plants.^ 

If now a portion of a collapsed stem be examined in water 

^See an account, illustrated, by H. Marshall Ward, in Q, J. M, 8,^ voi. 
xxiii., p. 487 et seg. Also Trow, in Ann. Bot.^ vol. 16, 1901. See note p. 325. 
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with a low power, the colourless hyphae will be seen spreading 
over the surface of the stem, and especially crowded at the 
position of collapse, while the external tissues of the host will 
show manifest signs of disorganisation. Teasing out a fragment 
with needles, the hyphae are seen to be highly refractive, abun- 
dantly branched, only here and there septate, spreading over the 
surface, and penetrating it, occasionally by the stomatic clefts, but 
generally by perforation through the epidermis. Within the host- 
plant the hyphse can be traced, partly in the intercellular spaces, 
partly in the cortical cells themselves, the solution of the walls 
being effected by means of a cellulose-ferment, — If a healthy 
cress seedling be placed in a watch-glass of water for twenty 
to twenty-four hours, with a fragment of an infected seedling, the 
attack of the healthy seedling by hyphse from the infected one can 
be followed, and in a few days gonldia will be developed. Many 
of these will be seen terminating branches, within or outside the 
host-plant, in the form of pear-shaped, and later on, spherical 
swellings ; while many others will be found in intermediate parts 
of the hyphse ; so .that the gonidia can be either terminal or inter- 
stitial. The gonidia are filled with granular protoplasm ; each is 
cut off by a septum. They are asexual reproducing bodies. If 
the tissues are allowed simply to decay, these gonidia are set free, 
and lie dormant as resting spores. If, however, fresh water 
is added, or they are transferred to a fresh specimen, they germi- 
nate in a few hours, one or more germ-tubes being produced. 
Even in a fresh supply of water, with no Lepidium material, they 
will germinate, but quickly die. If sown immediately after separa- 
tion the gonidia produce zoospores, resembling those in Eig. 115. 

If a piece of Lepidium material, with a large number of 
gonidia, be placed in a pretty considerable quantity of fresh 
water the sexual organs can often be readily produced, even 
in a few hours ; or a small well-selected piece may be cultivated 
in a suspended drop. Examination at frequent intervals is de- 
sirable, and the development of the oogonia and antheridia, and 
processes of fertilisation may be followed. With patience in 
observation the same structures may often be found developed 
from gonidia in the general culture. 

In general appearance the oogonium resembles the terminal 
gonidium, is spherical, and cut off from the parent hypha by a 
septum. When fully formed the contents of the oogonium 
have separated into a central granular mass, the oosphere, and 
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:a clearer enveloping layer, the periplasm. The antheridlum 
is developed shortly after the oogonium in the form of a short 
club-shaped cell, cut off by a partition wall, and arising either 
from immediately below the oogonium, on the same hypha, or 
from some neighbouring hypha. This antheridium grows into 
close contact with the oogonium. In its contents also a segre- 
gation into a central fertile portion and a surrounding periplasm 
is recognisable. No spermatozoids are formed. The anthe- 
ridium puts out a short cylindrical fertilising- tube, which pene- 
trates into the oogonium, traverses the periplasm, and reaches 
the oosphere; its end opens, and the central contents of the 
antheridium traverse it, and coalesce with the oosphere, fertilising 
it. At a later stage the oospore may be found, surrounded by 
a thick cell-wall, in part at least derived from the periplasm, 
which has disappeared, so that the oospore lies loosely in the 
oogonium. The contents of the oospore are densely granular, 
.and with many oil globules. It also is a resting spore, but of a 
much more resistant character than the resting stage of the gonidia. 

Penioillium cnistaceum^ or Blue Mould, — Upon the most 
various objects in damp positions, even if the merest traces of 
nourishment can be obtained from them, soon is wont to be 
found the blue-green mould, Penicillium crustaceum, Fries. It 
is the most widely distributed of all moulds ; we meet with it 
everywhere, and shall not, therefore, need to seek long for 
material for examination. It will be, however, most convenient 
to moisten a piece of bread, and place it under a bell- jar. Not 
improbably Mucorine^e will first show themselves on the bread ; 
but soon the, at first, more slowly-developed Penicillium will 
have supplanted it, and after about a week covers the sub- 
stratum with a dense blue-green covering. The blue-green colour 
arises from the gonidia of Penicillium, which, however, only show 
this colour when in great quantity. — We now lift a little material 
from the substratum, and examine it in water. ^ The mycelium 

^In the examination of fresk objects in water, it often happens that air 
clings very tightly amongst the hyphae, and hinders observation. Attempts 
to remove the air have usually disadvantageous efiects upon the preparation 
itself. In order to render the gonidiophores of these and other moulds free 
of air, as far as they will admit of it, and yet having their natural distri- 
bution, the following method may be used : A scrap of the material is laid 
■carefully upon the surface of a drop of glycerine, a drop of alcohol is placed 
upon it, and the cover-glass is laid on. The extraordinarily violent difiusion 
currents which are set up usually displace the air qiiite ely. 
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consists of branched hyphse, divided by numerous partition walls. 
The contents directly visible are finely granular protoplasm and 
small vacuoles. Individual threads, not distinguishable from other 

mj-celial threads, have developed into 
fruiting branches (gonidiophores). 
At their apex they produce a whorl 
of short branches, which branches 
(Eig. 116 , s') on their part either 
bear directly whorls of sterigmata 
(hst), or each one again bears a 
whorl of shorter branches , and then 
these bear the whorls of sterigmata. 
This branching gives to the gonidio- 
phore the appearance of a brush. 
Commonly other lateral branches, 
which arise just under a partition 
wall of the primary gonidiophore (as 
in the right hand of the figure), come 
up laterally to this terminal brush, 
and form secondary gonidiophores. 
The sterigmata, as sufficiently strong 
magnification shows, are cylindrical, 
prolonged at their end to a finer pro- 
jection (s^). This swells spherically 
at its apex, and forms a quicMy- 
growing gonidium. Under the first 
gonidinm a second swelling soon 
appears, which becomes a gonidium, 
and so on ; so that chains of gonidia 
arise, the terminal one being the 
oldest. The uppermost gonidia of 
the chain are thrown off^ while new 

ones are thrust outwards from below. 
Fig. 11^. — Penicillmm crmtace- m jii. j* Tk • -t?* 

um, fruiting brandies with verticils iutts 01 UXea With 

-weU with very 

From an alcohol-hsematoxylin pre- dilute haematoxylin, by which it can 
paration (x 540), determined that in the cells of 

the mycelium and the fruiting branch numerous nuclei are pre- 
sent. The nuclei are very small, so that they require strong 
magnification. They are elongated in the longitudinal direction 
of the cell, and joined together by fine plasma threads. In long 
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cells very many can be counted ; in the shorter branches of the 
whorls on the gonidiophores, only one or two ; in the sterigniata, 
probably only one at the upper end. The sterigmata, however, 
are usually filled so thickly with contents at the apex that the 
identification of the nucleus in them is impossible. In the gonidia 
also, with the strongest magnification, a nucleus can be dis- 
tinguished with certainty for each. 

We may add that besides the above-described gonidiophores, 
it is possible to rear upon Penicillium a second kind of fruiting 
body. These arise in suitably managed culture en masse, have 
the size of small pin-heads, and a yellowish colour. In their 
interior, after longer period of rest, asci are formed, each of which 
produces eight spores (ascospores). Therefore Penicillium must 
be set down as an Ascomycete, one representing the section of 
cleistocarpous Ascomycetes, with closed fructification. Out of 
the spores developed in the asci the brush-like gonidiophores have 
been again developed upon the object-slide. 

NOTE ON THE SEXUALITY OF THE MUOOEINEJ3 (p. 315). 

The uncertainty in production of zygospores, and abundance when produced 
at ah, which has hitherto been attributed to the effects of external conditions, 
has recently received explanation by the discovery, by A. F. Blakeslee, of the 
dioici&m of the Mucorines. A plant grown from one spore (gonidium) does not 
produce zygospores ; similarly with a patch from spores of common origin ; but 
plants derived from spores of varied origins, grown collaterally, may show them 
along the line of contact. Those cultures, therefore, are most promising which 
are grown from spores obtained from varied sources. See a criticism by Y. H. 
Blackman in the New Fhytologist, November, 1906, p. 215. 

.NOTE ON PYTHIUM (p. 321). 

There appears to be difficulty in some localities in making sure of the 
occurrence of the parasitic P. de Baryanum, and Trow suggests the use of one or 
other of the saprophytic species instead ; indeed he considers the latter to have 
the advantage also in ease of study, the freedom with which they produce sexual 
organs, and the comparative readiness with which pure cultures can be obtained. 
The method adopted is that of the text (g.v,), very rotten material being 
examined for spores contained in it. These spores, when found, are culti- 
vated in the “ hanging drop ” in a moist chamber, fragments of boiled cress 
seedlings being used as nutrient material ; on a larger scale Petri dishes, with 
dead flies or cabbage leaf, in water, as pabulum ; or glass-pot cultures on boiled 
potato. See Trow, “ Observations on the Biology and Cytology of Pythium 
Ann. Bot., v, 15 (1901), pp. 269-312 and PL 15, 16 ; and Miyaki on 
The Fertilisation of Pythium de Baryanum,^* same vol. pp. 663-GG7 and PI. 
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BEPEODUCTION OP THE HIGHER PUNGI AHD OP LICHENS. 

Pbincipaii Materials Used. 

; fresh, dried, or in alcohoL 

Ascobolus furfuraceus, on horse- or cow-dung ; fresh. 

Mcidium Berberidis, on leaves of Barberry in May and June ; fresh, or in 
alcohol, or dried and soaked. 

Puccinia graminis, on grasses in sunamer and autumn. 

Russula species ; or Agaricus campestris ; fresh, or in alcohol, 
fresh, dried, or in alcohol. 

Principal Eeagents Used. 

Potash — ^Iodine. 

Beprodiiction of an Ascomycete, Morchella esculenta.—ln order 
to investigate the strnctnre of the hymenium of a highly-developed 
form of the Ascomycetes, we can take the Morell, Morchella escit- 
lenta. Even dried specimens can here, after softening, be em- 
ployed for the investigation. Eresh are naturally to be preferred. 
The well-known edible Morell has an irregularly ovate, stalked 
fructification, which in its interior conceals a simple cavity, and 
whose upper swollen part has deep infoldings. The hollows or 
chambers between the ridges are clothed with hymenial tissue, 
while this is not developed upon the projecting exposed ridges 
themselves. Suitable sections are very easy to obtain, and must 
be taken perpendicularly to the surface of a hollow. The hy- 
menium consists of approximately parallel spore-sacs (asci) and 
paraphyses (Pig. 117). The asci (<x) are almost cylindrical, and 
contain in their upper part eight elhptic, unicellular spores, asco- 
spores, crowded together. Eesides the spores, there is also 
present in the asci the, in part, strongly refractive epiplasm. 
The paraphyses (p) are brownish, septate threads, sornewhat 
swollen above. The uppermost cell (p) is especially elongated 

(826) 
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They do not attain the length of the asci. Asci and paraphyses 
arise as free hyphal ends from the densely interwoven, flatly 
extended, sub-hymenial tissue. This 
arises from the moreloosely-constructed 
inner hyphal texture of the fructifica- 
tion. Addition of iodine colours the 
masses of epiplasm in the asci reddish- 
brown. This reaction is characteristic 
of epiplasm, and is considered to be a 
reaction for giycogen. The character- 
istic peculiarity of this reaction is 
shown upon warming. To the prepara- 
tion lying in water, and coloured by 
iodine, some water is added, yet not so 
much as to decolorise it ; then it is 
carefully warmed, without attaining the 
boiling-point, and held over white paper, 
in order to see if the colour has become 
paler. When this happens , the prepara- 
tion is rapidly cooled, and the darker 
coloration, in large preparations even h^Skftissur(^^llo).’ 
visible with the naked eye, again 

appears. With the aid of iodine, the base of many asci can be 
traced pretty deeply into the sub-hymenial tissue. The contents 
of the spores, paraphyses, sub-hymenial tissue, and of the tissue 
in the interior of the fructification colours at the same time 
yellow or yellowish- brown. 

Ascoholus fiirfuraceus. — When fresh horse-, or, still better, 
cow-dung is placed in a shallow glass vessel, covered with a glass 
lid, and allowed to stand in a moderately strongly-lighted place, 
a luxuriant fungus vegetation begins at once to develop. First 
appears Mucor Mucedo, with its parasites, as described on p. 317 
later (upon cow-dung) comes still another Mucorine, which, by 
reason of its hemispherical black sporangia, thrown off by a special 
swelling layer, may be referred to Pilobolics crystallmus. After 
two or three weeks, when the Mucorines have for the most part 
completed their development, will appear the hymenomycetous 
Gojprinus, with small cap and long stalk ; at the same time m? 
also appear on the substratum small pear-shaped cups, which are 
the fructifications of an Ascomycete of the section DiscomyceteSj 
belonging to the genus Ascoholus, and probably A, furfuraceus. 
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Duiig-cnltnres so rarely fail to produce some of tlie Asoobolidae 
that they may be considered the readiest means of obtaining 
material for the study of the Discomycetous Ascomycetes. 

The small cups have a diameter of from i inch ; their 
somewhat projecting base appears, according to circumstances, 
dark brown or yellow. This colour often changes Avhile under 
observation — especially when the culture is examined in early 
afternoon — and, by lifting the cover, a sudden change is induced 
in the state of moisture of the material and its surrounding atmo- 
sphere, It can then be determined that the dark masses, which 
are spores, have been flung out of the sporangia. If the vessel is 
not too high, microsc'opical examination of its cover will easily 
show the Ascoholus spores clinging to it, singly or in little heaps. 
The black heads of Pilobolus may similarly be clinging to the 
glass cover. 

If we remove from the substratum a fructification of Ascoholus, 
a portion of the mycelium upon which it arises will probably 
accompany it. It is a brownish feltwork, formed of thick hyphae, 
septate by cross-walls. We prepare between finger and thumb, 
or in other fashion, delicate longitudinal sections of the fructifica- 
tion, and examine it under the microscope. The foot, tapering 
downwards, is formed of pseudo-parenchymatous tissue. The 
segments of the hyphae are considerably swollen, rounded or poly- 
gonal by lateral pressure, of relatively considerable dimensions, 
but very poor in contents. Upwards, the cells of this foot 
decrease in size, but increase in contents, up to the very dense, 
richly protoplasmic sub-hymenial tissue. From the broadly? 
expanded sub-hymenial tissue arises the hymenium, formed of 
asci and paraphyses. The foot and hymenium alike are sur- 
rounded by a cortex, composed of globular, somewhat firm-walled, 
elements. These elements, in the main arranged in but a single 
layer, are not clearly delimited from the inner tissue of the foot. 
The asci contain eight spores, ascospores, the walls of which are 
at first colourless, then become violet to brown. Simultaneously 
with this change of colour a beautiful tracery becomes visible, 
brought about by a delicate striation of the cell-wall. Quite 
characteristic is the colourless, usually unilateral, swelling, a 
^atinous appendage, which each spore possesses, and which is 
espfo^ially visible upon the spores while still colourless. Study of 
their development shows that here also the entire protoplasm of 
the ascus is not used in forming the spores, and it is easy to find 
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in the preparation young asci which, besides the spores, show 
also a protoplasmic residue — the epiplasm. During the ripening 
of the spores this dwindles to a thin lining layer. The tip of the 
ripe ascus projects above the surface of the hymenium. On its 
flattened apex a small circular cover is clearly recognisable. 
This is opened for the discharge of the spores, the expulsion of 
which is brought about by a strong tension upon the walls of 
the ascus, due to a strongly swelling substance surrounding the 
spores. It is this substance, also, which so greatly stretches the 
ascus that its apex protrudes from the hymenium; the empty 
collapsed asci are withdrawn into the hymenium.^ 

The paraphyses are long, much septate threads. Their 
terminal segments are swollen club-wise ; their contents are 
sparse and colourless. Asci and paraphyses are in their upper 
part embedded in a gelatinous substance of a sulphur yellow 
colour, and it is this which gives to the entire fructification its 
yellow hue. This likewise proceeds from the swollen membranes. 

On the addition of normal iodine solution the hymenium, in its 
lower parts, takes on a blue colour,— a phenomenon which rarely 
comes with the Fungi, but is widely spread amongst Lichens. 
These latter, in point of fact, are also, like Ascobolus^ almost 
always Ascomycetes, but living symbiotically with Algse. The 
red-brown staining of the epiplasm in the asci appears here less 
beautifully than in Morchella. According to the colour of their 
walls the spores take, at the same time, a light brown to a dark 
brown colour. — By the aid of their gelatinous appendage the 
spores remain clinging to the substratum against which they 
happen to have been propelled. The spores do not, however, 
germinate, but, as researches have shown, must pass into the 
intestines of an animal in order to become capable of germination. 

The formation of the fructification of the i^scomycetes results 
from a sexual act*^ As a first rudiment, an oogonium and an 
antheridium are present. After the union of the oonucleus with 
the male spermonucleus, the oogonium grows to a thick multi- 
cellular thread, a cell of which swells, and, in Sph(BTotheccL, 
develops direct into the ascus, of which but one is present in a 
fructification ; in AscoboluSj on the contrary, a branched thread 
arises from it, which finally develops the asci. The young asci 
are mostly multinuclear ; in SphcBrotheca two, in Ascobolus four 
nuclei. These original nuclei, however, combine with one another 

1 See note on p. 338. 

2 This has been proved in a few Genera only.— 
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into the ascns-nuclens, which then, by snccessiye bipartitioiis^. 
gives rise to the eight spore-nnclei. 

Puccinia gmminis. — In the months of May and June may 
perhaps be found upon the under side of the leaves of the Bar- 
berry^ {Berheris vulgaris) orange-coloured warts, which, to the 
naked eye, appear finely pitted. Examination with a lens shows 
them as cushion-like yellow swellings, upon which are placed 
small orange-red cuplets. The corresponding positions on the 
upper side of the leaf appear as reddish spots edged with yellow. 
Examined with a lens, usually numerous brown dots, surrounded 
with orange-red, show in the inner parts of them. Individual 
similar dots are often to be found on the edges of the cushion on. 
the under side of the leaf. The cuplets on the cushion of the 
under side of the leaf are the aecidium-fruits of PBcidium Bar- 
heridiSj the '‘cluster-cup” of the Barberry; the corresponding 
dots on the spots on the upper side of the leaf, and also upon the 
edges of the cushion on the under side of the leaf, are the sper- 
mogones appertaining to them. Together they form the first 
generation of the common fungus, Bust of wheat, etc. [Puccinia 
gramims)y belonging to the .^^cidiomycetes or Uredineae, of 
which the second generation is passed through upon our corn and 
other grasses, giving rise to the appearance of the disease called 
" rust 

By means of elder-pith we prepare delicate cross-sections 
through an infected leaf, and examine them with a low, and 
afterwards with a high power. We assume that fresh material 
stands at our disposal ; the investigation can, however, be carried 
on satisfactorily upon dried and soaked, and very well upon 
alcohol material. The sections prepared from the fresh leaf are 
especially clear if we run in a little potash solution. In the 
uninfected parts the barberry leaf shows, proceeding from above 
downwards : an upper epidermis ; a single layer of elongated 
palisade-cells ; a loose spongy parenchyma, about five ceils 
deep; the under epidermis. The cushions of tissue of the 
infected parts have attained more than double the thickness 
of the leaf. Upon the palisade layer of the upper side, which is 
higher, but otherwise appears little changed, impinges a closed 

1 This plant is now rare in many parts of Britain in the wild state, having 
been exterminated by farmers for reasons which the life history of Puccinia 
will render obvious. The commonest -^oidiomycete is probably that which 
forms the rounded yellow swollen patches on the leaves of the Coltsfoot. — [En.], 
On the Uredinese, see V. H. Blackman, in Ann. Bot., v. 18 (1901), 323-73 and 
PI. 21-21. 
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tissue, more or less elongated in a direction at right-angles to the 
surface of the leaf, and, from the small development of its inter- 
cellular spaces, is essentially distinguished from the spongy 
parenchyma of the surrounding parts of the leaf. The epidermis 
of both surfaces of the leaf has not been affected in form. The 
contents of aU these cells are disorganised, and consist partly of 
colourless oil-drops, partly of greenish-yeUow and reddish drops 
and granular masses, proceeding from the chlorophyll grains and 
the cytoplasm. The entire tissue of the cushion shows its inter- 
cellular spaces traversed by delicate, septate, slightly-branched 
fungal hyphse, containing oil drops. These extend on both sides 
to the epidermis. With ohlorzinc iodine, as also with iodine and 
sulphuric acid, blue coloration is not induced, since fungal- 
cellulose rarely shows this reaction. The secidium-cups, as we 
have them before us in longitudinal section, are sunk more than 
half in the tissue of the cushion. We easily determine that the 
mycelial hyph® under the cups form a dense, almost pseudo- 
parenchymatous, layer, from which, perpendicularly outwards,, 
and parallel to one another, rise numerous thicker club-shaped 
hyphse, without interspaces, forming the so-called hymenium. 
These hyphse, the basidia, pass over at their ends into straight 
rows of spores, which at the basidia are colourless, and, from 
mutual pressure, polygonal, but graduaUy become orange-red and 
rounded. Higher up the spores separate from one another, and 
are evacuated from .the opened cup. The observation of &e 
voungest spores upon the basidia convinces us, however, that 
they are cut off one after another by cross-waUs, from the apex of 
the growing basidia. The unilamellar wall of the frmt (&e 
neridium) consists of ceUs which look very like the spores, but 
remain polygonal, and do not separate laterally from one another 
Their fine delicately porous waUs are especially strongly thickened 
on the outer side. The developing peridium pushes back and 
destroys the surrounding tissue of the cushion, and tears open the 
epidermis in order to open out to the exterior. 

The pear-shaped spermogones, especially found ® 

upper side of the leaf, are, like the secidium fruits, surroundeti, 
though less strongly, by a weft of hyphse, 

crowded parallel threads, running towards the middle hne of th 
structure. These threads are very delicate ; -those found m t e 
upper part of the organ project as delicate bmdles towards the 
exterior (compare Fig. 118 later). These dehcate threads, the 
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sterigmata, abstrict at their points exceedingly small, globular 
ceils, the spermatia, which are evacuated from the organ in a 
mass of slime. The sterigmata themselves contain orange-red 
oil drops, which give to the entire organ, especially in its outer 
parts, its special colour. The spermatia germinate slightly in 
culture fluids, but not, apparently, in nature. The spermogones 
correspond morphologically with the similarly named structures 
in the lichen-forming Ascomycetes, and are doubtless male sexual 
organs which have become functionless. 

As already mentioned, the fungus lives as a second generation 
upon Graminese* It belongs to the heteroecious parasites, which, 
in contradistinction to the autcecious, go through their alter- 
nation of generation upon different hosts. This has been demon- 
strated by direct sowing of the aecidium spores upon seedlings ol 
the cereals. The uredo condition of Fuccinia graminis we 
-encounter not. infrequently in corn fields, from mid- June to 
autumn, upon rye, wheat, barley, oats, and especially on the 
couch-grass or twitch {Triticum repens). It is found chiefly 
on the haulm and the leaf-sheaths of the infected plants, and 
is easily recognised as narrow, rust-coloured to dark-brown 
streaks, running parallel with the veins. Upon the leaf-sheaths 
and haulm (stem) these streaks attain to even two or more 
inches in length. The epidermis of the host is torn open and 
raised by the protruding gonidial tissue. First appear the rust- 
coloured patches of the summer spores, the uredo-spores, with 
which are gradually associated brown winter spores, teleuto- 
spores. These usurp the place of the uredospores, and at length 
completely supplant them, whereon the patch becomes dark- 
brown, almost black. Towards the end of summer only teleuto- 
'spores are to be found. 

If fresh material is not obtainable, that preserved in alcohol, 
•and even dry plants, softened in water, will serve for study. We 
first prepare a cross-seotion through the haulm of an oat which 
is infected with rusty uredo-streaks. We can easily demonstrate 
upon the cross-section that the fungal hyphse only traverse 
definite tissues of the host, viz,, the chlorophyll-containing, 
looser strips of tissue, which alternate with sclerenchymatous 
strips in the periphery of the stem, and are covered with an 
•epidermis provided* with stomata. Here the cells are densely 
enveloped in hyphae, and their contents disorganised. In the 
places where the section has passed through a uredo-streak^ 
we can see numerous short and delicate branches, directed 
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outwards, arise from the mycelium, which from their swollen 
ends abstrict a unicellular spore, the uredospore. The surface 
is ruptured, its edges thrown up laterally. The spores are in 
different stages of development. Those that are ripe appear 
an elongated oval, and wnth sufficiently strong magnification 
we can distinguish two layers in their wall. The outer, dark 
brown, is covered with numerous small warts; the inner, less 
dark, shows several, usually four, regularly-distributed pits in the 
equator. The contents of the spore are granular, in the interior 
parts a lively orange-red. 

Cross-sections through the haulm of oat, bearing the dark- 
brown streaks of teleutospores, show the same structure, as far 
as the hyphae are concerned, as we have already seen. The 
teleutospores are mounted upon stalks similar to those of the 
uredospores, but thicker w^alled. The teleutospores are two- 
celled. The two cells together form an obovate body, somewhat, 
tapering at its two ends, and with a dark-brown wall. Hants 
examined in the course of the summer may have uredo- and 
teleutospores simultaneously in the streak. 

We may add that these teleutospores hibernate, and are, 
therefore, of the nature of resting-spores ; and are first capable 
of further development in the next spring. Each of the two cells 
puts out a delicate germ-tube, the so-called promycelium, which 
at its upper end cuts off four cells ; each of these puts forth a 
short awl-shaped outgrowth, which cuts off at its apex a kidney- 
shaped sporidium. These sporidia can only infect, i.e,, germi- 
nate upon, the Barberry leaf ; if they happen upon a sufficiently 
young leaf, their germ-tube pierces straight through the outer 
wall of the epidermal cell directly into the interior of the host. 
As we therefore see, the way through the stomata, by which the 
germ-tubes of the secidio- and uredospores enter, is not the onl\' 

one by which infection is possible. 

The uredo-stage of Puccinia graminis can hibernate upon 
winter corn and propagate the rust next summer, with omission 

of the teleuto- and secidium stages. n x i. ;3 

Pte^Toduction of a JSyTnenomycete, Pussula, — In order to study 

the structure of the hymenium of the Hymenomycetes, it is 
preferable to use one of the numerous species of Toadstools 
{Amanita)^ Mushrooms (AgariGUS-'PsaUiota)^ or. Bussula. We 
will select a Bussulcif because this possesses cystidia, also. The 
cap or pileus shows on the under side radially-arranged iamellsBr 
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'Or gills. These bear the hymenium. We cut, parallel to the 
course of the lamellae, a small piece out of the cap (pileus), and 
make through this cross-sections perpendicular to the course of the 
lamellae ; these must be as thin as it is possible to make them. 
The entire cross-section appears like a comb, on which the 



Pig. \1^.--Pw(yinia grominis and JSJcidium Berheridis. I,, transverse secytion of 
the leaf of Berberis, with eecidia (a ) ; p, the peridium, or wall of the secidia ; u, under, 
upper epidermis of the leaf ; from u to the leaf has become thickened by the 
action of the parasite, thus forming the cushion ; on the upper surface are spermogonia 
{si:)). A, a young aacidium which has not yet burst. II., layer of teleutospores on 
the leaf of friticum repens; e, its epidermis. III., part of a layer of uredospores on 
tlie same plant ; the uredospores ; t, a teleutospore. {After Sachs.) 

sections through the lamellae form the teeth (see Pig. 120, A, 
later on). With a low power we see that the hyphs® pass out of 
the cap into the lamellae, run rectilinearly in the middle of these, 
and continuously give off ramifying branches, which are directed 
obliquely towards the flanks of the lamellae, and again branch 
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.(see Fig. 120, B and C). Some of these branches swell into 
club form, and end blind; a larger proportion remain slender, 
.and form, at the base of the club-shaped swollen branches, a 
dense layer of short, 

, rounded segments, 
which we w.ill dis- 
tinguish as the sub- 
hymenial layer* This 
is limited more or less 
sharply towards the 
inner tissue of the 
lamella — the trama. 

The club-shaped swol- 
len branches of the 
trama serve to give to 
the lamella the neces- 
sary stiffness. From 
the sub-hymenial tis- 
sue spring the basidia, 
and paraphyses (Fig. 

119). These have an approximately parallel course, stand out 
perpendicularly from the sides of the lamellae, and form the hy- 
men ium. The basidia {h) are club-shaped. On their flattened 
ends they form four, symmetrically placed, thin branches — the 
sterigmata ( 5 ). These swell gradually at their apices, each into 
an elliptic spore — basidiospore (sp). The basidiospores, when 
they have attained their fuU dimensions, remain in most cases 
smooth, or, in many species of Bussula (cf. Fig. 119), they form 
short spines on their surface. They are then cut off from the 
sterigma by a partition wall, and ultimately fall off^. The septation 
and separation takes place a little below the spore-swelling, in the 
position where the sterigma shows a slight nick. The fallen spore 
has therefore a short stalk. Between the basidia stand the shorter 
sterile paraphyses (p). 

So far the Toadstools and Mushrooms agree with the above- 
described Bussula. In Bussula, however, between basidia and 
paraphyses occur also isolated cystidia (c), structures of the size 
of the basidia, which project a little with their pointed ends above 
the hymenial surface, and with their tapering base penetrate to 
the sub-hymenial tissue, showing themselves to be direct branches 
of the median elements of the trama. All the elements in ques- 

^ They are probably discharged explosively. — [E d.] 



Fig. 119 . — Russula rubra. Part of the liymenium. 
sh, sub-hymenial layer ; &, basidia ; s, sterigrnata ; sp, 
spores ; p, paraphyses; c, a cystidium {x 640). 
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tion are cut off at their base by partition walls ; they contain 
finely granular protoplasm, and not infrequently isolated oil-drops. 

The accompanying Fig. 120 will further elucidate the struc- 
ture of the Hymeno- 
mycetes. It is tahen 
from the common 
Mushroom, A garicus 
campestris. There are 
no cy stiffs, and each 
basidium produces only 
tw;o , instead of four, ba- 
sidiospores. The Mush- 
room offers, moreover, 
the advantage of being 
obtainable fresh all the 
year round. CoprinuBy 
already referred to as 
coming freely upon 
dung-cultures, makes, 
while young, admirable 
material for the study 
of a simple hymenomy- 
cetous fungus, entire 
longitudinal sections 
being taken through 
the unexpanded pileus. 

Beproduction of 
Lichens y Anaptychia, 
— The fungi taking 

Fia 120 . — Agaricus cam.'pestris. A, tangential sec- part in the formation 
tion of the pilens {h), showing the lamellae, 1. B, b. xt- n -f i • k 

similar section of a lamella more highly magnified ; %, 01 the thallUS 01 LlCn- 
the hymenium ; the central tissne, or trama ; shy the ~ kolri-n rt wi-fh -fow 

sub-hymenial layer. O', a portion of the same section Deiong, Wim lew 

still more highly magnified (x 550); g, young basidia exceptions, to the Asco- 
and paraphyses. At this stage these are practically . j. i • 

alike ; s', first formation of conidia on a basidium ; a", mycetes. Anaptyc/ua 

feiienoff! “(Aftefsaohly"’ ciimm, already known 

to us, fructifies very 
freely. The apothecia are saucer-shaped, on a support de- 
veloped from the thallus. This contracts under the apothecium 
like a stalk. A cross-section through this stalk shows radial 
structure, with a fairly uniformly thick cortical layer, and a 
homogeneous gonidial (Algal) layer. The interior of the stalk 
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Fig. 120*.— An apothecinm from Anaptychia ciliaris; h, hymeninm ; a, asci ; p, 
paraphyses ; c, cortical layer ; m, medulla, or pith ; g, alg«e or gonidial layer ( x 45). 

This originates from the medullary tissue of the stalk, from which 
it is delimited by its brownish colour and the want of air-contain- 
ing spaces. While, as we have seen, the hyphse of the thaiius 
itself are not coloured blue even by ehlorzinc iodine (p, 240), 
those of the hymenial tissue take a dark-blue colour, even with 
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is occupied by a medulla, or “pith,” formed of a looser hyphal 
texture. We prepare median longitudinal sections through the 
apothecium. This shows us the apothecial support formed of 
the tissue of the thallus. The gonidial layer extends to its 
rim, which grows out in places into ciliary outgrowths. The 
apothecial support has expanded into a bowl-like form, in order 
to admit the hymenium, which arises from the medullary tissue. 
The hymenium is recognisable by its somewhat brownish colour. 
It consists of very numerous, long, exceedingly narrow, septate 
threads — the paraphyses ; between these, but far less numerous, 
stand the club-shaped sacs — the asci. These latter are always of 
various ages ; the ripe ones contain eight brown-walled spores— 
ascospores. These spores are elliptic, two-celled, slightly con- 
stricted at the boundary of the two cells. Paraphyses and asci 
arise from a like-coloured, felted, horizontally expanded layer of 
little thickness, which is distinguished as the sub-hymenial layer. 
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the addition of a little iodine. The walls of the hymenial ele- 
ments are formed of a 
special modification of 
cellnlose, which has been 
distinguished as starch- 
cellulose* 

If we examine the 
thallus of Anaptyohia 
ciliaris with the lens, we 
shall notice here and there 
upon it wart-shaped pro- 
minences, standing singly 
or in groups. If in such 
places delicate cross-sec- 
tions are taken in con- 
siderable numbers, we shall probably cut throu^ih such a swelling 
(Fig. 121). It appears then as an ovate structure, sunk in the 
thallus, and opening outwardly with a pore, and is now known 
as a spermogonia. It occupies almost the entire depth of the 
thallus, is laterally surrounded by the algal layer, and in the 
interior shows itself to be constructed of delicate, shortly seg- 
mented, approximately radially-arranged threads, single or in 

bundles (compare the Figure). The long axis of the organ is 
traversed by a cylindrical cavity, which receives the rod-like 
spermatia, which are segmented off from the ends of the threads. 
Through the upper opening of the spermogonium the spermatia 
oan make their exit. They are probably the male sexual organs 
of the Lichen ; but, so far as capable of separate germination, are 
also conidia. 

If Anaptyohia is not at our disposal, various other lichens 
show pycnidia, such as Parmelia (Physcia) parietinaf Verrucaria 
nitida, Collema melcsnum, or Cladonia rangiferina. 

NOTE ON THE EXPLOSIVE DEHISCENCE OF ASCI (p. 329). 

An exceptionally beautiful illustration of the explosive discharge of ascospores 
is provided by the large cup-fungus Peziza aurantiaca, not infrequently found 
in gritty turf in damp shady places. If the hymenial surface of the fungus is 
gently stroked with the finger, asei will dehisce in great numbers, and the spores 
be discharged in clouds, quite visible to the naked eye ; resembling, indeed, 
the pollen clouds of the well-known “ Artillery Plant In still air the distance 
to which the spores are propelled is several inches, while they are carried 
further with the smallest aerial movements. With care, and under favourable 
conditions, the spore clouds can be shown upon a screen. — [E d.] 



Pig. 121.— Cross-section through the thallus of 
Anajptychia ciliaris. 


CHAPTEE XXV. 


THE BEPEODUOTION OF MOSSES AHI) LIVERWORTS 
(BRYOPHYTA). 

Principal Materials Used. 

Marchantia ^olymorpha (Liverwort), with gemmse; preferably fresh. 

The same, with male and female receptacles. Preferably fresh. May be 
kept in alcohol. 

Male “flowers” of a Moss, e.g,, Mnium hornum, or Polytriolmm. Fresh, 
dried, or in alcohol. (Mnium hornum is very common in woods and 
on shady banks.) 

Female “ flowers ” of the same. Fresh, dried, or in alcohol. 

(Both of these gathered in April, May or June.) 

Spore-capsules of the same. Fresh or in alcohol. 

Principal Eeag-ents Used. 

Osmic acid, 1 per cent. — Iodine. 

Vegetative Beproduction of Marchantia. — The universally dis- 
tributed Liverwort, Marchantia polymorpha^ the structure of 
which we studied in chap, xviii., rapidly multiplies vegetativeiy 
by its gemmae. These are common amongst liverworts in 
general, and are here met with in especially beautiful form. The 
gemmae of Marchantia arise upon the dorsal (upper) surface of the 
thallus in cup-shaped receptacles or cupules (see Eig. 122, E). 
The cups have a beautifully-toothed rim, and at their bottom the 
bright green gemmae are visible. 

A median longitudinal section through the cupule, parallel to 
the long axis of the shoot which bears it, shows that the cup is 
at first slightly narrowed upwards, and then somewhat suddenly 
expands into the broad rim. The tissue which forms the air- 
chambers passes into the exterior of the cup, to above the point 
where its outward broadening begins. The bottom of the cup is 
occupied by unicellular club-shaped papillae, the membrane of 
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■wMch. swells into mucus. Between these papillae are also found 
some which are two-celled; and some also, the upper cell of 
which has been further cross-septate. The lower cell remains 
simple, and forms the pedicel (or stalk);. the cells of the upper 
portion soon again divide longitudinally, and the structure be- 
comes constantly more multicellular, enlarges much tangentially, 
and becomes several cells thick in the middle. Others will be 
found which have attained their ultimate biscuit-like or bi-convex 
form as fully-developed gemmae. The unicellular pedicel can 
easily be broken through. The separation of the gemmae, and 
their ejection from the cups, results from the strongly-swelling 
mucus, which is developed from the unicellular club-like papillae 
at the bottom of the cup. Each of the two lateral indentations of 




Fiq, 122. — A, a portion of a thallns of 
Marchantia polymwjpha (t), with the up- 
right male receptacle {hu), bearing an- 
theridia. B, portion of a thallns with a 
Gupule containing gemmse ; w, growing 
points of the two branches of the thallns. 
(After Sachs.) 



Fig. 122*.— -Gemma of Mar- 
chaniia polymorpha, A, in surface 
view ; JS, in section ; -y, growing 
point : 0 , oil-cells : r. rhizoidal 
cells ( X 76). 


the gemma conceals a growing point, protected by short papillae. 
The cells of the gemma are rich in chlorophyll, but on both sides 
large colourless cells occur, in the median portions only, but 
otherwise irregularly scattered. At the edge, individual cells 
contain oil-bodies. After. the dissemination of the gemmae, the 
large colourless cells develop in one or two days into hair-roots 
(rhizoids), in all cases on the shaded side of the gemma only, 
which hence becomes the ventral side, while the side exposed 
to the light forms morphologically the upper or dorsal side. If 
the gemma be inverted the new under side similarly becomes 
ventral, and produces rhizoids. 

Sexual Beproduction of Marchantia , — The sexual organs of 
the Marchantiacese are situated upon special receptacles, which 
we will also study in Marchantia polymorpha. Male and female 
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receptacles axe readily distinguishable ; the former shield-shaped, 
mth sooUoped outline (Mg. 122, 44), the latter radiating like 
bare umbrella ribs. The two sexes are situated upon different 
plants, i.e., the plants are diceoious; the receptacles and their 
stalks are metamorphosed branches of the thallus. 

We prepare between elder-pith dehcate longitudinal sections 
through the male receptacle, and can determine that its upper 
side has exactly the same structure as the dorsal surface of the 
thallus, and that similarly the under side resembles the ventral 
surface of the thallus, and bears rhizoids and scales. On the 
upper side, however, sunk in special cavities, are the antheridia 
(Tig 123, d,). On suitable sections we can see that in each 
cavity is found only 
one antheridium, be- 
sides some short uni- 
cellular paraphyses 
{p) ; the cavity con- 
tracts above the an- 
theridium into a 
narrow canal. The 
antheridium is a 
shortly-stalked, oval 
body, with a uni- 
lamellar chlorophyll- 
containing wall. The i<2S—M(wAtntiapolymorpU. A, an almost npe 

mother-cells Of the -thendium m 
spermatozoids (an- x 90 , x 600 ). 

been produced by successive divisions at right angles, and even 
in the almost ripe antheridium stiU form cross and longitudmal 
« fsee Hsurel Each of these ceUs finally divides yet once 
Tre tnd^Ss rise to two spermatosoids. Shortly before the 
ripening of fhe antheridium, the mother-ceUs round off, and becom 
disconnected, the antheridium ruptures at 
evacuated. If a drop of 

ceptacle, the water xs seen ^ examined with a 

Thev remain at rest only a snorij 
cells, xney ruptured, and the spermatozoid 

membrane swells; finally it is mp^u . ^,3 

escapes into the surrounding water, in p 
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comparatively mimite, have a thread-like body and two long cilia; 
to the posterior end clings a vesicle, which is lost during the 
swarming. In order to see them clearly, we run into the 
preparation a drop of 1 per cent, osmic acid, and as they 
are fixed beautifully by the reagent, we can now study them 
conveniently (Fig. 123, B), or we can use for the same pur- 
pose a trace of iodine solution. The cilia can be seen with 
especial clearness in dry preparations, which are obtained 
by allowing a fresh preparation, or one which has been 
fixed in any way, to dry slowly and perfectly without covering 
it with a cover-glass. Such preparations can then be covered 
with a cover-glass, and can be closed in any suitable way and 
preserved. 

The female receptacle forms, like the male, a radially- 
spreading inflorescence ; and in general there are nine rays, and 
between them are eight rows of archegonia on the under side 
of the receptacle. The distinction from the male receptacles is 
striking, in that here the sexual organs stand upon the under side; 
but this phenomenon is connected with an early displacement of 
the growing point towards the under side of the receptacle. 
Under the simple microscope we can demonstrate that each row 
of archegonia, Ipng between two rays, is enclosed in a common 
veil-like covering, fringed at its edges. — We prepare, between 
thumb and forefinger, delicate longitudinal sections through a 
comparatively young receptacle, and upon some of these sections, 
find, without difficulty, the female sexual organs, the archegonia. 
The oldest lie nearest the edge, the younger progressively nearer 
the stalk. The first ripening archegonia show along the edge 
of the disk with their neck curved upwards, the succeeding ones 
hang straight down. In an approximately ripe archegonium 
(Fig. 124, A) we can distinguish a short stalk or foot, a ventral 
portion, the venter, and a neck. The wall of the venter, as of 
the stalk, is unilamellar. The central cell of the venter is filled 
by the oosphere, and the ventral canal-cell which is cut off 
from it shortly before ripening. In the oosphere the nucleus 
is readily visible. The neck is traversed by the neck-canal, 
which is composed of a series of four neck canal-cells, the walls 
between which are dissolved, and the disorganised contents thus 
fused into a connected string. Between the archegonia arise 
numerous small leaf-like scales -of the receptacle. In many pre- 
parations we can see the unilamellar veil-like covering, fringed 
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at its edges, which protects the entire row of archegonia. Nume- 
rous cells of this contain oil- bodies. 

Fertilisatio7i . — It is comparatively easy to see the opening of 
the archegonium take place under the microscope. We take 
quickly longitudinal sections through a female inflorescence, which 
has not yet raised itself, or only a little, upon its stalk, lay it dry 
under a cover-glass, and examine it under the microscope. When 
we appear to have found a ripe archegonium, and while still 
keeping it in view, 
we place a drop of 
water at the edge 
of the cover -glass. 

After the entrance 
of this, the arche- 
gonium opens al- 
■ most immediately. 

The cause of the 
opening lies in the 
strong swelling of 
the contents of the 
neck - canal. The 
neck - cells separate 
from one another at 
the apex of the neck. 

The contents of the 
neck canal-cells pass 
out, then the con- 
tents of the ventral 
canal - cell follow. 

The homogeneous 

portion of these con- ^--Marchantjfi polym^M, A, yoimg; 

opened archegonium ; (7, fertilised archegonium alter the 
tents is formed of 'commencement of the formation of the embryo. neck 

, 1 IT canal-cells : Id', ventral canal-cell ; o, oosphere ; jpr, peri- 

a strongly-swellmg 
slime, which diffuses 

in the surrounding water; the granular contents remain in the 
surrounding water, where they are slowly disorganised. Immedi- 
ately after the ejection of the ventral canal-cell, the oosphere in 
the central part of the venter rounds off (Fig. 124, .B). At its 
anterior margin, that in apposition to the canal, a clearer 
spot, the receptive-spot, is ofteff, though not always, to be 
distinguished. 
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The penetration of the spermatozoids into the neck-canal can y* 
also be easily observed. For this purpose, instead of pure watei*^^, 
we add to the preparation a drop which has previously lain ou"^ • a 
male receptacle. The spermatozoids quickly collect in the slin, ,le 
expelled from an archegonium ; we see them enter the neck.:?| 
where they become invisible. A substance (which in the closely- 
allied mosses is cane-sugar) is given off from the archegonium, \ 
^vhich acts as a chemical stimulus, and determines their direction \ 
of movement. Thus they get into the slime given off from the ^ 
archegonium, in which they slowly move in the direction of the 
opening of the neck. — It is interesting to prove that in an un- 
fertilised archegonium the neck does not close, and under such 
conditions the archegonium slowly decomposes. If, on the other 
hand, water containing spermatozoids is added to the preparation, 
and the oosphere becomes fertilised, the neck closes, even after 
a few hours, contracting progressively from above downwards. 
Keep the preparation, and after twenty-four hours the presence 
of a cellulose membrane around the fertilised oospore is easy to 
recognise. In the course of the next few days the thickness of 
this cellulose wall increases. 

Structure of the Sjporogonium.—Thei fertilised archegonia, which 
we may find upon the longitudinal sections ^ show a shrivelled and 
brown neck, while the oospore has divided (Fig. 124, (7). Around 
the base of the archegonium, from its foot, a cup-shaped sheath, 
the so-called perianthium (perigynium) ( 2 ?^) begins to develop. 
This soon encloses the entire swollen archegonium. — Upon longi- 
tudinal sections of receptacles which have already spread out 
their radiating ribs, we see the bright green, swollen archegonia, 
with base broadened to correspond, situated upon the surface of 
the receptacle, and crowned by the remnant of the neck. — From 
the oospore gradually proceeds the sporogonium, which we see 
in longitudinal sections^ prepared from still older receptacles. 

The sporogone consists of a shortly-stalked, oval, yellowish-green 
capsule. The wall of this capsule is unilamellar ; if we spread it 
out with needles, and examine it with stronger magnification, the 
characteristic thickening rings in the otherwise thin-walled cells 
will appear. The yellow-walled spores are finely punctate. 
Between them lie narrow, long cells, tapering at both ends, and 
distinguished each by two brown spiral bands on its wall ; these 
are the elaters. The interior of the capsule is entirely filled with 
spores and elaters. In capsules already opened (dehisced), we 
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can see that dehiscence takes place at the apex by means of a 
number of recurved teeth. The elaters are strongly hygroscopic, 
bend to and fro with hygroscopic changes in the atmosphere, and 
so assist the dissemination of the spores. 

The sexual organs are not raised upon special receptacles in 
all the Marchantiacese, and in other Liverworts this structure 
is altogether wanting. On the other hand, the stalk of the sporo- 
gonium in many cases elongates considerably, and carries up the 
capsule with the spores, thus assisting the dissemination of the 
spores. 

Antheridia of Mnium.—The antheridia of the leaf-bearing 
Mosses are best examined in a genus which has striking male 
flowers'*. We choose a representative of the genus M-niumj 
the widely distiihuted Mnium hSrn^ in May and 

June ^‘flowers’' very freely, and bears female flowers and sporo- 
gonia at the- same time. The male flowers are, it is true, much 
more striking than the female, and it is often necessary to search 
longer for these latter. The male flowers are dark-green, disk- 
shaped, surrounded by a rosette of leaves, the involucre or peri- 
chgetiumi Towards the interior of the flower these leaves 
decrease rapidly in size. In the axils of the outer, but chiefly, 
however, of the inner, perichaetial leaves, stand numerous anthe- 
ridia and paraphyses, which also spread over the entire apex of 
the axis. This is easily shown by median longitudinal sections of 
the flower, which are best prepared between the fingers, turning 
the apex downwards in cutting. On these longitudinal sections 
we see that the flower-axis broadens, after the fashion of a floral 
receptacle, at the place of insertion of the sexual organs, and in 
the middle is even a little hollowed. The central conducting 
bundle, peculiar to species of Mnium (see p, 228), has undergone 
a corresponding broadening, and ends in a chlorophyll-containing 
tissue, which spreads out under the receptacle. The antheridia 
and the paraphyses are at once recognised as such, and their 
structure is easy to understand (see Fig. 125 A), The antheridia 
are club-shaped, shortly- stalked bodies, somewhat tapering at 
both ends. The cells of their wall contain numerous ohlorophyfl 
grains. Where the longitudinal section has opened an anthe- 
ridium, we see that its wall is composed of a single layer 
of cells. The contents of the antheridium consist of small, 
colourless cells, the partition walls of which in young stages of 
development clearly show rectangular arrangement. e ex 
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truded contents of older antheridia opened by the section prove 
to be composed of rounded cells, still adhering together, the 
mother-cells of the spermatozoids, in which the thread-like body 
of the spermatozoid is already often recognisable. The cbloro- 
phyll grains at the apex of ripening antheridia assume a some- 
what brownish tone. Emptied antheridia are open at their apex. 
The paraphyses are simple cell-rows, the cells of which gradually 
enlarge upwards, when they are, however, at least the uppermost 
again tapering ; hence the uppermost cell is always pointed. The 
wails of the cells are often browned in the lower part of, and not 
infrequently even higher up upon, the paraphyses; they contain 
chlorophyll. Gross-sections through the lower part of the dower 
show in an instructive manner the distribution of the antheridia, 
their relations with the perichaetial leaves and the paraphyses,. 
and also provide us with numerous cross-sections through the 
antheridia. 

Male Flowers of Polytrichum, — Still more striking than the 
male flowers of Mnium are the red-coloured ones of various 
species of Polytrichum, likewise found in May and June. FoY- 
examination we choose Polytrichum juniper inum. The outer 

leaves forming the perichaetium, beyond their colour, further differ 
from the ordinary leaves in that their unilamellar sheathing 
portion is continued up to the apex of the leaf. The green 
lamellcef- characteristic of the genus PolytricMim, are found only 
towards the end or apical portion of the leaf, and almost always 
confined to the midrib. On the rapidly-decreasing reddish-brown 
perichastial leaves, near the interior of the flower, the green 
lamellae are developed only on the extreme, sharply outw'ard- 
bent points. The leaf thus appears ultimately reduced almost to 
its sheath portion alone. The antheridia and paraphyses stand * 
in the axils of the perichaetial leaves. The middle of the flower is, 
however, occupied by a vegetative bud, into which the central 
bundle of the stem is continued. Thence arises the later growth 
through the male flowers (proliferation), which is normal for 
Polytrichum, The antheridia have the same structure as in. 

^The leaves of Polytrichum, though really unilamellar, like those of 
other mosses, are rendered opaque by being more or less covered by vertical 
green scales, or lamellse, produced upon their upper side. In P. juniperinum 
each foliage leaf shows about forty-eight such lamellse, running, as usual,, 
longitudinally, and from four to six cells long. — [E d.] 
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Unium, The paraphyses, forming in their lower part a long, 
cell-row, usually broaden at their tip into a spathulate uniiamel- 
iar cell-surface. — If a male flower of Polytrichum is squeezed 
slightly between the fingers, the contents of the antheridia come 
out as a milky slime, clearly visible against the reddish ground. 

The form of the antheridium of Mosses varies very little, 
and the accompanying Eig. 125 of that of a moss especially 
common upon shaded cinder-paths and other 
places where the substratum has been burnt, 
upon walls in green-houses, etc., viz., Funaria 
hygrometrica, will serve to illustrate it. 

Archegonia of Mnium. — The female 
flowers of Mnium hornum, however, are not 
nearly so recognisable as the male, and it is 
often necessary to seek for them longer. The 
plants bearing them are far shorter than the 
male, and somewhat darker in foliage. The 
apper leaves close together, after the fashion 
of *a bud, in order to protect the female sexual 
organs, the archegonia. As is shown by 
median longitudinal sections, the apex of the 
flowering axis is not broadened to any extent, 
but greatly blunted, and from this we can 
judge when we are dealing with a female 
flower, even if we do not happen at once to 
And the archegonia. The central conducting 
bundle of the stem is somewhat swollen 
under the receptacle, and ends, just as under 
rhe male flowers, in a chlorophyll-containing 
tissue. The modified leaves which form the shows its wall of cells 
female penchsetiunij while remaining leai- grains; a, the anthero- 
fike, decrease in size towards the middle of (s|ermatozoM.) Jx 

the flower ; the apex of the flower is ocou- zoids more strongly mag- 
« 1 • ^ 4 . nified ; 6, in the mother- 

pied by only a few archegonia, so tnat it antherozoid 

is necessary to take strictly median sections 
in order to disclose them. The arche- 
gonia are constructed essentially like those of the Liverworts (see 
Kg. 126), but the foot is far more strongly developed, only 
tapering a little downwards, and forms the greater part of the 
lower half of the archegoninm, and hence the oosphere appears 
comparatively smaU. We must look for it close under the com- 



Fia. 125. FuTiaria 
hygrometrica. A, an an- 
theridium bursting; the 
of the antheridium 




•348 


XXV. BEPEODUOTION OP THE BEYOPHYTA. 


mencement of the neck, which here appears only a little narrower 
than the ventral portion. The chlorophyll contents .of the cells 
make the archegonium anything but transparent, and hence the 
oosphere and the canal-cells of the neck usually need addition 
‘Of potash to make them visible. In the axils of the perichgetial 




Pm. 127.“-A, origin of the sporogoninm 
[ff) in the ventral portion, (6 6) of the 
archegonium, seen in longitudinal section 
(x 600). (7, difierent further stages of 

development of the sporogonium {/), and 
of the calyptra fc) ; neck of the archego- 
ninm (x about 40). (After Sachs.) 


Pi<5. 126.— kygrometrica. 

A, longitudinal section of the summit 
of a weak female plant (x 100) ; a, 
archegonia ; h, leaves. jO, an arche- 
gonium (x 560), ventral portion with 
the oosphere; neck; m, mouth 
still closed ; the cells of the axial row 
are beginning to be converted into 
mucilage. (7, the part near the mouth 
■of the neck of a fertilised archego- 
mum,with dark-red cell-walls. (After 
Sachs.) 

leaves stand numerous paraphyses. Each consists of a row of 
short cells, swelling somewhat upwards. The lowermost cells of 
these paraphyses have often become brown. 

Sporogonium of Mnium . — Fertilisation in the Mosses takes 
place in all essentials as in the Liverworts, already described. 
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The sporogonium, the so-called “moss-fruit," the study of 
which we will carry on upon the same Mnium hornum, consists 
of stalk or seta, and capsule. The base of the seta is sunk in 
the" tissue of the mother-plant. The result of fertilisation is here, 
therefore, somewhat different to that in the Liverworts, and needs 
a few words of explanation, further illustrated by Fig. 127. 
After fertilisation, the oospore develops into an embryo, an early 
sta-^e of which is shown in Fig. 127, A. This embryo develops 
in length both upwards and downwards ; downwards it grows 
into a foot which, as the base of the seta, passes through the 
tissue of the foot or stalk of the archegonium, and plunges into 
that of the apex of the moss-stem. (See Fig. 127, F and G). 
Upwardly, the embryo develops into the capsule, to be hereafter 
described.' The seta remains for a long time short. Accompany- 
ing the increase in length, and likewise in thickness, of the youn^ 
sporogonium, the body of the archegonium, which had enclosed 
the oosphere, also undergoes further development, keeping pace 
with the sporogonium in its growth, so as continuously to cover 
it The upper part of the neck shrivels, as shown in Jig. 12/, 
B and 0, at the top. When, later in the development of the 
sporogonium, the seta rapidly elongates, the body of the arche- 
goniiim, etc., is ruptured round its base, and is carrie^ upwar s, 
Lvering the capsule as with a cap, the.calyptra. This calyptra, 
proceeding from the enlarged archegonium, wHch _ covers the 
Lowing capsule, is in Mnwm early cast off, so that it is usually 
difScult to find. It is spht up one side to its tapermg apex, an 
is composed of one, in part also two, layers of elongated ce s 
The narrowed apex ends in a brown point, which indicates the 
remains of the neck of the archegonium. ^ At the 
was ruptured by the growing sporogone, it appears as if cut oti. 
The apex of the capsule, denuded of its calyptra, has a covei 
or lidLperculum) provided with a short beak. With a needle 
it can to easHy loosed, when the edge of the capsular urn, fringe 
Lth its teeth! comes to view. The teeth form f^.-Penfome 
The upper part of the seta, passing into the capsule, is calM tto 
aDLTvsis lu the present case this last is separated from the 
Spsul by a very slight constriction, and is distmgmshed_ from 
Tby L brown lolol In some mosses, the apophysis is far 

widBr tliB capsulB. f t-vni*} 

The Peristome -In order to study the structure o the pen- 
stome, we take a cross-section through the capsule, close un ei 
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the brim of the urn, lift it up, and place it, with the teeth turned 
upwards, upon an object-slide. We remove the mirror from the 
microscope, or turn the diaphragm so that no aperture lies under, 
and observe the object with direct light. For this we can use 
only a low power. We can decide that the teeth are inserted in 
the inner brim, that they are wedge-shaped, and cross-striate. If 
we breathe lightly on the object while still looking at it, we shall 
see the teeth curve together inwards. They are hygroscopic ; in 
damp weather they bend inwards, and so close the open capsule, 
while in dry weather they bend outwards, and again open the 
capsule. We count sixteen teeth on the urn. — We now lay the 
same section in a drop of water, and, tearing it through on one 
side with the needles, spread it out dat, cover it with a cover- 
glass, and observe it by transmitted light, and first from its outer 
side. We then notice, quite at the edge of the urn, a double layer 
of obliquely-arranged cells, papillately prolonged, pretty strongly 
thickened, and containing abundant chlorophyll grains. These 
cells have colourless walls, browned only at their very base, and 
there they are very easily disconnected from the edge of the urn, 
remaining, however, connected together. By means of these cells 
the separation of the operculum (lid) is effected ; they form the 
so-called annulus at the rim of the capsule. Now laying it with 
the inner side upwards, ‘the preparation shows us that the cross- 
stri^ already noticed on the teeth are ridges projecting from their 
inner surface. Besides the outer peristome formed by the teeth, 
an inner one is also present; it consists of the so-called cilia, 
Mnmm liornum has, therefore, a double peristome, while there 
are Mosses with only one, and also without any such peristome. 
The cilia, like the teeth, are here fiat lamellge, which in then- 
lower part appear divided into chambers, and in their upper part 
eross-striate, by slight projecting ridges on their inner surface. 
In the lower part they are fused together into a continuous mem- 
brane, which bulges somewhat between each pair of teeth of the 
outer peristome. Two cilia stand between each pair of teeth, and 
present themselves obliquely from the rim. Their edges, the 
outer in their entire height, the inner only in the upper part, are 
fringed with small serrate projections. In these the cross-ridges 
of the surface of the cilia end. Through these serrations the 
pair of cilia in their upper part are combined by the outer edge, 
and finally the two fuse into a single narrow, elongated apex. 
With these pairs of cilia alternate very small ones, which, from 
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three to five in number, stand in front of the teeth of the outer 
peristome. 

A deliGBste cross-section^ taken somewhat deeper through the 
eapsule, shows in the centre of this a column formed of large- 
^ceUed tissue, the columella. Around this columella lies the 
eavity filled with spores. The inner wall of this is formed by the 
columella itself, the outer by a layer of tissue, usually two cells 
thick, and- containing chlorophyll, which appears separated from 
the wall of the spore-capsule by a very loose chlorophyll-con- 
taining tissue. The wall of the capsule consists of two or three 
layers, and is covered by a sharply-defined epidermis. The cells 
of this latter are more strongly thickened on their outer walls. 
The spores contain chlorophyll grains, their wall is brownish, 
and studded with tiny warts ; in favourable cases a three-sided 
ppamidal tapering of one side of the spore can be noticed, which 
arises from the tetrahedral position of the quartette of spores 
inside their mother-cell ; it indicates the contact surfaces of its 
three sister- spores. 

A perfectly median longitudinal section^ which we prepare 
from a capsule which is stiU green and provided with its oper- 
culum, but is already fully formed, shows us "uppermost the lid, 
consisting externally of one sheath of browner, strongly-thickened 
cells, and- internally of many layers of thin- walled cells. At the 
limits between lid and urn lies the double layer of the obliquely 
arranged, chlorophyll-containing cells, already known to us, by 
which the separation of the lid is effected. The adjoining brown 
cells of the urn below are distinguished by their small height. 
Similar cells adjoin these small ones towards the interior, and 
form thus an inward projecting ledge of thickened, brown cells, 
on which are set the teeth of the outer peristome. About the 
thickness of a cell removed arise the ciha. As the history of 
their development teaches us, these teeth and cilia arise by local 
thickening of the opposite walls of one and the same layer of cells 
.adjoining the inside of the lid. The teeth proceed from defiuite 
portions of the outer walls, connected in the ascending direction ; 
their cross-ridges indicate inner adjoining cross-walls, upon which 
the thickening has continued for some little distance. The cilia 
proceed from the thickened parts of the inner walls of this same 
layer of cells, and bear slight ridges at the places of junction 
of the next inner partition walls. In our median longitudinal 
section the lid is holjlow ; the inner tissue, after the formation 
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of the teeth and cilia, has shriveUed up, separating from the inner 
sui-face of the cilia, which extend to the top of the hd. This 
tissue now forms on the columeUa only a projectmg conical knob. 
The columella is visible in its entire length; simdarly we can 
survey the spore-sac, its outer wall, the looser tissue lying 
between this and the wall of the capsule, and lastly this waU. 
The spore-sac, so long as the lid has not been cast off, is closed 
above by a thin layer of tissue. Later on, it opens by the 
rupture of this layer. At the base of the capsule, under the 
spore-sac, an annular cavity has been formed. The apophysis, 
as is now seen, is provided with stomata, for on weU-nigh every 
median longitudinal section, such will be cut. They lie below 
the level of the epidermis; a pit leads down to each; an air- 
chamber adjoins it intemaUy. It is surrounded by chlorophyU- 
containing tissue, the interceUular spaces of which commumeate 
with the annular cavity under the spore-sac, and with the inter- 
ceUular spaces of the entire chlorophyU-containing tissue sepa- 
rating the waU of the capsule from the spore-sac. We have here, 
in short, an assimilating system, which enables the sporogone in 
part, if not altogether, to effect its own nutrition. — AU the 
stomata in this longitudinal section are cut in the direction of 
their length, and give figures which, so far as can here be deter- 
mined, agree with those of the Vascular Cryptogams, and of 
Phanerogams. This latter is so much the more striking since 
the apophysis (or, here and there, the waU of the capsule as weU) 
is the only place in mosses where true stomata, constructed after 
the type of the higher plants, are borne. 

In order to complete the impression we have obtained, let 
us now examine surface-sections of the capsule and of the 
apophysis. We can decide that on the surface of the capsule, 
stomata are wanting; between the brown-waUed ceUs of the 
apophysis we see, however, pits which lead to the stomata. ^ If 
we turn the section over, and examine it from the inner side, 
we can in favourable oases distinguish the two guard-cells of 
the stomata, formed as in higher plants. Upon such sections we 
can at the same time determine that the green ceUs, between the 
waU of the capsule and the spore-sac, are joined together in longi- 
tudinal series, that they are branched, and have aU the aspect 
of algal threads. On cross-sections through the apophysis sto- 
mata have usuaUy been out, the two guard-ceUs of which are not 
difficult to see. At the seta, the differentiation of the epidermis 


SPOEOGONIUM OF MOSSES. 


353 


ceases ; its surface is occiipied by two or three layers of yellow to 
reddish-brown strongly -thickened cells, the cavities of Which, as 
SYB pass inwards, become gradually larger. In the interior of 
the seta a central conducting bundle is differentiated. The 
stomata upon the apophysis oi Funaria hygrometrica are of 
interest in that the division of the mother-cell, so as to form 
the guard-cells, is incomplete. Hence there is but one guard- 
ceU, shaped like a ring, with a short median cleft. In the early 


Fig. 129.— Montii of the capsule 
of FontimlU antipyretica, the 
operculum having fallen off. ap, 
outer peristome of teeth ; ip^ inner 
peristome of cilia (x 64). (After 
Sachs.) 


Fig. 128 . — Funaria hygrometrica. A, a young leaf-bearing plant (y), with the 
calyptra (c). B, a plant {g) with nearly ripe sporogonium ; s, its seta ; /, the 
capsule ; c, the calyptra. C, longitudinal section of the capsule bisecting it sym- 
metrically ; d, the operculum ; a, the annulus ; the peristome ; c, c, the colu- 
mella ; h, the air-cavity (which here extends around as well as below the spore-sac) ; 
s, the spore-layer, consisting of the primary mother-cells of the spores (x about 
20), (After Sachs.) 

stages of development the dividing wall was complete, but its 
ends are subsequently resorbed. 

The accompanying Figures 128 and 129 will serve further 
to elucidate the foregoing description of the structure of the 
capsule in mosses. It should be noted that the descriptions are 
confined to Bryaceee, just as in the Liverworts they were re- 
stricted to the Marchantiacese. 

NOTE ON FUNARIA HYGROMETRICA. 

L. A. Boodle states that this moss is monoecious, the female branch being 
usually produced low down upon the very short male “ plant ” ; and he is sup- 
ported by A. H. Burtt as the result of examination of many thousands of plants 
sent out by the British Botanical Association, York. This is in agreement with 
the description of Bruch and Sehimper (“ Bryologia europsea ”), but in opposition 
to the usual text-book statement (see Ank. RoL,, v. 20, p. 293-99, July, 1906). 
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TBM BEPBODUCTIOK OP THE PTEEIDOPHYTA. 

MATEBiAiiS Used. 

Pertale fronds of Scolopendrmm vulgare, t-he Hart’s-tongiie fern. Fresn. 
(AIcoliol material in part answers.) 

The same of the Alaie Fern (A^pidium Filix-inas). 

Fresh spores of Cei'atoptcris thalictr aides ^ or Os)mmda rcgcdis^ G~ynino- 
gramme, etc., for growing prothallia on peat, coeoanut fibre, tiles, etc. 

Prothallia of Polypodium viUgo.re, or other fern. Fresh. 

Fructifications of Equisetum limosimi, or other species. Fresh and ripe ; 
also unripe, fixed in alcohol, and softened in gijcerine-alcohol. 

Fructifying plant of Selagmella MarfensU. Fresh, or dried. If dried mate- 
rial, soften with potash. 

Ee AGENTS Used. 

Gum arable, 10 per cent. — Iodine — Chlorzinc iodine — Potash. 

The sporangia of Perns stand, with few exceptions, on the 
under side of the leaves. They nsiially form groups, known as 
sorL The w^hole sbrus is commonly covered by an outgrowth 
of the leaf — the indusium. The indiisium can be very variously 
developed. If the edge of the leaf turns over the sorus, w^e speak 
of it as a false Indusium. 

Sporangia of Scolopmdrmrh . — As an example for investigation 
we select the common Hart's-tongue fern, ScolQ'pe7idrkim vulgare. 
The leaf is traversed by a strong midrib, from which arise, usually 
at right angles, w^eak lateral veins. The sori are formed chiefly 
in the upper half of the fertile leaf. They have the same direction 
as the lateral veins. Externally they appear more or less com- 
pletely covered by two, at first overlapping, lip-like indusia, w'hicli 
later on are more widely separated and spread open. It is only 
necessary to prepare a delicate c^^oss-section of a piece of a fertile 
leal, selecting a leaf on which the sori are already brown, but the 
edges of the indusium have not yet spread open. We out with 
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tha scissors a narrow strip out of the leaf, parallel with the soms, 
clamp this strip between pieces of elder-pith for pack several 
such strips together, one behind the other, in which ease no elder- 
pith is needed), and take delicate cross-sections through them. 
The cross-section (Fig. 180, .4) shows us an epidermis on the 
H]iper and under side, and a spongy parenchymai the cells of 
.vliich lie more densely together under the upper epidermis. Tim 



Fi&, 130. — Seolopmdrmm wigarf’. .-4, cross-section throii«2:b the fertile part f.»f thw 
It af; 1 , iudiisiiim ; sg, sporangium, under each gi'oiip of sporangia is seen the st'otinn 
of the steie, B~E, sporangia ; B and M, seen from the flauKH ; IK from the dorsal side ; 
from the ventral side ; "F, a spore, (-1 , x 50 ; \ 145 ; x 540), 

apparently simple linear sorus now appears divided into two. 
These stand right and left, inclined to one another, each in the 
angle between the leaf-surface and an indusium, and each close 
over a small stele. The surface of the leaf is here hollo weil into 
a furrow, and between the two sori rises into a ridge. The epi- 
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passes over into the indusium (i), which has the strnctee of 
*>„■. nei'^hbonrina epidermis, except that it is wanting m sCoimta auu 
'■’ f -ra4s In place of the latter it has small colouness 

"Tv tn'r‘,;ohores Trom the base of the furrow arise the sporangia 
TT thev can be seen in different stages of development; each 
d;ri;es hs origin from a single epidermal ceU. Even with a low 
ivniver i'Eic?. 130, 1) we can distingaish in each sporangium a 
Italk and I capsule, and on older ones a yeEow-brown ring -t le 
almulus-can be noticed on the 

use somewhat stronger magmtication ^Fig. 130 -8)- ^h.. 

passes over from a single to a double row of ceUs. Tae cap,ui .■ 
unihmellar wall of ceUs. As is shown by different viesis 
Te waU of the capsule (B-E) the annulus is composed ot a row 
of projecting ceUs of this capsule waU, which, commencing at ihc 
Ilk passes over the apex, and down the opposite side, and, 
flrtte’uing and becoming broader, dies away before again reachuig 
&e stalk. The inner and tranverse walls of the cells of the 

annnlus are strongly thickened and . ^^Tf'^he onS 

decreases in the transverse waUs in the direction of the outer 
surface, and is wanting in the outer walls. The sporangmm 
opens between the broad cells in which the annulus ends (F.g, 
130 C E ] ; the one half of these broad ceUs then lies on the one, 
the ’other half on the opposite side of the fissure. The cause of 
the rupture lies in the annnlus, which in dry-ing tends to dimmish 
its curvature. The brown waU of the ripe spore shows (iig. JO 
its outer sm-face covered with a network of cockscomb-like pro- 

ofAspidmm.-ln Aspidimi FiKx-vias, the “male Fern,” 
we find indusia, kidney-shaped or sub-cordate, which with age 
become leaden-coloured, and finaUy brownish, shrivel somewhat, 
and no longer completely cover the dark-brown son. The^spoi 
anma have almost the same structoe as those otScolopenanum. 
Upon some of them we see a short glandular hair, ending in an 
uniceUular head, arise from the stalk. The sporangia are attached 
to a cushion-like prominence— a placenta— which lies ovei as e 
To this latter adjoin reticulately-thickened tracheides, which me 
distributed in the placenta. At its apes the iffacenta b^ais the 
indusium, attached by being curved down into the foim o ^ - 
Dehisocnoe of the Sporatigia.-li we take a preparation m 
water which includes sporangia that are ripe, 

and run in from the edge of the cover-glass a water-witbdra^un^ 
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iiiediiim, best glycerine, the sporangia slowly open before oiir 
i/yes. This is best done with Aspidnim; Scolopimhium does- not 
serve so weE. The aiimiliis thus becomes ultimately strongly 
ctii'icave. Then follows, with a jerk, an. opposite mo%*enient, 
which more or less completely closes' the sporangkim. The 
entire phenoBienon can, in lessened degree, be repeated once or' 
se^'eral times. Careful observation shows- that- during the de- 
li: scence the outer wulis of the ■ anntdiis ■ project - stirngiy ■ into 
their respective cells. 

Till* is cine to the progressive loss of water by the eeHs of the rifinuhs ; ho 
that the limbs of the U-shapod thickenings of these eells approximate to one 
anutber elastically. At length the cohesion ' of ' the -water in the ceils can no 
longer with-stand the tension thns set up; rupture of. the water takes place anti 
at this moment commences the ijackward movement of the annulus. If this does 
not take place in all the cells, then in those in which it does not, tla‘ outward 
tiexure still continues, thus bringing about the secondary movements of dehiscence. 
If now water is added to the glycerine, more waiter enters the ceils tind the 
sporangium almost completely closes. By renewed addition of glyeerhie the 
converse phenomenon can be once more brought about. If the sporangia open 
in the air, as is the case in the normal process of dehiscence, at the moment 
when the cohesion of the water in the annulus, cells is overcome, air enters. 
The jerking dehiscence of the sporangia results in the spores being dung out to 
-distances which, bearing in. mind the size o.f the bodies concerru'd, are (|uite 
€on,sicierabie. 

The Frothallium. — We select the Ferns; likewise, for the 
purpose of studying the structure of the seximl organs in the 
group of Vascular Cryptogams, and of following the processes of 
fertilisation. The prothallium, which is the Erst and sexual 
generation of Ferns, is always easy to procure. To End prothallia 
in the open air is attended with considerable difficulty, and we 
shall tlierefore do well to look for them in plant-houses, “where on 
damp shaded walls, on the stems of tree-ferns, or on flower-pots, 
we can almost always End them. On the Ebrous peat, much used 
now in the ciiiture of Orchids, Sarmcema^ etc., and which is 
<)iten permeated by Poh/podium vulgare, are usually found numer- 
ous protliaEia of this fern, which we wiH here select for closer 
study. As in most other Polypodiacese, the prothalEa of th€> 
common Polypody fern have the form of small, heart-shaped, 
bright-green leaves, lying on the substratum. We seize a pro- 
ihallium of medium size with the forceps, taking hold of the 
place “where it is attached to the substratum, and lift it away. 
We immerse it in water, in which we move it for some time 
to and fro, in order to wash olT the fragments of adhering Hoil* 
and then lay it, with the ventral (under) side upwards, in a dri.>p 
of water on the object-slide, and examine it under a cover-glass. 
The prothailium, as already noted, is heart-shaped. It consists 
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of polygonal cells, containing numerous cHorophyll bodies. In 
the anterior indentation lies the small-celled meristem of the 
growing point. Only in its central portion is the prothallium ' 
multilamellar, as can readily be proved by changing the focus. 
This median portion is the so-called cushion. It passes over at 
the sides into the unilamellar portion, and slopes gradually also 
towards the base of the prothallium. From the hinder parts of the 
prothailium, %.e,, those farthest from the growing apex, arise 
the rhizoids \ they are especially produced in the median line of 
the prothallium. They are long unicellular sacs, which soon 
become brown. At the edge and under side of the prothallium, 
individual ceUs, moreover, grow out into short, almost invariably 
y unicellular, papillae, which, like the 

rhizoids, are cut off by a partition 
wall at their base. 

The Antheridia . — If we have 
chosen for examination compara- 
tively young prothallia, they are 
male ; if we have taken those which 
are too old, they bear exclusively 
female sexual organs. Intermediate 
are such as bear both sexual organs. 
The sexual organs, like the root- 
hairs, stand only on the ventral 
side of the prothallium. The male 
sexual organs, Antheridia, are 
found on the hinder parts of the 
prothallium ; they arise between 
the root-hairs ; but also beyond these on the flanks of the cushion. 
Their formation proceeds acropetally. They appear as spherical 
arched structures (Fig. 131, A), which, in a ripe condition, con- 
tain smaller, globular cells in great number inside a unilamellar 
wail. Farther behind the ripe antheridia stand those which are 
already emptied, recognisable by the browning of their inner 
wails, and a stellate gap in their lid-cell. — A fuh insight into the 
structure of the antheridia is only obtained when we examine 
them in profile. Such profile views are not seldom obtained 
in many accidentally-bent parts of the prothailium ; we obtain 
fcbem easily, also, if we fold suitably with needles prothallia 
which are rich in antheridia. In correct profile views (Fig. 131, 
A) we can now readily determine that the antheridium is seated 



Fig. 131. —Poly^podium milgare. A , 
ripe; emptied antheridium; j?, 
cell of the proth alius ; 1 and 2, lateral 
cells ; 3, lid or cover cell, xi and B 
(x 240). C, a spermatozoid in move- 
ment ; D, one fixed with iodine solu- 
tion. G and I) (x 540). 
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upon the middle of a slightly-arched prothallium cell (j)), and 
is cut off from it by a partition membrane. The wail of the 
antheridium consists, almost without exception, of two tiers of 
superposed undivided annular cells (1 and 2) and a lid ceil (3). 
The side-view of an emptied antheridium (Fig. 131, B) shows the 
annular cells very strongly swollen; they therefore stand out 
more clearly. Comparison with the surface view shows plainly 
their unsegmented character. 

The Spermatozoids . — If we have for examination prothaliia 
wTiich have not been wetted for some time, we shall not have 
long to wait for the dehiscence of ripe antheridia. The mechan- 
ism of evacuation consists in the pressure which the annular 
waU cells bring to bear upon the contents, besides which a 
swelling substance is developed between the separated internal 
cells of the antheridium. The lid-cell is ultimately ruptured 
and the contents of the antheridium squeezed 
out, the annular cells then increasing in size. 

The contents of the antheridium come out 
in the form of isolated, globular cells, the 
spermatozoidal cells, which first lie quies- 
cent for a short time in the surrounding 132.— Spermato- 

water. In each cell, even with a low power, ^oid of iVierfoptens lix^d 

. T witn osmic aeid vapour 

is to be recognised a coiled thread, the and stained with i'mUm 

spermatozoid (antherozoid), and a central gg 

collection of fine granules. The walls of nucieiis,yfe (x 540). Com- 
these cells dissolve in the surrounding water, 
and even in a few seconds individual spermatozoids begin 
to free themselves. This occurs with a jerk, whereby the 
coils of the body of the spermatozoid separate. One sperma- 
tozoid after another thus escapes. We follow individuals in 
the surrounding water, and notice that they progress com- 
paratively rapidly, and at the same time rotate upon their 
axis. After about twenty to thirty minutes, the movement 
slackens, and finally ceases. During these last stages of the 
movement, the form of the spermatozoid is not difficult to recog- 
nise. This is more easily done if to the drop of water containing 
the spermatozoids is run in a little 10 per cent, clear filtered 
solution of gum-arabic, and the rapidity of their movement thus 
diminished. The spermatozoid (Fig. 132) is composed of a 
band, coiled corkscrew-wise. The coils at the anterior end are 
narrow, but towards the posterior become broader. The anterior 
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narrow coils bear long fine cilia. Between tlie posterior coils 
lies a delicate vesicle containing granules which give the starch 
reaction. By the addition of a little iodine the spermatozoids are 
very beautifully fixed. Fuller investigation shows that the pos- 
terior broader coils contain the nucleus of the spermatozoidai 
mother-cell. 

The ArcJiegonium . — By the anterior indentation of the pro- 
• thallium, on the median cushion, we see the female sexual organs— 
the archegonia, Nearest the indentation, they are still imperfect ; 
farther in, are ripe but unopened ; still farther, perhaps dead and 
opened, brown inside. The female sexual organs are very easy to 
distinguish from the male. They project above the surface of the 
prothallium in the form of short,, cylindrical structures, curved 
away from the anterior sinus. This free portion of the arche- 
gonium is only its neck, whilst the ventral portion is found sunk 
in the tissue of the prothallium. In the neck we distinguish a 
unilamellar wall, formed of four oeU-rows, and a central canal, 
the contents of which, in ripe archegonia, appear granular in the 
central portion, and strongly refractive peripherally. This inner 
canal, the neck-canal, broadens upwards like a club. Below, it 
passes into the central cell of the archegonium, in which is found 
the oosphere. This last, it is true, is scarcely distinguishable. 
If the prothailia had been allowed to remain dry for several days 
before the commencement of the investigation, we shall probably 
be successful in seeing the opening of an archegonium. We 
choose for continuous observation an archegonium the contents 
of the canal of which appear strongly refractive. Often the 
opening takes place almost instantaneously ; often it is necessary 
to wait some time. The opening of the neck is the result of the 
pressure which the strongly refractive swelling substance of the 
neck-canal exerts upoti the wall of the neck. The four cells at 
the apex of the neck suddenly separate from one another, and the 
contents of the neck-canal pour out. The strongly refractive 
substance of this diffuses as a colourless mucilage in the surround- 
ing water; while the granular contents are gradually disorganised. 
The evacuation of the contents takes place interruptedly; first 
come out the contents of the neck-canal, then those of the 
ventral canal-cell last cut off from the oosphere. 

Fertilisation , — Under speciaily-favourable conditions we may 
now see the entrance of the spermatozoids into the archegonium. 
The chances of this are increased if we have placed with the older 
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prothalliiim, selected for the examination of the archegonia, some 
quite young ones, rich in antheridia. If spermatozoids are 
diffused in the preparation, we see them, so long as the arche- 
gonia are closed, quietly swimming by them. If, on the other 
hand, an archegonium has opened, the spermatozoids, from a 
measurable distance round, take the direction of the month of 
the canal, and are intercepted there by the mucilage. Within 
this mucilage their movement is slackened, but they retain their 
original direction ; they enter into the neck-canal, and reach the 
oosphere, into which they are absorbed. It has been determined 
that here also there takes place the secretion, from the neck of 
the archegonium, of a substance which acts as a chemical stimulus 
to the spermatozoids, and determines the direction of their move- 
ment. The specific stimulant in this* case is malic acid, which 
to the extent of about 0*3 per cent, is represented in the mass 
evacuated from the neck of the archegonium. Thus these sper- 
matozoids can be successfully attracted into capillary tubes, which 
are fused at one end, and are injected under the air-pump with 
a fluid which contains 0*01 to 0*1 per cent, malic acid, combined 
with any base, in exactly the same way as into the neck of the 
archegonium. The spermatozoids of Ferns swarm into large 
hairs exactly as they do into capillary tubes, best of all those 
of the leaves of Heraoleum Sphondylium (the Hog- weed, or 
Cow-parsnip), if these are laid, with their ends cut off, in water 
containing spermatozoids. For the spermatozoids of the mosses, 
cane-sugar, as we have seen, is the specific stimulant. It has 
been experimentally determined that a single spermatozoid suf- 
fices for fertilisation ; but usually several penetrate into the 
archegonium, of which, however, only one fiinds admittance. 
The spermatozoids do not take their posterior vesicle with them 
into the archegonium ; but, so far as they reach it with the vesicle 
still clinging to them, it is left in the mucilage in front of the 
opening. Now and again the number of the spermatozoids which 
arrive is so large that they ultimately bore in between one 
another, and, elongating thread-like, fill up the entire canal of the 
archegonium, and even still form a tuft before its opening. — The 
neck of the fertilised archegonium contracts rapidly at its lower 
end, and in from eight to ten hours commences to turn brown. 

If, after completing our studies of the sexual organs, the 
general material is kept frequently sprayed, in from eight to ten 
days we can readily see the first stages of development of the 
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embryo in the fertilised archegonia. The venter of the arche- 
goninm has swollen, its outward-projecting wall has become 
miiltilamellar ; above it stands the brown and shrivelled neck. 
The embryoj now composed of a larger or smaller number of 
cells, appears in its interior. At a later stage the wall of the 
venter is ruptured, and the rudiment of the first leaf makes its 
appearance from it. 

There still remains one thing — ^to see the archegonia in section. 
Median sections must be taken, as the archegonia are found only 
on the middle line of the prothallium. In order to facilitate the 
cutting, we lay together several prothallia, carefully arranged one 
upon another, after we have previously removed all grains of 
sand. We now readily find the desired structures on the sections. 

The archego- 
nium, as we 
have seen (Fig. 
133, A and B), 
has its ventral 
portion sunk 
in the prothal- 
iium, the neck 
being bent.. 
Neck canai- 
ceU [K') and 

Fig. \ZZ»—Polypodmm mlgarn, unripe archegonium ; IP, ventral canal- 
neck canal-cell; K", ventral canal-cell ; o, oospliere ; ripe cell (K") are 
opened arch egoniuni (x 240). ^ j', . 

now distin- 
guishable, as also the oosphere (o), together with its nucleus. 
The ventral portion of the archegonium is covered by a layer 
of flat cells. In a ripe, opened archegonium (B) a colourless spot — 
the receptive spot-can often be noticed at the apex of the 
oosphere, at which takes place the absorption of the spermato- 
zoid. Less median sections may perhaps show us the antheridia, 
also in profile. 

Development of the Prothallmm,-—-ThQ raising of fern pro- 
thallia from spores has many points of interest. Amongst the 
quickest of all spores to germinate are those of the Eoyal Fern, 
Osmunda regalis. The spores of the curious annual stove aquatic 
fern, Ceratopteris thalictroides, are of special utility if obtainable, 
owing to the transparency of the structures developed from them.. 
We can sow the spores on a piece of moderately soft tile, laid 
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m water in a saucer, or upon a flower-pot or flower-pot saucer 
similarly kept constantly moist. In a room it may be covered 
over with a bell-globe. In this way all the early stages of de- 
velopment can be well obtained, and it needs only to scrape off 
some of the germinating spores day by day with the blade of 
a pocket-knife, and lay them in v^ater on an object-slide, to be 
able to follow the development. —For full-grown prothallia for 
section-Gutting, the spores can be well sown on a bed of cocoa- 
nut fibre refuse, flattened down in a large flower-pot saucer, with 
a hole in the bottom, or a seed-pan, and well drained, kept moist 
until towards the time they are needed for examination. Over- 
head watering, if needed, can be given with a spray such as is. 
used for diffusing scent, and by gardeners for the purpose of 
spraying foliage with insecticides. — Another highly-recommended 
method is to sow the spores upon a slab of peat which has been 
first boiled in water in order to kill any seeds or spores it may 
contain, and then soaked with the culture fluid recommended 
for the cultivation of Spiro gym. The spores are then sown, 
and the turf covered with a bell-glass and placed in a north 
window. With a favourable temperature germination begins 
in from three to five days. — With care to keep them moist,, 
iihe spores can likewise be germinated upon a glass-slide, and,, 
with the very careful addition of minute quantities of culture 
fluid, can be grown to some size, though their growth thus is 
usually much more slow. Owing to their large size, the spores. 
of Ceratopteris lend themselves pretty readily to this mode of 
culture, which enables easy observation under the microscope, 
and facilitates also the fixing and permanent preservation of 
specimens showing the early stages of germination and prothaliial 
development. The spores oi Oeratopteris can likewise be germi- 
nated by sowing upon a nutrient fluid, and preserving a moist 
atmosphere. Floating prothallia are then developed, with rhizoids 
and sexual structures in their normal position, but submerged.— 
The spores of various kinds of (widely grown as. 

silver” and “ gold” ferns) are also exceedingly good for growing 
prothallia. With young prothallia spermatozoids can be very 
well studied in suspended drops in moist chambers, and the nature 
and duration of their movement, and the changes accompanying 
it, readily followed. 

Beproduction of Equisetum.^-The sporangiferous axis of Equu 
arises in the form of a cone, at the tip either of the ordinary 
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green, or of special coloniiess shoots. The sporangiophores are 
metamorphosed leaves, arranged in whorls, and, by mutual lateral 
pressure, have assumed a polygonal, usually hexagonal, form. 
In order to study them more closely we first remove a number of 
them with a scalpel from the axis of a ripe sporangiferous shoot, 
and examine them dry, with direct illumination, under the simple 
microscope. All species are practically alike ; we will, however, 
select the common Equisetum limosum of ditches, fructifying in 
June and July. 

In each sporangiophore it is easy to distinguish the poly- 
gonal shield and the stalk which bears it. On the inner surface 
of the shield, surrounding the stalk, arise about eight sac-like 
sporangia, which, in order to evacuate their spores, split along 
the entire length of the side directed towards the stalk. — The 
internal structure of the sporangiophore and the sporangia can be 
seen upon cross-sections, taken through an axis which is not quite 
ripe. Decidedly more favourable results will be attained by the 
use of alcohol material, softened and examined in glycerine. The 
stalk of the sporangiophore is traversed by a central vascular 
bundle. At its apex it broadens out into the shield, and its 
vascular bundle divides, umbrella-wise, into just so many strands 
as there are sporangia present. The bundle-branchlets end with 
spirally-thickened tracheides under the place of insertion of the 
sporangia. The epidermis of the sporangia is distinguished by 
the beautiful spiral, or in part annular, thickening of its cells. 
The sporangial wall appears reduced to this epidermis, and to 
some ultimately-collapsed layers of cells. During their formation 
the spores lie embedded in an epiplasm, very rich in starch, and 
fixed by alcohol, which is consumed during the later development 
of the spores. — We will study the spores of B. limosum in fresh 
material. These are distinguished at once by their striking 
elaters. These elaters are two bands, derived from the cleft 
outer membrane of the spore. They hold together only at one 
spot, in rectangular fashion, and form therefore a four-armed 
cross, whose arms are rolled around the spore. At their end, the 
bands are expanded spathulately. These bands are very hygro- 
scopic ; upon drying they unroll, in moist air they roll up again. 
If we breathe upon dry spores lying (uncovered) upon an object- 
slide, and while observing them under the microscope, the bands 
will be seen to begin to roll up, whereby the whole mass of spores 
is set in movement. The use of this mechanism lies in the hook- 
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iiig together of the spores, which brings about a gregarious 
developinent of the unisexual prothallia, and hence enhances the 
probability of fertilisation. Besides the membrane which gave 
rise to the elaters the spores possess two other smooth membranes, 
in close contact, and forming together, apparently, only a single 
w’ali. In alcohol material the two membranes separate, and can 
be readily seen. With a correctly-disposed spore it can be seen 
that they are joined at one spot. At the same time the median 
nucleus of the spore is clearly distinguishable. If we run chlor- 
zinc iodine into such a preparation, the elaters take a dirty violet 
colour — only, however, in their inner parts, while the outer be- 
come brownish ; the median membrane stains yellow-brown ; by it 
this membrane becomes wninkled. The contents of the fresh spore 
appear green from the presence of numerous sm all chloroph}!! bodies. 

Beproduction of Selagmella . — The Selaginelleae are hetero- 
sporous Lycopodiness ; they possess two kinds of sporangia and 
spores, and we will therefore turn our attention to them in order to 
broaden our view of the Vascular Cryptogams. The Selaginelle® 
are also known as the Ligulatse, because their leaves are provided 
with a small ligule at the base. We will examine more carefully 
Selaginella Martensii (Sprg.), universally distributed in plant- 
houses. Fertile specimens are easy to recognise by the short 
spikes which they usually develop on the ultimate branches 
of numerous shoots. The vegetative body of the plant is spread 
in one plane ; it bears four rows of leaves in pairs, which cross 
one another obliquely. In each pair the upper leaf remains small, 
the under is considerably larger. The tvro rows of upper leaves 
on the dorsal surface press against the stem with their upper side. 
The two rows of under leaves on the ventral surface are placed 
laterally, flatly spread out, with their upper surface upwards. 
The vegetative body of the plant is therefore bilateral and dorsi- 
ventral i that is, it admits only one plane of symmetry, which 
divides the body into a right and left half, and exhibits a ventral 
and dorsal surface. The terminal fertile spikes, on the other 
hand, are quadrangular, provided with four rows of symmetrically 
arranged leaves, directed outwards. — We next inform ourselves as 
to the structure of the spike, by pulling off one leaf after the other 
with needles under the simple microscope, beginning at the base. 
We see an ovate, somewhat-flattened sporangium stand in the 
axil of each leaf. Even in this operation we shaU have noticed 
that many sporangia are larger, and show projecting bosses. If 
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we open these larger sporangia with the needles, four large spores 
will come into view, which completely filled the sporanginm, 
and made its wall bulge locally; if we open one of the small 
sporangia, it proves to be filled with numerous small spores. 
The large sporangia are female sporangia (macrosporangia), the 
large spores female spores (macrospores) ; the small sporangia 
and spores are male, and are distinguished respectively as micro- 
sporangia and microspores. The small spores are triangularly 
pointed on one side, with reticulate markings, and usually hold 
together in tetrads. The same relations, more evident in accord 
ance with size, are met with on the four macrospores. We see 
clearly upon them the triangular tapering of one side ; in order, on 
the oiher hand, to be able to distinguish well the re ticulately- con- 
nected ridges on the celi-w^all, it is desirable to crush the spores. 
The walls of the microspores soon become dark brown, while the 
macrospores remain far paler. If we examine the leaves, from 
which we have removed the sporangia, we see the ligule arise 
close under the place of insertion of the removed sporangium, 
as a tongue-shaped membrane. A further removal of leaves from 
the spike shows us that the macrosporangia are far scarcer upon 
it than the miorosporangia, but preponderate on the lower parts 
•of the spike. The ripe sporangia dehisce transversely into two valves. 

Between thumb and forefinger we will now prepare median 
longitudinal sections both of the apex and of the lower part of the 
spike, holding the material in such way that the section passes 
through the middle line of a pair of leaves. In favourable sections, 
taken from spikes still growing, we have now before us the entire 
developmental history of the sporangia, from their rudiments to 
the ripe condition. The apex includes the growing point with 
the youngest leaf and sporangial rudiments. At the growing 
point we may indeed be able to see the two- or three-sided taper- 
ing apical cell. We see the sporangial protuberances originate 
over the youngest leaf rudiments. We note the early origin of 
the ligule close below the sporangia! protuberance at the base 
of the leaf. Also we may see various stages in the development 
of the macro- or microspores from a central cell in the sporangium, 
and of the sporangia! wall. 

In conclusion, it. may be mentioned that the Selagineilese, in 
drying, preserve so excellently, that we can use softened herbarium 
specimens in order to study the growing point and the origin of the 
sporangia. Sections through fresh material, as well as material 
thus softened, can be made very transparent with potash solution. 
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THE REPEODUOTION OE aYMNOSPERMS. 

Matekials Used. 

Hale flowers of Pinus {e.g,, the Scotch Eir, P. sylvestris). Best in alcohol. 
May or June. Also fresh. 

Young female cones of the Scotch Eir (or other Pinus). Fresh, or in 
alcohol. End of May. 

First year cones of the Red Eir {Picea vulgaris, Lk.). Weekly from end 
of May to end of June. Fresh, or best in alcohol. 

Seeds of the same. September or October. 

Alcohol material, whenever possible, is preferable to fresh, as the resin will 
be dissolved out. It should lie for at least twenty-four hours before use 
in alcohol-glycerine. 

Be AGENTS Used. 

Potash — Iodine — Carbolic acid. 

Phanerogamic plants faU into the two great divisions of naked 
seeded, or Gymnosperms, and enclosed seeded, or AngiO“ 
sperms. These divisions differ greatly in the structure of the 
flower and the processes of fertilisation and embryology, and 
we will first study them in the Gymnosperms. 

Male Flower of Finns sylvestris . — We will make ourselves 
acquainted in the first instance with the structure of the male 
flower of the Scotch Fir {Finns sylvestris). This plant flowers in 
May or June, according to the district ; but it can be studied very 
well in alcohol material, which, as it is too brittle, should be laid 
for at least one day prior to examination- in a mixture of equal 
parts of alcohol and glycerine. Material thus prepared can be 
cut much better than if fresh. We first determine that the male 
flowers (in the form of tiny cones) stand in large numbers on the 
lower parts of a shoot of the same year. They are arranged 
according to a ^ phyilotaxy, and correspond in their arrange- 
ment exactly to the short shoots,” each bearing two needle 
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leaves, which succeed the flowers in uninterrupted series. The 
flowers also, like the short shoots, stand in the axils of scale- 
leaves or bracts X Upon the stalk of the male flowers, we find 
first three decussating pairs of bracts. The lowermost pair is 
placed laterally with regard to the primary bract and the parent 
axis, an arrangement which is due to the necessities of space, and 
which is almost always foimd in the first pair of leaves of the 
vegetative buds of Gymnosperms. To the bracts of the short 
flower-stalk succeed the stamen's, closely crowded, usually ar- 



ranged in ten vertical rows. The floral axis is elongated, fusiform. 
A single stamen separated and examined under the simple micro- 
scope shows its under side occupied by two longitudinally-inserted 
pollen-sacs, meeting one another in the middle line; its tip 
is extended into a short, upturned edge. 

Median longitudinal sections through the flower, shortly before 
the dehiscence of the anthers (Fig. 134, A), show, especially after 
treatment with potash, the course of the vascular bundles in the 
floral axis, the series of staminal leaves, each with a single 
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vascular bundle, the insertion of the pollen-sacs on the staminal 
leaves. Upon fragmentary longitudinal sections, thinner parts 
can be readily found, in which the structure of the individual 
staminal leaf (B) may be stiU better foUowed. 

We next prepare tangential longitudinal sections through the 
flower, in order to obtain cross-sections of single staminal leaves, 
and pick out such an one for closer study (C). We see that the 
two poUen-sacs adjoin in the middle line, and, when ripe, are 
usually separated only by a flat wall of collapsed cells, in ■^hich 
one or more' layers of flat starch-containing ceUs may be medianly 
interposed. Upon their free outer surface the pollen-sacs are 
covered by the epidermis, to which, towards the interior, usually 
only coUapsed cells adjoin; towards the dorsal surface of the 
leaf, likewise, the pollen cavities are enclosed in the same way. 
In the median line of the anther, above and below the partition 
waE separating the two pollen-sacs, runs a strip of mesophyll. 
The upper of these is thicker, and is traversed by the very deheate 
vascular bundle. At the two side edges of the anther, the epider- 
mis projects into a more or less feebly-developed wing; where 
this is thickest, a little mesophyll can be found between the two 
layers of epidermis (0). On the under side of the poUen-sacs 
the epidermal cells diminish in size from both sides; at the 
places of weakest development the poUen-sacs open. These 
poUen-sacs closely resemble the sporangia of Lycopodiace® ; 
researches in comparative development have, in fact, led to the 
conception that the pollen-sacs of Phanerogams, and the micro- 
sporangia of Cryptogams are homologous structures, and that the 
pollen-grains, therefore, are microspores. 

The Pollen-Go-am.—B we look now to the pollen-grams 
developed in the poUen-sacs, where possible in the fresh state, we 
shall note that each of these consists of a central body, upon 
which are placed lateraUy two bladdery vesicles (P); If the 
flower is ripe, the two vesicles appear dark, because filled with 
air They show a delicate tracery upon their surface. The 
middle, true poUen-cell, contains finely granular protoplasm, and 
a large nucleus. Shortly before dehiscence before the 

opening of the poUen-saes, a division takes place in &e poUen- 
grain, and in the ripe pollen-grain we see, m the rmddle of the 
Snvex side, turned away from the two vesicles, ^ 
adpressed to its waU. This cell is best seen when the poUen- 
grL, as in our figure, hes on its side. In the pollen-grams 
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most Coniferae several such cells adjoin one ano titer, and form 
a characteristic cell-body projecting more or less deeply into the 
pollen- grain. These internal structures in the pollen- grain of 
Gymnosperms are to be looked upon as a reduced prothallium, 
which in Pinm is reduced so far that only a single cell, besides 
the generative cell, remains in the ripe pollen-grain. The pollen- 
grain of Finns has a double membrane, the outer, the exine (or 
exospore), the inner the intine or (endospore). The exine is 
cuticularised, and at two laterally-situated places has undergone 
cleavage in order to form vesicles, which first contain fluid, but 
when ripe are filled with air, and thus form these bladdery wing- 
like appendages. 

Female Gone of Finns sylvestris , — The Scotch Fir is monce- 
cious, so that we find male and female flowers upon the same plant. 
The female flowers form a cone, in which numerous ovules, 
inserted upon scale-like structures, are found combined. The 




Pig. 135 . — Pinus sylvestris. Fruit- 
scale /with its two ovules, s, aud the 
central rib, c: Behind is the bract, h. 
Upon the ovule the integument has 
grown out into two prolongations, m 
(x7). 


small cones, either singly or several 
together, occupy the apex of twigs 
of the same age as themselves. 
They stand in the axils of bracts 
just like those of the short shoots, 
each with two needle leaves, in- 
serted lower down on the axis; 
their position at the end of the 
shoot corresponds, however, with 
that of the normal twig-forming 
prolongation. The small cones are 
usually in the receptive state at 
the end of May, and, though small, 
are recognisable by their brown- 
red colour. They are stalked, and 
stand erect; the stalk is covered 
with brown scales. Here also 
alcohol material treated with glyce- 
rine can serve for study. If 


we bring pieces removed from the axis of the cone with the 


scalpel under the simple microscope, and isolate them with 


needles, we can see (Mg, 135), that in the axils of delicate 


obovate bracts (h), somewhat fringed at their margin, arise scales 


iff) of similar form, but fleshy, smooth edged, provided on the 
inner side with a central projecting rib (c). These are distin- 
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gnished as fruit-scales* At the base of the fruit-scale, right and 
left, is found on each side of the rib an ovule (s), with its micro- 
pyle turned below and towards the outer side. The edge of the 
simple ovular Integument is prolonged at the micropyle into two 
lobes (m), placed right and left. Bract and fruit-scale have grown 
together at the base, and are therefore removed together from the 
axis of the cone. — The cones of the Abietinege, and other true 
cone-bearing Conifera, are conceived to be either single flowers or 
inflorescences, according to the significance which is attached 
to the fruit-scale. This may either be considered as a flattened 
.metamorphosed axial shoot, growing in the axis of a modified leaf, 
w'hich we have here called the bract, and partially adnate to the 
bract ; or, as a development of the placenta of a carpeilary 
leaf, which we have hitherto called the bract. In the former case, 
therefore, we should have a bi-ovular branch in the axil of 
each bract ; in the second a bi-ovular placenta on the upper side of 
a carpeilary leaf. In the former case, the cone would therefore 
be an inflorescence composed of many fertile axillary branches ; 
in the second, the cone would be a single flower composed of 
numerous open carpeilary leaves. 

Pollination , — The remarkable structure of the fruit-scale is 
explained by the machinery for pollination, which can be followed 
upon fresh material only, and at the time of pollination. As soon 
as the male flowers begin to free their pollen (which is carried off 
by the wind), we can demonstrate an elongation of the axis of 
the cone, whereby the fruit-scales, together with the bracts apper- 
taining to them, are separated from one another. The pollen can 
now fail upon the uplifted fruit-scales, slip down them, and 
guided by the projecting rib, come between the two prolongations 
of the ovular integument. Later on, these prolongations curve 
inwards, and in this way carry the pollen into the micropyle, 
and to the apex of the nucellus. After full pollination the fruit- 
scales soon close their edges together, and these are consolidated 
by the intergrowth of papillae. The bracts do not further develop, 
nor does the central rib of the fruit-scale, which is of no further 
use. The red colour of the cone changes into brown, and then 
into green (when ripe, again becoming brown) ; and the cone 
slowly bends over, and finally takes a pendant position. 

The Ovule and Embryo-sac , — We will now turn our attention 
to the further changes which take place in the poliinised ovules of 
■the ConiferiB. At the time of pollination the embryo-sac of the 
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ovule is in a most rudimentary condition, and is not easy to find : 
longitudinal sections through the ovule shows the nucelius as a 
small protuberance surrounded by the simple integument. After 
rhis a further development of the ovule takes place, and at a rate 
which depends upon the greater or less time which has to separate- 
the periods of pollination and of fertilisation. In Taxus (the 
Yew) fertilisation takes place about the middle of June in the- 
same year; in the Scotch Fir not until the next year, more than 
thirteen months after pollination, and in this case the further 
development of the ovular rudiment begins in the spring follow- 
ing pollination, and must therefore be studied in one year old 
cones. In the Spruce Fir Pioea), pollination and fertilisa- 

tion are separated by about six weeks only, and the further- 
development of the ovular rudiment follows close upon pollination.. 
We will consequently, in what follows, keep to the Spruce Fir,, 
because this odors many advantages for study. It would lead us- 
too far to follow step by step in our present studies the enlarge- 
ment of the embryo-sac, the origin of the tissue of the prothalius 
(endosperm) and of the sexual organs in its interior, the increase- 
in size and corresponding diflerentiation of the entire rudimentary 
seed. We will therefore turn at once to the stage in which the 
oospheres are fully formed, and in a receptive condition. This 
condition, in the common Bed 'Fii (Picea tndgaris, Lk.),^ is 
reached about the middle of June, and fertilisation is then com- 
pleted in the course of a few days. Alcohol material in suitable- 
stages of development must be at command. It is recommended 
not to lay entire cones, but separate fruit-scales, in the alcohol. 
Before cutting the alcohol material, it should be transferred, as we- 
have already repeatedly done, to a mixture of equal parts alcohol 
and glycerine for at least twenty-four hours. 

In beginning the investigation, we first study the appearance 
of the entire scale. This is obovate, shows below, on its inner 
(upper) surface, the two ovules, and also the outlines of the mem- 
branous wings, w^hich later on will be separated, with the ripe- 
seed, from the inner surface of the fruit-scale. On the outer sur- 
face of the fruit-scale, and below, can still be found the bract, now 
appearing comparatively minute. 

The ovule to be cut can be easily separated uninjured from the* 

^ Picea vulgm’iSj Link (1827), of the text, was renamed by the same author- 
14i{B)lPicea excelsa. It is Pinus Picea and Abies Picea of various authors. 
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fruit-scale with the points of the needles. We prepare 
nal sections of it between thumb and forefinger, but as the 
integument has become comparatively hard we must somewhat 
modify our method of preparation. We cut the ovule in two with 
the scissors at about its mid height ; we then take the upper half 
of the ovule, i.e., that which contains its apex, between the 
fingers, and with the forceps withdraw the nucellus out of the cut 
surface. Through this 
longitudinal sections can 
now be readily made. 

We examine in glycerine. 

_ We first, however, 
examine a longitudinal 
section of an entire re- 
ceptive ovule with a low 
power. The entire ovule, 
with integument, is cut 
perpendicularly to its sur- 
face of insertion; it is 
displayed, therefore, in 
median longitudinal view 
(Fig. 136). We see in 
it the integument (i), 
which develops into the 
skin of the seed, and from 
mid-height is separated 
from the nucellus ; the 
nucellus, bearing upon 
its apex pollen-grains, 
which partly are external, 
and partly lie sunk in its 
tissue ; or may even show 
pollen - tubes (t), de- 
veloped from these pollen- 
grains, which penetrate 
the upper part of the 
nucellus, in order to reach the external layer of the embryo-sac , 
the embryo-sac (e), of elliptic outline, filled with endosperm (or 
more correctly, prothallium tissue) ; the archegonia, of which 
the ventral portion (a) is very large and proportionately easy, but 
neck more difficult, to recognise ; in the interior of each arche- 



FiG. 136. — Median ioiigitudinal section tliroiuzh 
a receptive ovule of Picect vulgaris^ Lk. e, embryo- 
sac tilled with endosperm; a, venti’al portion, and 
c neck of an arcliegoniuin ; ?*-, the nucleus of the 
oosphere ; nc^ the nucellus of the ovule ; p, pollen- 
grains upon and in the nucellar apex ; t, pollen - 
tubes, traversing the nucellus ; % integument ; s, 
the wing of the seed(x 9). 
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gonium is an oosphere (o), which in alcohol material is noticeable 
from its yellow-brown colour, and shows a central large nucleus 
[n ) ; and lastly, under the ovule, the commencement of the wing 
(5). — If we prepare a similarly-directed section through a fresh 
ovule of the same age, we shall again find the same relations ; but 
very oommonty the contents of the archegonium will have run 
out. If the section has laid bare individual archegonia, without 
opening them, the oospheres will appear as yellowish frothy 
masses of protoplasm, in which the central nucleus is scarcely 
distinguishable, or else, in the best cases, has only the appearance 
of a large central vacuole. The oospheres quickly suffer under 
the infiuence of the water taken from their environment ; if the 
section is to be kept for a longer time, it is recommended to use 
as fluid for observation white of egg diluted with water, to which, 
for greater stability, a little camphor has been added. In such 
preparations the neck of the archegonium is not difficult to see. 
It consists of from two to four stages of cells. Under the neck is 
to be found a small cell (Uig. 137, cl), which corresponds with 
the ventral canal -cel I of the Yascular Cryptogams ; the oosphere 
divides, in order to form it, shortly before it is receptive. The 
venter, or body, of the archegonium is surrounded by a layer 
of flattened cells, rich in cell-contents. — In order to inform our- 
selves as to the number and position of the archegonia, we prepare 
a number of successive cross-sections through the upper part of 
the ovule. In this way we show that from three to five arche- 
gonia, arranged in a circle, stand at the apex of the embryo-sac. 
Sections which have laid bare this apex show us the neck of the 
archegonia, in apical view, as rosettes of six or eight cells. 

Fertilisation .- — If our material has been gathered at the time 
of fertilisation, we may be able to follow individual pollen-tubes 
to an oosphere. As longitudinal sections show, the pollen-tubes 
penetrate to the embryo -sac through the conducting tissue of 
the nucellus, growing in that direction in which they are best 
nourished. The pollen-tube is thickly filled with small grains, 
which iodine shows to be starch. In suitably fixed material 
one can without difficulty see the reproductive cells of the pollen- 
grain, and the vegetative nucleus, in the swollen end of the polleU' 
tube. The re|)roduetive cells are present to the number of two, 
which have resulted from the division of their mother-cell. The 
pollen-tubes attain to the embryo-sac, penetrate between the cells 
of the neck, and thus to an oosphere, into which one of the two 
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reproductive cells passes (Fig. 137, S). In specially fortunate 
sections one may see the smaller spermo-nucleus pressed against 


the larger ooniicleiis (Fig. 137, 0), and then the two unite into the 
erabryo-nucleus. The apex of the pollen-tube in Picea is finely 



Fig. 137. — Picea milgaris, Lk. A, a ripe oospliere with nucleus, on,, and ventral 
canal-cell, cl. B, an oosphere during fertilisation ; sn, the intruded spermo-nucleus ; 
0 %, the oonucleus ; p, the tip of the pollen-tube. G, an oosphere during fertilisation, 
siiowing the conjugation of spermo- and oo-nucleus. Z>, the four nuclei in the end 
of the oospore remote from the neck, only two of which can b(i seen, since they all 
lie in the same plane. B, the nuclei have divided ; four nuclei lie nov? at the end, 
and four others more in the body of the oospore. F, three stages of cells are formed 
in the end of the oospore, (r, the middle stage has elongated, and carried the lowest 
stage into the endosperm. The cells of the lowest stage are specially rich in contents 
(x 90). 

porous, and in species of Pinus shows a clear pit, which, however, 
does not suffice for the passage of the nucleus ; but still the mem- 
brane at the tip of the pollen-tube is soft and swollen, so that it 
would offer no great resistance to the passage of the nucleus. 


376 XXVII. BEPSODUOTION OP GYMNOSPEBMSv 

The reproductive nucleus which passes into the oosphere has 
therefore the value of a spermatozoid, and indeed in Zamia, 
Ginkgo biloha {Salisbury a adiantifolia), and Cycas remluta, all 
Gymnospermous Phanerogams, large multiciliate spermatozoids 
have actually been discovered. In general we may say that the 
reproductive nucleus of the pollen-tube is distinguished only in 
the details of form from the spermatozoid of a Vascular Crypto- 
gam, while the want of motility is compensated for by the 
growth of the pollen-tube right up to the embryo-sac. In both 
cases the nucleus forms the main body of the fertilising mass. 

Development of the Embryo. — The next stages take the em- 
bryo nucleus into the end of the oospore remote from the neck, 
where, by repeated bipartition, it forms four nuclei l3dng in 
the same plane (Pig. 137, D). These are separated from one 
another laterally by partition walls. They repeat their bipartition 
transversely to the long axis of the oospore, and become separated 
olf from one another in this direction also {E). The four nuclei 
lying at the end of the oospore again divide in the same direction, 
and the resulting nuclei which now lie nearest to the end of the 
oospore once more divide. Ultimately therefore, at that end 
of the oospore which is farthest from the neck, we find three 
tierSj each of four cells, and above these, in the general body of 
the oospore, four free nuclei (P^). - These free nuclei enlarge very 
considerably, and later on sink. Of the three tiers of cells, that 
which is nearest to the neck remains as a four-celled rosette 
at the base of the archegonium, the median ones elongate, forming 
the '' embryonal tubes,” from which the suspensor is formed, and 
cany the cells which were most remote from the neck of the 
archegonium down into the tissue of the prothallium (G). These 
last cells constitute the rudimentary embryo* They are distin- 
guished from the beginning by their richer contents, and soon 
divide into two (so early as G), and then into three stages. 

We can use the same fir, Fioea vulgaris, Lk., in order to study 
older ovules with rudimentary embryos. We can either use the 
material fresh, and at intervals of about eight days, or the 
material can at similar intervals be laid in alcohol. The rudi- 
mentary embryo rapidly increases in size and in number of cells 
by the formation of periclinal, anticlinal, and radial walls, and 
takes the form of the adjoining Pig, 138, A. These divisions 
preclude from the very first the existence of an apical cell. After 
the embryo has further enlarged, its hinder end begins to develop 
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Fia. 138.— Pice® vulgaris. A, youag rudimentary ernbryo in optical 

P older rudimentary embryo in optical section. The rudimentaiy root ai 
iolving pofat ome sterlre alrlady Jmed (x 27). 0, half-npe embryo -en trom 

the outside. the same in longitudinal section. M, m apical view (^ 27^ , 

im-icritudinal section through a ripe seed, showing: c, cotyledons ; h, hypocot>l , ; 
.aTex of the plerome of the root ; cjy, root-cap ; cl, its central column ; m, pith , i , 
procarnbial ring in the hypocotyl (x 10). 



378' XXVIL ■ EEPEODUCTION OF GYMNOSPEEMS. 

sac- wise, and adds to tlie embryonal tubes, so that the ‘' sus- 
pensor** formed from these becomes more and more massive; 
The rudimentary embryo itself assumes a cylindrical form, be- 
comes opaque, and is then very sharply contrasted with the 
transparent suspensor. When the opaque portion has attained 
a length of about 0’5 mm., the rudiment of a root can (after the 
use of potash, creosote, or chloral hydrate has made it trans- 
parent) be made out in its interior. This is differentiated at^ 
about 0T5 mm. distance from the apex and always by periclinal 
divisions within a layer of hemispherically- arranged ceils (Fig, 
138, B). Henceforth this root apex adds to the length of the 
embryonic axis posteriorly by its growth. Soon the other end of 
the embryonic axis bulges in its middle portion (H), in order 
to form the growing apex of the stem. Around this then arise 
in considerable number the rudiments of the seed-leaves or cotyle- 
dons (C, D and H). All the parts of the embryo are now 
present, and need only to* grow in order to attain the structure 
visible in the ripe seed. 

Thus far we have concerned ourselves solely with the most 
strongly-developing embryo, which ultimately is alone present 
but in reality several, if not all, of the archegonia give rise to* 
rudimentary embryos. All these rudiments grow back into the- 
long axis of the body of the prothallium ; that one, however, 
w^hich originates before the others, and first, therefore, makes 
use of the food-materials stored in the tissue of the prothallium,. 
develops more strongly, and ultimately supplants all the others. 
At the time when the cotyledons show themselves, the rudi- 
mentary embryo already lies with its apex at the base of the 
embryo-sac. With further growth the root end must now be again 
extended backward, and ultimately attains the position whence 
the whole development started. The suspensor is pressed up- 
wards, and ultimately reduced to a knot oi disordered cells. The 
individual cell-rows constituting it separate easily from one 
another (0). 

The Seed , — The seed ripens in October. It then easily 
separates from the fruit-scale, together with the wing which is 
developed on the inner side of the seed, leaving behind upon this 
fruit-scale, after separation, a corresponding hoUow. The cells of 
the spermoderm are, as cross and longitudinal sections readily 
show, thickened almost to the obliteration of their cavity. A 
portion of the tissue of the prothallium remains in the seed,. 
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as albumen or endosperm, densely ■ filled with reserve food- 
materials. It forms a sac, enclosing the embryo. This sac 
is open at its micropylar end, and here the radicle of the embryo 
is situated against the displaced remnant of the nucelius. The 
embryo can be easily made out in seeds cut in the direction of 
their length. It looks somewhat cylindrical, gradually getting 
thicker towards the cotyledonary end. In consequence of being 
filled with reserve food-materials it is white, and as opaque as the' 
albumen or endosperm of the seed. 

We prepare a median longitudinal section through the seed 
between the fingers, and lay it in carbolic acid diluted with, 
alcohol. The figure becomes very beautifully 
clear, far better than in potash, and even better 
than in chloral hydrate, so that we can follow 
every row of cells. We see (Fig. 139) that the 
cotyledons (c) do not reach quite a third of the 
whole length of the embryo. At the base between 
them is to be seen the growing apex 
vegetationis) of the embryonic stem. The stem 
(caulicle) itself, which is distinguished as the 
hypocotyl (h) passes, without clear limitation, 
into the root (the radicle). This is for the most 
part represented only by a growing apex, which 
shows clearly in the interior of the body of the 
embryo as the apex of the pierome {pi) of the 
root, while the cell-rows of the cortex (periblem) 
of the hypocotyl pass directly into the parabolic 
layers of the rootcap (cp), a condition which 
recurs in aU roots of the Gymnosperms, since we 
can see the cell-rows of the cortex of the body 
of the root pass over direct into the cell-layers of 
the root-cap {cf. Thuja, p. 223). The root-cap is 
traversed in the direction of its long axis by a distinctly-marked 
column of tabular cells, arranged in straight rows. In the 
hypocotyl the tissue of the pith {m) already begins to show, and 
around this the elongated cells of the procambium ring (op), in 
which the vascular bundles will make their appearance. These 
cells can be traced, moreover, for a short distance along the 
median section of the cotyledons (compare the Fig.). Thus, 
in the embryo the essential parts of the future plant are already 
present. 



Fig. 139.— Lorigi- 
tudinal section 
through the ripe- 
embryo, c, cotyle- 
dons ; h, hypocotyl ; 
;pl, growing apex of 
the pierome ; cp, 
root-cap ; d, its 
central coliinm ; 
pith ; op, procam- 
bium ring in the 
hypocotyl (x 10). 
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THE ANDECECIUIM OF ANGIOSPERMS. 

Materials Used. 

JFlower-buds of various ages, and flowers, of the Day Lily (Hemerocallis 
fulva) ; fresh., or in alcohol. Summer. In its stead, species of Lilium 
Tulip, Hyacinth, Funkia ovata, Aga;pant}ms unibellatm. Iris, etc., thus 
providing material available during a great part of the year. 

‘The same of Tradescantia virginica ; fresh. Or the Snowflake (Leucojum), 
or Fritillaria imperialis (the Crown Imperial). 

Flower>buds, about to open, and older flowers of CEmthera, or F'uchsia, or 
Epilohium ; fresh. 

.Flowers of AUluBa rosea, or other Malvacese ; fresh, also in alcohol. 

Flowers of Calluna, Erica, Azalea, Rhododendron or Acacia species ; fresh. 

Flowers for pollen-cultivation ; fresh. 

Eeagents Used. 

Concentrated sulphuric acid — Chlorzinc iodine — 25 per cent, chromic acid 
— Acetic iodine green — Iodine — Logwood — Carbolic acid — Chloral 
hydrate — Oil of cloves — Oil of lemon — Iodine green — Acetic acid — 
Sugar solution with gelatine. 

The male sexual organs of an Angiospermous fiov/er form 
-collectively the andrcBcium. The individual stamen consists 
of a (usually) thread-like stalk, the filament, and the anther. 
This last is formed of two longitudinal halves or anther-iobes, 
which are separated by the upper part of the filament, the so- 
called connective, but the connective is reckoned as a part of 
the anther. In the tissue of each anther-lobe are contained 
usually two compartments, or pollen-sacs. Each poHen-sac 
corresponds with a microsporangium. 

Stamen of Hemerocallis. — We first inform ourselves about 
=the stamen of some one of the large-flowered Liliacese ; foi 
example, Remerocallis fulva, a hardy herbaceous perennial, very 
vi^videly cultivated in gardens, or any of the still more universally- 
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cultivated white or tiger Lilies, Tulip, Crown Imperial, etc.,, 
will do equally w^ell. The yellow filament is here very long, 
becomes thinner tow'ards its upper end, and tapers very sharply ai; 
the place of insertion of the anther. This latter is bro\Mr in 
HemerocalliSj and movable (versatile or centrifixed) upon the 
filament. The connective can be traced along the outer side 
of the anther as a thin stripe between the two anther-lobes. 

•The Pollen-Orain , — The ripe pollen, observed dry upon the 
object-slide, shows the form of coffee berries, the general form 
in Liliacete. It appears yellow, ornamented -with a network of 
ridges on its surface. If, while examining, we allow water to 
enter from the edge of the cover-glass, we see that each pollen- 
grain, as soon as whetted, levels up its furrow, strongly bulges out 
on this particular side, and takes the form of a unilaterally 
flattened ellipsoid. The membrane of the previously-furrowed 
part is without ridges, is thick and colourless, and is delimited 
sharply against the sculptured, browmish membrane. This brown 
membrane is the outer wall of the pollen-grain, the exine (or 
exospore) ; the swollen colourless membrane is the inner, the 
intine (or endospore). In the swelling of the pollen- gi’ain the 
exine has been raptured in the grooved side, and the strongly- 
thickened intine protrudes. On the opposite side the intine is 
present only in the form of a delicate skin. The exine sub- 
serves the protection of the pollen-grain, and completely covers 
it in its normal furrowed condition. Between the pollen-grains 
in the preparation orange-red oil is distributed, and it clings 
also to the surface of the grains, giving to them in the dry 
state their yellow colour. The contents of the pollen- grain ap- 
pear grey and finely granular. After a short time, during which 
the pollen-grain slowly and progressively enlarges, it bursts and 
empties its contents, in worm-like form, into the surrounding 
■water. In sugar solution of suitable concentration the grains 
round off‘ without ^bursting, and can be examined uninjured. 

If we allow concentrated sulphuric acid to act upon the poUen- 
grains, the colourless smooth part of their wall is at once dis- 
solved, w^hiie the sculptured, brownish part, on the other hand, 
resists : it is cuticularised. If into a preparation of poUen-giains 
in water we run watery solution of methylene blue, the cuti- 
cularised exine assumes a faint greenish-blue colour, the swollen 
intine bright blue, somewhat shading into violet. If instead of 
methylene blue we use watery safranin solution, the exine is 
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stained eherry-red, the intine orange-red. The bright blue of 
the former and orange-red of the latter stain are characteristic of 
pectic substances, which latter constitute the greater proportion 

■ of the intine. The intine in this case is so rich in pectic materials 
that with chlorzinc iodine it gives well only the bright yellow pectic 
reaction, and at most its innermost homogeneous layer alone shows 
:an indistinct cellulose reaction. The intine of pollen-grains always 

■ contains pectin, apart from which the cellulose reaction is easy 
•to obtain in it. The exine, as always with cutinised membranes, 
stains yellow brown with chlorzinc iodine. — Alcohol material of 

;the pollen of HemeroGollis fuha reacts even better than when fresh. 
The oil is wanting in such preparations, since it is removed by 
•alcohol. In the outer portions of the intine addition of water brings 
out striae perpendicular to the surface. Sulphuric acid makes the 
•structure of the cutinised exine still clearer, and high magnifica- 
tion shows a delicate sinuous network. The acid has turned the 
yellow oil masses blue, and they lie as irregular bodies in the 
meshes of the exine. The cutinised membrane itself has become 
yellow ; after some hours it becomes reddish-brown, while the 
extruded contents of the pollen-grain are stained rose-red, a 
reaction which protoplasmic substances show under the influence 
of sulphuric acid and in the presence of sugar. — In 25 per cent, 
chromic acid the non-cutinised parts of the exine, and the con- 
tents of the pollen-grain, are quickly dissolved; the cutinised 
parts resist its action longer. In its comparatively ready solu- 
bility in chromic acid the substance of the exine differs from 

■ corky and cutinised cell- walls, but it is nevertheless closely 
.related to suberin and cutin. 

Structure of the Anther Wall , — We will now prepare cross- 
sections through the anthers; and first it would be well to turn 
to a flower- bud only about two-thirds grown, and cut cross- 

■ sections through this. The sections of the perianth are then 
.removed from the preparation with the needles. Although we 
ihave chosen so young a flower for investigation, we nevertheless 
■find all the pollen-sacs open. Their opening is effected very 
easily, and in this case by the pressure of the razor in cutting. 
The adjoining figure (Fig. 140, A) will help us to understand the 
structure. The walls of the poMen-sacs break away (at j;) from 
■the partitions separating the two sacs of each "anther-lobe. Their 
r curvature is thus reduced. The two anther-lobes are joined 
.by the narrow connective, traversed by a. vascular bundle {f). 



STKUCTUBE OF THE ANTHEK- WALL. 


383 


If we now examine the cross-section with a higher power, we 
: 3 ee most externally the epidermis (or exothecium), of fiat cells 
filled with violet cell-sap. These epidermal ceils are bulged 
outwards. At the edges of the partition between the pollen-sacs 
they are rapidly reduced to a small height. Here the separation 
from the partition takes place. Stomata are scattered over the 
whole surface of the anther, and a small air-chamber lies under 
each of them. To the epidermis succeeds, in the wall of the 
pollen-sac, a single layer of comparatively high ceils, with annular 
thickenings, the so-called fibrous-layer (or mesothecium). The 
rings on these ceils are arranged perpendicularly to the surface ; 
they pass over here and there into spiral thickenings, and anasto- 
mose frequently into a network. Passing towards the dorsal side 
of the anther the walls of the sac become gradually thicker, the 
fibrous layer being doubled. The remainder of the body of the 
anther is likewise constructed of fibrous cells. Only the cells 
which surround the vascular bundle of the connective, and those 
^(jj) which form the partition between the pollen-sacs, are without 
thickening ridges. 

In order to prepare surface sections of the anther, w^e again 
select a fllower-bud about two-thirds developed. The surface 
sections show that over the sacs the epidermal cells arc longi- 
tudinally, the cells of the fibrous layer, on the other hand, are 
transversely, elongated. Not so on the dorsal surface of the 
anther, where the fibrous cells appear more isodiametric. Over 
the sacs the thickening ridges on the outer side of the fibrous 
cells are weaker, often scarcely recognisable. Often in Angio- 
sperms, as is found also in Taxus, the thickening is entirely 
wanting on the outer surface of the fibrous cells of the wall of the 
pollen-sac, so that the thickening ridges show U-shaped figures, 
open towards the exterior. As in drying the cells of the fibrous 
layer contract strongly, especially in transverse direction, and are 
hindered in radial contraction by the thickening ridges, so there is 
brought about an unequal contraction of the fibrous layer, re- 
sulting in the opening of the pollen-sacs. (Compare fern sporangia, 
p. 356). In the polien-sae of Pinus, on the other hand, the epi- 
dermis showed the characteristic thickening ridges, as also with 
the sporangial wall of Lycopodiaceas ; in these cases, therefore, 
the epidermis plays the mechanical part in dehiscence. 

Development of the Pollen a7id Pollen-Sac, — If we now prepare 
cross-sections through a flower-bud about | inch high, we shall 
find the walls of the sacs consisting, besides the epidermis (Fig. 
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140, 0, a), of two or three layers of flat (/, c), and one layer 
of radially-elongated cells (t), the former the meso- and endo- 

thecluiTij the 
latter the tape- 
tal layer, 
These last sur- 
round the entire 
sac. The in-, ' 
terior is filled 
with polygonal 
pollen mother- 
cells, still co- 
hering. — If we 
next prepare 
cross-sections 
through a 
flower -bud 
about I inch in 
height, we shall 
see the pollen 
mothe r-cells 
already isolated 
and in course 
of division. 
These pollen 
thick, strongly- 
or already 



Fig. 140. — Hemerocalhs Julva. A, cross-section through an 
almost ripe anther, with pollen-sacs opened by cutting ; the 
partition wall between the sacs ; /, vascular bundle of the 
connective ; a, groove along the connective (x 14). B, cross- 
section through a young anther (x 28). 0, Part of the previous 
cross-section of a sac ; a, epidermis ; /, the mesothecium, later 
forming the fibrous layer; c, the layer to be displaced (endo- 
thecium) ; tj the tapetal layer, to be resorhed later on ; -pjn, 
pollen mother-cells (x 240). 2) and B, division of the pollen 
mother-cells {x 240). 


mother-cells are recognisable by their white, 
refractive wall; their contents are divided into two, 
into four cells, which lie in one (Tig. 140, D), or in two planes 
at right angles (Fig, 140, B). Poilen-grains, therefore, like 
sporesi, are produced by quadri-partition inside their mother- 
cells. The wail of the anther is lined by tapetal cells, which 
are filled with yellow-brown contents. These constitute the 
innermost layer {t) clothing the young sac. — In slightly older 
flower- buds the walls of the pollen mother-cells are dissolved; 
the 3’oung pollen-grains lie free ; the tapetal cells have for the 
most part lost their individuality, their contents have penetrated 
between the young pollen-grains. The layer of flattened cells 
(/) underlying the epidermis has strongly developed, and forms 
the fibrous layer, while the next inner layer is crushed and 
disorganised. Ultimately, as still older buds show, the un- 
consumed portion of the tapetel ceils, especially in the periphery 

^ Of Bryophytes and Pfceridophyfces. 
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of the sac, takes on an intense yellow-brown colour, a glistening 
oily appearance, and so forms the oily substance which clings 
around and upon the pollen-grains. 

Substitutes for Hemerocallis. — The species of the genus 
Ztilium agree with Hemerocallis. The processes of differentia- 
tion in the anther take place here, however, later. In ffower- 
buds of the white Lily, Lilium candidum^ of L. croceum and 
others, four-fifths of an inch high, the pollen mother-cells first 
begin to divide. In cross-sections through fresh flower-buds 
the large tapetal cells are very striking from the yellow-brown 
colour of their contents. The hypodermal cells, as well as all 
the others which are later on provided with thickening ridges, are 
densely filled with starch grains. — Funkia ovata (May to July) 
provides likewise a very favourable object for study, and agrees 
with Hemerocallis and Lilium, as also do Agapanthus umbel- 
latus (Greenhouse, April), species of Iris, and many others. 
TuUpa (the Tulips, April, May), and Hyacinthiis orieiitalis 
(the Hyacinth, January to May) are likewise good to use. In 
TuUpa the filament under the anther tapers so sharply that 
this latter will draw off; in Hyacinthus the anthers are almost 
sessile on the perianth. 

Pollen-Grains of Tradescantia. — Tradescantiavirginica (obtain- 
able from early summer to frost) does not cut so well, but we 
sxamine the flowers for their pollen-grains. The stamens of a 
ibud which is ready to expand show us the beautiful sulphur- 
yellow anthers, fixed upon 
violet filaments covered 
with violet hairs (in which 
we have already studied 
protoplasmic circulation) . 

The dry pollen-grains are 
folded (or grooved) on one 
side (Eig. 141, A). In 
water the fold is levelled 
out, and the grains become 
almost ellipsoid; but the 
side which was furrowed 
is more strongly bulged. 

Its exine is decorated with fine sinuous lines ; the furrow^ed 
side also shows this structure, but the exine is there more feebly 
developed. In the finely granular contents can be distinguished 
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Fig. \^.—TTade<scwnMa mrginica. A , polle-u- 
grain dry. B, in water. 0, young pollen-grain 
ill water* showing the reproductive and vegetative 
cells (x 540). 
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two brighter homogeneous-looking spots (B). These are the 
two nuclei, of which the one (vegetative) is elliptic, the other 
(rejproductive) is elongated and bent, and almost fills the re^ 
productive cell. The other contents of the pollen- grains are 
pretty uniformly finely granular. The pollen-grains after some 
time begin to flatten, whereby the nuclei, together with the 
contents, are squeezed out. The two nuclei can be seen very 
beautifully if the pollen-grains are crushed in a drop of acetic 
iodine-gi’een. The generative nucleus stains more deeply, and 
in coming out often elongates considerably. If the pollen-grains 
are placed in the reagents in question, but without crushing, 
the nuclei show in their natural position inside the grain — ^the 
vermiform nucleus always staining very deeply; the elliptic, on 
the other hand, somewhat more feebly. The rest of the poUen- 
gi*ain remains at the same time unstained. — If pollen-grains in 
water have a drop of iodine solution added, we see, after crushing 
the grain, numerous small blue starch granules in the extruded 
VC How-brown contents. 

If we go back to the younger flowers, and remove the anthers 
from a bud about I inch long, and crush them in water, we shall 
see part of the pollen-grains with one nucleus, and part, as in 
Fig. 141, Gj with two nuclei lying close together. These two 
nuclei are, however, separated by a convex partition wall, which 
encloses one nucleus together with a little protoplasm. This plano- 
convex cell, in basal outline almost circular, lies always upon the 
flatter side of the grain, which later on is opposed to the fold, 
•or furrow. — In somewhat older flower-buds we can see that 
this cell has separated from the wall of the pollen-grain, and 
lies free in the contents of the grain. It has elongated, and 
proportionately thinned, and at the same time tapered at both 
•ends ; with the exception of the two ends, it is filled by its 
nucleus. It is this ceil which, later on, effects fertilisation, 
always previously undergoing bipartition in the pollen- tube. — The 
staining distinction between generative and vegetative nucleus 
is as a rule much more marked than in Tradescantia. 

The species of Leucojum (Snowflake) agree with Tradescantia. 
The Crown Imperial, Fritillaria imperialis, presents another 
favourable object for investigation. In sections of alcohol mate- 
rial, first placed in water, and then stained with logwood, the 
two nuclei in each pollen-grain can be seen very beautifully. 

Pollen of OSnothera . — If we open a bud of CEnothera biennis 
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(the Eyening Primrose) which is ready to expand, we shall find 
that the anthers have already dehisced and set free their pollen- 
grains, These latter are suspended between the anthers by 
cobweb-like threads. If such threads are stretched out upon an 
object-slide, they appear under the microscope as exceedingly deli- 
cate filaments, some stretched straight, others tangled. The 
pollen-grains in a dry state are opaque, but their triangular form 
is at once noticeable. In water, with a higher power, they show 
as flattened, symmetrically-triangular bodies, with rounded pro- 
jecting angles. At the base of each of these rounded corners 
an inner annular thickening of the membrane of the pollen-grain 
is to be seen. The contents of the pollen-grain appear finely 
granular ; the two nuclei are only recognisable in the contents 
of the ripe grain with extreme difiSculty. In sulphuric acid the 
exine assumes a red-brown colour. By it an outer, thin, yellow- 
coloured layer is lifted up, forming folds upon an inner, thicker, 
red- brown layer. Both layers coalesce in the uncoloured wall 
of the rounded corners. From the side walls of the corners 
fine teeth project inwards. The apex of the corners is dissolved 
by the sulphuric acid. The fine filaments, binding the poUen- 
grains together, resist water, sulphuric acid and potash, and are 
insoluble also in alcohol. If the grains are treated with 25 per 
cent, chromic acid, their membrane is soon dissolved, and in all 
eases the strongly- cuticularised portion somewhat sooner than 
that which is- either not, or but slightly cuticularised, which 
remains for a time as colourless swollen caps covering the rounded 
angles. Later on, these also are dissolved ; and ultimately even 
the cobweb threads between the grains. 

Development of the Pollen-Tube. — From the stigma of an older 
flower of CEnothera pollen-grains can be lifted off which have 
already germinated and developed pollen -tubes. In this case 
also there is an inner colourless intine surrounding the contents 
of the pollen-grain, which develops into the pollen-tube through 
one or other of the angles. The formation of a pollen-tube takes 
place usually at one angle only, that one which happens to be 
most favourably placed ; or if more than one tube is started, only 
one continues to develop. Instead of CEnothera^ an Epilobium 
(Willow-herb), or a Fuchsia can be used for study. 

Longitudinal sections of the arms of the style of flowers of 
CEnothera, etc., which are past their prime, wiU show the pollen- 
tubes, developed from ^ the corners of the pollen-grains, traversing 
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the tissue of the style. With magenta the contents of the pollen- 
grains and tubes will commonly stain deeply, the tissue of the. 
style only very slightly; and hence the pollen-tubes can be 
traced with great ease, and often in large numbers. Similarly 
iodine can be used, and will demonstrate the usual presence of 
considerable quantities of small starch grains in the stylar tissue 
which the pollen-tubes are traversing. 

Later in this chapter we will consider the question of the 
artificial culture of pollen-grains. 

Polleii of Malvacece . — Still a few other pollen-grains of specially 
characteristic form may be considered. The Malvaceee are distin- 
guished by remarkably large pollen-grains ; we examine those of 
the Hollyhock, AltJma rosea. In water these appear globular, 
opaque, studded with colourless spines. They become very 
beautifully transparent in carbolic acid and in chloral hydrate, 
much less so in oil of cloves, still less in oil of lemon, all of 
them media which are used in such cases to make objects trans- 
parent. The preparations are best in carbolic acid, so that we 
will use this. Their surface view shows us that the colourless 
exine is studded, at approximately equal distances, with large 
pointed spines. Between these are scattered others, short, blunt, 
of variable thickness.^ Eegulaiiy- distributed circular openings, 
appearing rose-coloured, traverse the exine, the basal surface of 
which is finely punctate. The contents of the pollen-grain appear 
uniformly finely granular, the nuclei are very difficult to dis- 
tinguish. The optical section of the grain shows us clearly the 
form of the large and small spines, and of the canals penetrating 
the exine. An exceedingly delicate intine can be traced as a 
boundary to the contents; it bulges’ a little, papilla-like, into 
the exit-pores of the exine. In concentrated sulphuric acid 
the exine is quickly stained red- brown, and its structure is then 
very clearly shown. 

The pollen-grains of most other Malvaceae resemble those 
oiAlthma. In Malva crispa, a hardy annual species not infre- 
quently cultivated, for example, the pollen-grains are shaped 
just as in AUhma, excepting that the spines on the membrane 
are ah alike ; between the spines lay scattered the exit-pores or 
canals ; the membrane appears besides finely punctate. 

tMrd form can be occasionally found in which a short spine is 
situated upon a hemispherical, dome-like base. — [E d.] 
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We can use the large pollen-grains of Althma rosea, or of Maha 
crispa, for the purpose of preparing sections. Material hardened 
in alcohol is best for our purpose, and we lay it before use in 
mixture of equal parts alcohol and glycerine. We prepare 
a thick solution of gum, to winch we add a small quantity of 
glycerine, place a drop of this solution upon the smooth end 
of a piece of elder-pith, and place some pollen-grains on the 
drop. These are stirred into the gum, and then the drop either 
ahowed to dry in the air, the elder-pj.th being placed in a per- 



FiG. 1 42.— Pollen-grains of Malm crispa. A , piece of a grain seen from the surface. 
B, portion of a section through a grain. <7, a poUen-grain removed from the stigma, 
and showing pollen-tubes. D, portion of a similar grain in optical section (U, B 
mdD, X 540, 0, X 240}. 

pendicular position, or else is hardened by laying for several 
hours in alcohol. After this has happened, we prepare delicate 
sections through the gum with a very sharp razor. The sections 
can be small to any degree, but must be exceedingly thin. They 
are laid in water or in dilute glycerine, whereby the gum is 
dissolved and the enclosed sections of pollen-grains are set free. 
In such sections the structure of the wall of the pollen-grains 
can be studied in ail its details. Such a section of Malva crispa 
(Fig. 142, B), shows the exine to consist most externally of 
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a delicate outer layer beset with spines; next a delicate ‘'rodlet 
layer/’ wbicH corresponds with the dots seen in surface view (Fig. 
142, A); and a thick homogeneous inner layer, forming convex 
projections inwards. The intine is swollen under the exit-pores, 
but elsewhere forms a delicate membrane. If such a section is 
treated with chlorzinc-iodine, the outer layer of the exine and the 
spines scarcely stains at all, the thickening layer of the exine stains 
yellow-brown, and the intine blue. The intine in this case is 
relatively rich in cellulose. The contents of the pollen-grains 
swell and colour violet, owing to the presence of starch grains, 
which swell and stain. The unstained as well as the stained 
sections, provided they are extremely thin and strongly magnified, 
show us that the exit-pores of the exine are closed externally by 
a very delicate membrane which passes over them. — In order to 
obtain the best possible sections of pollen-grains, capable of use 
for the highest microscopical purposes, and of staining for cellu- 
lose and pectin, it is necessary to embed the material in paraffin, 
and cut with a microtome, after the method described in Chapter 
XXXIL 

If we examine the stigma of an older flower of Maha crispa 
under the simple microscope, or with a strong lens, many pollen- 
grains will be found upon it. On the side turned towards the 
stigma these will have produced numerous pollen-tubes. If such 
a grain, the pollen-tubes of which are still short, be removed and 
examined, we can readily determine that the pollen-tubes come 
from the canals or exit-pores of the exine (Fig. 142, 0). This 
is shown still more beautifully in optical section, after the grain 
has been made transparent in carbolic acid (Fig. 142, D). 

Fallen of Gucurhita.—ThQ large pohen-grains of species of 
have always been specially noticeable for the valves 
which close the places of egress in the exine (Fig. 143, A). In 
water, yellow oil-drops come off from the surface of the exine, 
the grains soon evacuate their contents, and the structure of the 
membrane then becomes clear. The exine is studded with regu- 
larly-distributed large spines, and between them very numerous 
minute ones. The exit-places are round, the valve is lifted up, 
either on one side or altogether, by the papilla -like bulging of 
the intine. The valve has the structure of the surrounding exine, 
and bears one or more of the large spines. — Very good figures are 
obtained in oil of lemon, less useful in oil of cloves. On the other 
hand, the figures in chloral hydrate are to be preferred to those in 
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carbolic acid. In a word, the most favourable clearing medium for 
each object must be found by experiment Upon the preparation 
in oil of lemon or in chloral 
hydrate we can determine, ^ 
by optical sections, the 

position of the valve inside jg 

the exine, in which it is U\ 

found wedged with its base < ! | 

somewhat broadening in- \J 

wards (Fig. 143, 5). Under ^ 

the valve can be seen the 

bulging of the intine. In 

sulphuric acid the oil-drops 

,, . , ui Pig. 143. — ^ , entire pollen-grain of 

on the exine become blue, Pepo, seen in surface view, and partly also in 

and the exine itself slowly optical section ; taken IVom a preparation in dl 

of lemon (x 240). B, pollen-gram ot (McnrlMa 
becomes brown. The valve verrucusa; fragment of a cross-section tlirough 

is thrust off by the sweUing 

contents. In 25 per cent, chromic acid the entire pollen- 
membrane is soon dissolved ; the intine resists somewhat longer, 
and, at the moment when the exine disappears, can be traced as a 
strongly swollen, homogeneous membrane. The pollen-grain has 
previously emptied itself, whereby the observation of the intine is 
considerably facilitated. In sulphuric acid, on the other hand, the 
intine is immediately dissolved, the exine remains, the extruded 
contents of the pollen-grain are gradually, as in other cases, 
coloured rose-red. 

Compound Pollen-Grains. — Of compound pollen-grains, which 
occur alike in Monocotyledons and Dicotyledons, we will select 
those of the Ling, Calluna vulgaris. The grains here are joined 
in fours, and usually grouped tetrahedraHy. The pollen-mem- 


brane shows only slight protuberances, and usually three exit- 
places for each grain. The various species of Erica, Azalea and 
Bhododendron agree in all essentials with Galluna.^ln species of 
Acacia, as in the Mimoseae generally, the pollen-gi-ains form 
groups of four, eight, twelve and sixteen, and even more cells, 
but can occur also separately. 

Artificial Culture of Pollen-Grains. — The artificial production 
of pollen-tubes is as a rule very easy. In a from 3 to 30 per 
cent, solution of sugar, in spring (not distilled) water, to which 
1*5 per cent, gelatine has been added, most pollen-grains readily 
put out their tubes, in which protoplasmic movement is beautifully 
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seen. The formation of tubes takes place quite certainly and 
rapidly in 5 per cent, solution of sugar and 1*5 per cent, gelatine 
from the pollen- grains of PcBonia, Staphylea^ and even from 
Tradescantia when the pollen-grains are taken from freshly, 
opened flowers. The most favourable objects are perhaps species 
of Lathyrus, e.g.^ Sweet Pea, Everlasting Pea, etc,, in 15 per 
cent, solution of sugar and 1*5 per cent, gelatine. This solution, 
must be freshly prepared; the sowing is best performed in a 
suspended drop in a moist chamber (see p. 279). 

Though many pollen-grains have a wide range in this respect, 
for most the degree of concentration of the sugar solution is of 
vital importance, and ought therefore to be experimentally de- 
termined for each species. A few further cases may be given. 
Most species of Allium (onion) produce their pollen- tubes in a 
3 per cent, solution of sugar, and show active protoplasmic 
streaming. TuUpa Gesneriana requires from 1 to 3 per cent, 
sugar ; pollen-grains of Leucojum mtivum (snow-flake) germinate 
very easily and rapidly in 3 to 5 per cent., and the same with 
Narcissus posticus (pheasant-eye narcissus) ; Convallaria majalis 
(lily of the valley) in 5 to 20 per cent. ; Iris sibirica in from 30 to 
40 per cent. The poRinia of orchids produce pollen-tubes in from 
5 to 10 per cent, sugar, usually after from twenty to forty hours. 
Amongst Dicotyledons the pollen-grains of Torenia asiatica germi- 
nate very readily, producing pollen-tubes m 10 per cent, sugar 
solution after about two hours, and the tube grows so rapidly that, 
with a high power, its tip can be seen to move across the field 
of view. Species of Gloxinia behave in much the same way in 10 
per cent, solution ; Papaver (poppy), 5 per cent. ; species of 
Sedim, and Viola tricolor (pansy), 30 per cent. In all these cases 
1*5 per cent, of gelatine is added. — The pollen-grains invert the 
cane-sugar of the culture-fluid, the invertin being present in 
the grain prior to germination. The pollen-grains likewise con- 
tain diastase, and are capable therefore of dissolving starch-paste 
if present in the culture-fluid, as, e.p., 1 per cent, potato starch- 
paste, made at boiling temperature. This occurs whether they 
have germinated or not, and even if they have burst in the culture- 
fluid. 

Most pollen-grains burst if their cultivation is attempted in 
water only. Some, however, produce their pollen-tubes in this 
medium without bursting, e.g., those of Nicotiana (tobacco), Galeoh- 
dolon Interim = Lamium Galeohdolon^ the yellow dead-nettle), 
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Lysimachia numrmdaria (Creeping Jenny), Agapanthus, Lobelia, 
Lilnm, Aguilegia. Many pollen-grains lose their capacity for 
germination if the water contains small quantities of mineral salts, 
since these are poisonous to them. Sometimes transverse walls 
are formed in the pollen-tube, as, e.^., in Montbretia {Tritonia), 
cultivated in 7^ per cent, sugar and per cent, gelatine. Sepa- 
rate protoplasmic movements may then take place in each cell. 
The growth of the pollen-tube in this case also is exceedingly 
rapid, the elongation being visible with such a low magnifying 
power as 200 diameters. 
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THE GYNCEGIUM OF ANGIOSPEEMS. 

Matebials Used. 

Delphinium Ajacis, just fading ; fresh, or in alcohol. Or Helleborus^ or 
other similar Kanunculaceous plant. 

The same of some Liliaceous plant, Tulip, Hyacinth, Lilium, Hemero- 
callis. 

The same of a Primula, or a Lysimachia. 

The same of an GJnothera, or Epilobium, 

Full blown flowers of Aconitum. 

The same otMonotropa; preferably fresh. Or of some species of Pyrola, 
or Orchis, or Gloxinia. 

Orchis species, with swelling ovary, one or two weeks after pollination; 
fresh ; or flowers of Gloxinia. 

Tcyrenia asiatica, unpollinised flowers, and those pollinised thirty-six hours 
before; fresh. 

Eeagents Used. 

Potash — Gelloidin — Logwood — 3 per cent, sugar solution— 2 per cent, acetic 
acid, 

Stnicture of Monocarpellary Pistil . — Let us first obtain a 
general idea of the structure of the Ovary* Eor this purpose 
one of the Eanunculacese is very well suited, e.g., Delphinkcm 
Ajacis, the Larkspur of gardens. We choose an old flower, 
from which the petals and stamens can be easily removed, and ob- 
serve three pistils (or carpels) left standing in the centre. Even 
with superficial observation we can distinguish upon the pistil 
the lower, green, swoUen portion — the ovary, and the thin part, 
here rose-coloured, into which the ovary narrows above — the 
style. This latter ends with the stigma, which in this case is 
not specially delimited. — We now prepare cross-sections through 
all three ovaries together, and examine them with a low power, or 
with the addition of a little potash. The cross-section (Fig. 144) 
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shows ns a single cell or loculus in each ovary. Apparently 
it is a single reproductive, or carpel lary leaf, which forms each 
such ovary. We can conceive the carpellary leaf as having folded 
inwards and its edges grown together. To such an origin points, 
moreover, the ventral suture, which we find in the median plane 
of the ovary on its side turned towards the centre of the flower. 
Such an ovary, composed of one fertile carpellary leaf, is mono- 
carpel lary ; when a number of such 
monocarpellary ovaries are found in a 
single flower, as is the case in our 
example, the flower is said to be apocar 
pous. The ovaries are here free to their 
base, and inserted upon the summit of 
the floral axis, ie., they are superior, 
or free. The entire female sexual ^ 

apparatus of the flower may consist of A^a- 

one or of many pistils, and is designated m. Cross-section through an 
fche gynoeciumi Our cross-section shows vascular bundles in the wail ; 

clearly the groove on the ventral side; 
and with stronger magnification we can 

here follow the outer epidermis through the entire thickness of the 
wall, and see it continue into the epidermis of the ovarian cavity. 
Ct is interesting that this inner epidermis also possess stomata. 
The wall of the ovary is traversed by a number of vascular bundles, 
3f which most appear on the dorsal side, and some near the edges 
of the carpel on the ventral side. The edges of the carpellary leaf 
d,re somewhat thickened, and form, on the cavity side, the pi a- 
oentee (p). From these the ovules (5), in agreement with the 
aumber of placentae, arise in two rows. With the ovules we shall 
concern ourselves later on, and for this purpose we put our pre- 
paration on one side. 

Instead of Delphinium, and available so early in the year as 
February, we can use the pistils of the stinking Hellebore, Edle- 
boTus fo&tidm. They agree in aU essentials with the above. 
Sections taken through flower-buds at various stages will show 
moreover the method of union of the edges of the carpellary leaf. 
Some of the sections will show these edges unjoined but in 
contact ; in others, the epidermal cells of one thickened edge 
will be seen to grow out, papillately, between the similar cells 
of the other margin, so as to “ dovetail ** the edges together. 
Sections of the same young flower-buds may show the division 
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of the pollen mother-cells into tetrads. For earlier examination 
still, the Christmas Eose, H. niger, may be used. 

TricarpeUary Pistil. The ovary of Liliaceae is free, trilocular; 
we select at convenience the Tulip, Hyacinth, a Lily, or Hemero- 
callis for examination. In the Tulip the three stigmatic lobes are 
sessile upon the ovary, without style. In the Hyacinth the 
style is short, the stigma smaU, slightly trifid. In Lilmm the 
style is long, the stigma tripartite. In Hemerocallis the style 
is very long, the stigma likewise tripartite, but very small. 
Cross-sections show us a trilocular ovary, composed of three 
dosed carpellary leaves which have grown together. Here, 
neither outside nor in, is a limit between the tissues of the 
individual carpellary leaves to be recognised ; and a single con- 
tinuous epidermis covers the exterior of the whole structure. In 
Yucca, another genus of the Liliaceae, the limits of the three 
carpellary leaves are marked externally by grooves, and internally 
by narrow radial pear-shaped cavities in the tissue — each cavity 
being lined by a distinct epidermis. Three carpellary leaves 
therefore form in these cases a syncarpous, trilocular ovary. 
Each of the three carpellary leaves combined into this trilocular 
ovary bears, corresponding to its two edges, two rows of ovules ; 
i,e,, the placentae lie here in the inner angles of the loculi or cells 
of the ovary. The placentation is therefore marginal, as in Del- 
phinium ; but as they arise from the angles of the cells, and 
therefore in the centre, it is specially designated axile piacen- 
tation. 

Structure of the Style and Stigma, — Gross-sections through 
the style of Hemerocallis show us in it a central triangular 
passage — the pollen-passage. Three vascular bundles are dis- 
tributed at the three angles of the pollen-passage. A longitudinal 
section through the apex of the style, and therefore through the 
stigma also, shows us the surface of this latter grown out into 
long papillae. This phenomenon is very general upon stigmatic 
surfaces ; Hemerocallis, however, offers still another interesting 
condition, in that the cuticle of the papillae is raised up by the 
formation of slime or mucus. This cuticle is spirally striate, and^ 
in accordance with this, its upheaval follows a spiral line. At 
length the cuticle is entirely loosened from the inner layer of 
the membrane, and is exfoliated from the papillae. — Other Lilia- 
ce^, etc., likewise show a hollow style ; in most cases, on the 
other hand, the style is solid, but filled either with cells easily 
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passing out of lateral union, or else provided with swollen sid^ 
walls, between which the pollen-tubes can easily grow downwards. 
In either case a valuable conducting tissue for the pollen-tubes is 
provided (compare p. 387). 

Pistil of Primula.-— Another free or superior ovary exists 
in the flowers of the species of Primula (Primrose, Auricula, 
Cowslip, etc.). These are dimorphic, Ae., have short-styled 
and long-styled ovaries, and stamens inserted high up or low 
down upon the tube of the corolla. A median longitudinal section 
through the ovary shows us that the floral axis is prolonged 
into the cavity of the ovary, and here enlarges into a mushroom- 
like swelling. On grounds of comparative morphology, how- 
ever, it is believed that this central structure is a part of tlie 
carpellary leaves which adheres to the floral axis. At its apex 
this swelling projects, papilla-like, into the pollen-passage of the 
style. The entire surface of this swelling is covered with ovules. 
We have here a free central placenta. The wall of the ovary is 
in no way directly connected with this placenta. We can be quite 
convinced of this by cross-sections in which the wall of the ovary 
appears as a free ring around the central placenta, or, if an equa- 
torial incision is made round the ovary, the style and upper part 
of the ovary can be lifted off like a cap from the mass of ovules, 
and the prolongation of this central swelling will be withdrawn, 
from the pollen-canal. Wanting also in the wall of the ovary are 
the points of separation which enable us to determine the number 
of carpellary leaves concerned in its formation ; these, however, are 
assumed to be five, from consideration of the numerical symmetry 
of the other floral parts, and from the circumstance that in many 
Primulacese the fruit-capsule dehisces at its apex with five teeth. 
In Primula itself the number of the teeth with which the capsule 
opens is irregular. Instead of Primula, species of Lysimachia 
(Loose-strife, Creeping Jenny, Money- wort, etc.), or of Anagallk 
(Scarlet Pimpernel, Bog Pimpernel, etc.), can be used with the 
same results; they aU bear their ovules on a free central 
placenta. 

Adherent Ovary of (Enothera.~—A multilocular inferior or 
adherent ovary we will find in CEnothera biennis (evening 
primrose), or any other CEnothera, or in Ejpilohium. The ovary 
here often lies considerably below the point of insertion of the 
floral envelopes. The cross-section shows four cells or loculi. 
The placentge arise from the inner angles of the cells; they 
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project somewhat into the cavity of the cells, and bear two or 
three rows of ovules. The middle line of each cell is represented 
by a slight depression. At these points lie weak vascular bundles 
while a strong one externally and a weaker one internally lie at 
the outer edge of the septa. The inner one, by means of horizon- 
tal branches, which the cross-section often lays bare, is connected 
with the bundles which occupy the central tissue between the 
four cavities. These for their part nourish the placentae. The 
wall of the ovary contains numerous raphides which, set free from 
their cells, lie scattered over the whole section. 

An adherent or inferior ovary is, from a philogenetic or 
evolutionary point of view, to be considered as a hollowed floral 
axis, filled up by and completely adherent to, the ovary of a syn- 
carpous pistil. Its wall might be expected, therefore, to some- 
times, at least, show signs of its composite character, and possibly 
the two bundles juxtaposed to the septa are such. The anatomical 
and physiological data for this theoretical view are, however, often 
wanting, though EschschoUzia calif ornica (the yellow Californian 
poppy, an annual very common in gardens), many Eosaceae, Saxi- 
fragacese, etc., are of great interest in this connection. Often we 
are bound to conclude, however, that the structure of the wall of 
an “ inferior ” ovary, ix., of an ovary waU plus receptacular tube 
does not recognisably differ from that of a free ovary, i.e.j of an 
-ovary wall alone. 

Structure of the Ovule of Aconitum, — We will now endeavour 
to become acquainted with the structure of the ovule, and at the 
same time learn something of the processes of fertilisation in 
Angiosperms. To study the separate parts of the ovule, we first 
prepare cross-sections through the ovary of the Monkshood, 
Aconitum Napellus, or of some other species of Aconitum. We 
select a flower in full bloom, strip off the other parts of the flower, 
and then cut through the three ovaries together. Care should 
be taken that the sections are made correctly, at right angles with 
the long axis of the individual ovaries. The number of sections 
must be considerable in order with more certainty to cut an ovule 
correctly. We glance over the sections, and select those which 
appear likely. In case the section is not delicate enough, we can 
help matters with a little potash. If an ovule is cut centrally, it 
appears as in the adjoining Fig. 145. The ovary is monocarpei- 
lary, in all essentials resembling that of Delphinium ; the ovule 
arises from a marginal placenta. It is inserted thereon with a 
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stalk, the funicle (/) ; the free part of this is very short, the rest 
of it has grown to the side of the ovule, forming upon it the raphe 
(r). In the body of the ovule we note first of all the inner conical 
mass of tissue, the niicellus This corresponds with the 
macrosporangium of Vascular Cryptogams. The nucellus is 
encased in two Integuments, an inner (ii) and an outer (ie). The 
inner is developed on all sides right to the base of the nucellus, 
the outer is wanting on the side of the raphe, since it joins on 
both sides to the funicle. The inner integument leaves free a 
narrow canal between its upper 
edges, extending to the nucellus ; 
this canal is known as the micro- 
pyle. The funicle is traversed 
by a vascular bundle, arising from 
the placenta, which in many, but 
not all, cases can be traced to 
the base of the nucellus. The 
tissue adjoining the base of the 
nucellus, here distinguished by its 
brighter colouring, is known as the 
chalaza (ch). In the long axis 
of the nucellus is noticeable a large 
cell, forming quite a cavity ; this 
is the embryo-sac (e). At its base 
can be seen some globular cells, 
which in Aconitum (and Eanuncu- 
lacese generally) are very strongly 
developed— the antipodal cells (a). 

In specially favourable cases we can determine that they are three 
in number. In the apex of the embryo-sac we can also see a small 
cell, which, however, is only recognisable in perfectly median 
sections ; it is the oosphere, sometimes called the embryonic vesicle 
or germinal vesicle (o). The ovule as a whole is described as 
anatropous, ^.c., turned back, because the body of the ovule does 
not lie in direct continuation of the funicle, but appears laid by the 
side of it, with one side grown to it, and the micropyle turned to 
the base of the funicle. This form of ovule is by far the most 
common in Angiosperms. — If we now compare our preparation of 
Delphiniwn (Fig. 144) with that of Aconitum (Fig. 145) we shall see 
that the structure of the ovary and ovule in the two cases is quite 
identical ; the distinction only is that in Delphinium, as very 



Fig. 146. — Aconitum Napellus ; 
median longitudinal section of an ovule. 
/, funiculus; r, raphe; v, vascular 
bundle of the funicle ; ie., outer integu- 
ment ; ii, inner integument ; n, nucel- 
lus ; ch, chalaza ; e, embryo-sac ; a, 
antipodal cells ; o, the oosphere ; nc, 
nucleus of the embryo-sac ; m, micro- 
pyle ; or, wall of the ovary (x 53). 
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commonly in Eaniinculaceae, the two integuments of the ovule are 
blended together. 

Embedding in Glycerine-jelly^ and in Celloidin. — In order to 
prepare sections of the ovule of Aconitum, we can separate 
one from the ovary, and cut it between the thumb and fore- 
finger, in the method already known to us. If the ovule is 
correctly arranged between the fingers, we shall in this way 
more rapidly obtain true median sections. In this and in other 
like cases the ovule may, with advantage, be first embedded in 
glycerine-jeUy or in celloidin (celluloidin), and then cut. The 
glycerine- jelly must be tolerably firm, ix,, must contain a com- 
paratively large proportion of gelatine. In celloidin only alcohol 
material can be embedded. We pour the solution of celloidin ^ 
into a small box made of writing-paper, and immerse the ovule in 
it. The celloidin is then allowed to stand in the air till it has 
acquired a firm skin, when it is laid in 82 per cent, alcohol. Here 
after some hours, it acquires the consistence of cartilage, remaining 
transparent. Celloidin and object are out together, and the sec- 
tions laid in glycerine or glycerine- jelly, without its being necessary 
to remove the celloidin. The sections can be stained with carmine 
or with logwood (hsematoxylin), but not with aniline colours, as 
these latter colour the celloidin as well. If the celloidin has been 
procm'ed in cakes, it must be dissolved before use in equal parts of 
ether and absolute alcohol. In order to make ovules which are to 
be embedded in glycerine-jelly or in celloidin still more visible, they 
can be previously stained with watery logwood ; the ovules must 
then, however, after previous washing in water, be again dehy- 
drated in absolute alcohol, before being placed in the celloidin. 
Objects which, in order to make them available for section-cutting, 
must be permeated with celloidin, are first treated with dilute 
solution of celloidin, in which the object must lie often for days 
before it is transferred to, and embedded in, the thick celloidin 
solution. Other methods of embedding will be found described in 
Chapter XXXII, 

EmbryoEac of Monotrojpa, — We will now take in hand the 
study of the interior of the embryo-sac. The most favourable 
object for this is Monotropa Hypopitys, the Bird’s-nest Bape, 

^ To be obtained of Dr. Griibler, in Leipzig, Dufour-strasse, 17. In cakes 
at about 3s. each, or in solution at lls. the kilogramme. Also of Messrs. 
Southall Bros. Barclay, manufacturing chemists, Birmingham. — [E d.] 
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a pale yellowisH parasite, found chiefly under beech and fir trees. 
This plant is so favourable for the otherwise difficult investigation 
of the embryO'Sac that no pains should be spared, if possible, to 
obtain it.^ It flowers in July and August, and must be examined 
fresh, as in alcohol it becomes brown and opaque. The plant 
bears carriage very well, and can be preserved healthy for a very 
long time in a glass of water. Supplies may in this way be 
obtained from a distance. 

If it is necessary to keep Monotropa in alcohol, this latter 
should have sulphur dioxide added to it, since in pure alcohol the 
object becomes dark brown. For this purpose sulphur dioxide gas 
should be passed into the alcohol. This operation will take about 
a minute if we pour a little 80 per cent, sulphuric acid over sodium 
sulphate in a suitable vessel, and conduct the gas evolved into the 
alcohol. To each 100 c.c. alcohol about J gram sodium sulphate 
should be allowed. The object remains in this sulphurated alcohol 
for about twenty-four hours, and can then be transferred to pure 
alcohol. — With Monotropa agree the various species of Pyrola, or 
winter-green,” excepting that their ovules are smaller. About a 
dozen species of Pyrola, all hardy herbaceous perennials, can be 
readily enough cultivated in gardens, either from seeds or division 
of the roots, selecting for the purpose a shady border, with a sandy 
peat soil. 

The cross-section through the under part of the ovary shows 
this to be four-celled, five-celled in Pyrola, The placentae are 
strongly swollen, and bear on their surface very numerous, slender, 
closely packed ovules. The two halves of the placenta in each 
cell are separated to some little distance by a radial groove. In 
the upper part of the ovary these grooves extend to the centre of 
the ovary, and there coalesce. We see then four strong pairs of 
placentae, each placed near the centre of a septum, and which 
appertain to two adjoining loculi ; the pairs are easily separated 
from one another with the needles. We obtain ovules for study 
by removing a portion of the wall of the ovary with the forceps, 
and stripping off with needles the ovules from the placenta thus 
exposed. We place them in pure water, or in 3 per cent, solution 
of sugar, in which the ovules remain longer unchanged. If we 
take our material from an oldish flower, in which the stamens 

^ It is liardly likely to be regularly obtainable in England, so that the 
alternative plants referred to must be relied on for material. — [E d.] 
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have already dehisced, we shall find the ovules in part fully 
developed and not yet fertilised, in part already fertilised. Be- 
tween the ovules we come often upon fragments of pollen-tubes. 


The receptive ovule has the appearance of the adjoining Fig. 
146. It is transparent, and can be focussed for optical section. 



We recognise it as an anatropous ovule, with but one integument 
(i). The whole interior of the ovule is filled by the embryo-sac ; 
we miss the nucellus, which, during development, is pressed back 
by the embryo-sac. The apex of the embryo-sac is occupied, as 
we can clearly see, by three cells. These three cells form the 
egg-apparatus or germinal apparatus. They are not of equal 
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value tke two upper are the assisting-celis, or. synergid^ 

,146, B) that more deeply inserted is the.oosphere (o) (germinal 
vesicle or, embryonic vesicle). , The synergidas, as can be easily 
seen, have in their lower part a vacuole, are filled above wir.li 
protoplasm, and here contain the nucleus, . The oosphere, on the 
other hand, has its cavity above, and the main mass ofdts eeil- 
protoplasm, with the nucleus, below. Both synergidae are not 
.always visible, as one can cover the other (Fig. 146, 0). At the 
■base of the embryo-sac the antipodal cells can usually be recog- 
nised without difficulty, and three can usually be counted. In the 
interior of .the embryo-sac is usually found a nucleus, with a 
nucleolus, (Fig. .146, .A): ; , but .in other ..cases' there are two ' nuclei 
(B) or a nucleus with two nucleoli (0) ; and we judge from this 
that the one nucleus which we always ultimately find arises from 
the union of two.— Ovules, the fertilisation of which has already 
commenced, can be recognised by the changes which the syner- 
gidte have undergone. These appear strongly refractive, both or 
only one being thus modified. It is then certain that a pollen- 
tube has penetrated to the embryo-sac, and while it is not easy to 
.see it within the micropyle, it is still not difficult to recognise, 
projecting beyond the micropyle, the piece torn off from it in 
preparation. The apex of the pollen-tube, however, has pene- 
trated to the synergidte, and a reproductive cell of the pollen-tube 
has passed from it to the oosphere. With careful examination We 
may happen, in oospheres which border on synergid® that are 
thus changed, to find two nuclei (D), one larger, the original 
nucleus of the oosphere, the oo-nucleuSj and close by it also a 
smaller, the spermo-nucleusj which has penetrated from the 
pollen-tube. This latter quickly increases in size. We can find 
■stages of conjugation between the oonucleus and this sperrno- 
nucleus, afterwwds see only one embryo-nucleusj with two 
unequal nucleoli, of which the smaller arose from the spermo- 
nucleus (E), and ultimately an embryo-nucleus with only one 
nucleolus^. While the oosphere is being fertilised, the highly 
refractive masses of substance in one or both S 3 mergid® diminish ; 
they are apparently used for the nomdshment of the oospore. 

At the same time with these changes in the egg-apparatus the 
formation of endosperm has commenced in the cavity of the 
embryo-sac ; i.e., we see the embryo-sac divided by walls. The 
endosperm-formation here, therefore, takes place by cell-division i 
while in other equally frequent, even more frequent, cases, the 

^ See note on p. 408. 
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nucleus of the embryo-sac and its descendants at first divide free, 
and only at a later stage of development the formation of partition 
walls between these nuclei commences. The process, as seen 
here, takes place in general in such embryo-sacs as show slow, and 
on the whole inconsiderable, increase in size. Where, on the 
other hand, the embryo-sac increases very rapidly in size after the 
fertilisation of the oosphere, there nuclear division without ceil- 
dlvision first takes place, and cell-formation, i.e., the formation 
of the partition walls, first begins when the embryo-sao is ap- 
proximately fully developed. — As a result of fertilisation the 
oospore has acquired a delicate cellulose membrane, and soon 
begins to elongate into a sac, and after some time penetrates with 
its apex into the body of the endosperm, where the apex of the 
sac produces a few celled embryo. — We have thus far examined 
these ovules only in pure water or in sugar solution ; if we wish 
to see the nuclei show up clearly, we must treat the ovules with 
2 per cent, acetic acid. In this way we obtain very sharply- 
defined figures in most ovules, and at the same time fix dividing 
phases of the nuclei, although into these processes we do not 
propose at present to go more deeply. Staining media cannot be 
recommended, since they stain also the nuclei in the integument, 
and in this way disturb the view into the interior. . 

Emhryo-Sac of OrchidecB . — Instead of Monotropa various Or- 
chids {Orchis and other genera) can be used for study. Fertilisa- 
tion takes place in these a good while after pollination, from three 
to ten days, according to species, and in ovaries which are already 
greatly enlarged. These are cut open, ovules removed with 
the needles from a placenta, and transferred to water or 3 per 
cent, solution of sugar. We can at once recognise the structure 
of the fully-formed ovule (Fig. 147), which is very like to that of 
Monotropa ; but there are two integuments, as commonly in 
Monocotyledons, and an air-cavity in the neighbourhood of the 
chaiaza. This air-cavity makes observation more difficult, for 
it is filled with air, which also penetrates between the integu- 
ments. The ovule, in water or in 3 per cent, sugar solution, 
must therefore be freed from air under the air pump. Often even 
a slight pressure upon the cover-glass serves to remove the most 
disturbing air, found between the integuments. The nucellus in 
Orchidese also is quite displaced by the embryo-sac ; as a relic 
of the nucellus a strongly refractive cap of substance is often still 
to be seen at the apex of the embryo-sac. The egg-apparatus {os} 
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is constructed as in Momtropa, except that the oosphere is less 
deeply inserted. The antipodal cells are not visible ; in their 
place is a strongly-refractive sub- 
stance, in which lie, in fact, three 
nuclei, recognisable, however, with 
great- difficulty. The pollen-tube 
can, more easily than in Mono- 
tropa, be traced to the synergidse ; 
the changes which the synergidse 
undergo are the same. Two nuclei, 
moreover, are again found in the 
fertilised oosphere. Endosperm is 
in general not formed in the 
OrchideiE. 

In default of Monotropa and of 
Orchidacete transparent ovules for 
investigation are provided by various 
Gesneracese, and, above all, the 
large-flowered Gloxinia hybrida of 
gardens. The ovule, having only 
one integument, is so far trans- 
parent that the egg-apparatus is 
clearly visible. It shows the two 
synergidse, and the, in this case 
flask-shaped, oosphere. In some 
cases two oospheres can be present. 

The embryo-sac in its upper part is swollen, but narrows 
suddenly below ; the antipodal cells in the lower end are 
not distinguishable with certainty. — It is comparatively easy to 
obtain an insight into the structure of the egg-apparatus by means 
of sections through the ovary of species of Lilium or Narcissus. 
As the ovules in the ovary ceils of these plants are arranged quite 
radially, longitudinal sections of ovules can be obtained by cutting 
cross-sections of the ovary. The sections should be cut from fresh 
ovaries, and examined in 5 per cent, sugar solution, and a con- 
siderable number should be examined in order to obtain the 
required structure with certainty. 

Embryo-Sac and Fertilisatiofi in Tormia. — One of the most 
favourable plants for the study of fertilisation is, however, the 
Scrophularineous plant Torenia asiatica. This stove-evergreen 
from the East Indies is now cultivated very generally in gardens, 



tive ovule, os, egg-apparatus ; U, 
inner, ie, outer integument; I, air- 
cavity. The other letters are as in 
the previous figures (x 240). 
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and bears flowers the whole year round. It is remarkable in 
that its embryo-sac grows upwards into the micropyle, and hence 
the \vhoie egg-apparatus appears without any other covering than 
the wail of the embryo-sac. Gross-seotions through the free, 
elongated ovary show this to be two-celled ; the two axile pla- 
centae project as pads into the loculi. They are covered with 
numerous ovules. — For the purpose of their study we remove a 
part of the wall of the ovary, and strip off the ovules from the 
placenta, preferably under the simple microscope. We observe 
them with advantage in a 3 per cent, solution of sugar. The 
ovules are anatropous, or, more correctly, somewhat campylo- 
tropous, for the embryo-sac and the integument are bent in their 
upper part (Fig. 148, ^1). The free part of the funicle (/) of the 
ovule is pretty long ; only one thick integument is present. The 
embryo-sac (e) projects with its upper end out of the micropyle. 
This protruding part is swollen and pointed at its apex; it lies 
against the funicle. It is difficult to follow the embryo-sac in the 
interior of the ovule, but by imnning in a little potash we can, at 
the beginning of its action, convince ourselves that it immediately 
impinges on the ovular integument, is first very narrow, then 
swells somewhat spindle-shaped, and (e^) again narrows at the 
base. Our preparations in sugar solution show, in the free apex 
of the embryo-sac, the two S 3 mergid 8 e and the oosphere ; once 
more therefore, as always, three cells form the egg -apparatus. 
According to the position of the preparation two synergidse are to 
be seen (Fig. 148, B), or one conceals the other (0). At the apex 
of each synergida we notice a homogeneous, strongly-refractive 
cap, sharply defined against the finely granular portion behind ; 
this is the so-called filiform apparatus. If such a preparation is 
treated with chlorzinc iodine, the caps of the synergidse are seen 
to colour blue. They consist therefore of cellulose. The rest of 
the substance of the synergidse and of the oosphere colours yellow- 
brown. Careful, examination shows that the membrane of the 
embryo-sac is open over the caps of the synergidse (B, 0). The 
filiform apparatus therefore forms a stopper in the opening of the 
embryo-sac. — This apparatus is very widely distributed, especially 
amongst monocotyledonous plants, and projects often very far out 
of the embryo-sac. The longitudinal striation, often observable, 
arises from fine pores filled with protoplasmic contents. — We 
return to our preparation lying in water or in sugar solution, and 
determine that the distribution of contents in the synergidse and 
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oosphere is exactly tke same as in Momtropa and Orchis {B, 0). 
In the synergid^ the nuclei lie in the upper, the vacuole in the 
lower part ; in the oosphere this is reversed. 



to fertilisation about thirty-six hours elapse, so that we must 
renew our observations after from a day and a half to tvro days. 
As before, we free the ovules from the placenta, but as carefully 
as possible, under the simple microscope, in order to remove the 
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largest possible proportion of the pollen- tubes. These are followed 
here, with the greatest possible ease, up to the apex of the embryo- 
sac, between the caps of the synergidiB, and right up to the 
oosphere (I), E), We see that the pollen-tubes, ‘‘ conducted ” by 
the placentge, are still further guided by the funicles till they reach 
the apex of the embryo-sac. A direct influence makes itself felt 
at the same time from this latter, which determines the direction 
of growth of the apex of the pollen- tube. It can be assumed that 
the synergidae secrete some definite substance which acts chemo- 
tactioaily as a stimulus upon the pollen-tube. The caps of the 
synergidae, on account of their soft consistence, oppose little 
resistance to the escape of the secretion. Where the caps of the 
synergidae are specially strongly developed, they appear, moreover, 
traversed by very fine canals, which conduct the secreted sub- 
stance outwards. The synergidae in Tbmm, as elsewhere, be- 
come disorganised after the entrance of the pollen-tube, and take 
on the strongly- refractive appearance already known to us. — For 
the study of the further developmental stages of the embryo, etc., 
this object is not favourable. 

One of the easiest plants in which to see the passage of the 
pollen-tube into the micropyle is a speedwell, Veronica serpylli- 
folia, very common in shaded grass and in hedgerows. Take 
a flower from which the corolla has just fallen, place the ovary on 
a slide in a drop of 3 per cent, sugar solution, and dissect out 
the ovules under the microscope or under a simple microscope. 
If the ovules are carefully separated, and a cover-glass put on, 
some of them will probably be found to show the pollen-tube 
in the micropyle. 

NOTE ON “DOUBLE FEKTILISATION ’’ {p. 40S). 

While tracing the stages of fertilisation in Monotropa, or its substitute, it 
may be possible, though with difficulty, to make out a small nucleus, resembling 
the spermo-nucleus in the egg (i>), attached to the side of the secondary nucleus 
of the embryo-sac. This is the nucleus of the second generative cell of the 
pollen-tube. It coalesces with the secondary nucleus of the embryo-sac, which 
is thereby capacitated for active segmentation. In appearance this process 
resembles that of fertilisation of the egg, and its discovery (by Nawasehin) gave 
rise to the conception of a double process of fertilisation in Angiosperms, 
affecting the embryo and the endosperm respectively. Certain phenomena in 
hybridism, already well known, are explained by it. 
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STRUCTURE OF THE SEED OF ANGIOSPERMS. 

Materials Used. 

Flowers and seed-pods of various ages of the Shepherd’s Purse (Capsella 
Bursa-pastoris). March to November. Fresh, also in alcohol. 

The same of the Water-Plantain (Alisma Plantago). June to August. 

Ripe seeds of the Castor Oil plant {Ricinus communis). 

Ripe grains of Wheat. Fresh ; slightly softened, or, preferably, just ripe. 

Germinated' Wheat; fresh. 

Eeagents Used. 

Potash — Carbolic acid. 

Dicotyledo-Jious Seed of Capsella. — We will now endeavour to 
become acquainted with the structure of a ripe seed, and to give 
especial attention to the embryo which it contains. As a com- 
paratively favourable plant, we select one of the Gruciferse, 
Capsella Bursa-pastoris, the shepherd’s purse, a plant which 
has been very largely used for embryological studies. Its seed 
is comparatively small, but offers special advantages for de- 
velopmental investigation. For this reason, therefore, %ve will 
endeavour to overcome the difficulty which cutting it presents. 
It is advisable first to prepare a median longitudinal section 
through the seed, as we wish to know what the object looks like 
— the development of which we are about to study. If we have 
fresh seeds at our disposal this section offers no insuperable 
difficulty to preparation between the fingers. It is still easier 
if we place the seed between two flat pieces of cork, and draw the 
razor between them. Or the seed can be fastened with gum in 
the desired position between two pieces of soft lime or poplar 
wood; and after it is dry the sections made through wood and 
seed at the same time. Or the seed can be embedded in a drop of 
gum, to which a little glycerine has been added, at the end of a 

( 409 ) 
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.piece of eider-pitii, and, after drying, gum and seed can be cut 
together. 

The sections, in whichever way prepared, should be examined 
in glycerine, as water makes the embryo swell, and come out 
of the spermoderm. The embryo (Fig. 149, A)^ fills the entire 
seed; it is bent at its mid-length, so that the cotyledons (c) 
lie alongside the hypocotyl (/&), Le., are incumbent. (Compare 
the figure.) This disposition is characteristic of several tribes 
of the Gruciferse, by some systematists collected into the section 
Notorhizeee, and may be represented by the sign I I O. Another 
characteristic method of folding of the embryo in Gruciferse, is 
where the hypocotyl is folded over and applied to the edges of the- 
cotyledons. This is called accumbent, and may be expressed by 

the sign 0» They may 
likewise be represented by 
C C H and g H respectively. 
If the section is delicate and 
has cut the seed perfectly in 
the centre (as in the adjoining 
Fig. A), we see at the base 
of and between the coty- 
ledons the small growing apex 
(jpunctum vegetationis) oi the- 
stem, the plumule, and can 
also see, at the lower end of 
the hypocotyl, the axis closed 
by the radicle, covered by 
a root-cap oialy a few cells 
thick. The endosperm in 
this seed is represented only by a single layer of aleur one-containing 
cells. The grains which they contain take a yellow colour with 
iodine, and thus betray their nature. The aleurone layer im- 
mediately surrounds the embryo, and is itself surrounded by the 
spermoderm, the so-called testa. If we use a somewhat higher 
magnifying power we can determine that this spermoderm (Fig. 
149, B) consists of three layers of cells ; an innermost mem- 
branous layer (*) owing its origin to the crushed inner integument ; 
a second layer (c) the ceU- walls of which are coloured yellow, and 
towards the inner side are very strongly thickened ; and an outer- 
most layer (e) of cells, which appears in concentrated glycerine as 
a colourless, apparently homogeneous membrane, while its cells. 



Fig. 149. — Oapsella Bursa-pasteris. A, 
longitudinal section tliroiigh a ripe seed ; h, 
hypocotyl ; c, cotyledons ; 'o, vascular bundle 
ofthefunicle (x^'iD). i?, part of a longi- 

tudinal section through the spermoderm and 
the aleurone layer, after the action of water ; 
e, the swollen epidermis ; c, the yellow 
strongly-thickened layer; * the crushed 
layer of cells ; a, the aleurone layer (x 240). 
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are strongly flattened, and thickened almost to the obliteration of- 
the cavity. — If we examine the spermoderm from the outside, we 
easily recognise the contour of the polygonal cells of the external 
tabular layer. These ceils have their more internal portions 
partly separated by intercellular spaces full of air. In the middle- 
of each cell is to be distinguished a weakly-deflned, more stongly- 
refractive portion. The wails of the next inner layer of cells are- 
brown, strongly thickened — the cells themselves only a little- 
smaller than in the outer layer. Considerably smaller, on the 
other hand, and weakly thickened, are the cells of the aleurone- 
eontaining endosperm layer. 

If we now allow water to run into the section from under 
the edge of the cover -glass, we see the ceUs of the outer layer 
rapidly swell ; each bulges strongly outwards ; at its centre a 
highly-refractive column is noticeable. The cell-cavity is not 
distinguishable ; the entire cell appears filled by the thickening 
layers of the wail, and in all cases the outer thickening layers are- 
feebly, the inter highly, refractive. These internal thickening 
layers form the striking central column, which now projects very 
strongly on the surface of the seed, while simultaneously the 
intercellular spaces between the cells disappear. The swelling 
walls usually show clear lamination. — With further addition of 
water, the cuticle of the cells is ruptured, and the outer thickening 
layers come out, diflusing in the surrounding w^ater as invisible 
mucilage. The refractive column remains behind, marking the- 
centre of each cell (Fig, 149, B, at e). It has increased not 
inconsiderably in size ; at its apex can be seen the relics of 
the dissolved thickening layers. In the same way the lateral 
middle lamellaa of the cells remain, and, as they do not swell,, 
show now a much less height than the columns. All this can 
be seen in our Fig. 149, B, which represents the testa after 
the action of water,— These phenomena of swelling can be ob- 
served more quickly if the section is first examined in alcohol, and 
then water run in. This mucilagination of the thickening layers 
of the outer cells of seeds and mericarps ^ is a comparatively 
common phenomenon, which facilitates the fixing of the seed 
in the soil ; and, on the other hand, results in the firm retention 
of water on the surface of the seed. 

Mericarps, the segments of fruit which, like the Pelargonium (Geranium),, 
Cranes’ Bills, and Parsley Worts, do not dehisce to let out their, seeds, but 
split up bodilj- into seed-containing segments. Hence these fruits are called. 
schizocarps — spitting frulits. — [Ed.] 
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As section-cutting of ripe seeds is difficult, we can, so far 
cas informing ourselves as to the position and structure of the 
embryo is concerned, prepare sections from seeds which are not 
quite ripe, and far softer, and only study the testa upon fully- 
Tipe seeds. 

Developme7tt of Embryo . — Now let us go back to younger 
^stages, and at first lay the entire ovule in potash. These ovules 
can be best obtained by opening the ovary in its entire length, 
■and removing the ovules from each half with the scalpel. The 
ovules, almost to the fully-ripe stage, can be made so far trans- 
parent that we can, readily observe the position of the embryo. 
In potash the embryo becomes a beautiful green ; this arises from 
the swelling of the starch -grains, so that the chlorophyll grains 
become visible. — Proceeding to progressively younger ovules, 
we see that the embryo (and at first especially its cotyledons) 
becomes continually shorter. It withdraws farther and farther 
from the lower, outward-bent, half of the embryo-sac. Ovules 
Irom ovaries which, without stalk, measure about | inch in 
height, show the embryo as a small body of cordate form. The 
:two divaricating anterior protuberances are the rudiments of the 
cotyledons. — As w'e trace back the various developmental stages 
-of the embryo, we can at the same time determine that endosperm 
is formed only at the two ends of the embryo-sac, and appears, 
^especially at the chalazal end, as a small green-coloured mass 
of tissue. This endosperm is displaced, and absorbed, by the 
growing embryo, with the exception of the outermost layer, 
wffiich persists as an aleurone layer. We can also see that the 
spermoderm is derived from the two cell layers of the outer 
integument, while the cells of the inner integument are stretched 
•and ultimately crushed. — ^If immature seeds of various ages are 
laid upon an object- slide in a drop of potash, and covered with 
a cover-glass, and then subjected to carefully- controlled pressure 
with the handle of the needle-holder, the ovules will burst, and 
ithe often uninjured embryos will come out. This process is effec- 
-tive with embryos from a very young state up to those that are 
well-nigh fuUy formed. 

In order to inform ourselves as to the structure of the egg- 
^apparatus in the ovule at the receptive period, we must have 
recourse to alcohol material, studying ovules of various ages, 
which we make transparent to the desired degree by careful 
:addition of potash. We can thus state the presence of two 
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synergidjo, and an oosphere, in the egg-apparatns, while the' 
antipodal cells are very difficult to see. We can see that the 
fertilised oosphere (oospore) grows into a thread-like pro-embryo, 
about six cells long, of which the uppermost cell, i.c., that most 
removed from the mieropyle, rounds off into a' spherical embryo- 
cell, and the other cells collectively form the suspensor, while 
the lowermost cell of this embryo-bearer or suspensor, the attach- 
ing-cell, swells at the same time bladder- wise, absorbs the entire 
nucellar tissue up to the integument, and forms the bladder 
which we find at this place even in the ripe stage (compare Fig. 
149, A, at the tip of the radicle). This swollen cell ma}^ aid. 
in the absorption of nutriment for the embryo. The spherical 
embryo-cell is already at this stage separated from the suspensor 
by a partition w^all, and soon after is divided by a iongitudiiml 
-wail, at right angles to which follows a second longitudinal w^all, 
and then at its mid-height a cross-wall. The still spherical 
embryo thus appears divided into octant cells, in which are 
subsequently formed periclinal and anticlinal walls. The embryo 
increases in size and in number of constituent cells, flattens some- 
what, and then from its anterior end the cotyledons grow^ out.. 
These at first are in contact at their base, and then subsequently 
the growing point or plumule of the stem bulges out between 
them. — Ail of these stages can likewise be followed in fresh 
material, and in situ, by laying the ovules in glycerine, covering 
with a cover-glass, and then carefully heating over a spirit or gas- 
flame, The ovule is thus made transparent, and the embryo 
clearly visible. — ^By careful use of the potash method of treatment, 
and cautious pressure upon the cover-glass with fhe needles, even 
the youngest embryos can be squeezed out from the ruptured 
ovules, though in this method the relations of the embryo with 
the ovule are, of course, lost sight of. 

Monocotyledonous Seed of Alisma, — For the study of the 
monocotyledonous embryo we select the common water plantain, 
Alisma Plantago, which, like Capsella, is highly suited to this 
kind of investigation. We will here restrict our study to the 
fully-developed state. The flower of Alisma Plantago contains 
numerous monocarpellary pistils ; it is apocarpous, resembling 
in this respect the Eanunculacese. The ripe carpels of the flower 
are closely pressed together in a single whorl into a collective 
or aggregate fruit — a dry etserio of triangular outline. Bach in- 
dividual ripe carpel (achene) is strongly flattened laterally, some- 
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what tHioker above, obovate in profile, with a median dorsal 
groove. At about mid-height of each achene, on its internal 
(ventral) edge, is a short thread-like outgrowth, representing 
the withered style, whieh, therefore, is ventral. — For further study 
we select an almost ripe etserio, place a single achene between the 
two halves of a split cork, and draw the razor between these two 
halves. We shall thus, without trouble, obtain tolerably median 
longitudinal sections ; while cutting between the fingers presents 
difficulties, as the spermoderm is very hard. At the same time we 
will prepare some cross-sections between two pieces of cork. The 
longitudinal sections we examine in water, to which we add a 
little potash. For cross-sections pure water suffices. For the 
study of the spermoderm by means of longitudinal sections the air 
must be first driven out ; for this we can either lay the sections 
for a short time in alcohol, or else place them under the air-pump. 
We also lay some longitudinal sections in carbolic acid, and in this 
way obtain figures which supplement the others in the most satis- 
factory way. 

The longitudinal section^ if correctly out, presents the appear- 
ance of the adjoining Fig. 150. We have first a comparatively 
thick wall to the fruit, the pericarp, which in its surface is covered 
by the epidermis This is, as our median longitudinal section 

teaches us, a pretty sharply delimited part of the pericarp, and is 
therefore distinguished as epicarp. To the epidermis follows a 
parenchymatous tissue of approximately isodiametric cells, strongly 
thickened, filled with air, and without intercellular spaces ; this 
forms the mesocarp (m). To it follow several layers of elongated 
sclerenchymatous elements— -the endocarp {en). A quite median 
longitudinal section cuts, at the back of the pericarp, a mucilage 
passage adjoining the epidermis, which is, however, only to be 
seen well in an unripe pericarp ; in a, ripe one, on the other hand, 
it appears almost empty, and can scarcely be distinguished from 
the neighbouring tissue. Longitudinal sections not truly median 
may, on the other hand, expose a vascular bundle {v), which, 
•adjoining the sclerenchymatous endocarp, passes up at the back 
of the fruit, in order to end in the lower half of the ventral edge 
(at -y*). Under the place of insertion of the withered style {st) the 
ventral edge of the epicarp projects, and is here formed of elongated 
cells. Adjoining these towards the interior we see, in favourable 
^cases, an air-passage which, continuing the pollen-passage 
through the style, can be followed to the base of the cavity of 
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the OYary. This is the passage by which the pollen-tubes arriye 
’ at the micropyle. , As the ovule .turns its micropyle to the dorsal 
edge of the ovary, the 
pollen- tubes , after enter- 
ing the cavity, of the ovary, 

.must grow round the 
funicle. 

The seed almost com- 
pletely fills up the cavity 
of the ovary, and is fixed 
in a median position at 
the base of the cavity of 
the ovary by a tolerably 
long, bent funicle (/). 

A vascular bundle enters 
the funicle. The seed 
is campylotropous, and 
completely filled by the 
embryo. As spermoderm 
(^6-) only a thin skin is 
present, consisting of two 
clearly distinguishable 
layers of cells. Between 
the two we see here and 
there also a third crushed 
layer, which comes out 
more clearly after swelling in potash. The inner cell layer of 
cells of the spermoderm is strongly thickened on the inner 
side. The micropyle (mp) is very prominent on the seed. The 
radicle of the embryo lies directly against the inner side of 
this. The radicle is somewhat swollen, and projects nipple-like 
in the middle. If the section has cut the embryo quite medianly, 
we see that this nipple-like projection is formed of two layers of 
root-cap, which at the edges pass over into the epidermis. At 
mid-height of the seed is to be seen upon the embryo an outward- 
turned narrow notch, in which lies the growing apex of the stem 
(plumule). This growing apex is surrounded by the cotyledonary 
sheath. Upon the apex arises a rudimentary leaf (see figure, 
towards the left hand) in the middle line of the outer side, which 
completely fills up the notch. The part found between this 
growing apex and the end of the ' oot is the hypoeotyl. It is 



Pig. 150. — AUsma PUmtago. Median longitu- 
dinal section through a ripe aehene ; ep, epicarp 
(epidermis) ; m, mesocarp ; en, endocarp of the wall 
of the fruit. t\ a vascular bundle in this ; \ the 

end of the vascular bundle ; st, the withered style ; 
t, the pollen-passage ; /, fliinicuhis of the seed, with 
its vascular bundle /«? ; mp, micropyle ; ch, ehalazal 
end; ts^ the spermoderm ; hypoeotyl of the 
embryo ; first leaf; cl, cotyledon (x 2S). 



^16 


XXX. THE SEED OF ' ANGIOSPEKMS. 


covered by the epidermis, shows usually three layers of cortical 
cellSj regularly arranged into a cylindrical sheath, and a median 
string of elongated cells which runs from the root»apex towards 
the growing point of the stem. The cortical layers have at the 
apex only one layer of common initial cells. Over these runs the 
dermatogen, from which the two layers of root-cap appear seg- 
mented. The central string, the plerome, is terminated by its own 
initials. The hypocotyl is prolonged into the single cotyledon. 
This is bent, corresponding to the form of the seed cavity, tapers 
gently to its apex, and ends at the chalazal end of the seed. The 
cotyledon also consists of a cylinder of regularly arranged layers 
of ceils, and is traversed by a central string of elongated cells. 
This string curves under the plumule, and joins with that of the 
hypocotyl (see figure). The cell-rows of the cortex also pass over 
from the h5?pocotyl into the cotyledon with a gentle curve. The 
cotyledon in its lower part, like the hypocotyl, has three, higher 
up, as it tapers, two, and finally only one layer of cortical cells. 
The central string ends at some little distance from the apex of 
the cotyledon. In the ripe seed there is not a trace of endosperm. 
This seed likewise is exalbuminous. The embryo itself has all 
its cells densely filled with starch. 

The cross-section of the seed shows nothing new. It presents 
simultaneously two cross-sections of the embryo, separated by a 
narrow strip of tissue which passes over into the inner cell-layer 
of the spermoderm. The structure of the spermoclerm is more 
clear than in longitudinal sections. The cross-sections of the 
embryo show the concentric arrangement of the cortical layers 
very beautifully. The division of the pericarp into epi-, meso- 
and endocarp is even easier to recognise in cross than in longi- 
tudinal sections ; and the furrow in the middle line of the back is 
now very noticeable. 

The two angiospermous plants investigated by us offer us 
truly typical but extreme examples of embryo formation in dicoty- 
ledons and monocotyledons respectively ; types which are far from 
exhausting the whole diversity of cases which have been investi- 
gated. Thus amongst Dicotyledons are examples of embryos 
which have only one cotyledon {Carum Bulbocastanmn, the 
Pignut, Banmculus Ficaria, the Pilewort) ; and amongst Mono- 
cotyledons those in which the cotyledon arises laterally from the 
growing apex of the stem (DioscoreaceaB, Commelynaceae), Lastly 
there are seeds in which the embryo persists as a few cells only. 
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The two cases studied above are both examples of exalbumln- 
oils seeds, ie., of seeds in which the endosperm formed in the 
embryo-sac is completely, or almost completely absorbed into the 
embryo during its early growth, and the reserved food stored up 
mostly in the cells of the cotyledons. Examples of the other 
primary, bnt less common, type of seed, known to systematists as 
the a! bumf nous seed, i.e., in which the endosperm formed in the 
embryo-sac is not absorbed by the embryo until the period known 
as germination, have been already in part studied by us in Chap. II., 
especially in the case of Triticum as a Monocotyledon, and Bicmus 
commimiSj the Castor Oil, as a Dicotyledon, It is advisable for 
the student to amplify his knowledge of the structure of seeds 
by a careful study of the ripe seed of this latter plant, first 
removing the outer spermoderm, or testa, as it is too hard for 
satisfactory section-cutting. Within this testa is a membranous 
inner spermoderm — the tegmen. The embryo is straight; the 
two large, delicate, veined cotyledons lie on either side of a narrow 
central cavity, which nearly separates the seed into two halves ; 
the radicle projects towards the curious, wart-like micropylar 
aril which will have been noticed at one end of the testa. The 
embryo is embedded in oily endosperm. The information given 
in the above chapter will enable the student to fill in the details of 
the structure of the seed. 

The Grain of Wheat — ^On account of its special interest, we 
will, however, make a full study of the “ grain ” of wheat, the 
fruit of Triticum vulg are. The ovary of the flower of the 'wheat 
plant is superior, or free, and contains a single ovule. This latter, 
in its development, completely fills the cavity of the ovary, the 
pericarp adhering to the spermoderm, as is shown in Eig. 12, 
p. 30, and both being strained and flattened, so that the constituent 
ceils collapse. We may investigate either softened, or, what is 
even better, just ripe grains. If we take softened grains, we must 
take care that the grain is only just soft enough to make it suitable 
to cut. The ripe grain of wheat shows in the middle line of its 
inner side a deep furrow, corresponding with the ventral suture of 
the ovary. At the base of the opposite side is the embryo, recog- 
nisable as a slightly elliptic protuberance ending conically below. 
The flattened top of the grain is crowned with hairs, between 
which is the filiform residue of the style. The ‘‘ grain '' of wheat 
is not a naked seed, but a one-seeded, dry, indehiscent fruit—a 
caryopsis. 
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Take first of all oross-sections of the grain at about mid-height, 
and examine them in water or in glycerine, and subsequently with 
the addition of a little potash. Leaving the somewhat complex 
structure of the furrow out of the question for the present, we find 
that the pericarp is composed externally of one or several layers 
of thickened pitted cells, the walls of which are highly refractive 
and yellowish, and colour a deep yellow in potash. The outer- 
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Fig. 151.— Grain of THtictim mlgare^ the wheat. A , cross-section through the peri- 
carp and testa. Of these, ep is the epicarp (epidermis) ; e, outer layers of the 
mesocarp ; and c/i?, chlorophyll layer ; these collectively constituting tiie pericarp; 
w, remnants of the ovular integument ; the outermost thickened layer of the 

nucellus; these together constituting the testa; nl, the ale ii rone layer of the 
endosperm (x240). B, median longitudinal section through the lower part of a ripe 
fruit. At the bottom of this, to the left, is the embryo with the scutellum, sc; 

the tooth -like development of the seuteilum ; w, its vascular bundle; ce, its 
‘‘cylinder epithelium" ; c, the sheath of the cotyledon ; px^, the growing apex of the 
stem; hp, the hypocotyl ; the epiblast upon it ;* r, the radicle; cji?, the root-cap of 
the radicle; d, the root-sheath (coleorhxza) ; place of exit of the radicle, corres- 
ponding with the micropyle of the ovule; p, the funicle ; -uj?, vascular bundle in the 
fnnicie ; /, side wall of the furrow (x 14). 


most layer of these cells is the epidermis (Fig. 151, A, ep), the 
succeeding layers (e) belong to the inner tissue of the pericarp, the 
innermost layers of which are for the most part obliterated. To 
this outer tissue succeeds a layer of tangentially-elongated, 
straight, or more or less curved/ ceils (cA^), marked by numerous 
narrow, cross-set pits. Now and again on the inner side of this 
pitted layer we see sac-like cells, which indicate the inner epider- 
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mis of the .pericarp, This is all that remains of the pericarp. • The 
tissue next following appertains to the seed. It is separated from 
the. pericarp by more or less numerous an* spaces. The' spermo- 
derm shows first a thin, apparently homogeneous, colourless skin, 
arising from a layer of cells with obliterated cavities ; to this 
follows a similar narrow layer, the scarcely recognisable cavities of 
which have brown contents, , These, two layers are represented in 
ii, in Fig. 151, J. ; together they constitute the spermoderm ; the 
outlines of their cells are recognisable upon tangential sections. 
All the elements of pericarp and spermoderm are, so far as they 
possess cavities, filled with air. To the spermoderm succeeds a 
relatively thick, strongly refractive, white skin (?i), which owes 
its origin to the outermost layer of the nucellus. The original 
cavities of the cells in this are indicated by narrow, granular, 
tangential striee. To this layer follows the layer of radially- 
elongated aleurone-containing endosperm cells (aZ), which -we 
have already studied in Chap. II. ; and next to these come the 
ceils of the inner endosperm, filled with starch. — The wall of the 
furrow shows the mesocarp much increased in quantity, and the 
layers progressively of larger ceils ; while in the middle line the 
elements are again small, thin- walled, without interstices, and 
have a median, feebly-developed vascular bundle. The layer chi 
is thicker, and contains chlorophyll and large air-cavities ; the 
outer nuceilar layer thickens into a cushion of tissue, behind 
which the aleurone layer is often wanting. This increased de- 
velopment of the outer tissues is accompanied by a deeper grooving 
of the endosperm than of the spermoderm and pericarp, and a 
sharp limit between the tissue of the seed and of the fruit is 
not recognisable in the furrow. 

Let us now endeavour to obtain a tolerably median longi- 
Uidinal section through the ripe grain, for which purpose we 
must not, however, use air-dry, but softened, or even better, 
grains which have only Just ripened. The embryo will show 
specially well in sections examined in carbolic acid, or treated 
with potash and examined in glycerine. We will first examine 
the section with a low power, and only use a high power for the 
detailed study of individual parts. W^e begin with the embryo. 
This is situated obliquely, at the base of the body of the endo- 
sperm (Fig. 151, B), and is in contact with it by means of the 
shield-like scutellum {sc). The scutellum appears in iongitudinal 
section as a flat structure, which at both upper and under termi- 
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nation ends free in a blunt projection. Bounding the scutellum 
in the upper half of the embryo is the tube-like cotyledonary 
sheath (c). This sheath surrounds many rudiments of leaves, 
which decrease in size progressively inwards. The largest of 
these leaf-rudiments stands outwards in the middle line. Be- 
tween the youngest (innermost) of the leaf -rudiments lies the 
growing apex, from this point of view appearing relatively narrow 
and tapering (j>v). Together with the leaf-rudiments this forms 
the rudimentary bud, the plumule. The plumule and the coty- 
ledon are borne upon the stem, or hypocotyl (hp). The hypocotyl 
is prolonged below into the radicle (r), which is directed somewhat 
obliquely forwards. Even with low magnification this shows the 
central pieromej closed cone-wise towards the apex, and sur- 
rounded by the periblem and dermatogen. At the apex the 
periblem and dermatogen come together into a single layer of 
cells (compare with this Fig. 87, p. 221). Inside the plerome- 
cylinder the rudiments of the first vessels can be very easily seen, 
and traced right up to its apex. The root-cap (cp) lies over the 
apex of the root as a bright cover. The whole of this rudimentary 
root lies in a closed sheath, the coleorhiza (<?Z), and is sharply 
limited towards it by a clear line, which indicates the thickened 
walls of its dermatogen cells. This clear line disappears over the 
root-apex, between the body of the root and the root-cap. At its 
base this root-sheath passes over into the tissue of the hypocotyl. 
At its part which ensheaths the root-apex the coleorhiza is swollen 
into a clearly distinguishable wart-like projection (compare the 
figmre) ; at its upper edge, where the root-sheath passes over into 
the hypocotyl, is developed a free outward projection, the epi- 
blast (Q. A string of elongated cells (vs) can be traced from the 
hypocotyl into the scutellum ; the epidermal cells (ce) on the 
outer surface of the scutellum are distinguished by their consider- 
able radial elongation. The scutellum is a sheath-like outgrowth 
from the base of the cotyledon, and must therefore be looked upon 
as a part of it. It remains in the seed during germination, and 
serves as a suctorial organ. The absorption of the food-materials 
takes place by means of its cylindrical epidermal cells (epithelium), 
and continues until the whole of the reserve food-materials of the 
endosperm are exhausted. 

The embryo lies in immediate contact with the spermoderm, 
while the pericarp is here somewhat thicker, but more loosely 
constructed. Under the wart-like apex of the coleorhiza, ^.e., at 
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the place from which, in germination, the radicle will protrude, 
it shows still further reduction and a depression (m) is visible. 
The fruit has a very short stalk (p), and we can see the vascular 
bundle (vp), which enters here and passes into the funicle of the 
seed, which is fused, however, with the pericarp, and the vascular 
bundle is hardly recognisable. Farther inwards, however, can be 
seen a much more noticeable string of grey-brown elongated, 
slightly-pitted cells, which we have already noticed in the cross- 
section. The vascular bundle itself is embedded in delicate walled, 
colourless, slightly- elongated cells. Farther inwards are the layers 
of nucellar cells, with fairly thick, white walls, and then comes 
the aleurone layer of the endosperm. This is readily separable 
from the nucellar cells, so that an air-space is often present at this 
part. Towards the embryo the endosperm is not bounded by an 
aleurone layer, but by a fairly thick layer of swollen cell-walls, 
which represent endosperm cells which have been crushed back 
by the enlarging embryo. 

Germination of Wheat . — The ripe grain of wheat germinates 
very easily, and we will therefore make use of it in order to study 
the early stages of germination. It will suffice to lay ripe grains 
in moist sawdust ; it is even enough to stand ripe ears for a few 
days with their lower ends in a glass of water. The pericarp 
of the grain is first of all broken through at its weakest part (m), 
that which corresponds with the micropyle of the seed ; the 
coleorhiza is protruded, and out of its tip the rapidly-lengthening 
radicle soon projects, the coleorhiza surrounding its base like a 
sheath. Above this point the lowermost pair of lateral roots 
subsequently arise, each likewise surrounded at its base by a 
root-sheath, or coleorhiza. The whole grain swells considerably, 
and ruptures the pericarpic covering more or less completely. If 
this is lifted off, we can easily see, with the lens, the epiblast 
between the bases of the two lateral roots. The cotyledonary 
sheath elongates, and assumes a greenish colour. After it has 
attained about fifty-fold its original length, it is broken through at 
its apex by the first bright green foliage leaf. Considerably later 
than the first, or lower, pair of lateral roots is produced a second, 
upper pair. The original distance apart of the structures in the 
neighbourhood of the lateral roots remain unchanged, and shows 
that the hypocotyl undergoes no considerable elongation. The 
lateral roots soon equal in development the principal roots, a tap- 
root is therefore not produced.— From a seedling which has already 
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produced ail its rudimentary roots, we now cut off all the elongated 
parts, and prepare a median longitudinal section through the fruit. 
We can now easily see that the growing point remains pretty much 
in its old position, having only developed a number of new leaf 
rudiments. The scutellum has in general not increased in size, 
excepting as to its cylindrical epithelium, the cells of which have 
elongated still more, and more or less completely separated from 
one another laterally, so as to resemble hairs ; they have rich 
protoplasmic contents.— It is of great interest for us now to take a 
little of the endosperm tissue, diffuse it in a drop of water, and 
examine it with a high power. Amongst the more or less numer- 
ous starch- grains which are still unchanged wiU appear others 
which have become corroded by the action of diastatic ferments 
which have been produced in the course of germination. Such 
grains appear peculiarly changed. In places still white, of their 
original density, and without clear lamination, they are in other 
places transparent, sharply laminated, and with the concentric 
layers traversed by more or less broad radial striae. Many grains 
appear as if reduced thereby to vermiform particles, and finally 
such grains are completely dissolved. 


CHAPTEE XXXL 


THE FBUIT OF AXGIOSPEBHS — MUCILAGES DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE PLOWBB. 

Materials Used. 

Bipe Plum or Ctierry. Bipe Apple. Bipe Orange. All fresh. 

Young inflorescences of Brassica Napus, the Rape ; fresh. 

Reagent Used. 

Potash. 

One of the simplest possible fruits, the achene of Alisma Plantago, 
we have already become acquainted with ; as also the almost equally 
simple caryopsis of the wheat. We will now take one or two cases 
in which special modifications in development lead to ultimate 
complexity of structure. 

The Plum or Cherry. — A ripe plum, Primus domestica^ using 
any firm-fleshed kind, shows upon its surface a delicate covering 
of wax, the so-called bloom,” which, in a surface section of the 
epidermis, appears as a finely- granular covering. The same section 
shows the epidermis composed of cells, which are arranged into 
groups, and thus betray their origin from common mother-cells. 
They contain rose-red cell-sap. — A delicate cross-section shows us 
under the epidermis some layers of cells rapidly increasing in size, 
and, farther in, cells which are all uniformly large. These are 
rounded off from one another, but form only small intercellular 
spaces. They contain very small, scattered, yellowish-green 
chlorophyll grains, a thin peripheral layer of protoplasm, a nuc- 
leus, and colourless cell-sap. This parenchymatous tissue is 
traversed by numerous branching vascular bundles, and towards 
the stone the cells become smaller, radially elongated. The stone 
itself, which, in order not to chip the razor, must be out with the 
greatest possible care, attempting very small sections only, and on 
a surface previously prepared with a strong pocket-knife, consists 
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of very strongly- thickened and lignified elements, the walls of 
which are traversed by beautifully- branched canals. The history 
of its development shows that the stone belongs to the wall of the 
ovary, the pericarp ] that the epidermis of the plum, the epicarp, 
arises from the epidermis of the ovary ; the flesh of the fruit, the 
mesocarp, arises from the outer tissue of the ovary, underlying 
the epidermis ; and the stone, or endocarp, from its inner \iissue. 
The entire tissue of the plum, including the shell of the stone, 
owes its origin, therefore, to the wall of the ovary. — Enclosed in 
the stone is the seed, consisting of the embryo, a delicate spermo- 
derm, and a mere remnant of endosperm remaining between the 
embryo and the spermoderm, so that morphologically the seed is 
exal burn! nous. If we out it across we can easily distinguish the 
two cotyledons, lying flat together. A median longitudinal 
sectio 7 i of the seed shows us, at its base, connecting the two coty- 
ledons, the hypocotyl of the embryo, with its radicle projected 
into the pointed micropylar end of the seed, and, between the 
base of the two bbtyiedons, the bud or plumule. The embryo, 
during its enlargement, has absorbed almost the entire tissue 
of the ovule, up to the very thin spermoderm, from which stiU. 
arises, quite close to the micropyle, the withered funicie. 

A delicate cross-sectmi through the seed shows us the spermo- 
derm composed of layers of collapsed ceUs, and covered on its 
outer side with rounded cells, thickened either only or chiefly upon 
the outward bulging sides, and standing either singly or in groups. 
Surface sections of the spermoderm show us that the th4.(.kened 
projecting elements are single cells or groups of cells of the 
spermoderm. These have been thickened, and are resistant, 
while their neighbours remain unthickened, and have collapsed. 
The pits, abundant upon the side walls, give to these cells an 
elegant appearance. Where two thickened cells are in contact, 
the pits coincide. To the epidermis of the spermoderm follows a 
layer consisting of flattened, irregularly-thickened cells. On the 
two broad sides of the kernel, a multilamellar layer of endosperm 
is present, separating the kernel from the spermoderm, but on the 
narrow sides this is reduced to a single cell layer. Two ovules are 
present in the ovary, of which only one is developed further, 
— Such a free monocarpellary fruit as the plum, with succulent 
mesocarp, and a stony endocarp, is known as a drupe. 

This description of the plum will, apart from unessential 
differences, serve likewise for the cherry, which therefore can be 
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studied in the place of the former. This enlarges the opportunity 
•of examination in the fresh state, since cherries or plums can be 
obtained, more or less ripe, from April, or even earlier, till 
October, inclusive, and can be readily used for studies in the 
development of the various tissues, especially of the endocaip in 
the phenomenon of stoning,*' which takes place at a definite 
period of their growth, during which, for some little while, the 
young fruit does not increase in size. 

Structure of the Apple , — The apple, like the plum and cherry, 
is a fleshy indehiscent fruit ; while, however, the plum or cherry 
owes its origin to a free or superior ovary, formed from a single 
carpellary leaf, the apple arises from an inferior, five-celled ovary, 
•composed of five carpellary leaves. However, having regard to 
the relations which the nearly allied roses offer, we can assume 
that the five-celled ovary here is immersed in a hollowed flower- 
stalk, a so-called hypanthium, or receptacular tube, and is 
adnate to this ; a view capable of support, however, only on 
philogenetic grounds. The apple is crowned by five more or less 
•completely-shrivelled sepals, and also by the withered relics of 
the rest of the fioral parts. Surface sections show the epidermis 
•of the apple to be composed of comparatively small polygonal 
■cells, upon which grouping, as a result of development, can still 
be recognised. The walls of the cells are pretty strongly thickened, 
their cell-sap either colourless or red. The surface of the epider- 
mis is covered with a finely granular covering of wax. The small 
prominences, which are readily visible on the surface of the apple 
with the lens, are occupied, each in its centre, by a stoma. The 
tissue under such a stoma is often dead, or else the epidermis 
is here ruptured, and the wound closed with cork. 

Thin cross-sections show us that the epidermis is strongly 
thickened on its outer side. Below it lie several layers of tan- 
gentially-elongated cells, with tolerably thick walls, which, 
passing inwards, gradually become larger and thinner walled, 
.and at the same time chiorophyll-oontaining ; otherwise no sharp 
limit between epicarp and mesocarp is present. The chlorophyll 
grains are densely filled with starch ; their colour dies away 
towards the interior of the apple, they at the same time become 
less numerous ; at length, at a certain depth, the large bladdery 
cells of the mesocarp contain, besides the delicate peripheral layer 
of protoplasm and nucleus, for the most part only colourless cell- 
;sap; the intercellular spaces are here filled with air. Vascular 
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bundles are scattered in the entire tissue. The five ceils, forming 
the core,’’ are covered each by a smooth, hard, cartilaginous 
membrane, the endocarp. This corresponds with the shell of the 
plum-stone. It consists of several layers of sclerenchyma fibres, 
thickened almost to the obliteration of their cavity, and the 
thickening layers of which are pierced by fine pores. Surface 
sections show that these sclerenchyma fibres slope irregularly, 
often are bent, and in the different layers have oppositely inclined 
courses. The five cells often separate in the middle, forming a 
central cavity, into which the individual cells then usually open. 
At the base of each cell are inserted two ovules, of which both, or 
only one, produce seeds, or of which often neither develops 
further. 

The seed is almost filled by an embryo of the same structure 
as in the plum or cherry. The brown spermodernij on the other 
hand, is much thicker than in the last-named plants. In cross- 
section it shows an epidermis, the cells of which outwardly are 
strongly thickened, the external layers colourless, and capable of 
strongly swelling, the inner brown coloured and not swelling. In 
sections laid in water the swelling layers, increasing in volume, 
.at length break through the cuticle, and project outwards like 
papiUse. It is these which make the wet seeds slippery. The 
thick tissue underlying the epidermis appears in cross-section to 
be formed of polygonal cells, rounded at the angles, brown, and 
pretty strongly thickened, and to it succeeds a layer of cells only 
about one-third so thick, tangentially elongated, but less strongly 
thickened. These impinge on a shining white, thick membrane. 
This last arises from the strongly-thickened outer walls of the 
outermost layer of the nucellus ; the entire remainder of the 
spermoderm comes from the outer integument of the ovule. The 
inner integument of the ovule is very early displaced. The nucel- 
lar cells, the thickening layers of which we have ascribed to the 
spermoderm, are mostly collapsed, as also are the rest of the ceUs 
of the nucellus which are present. To this collapsed layer of 
tissue succeeds a thin layer of endosperm, which ensheathes the 
embryo. The endosperm-cells are densely filled with aleurone 
grains. — As successive surface sections show, the epidermis con- 
sists of cells which are comparatively but little elongated, the 
inner thickening layers of which are pitted. The tissue following 
the epidermis, which in cross-section appears isodiametric, shows 
now to be longitudinally elongated, and provided with oblique 
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cleft-Iike pits. The tangentially-elongated inner elements o! the- 
spermoderm are arranged at right angles to the preceding. 

Stmct'ure of the Orange. — The cross-section through a ripe 
orange, Citrus vulgaris {C. aurantium), shows externally the- 
parii designated rind, and internally the ‘‘segments"' filled with 
the orange-red flesh, the number of which segments is uncertain, 
and varies from six to twelve. The segments are separated by 
thin membranes, which combine into a central column of tissue. 
If we wish to apply the customary designations of the parts of a 
fruit to the structure of this, we can speak of the outer rind as. 
epicarp, the orange-red flesh as mesocarp, the inner column of 
tissue and the partition walls as endocarp. 

We pass now to a microscopical study of the individual parts. 
In delicate cross-sectio?is through the rind we see most externally 
a smaU-celled epidermis, to wrhich succeeds a tissue of gradually 
enlarging ceils. The epidermis and adjoining tissue contain 
orange-red clnomatophores, which farther inwards disappear. 
Intercellular spaces filled with air appear here between the cells,, 
and gradually enlarge, since the tissue itself acquires the char- 
acter of a looser spongy parenchyma. The rind is traversed by 
vascular bundles, which the cross-section lays bare chiefly in their 
longitudinal course, and \vhich branch towards the periphery,. 
Adjoining the epidermis are the large glands of ethereal oil^ 
visible to the naked eye. They show throughout the structure 
known to us from Buta, and allow the inner investment of delicate 
cells to be readily distinguished. The fruit, observed maoroscopi- 
caUy from the outside, shows the oil-glands as darker spots, the 
tissue separating them as a brighter network. 

A delicate surface-section of the outer side shows us first the 
small polygonal epidermal cells. Those lying over the oil-giands> 
are distinguished by absence of the orange-red ohromatophores ; 
they contain in place of them colourless globules of various si^ses. 
Scattered in the epidermis are the stomata, devoid of protoplasm, 
and closed inwards. The next deeper sections give instructive- 
views of the oil-glands, and terminations between them of the- 
vascular bundles. StiU deeper sections show the spongy tissue, of 
elongated sac-like cells. Adjoining the loculi of the ovary the 
cells of the rind, become stiU longer, fibrous, in part strongly 
thickened and then provided with narrow, obliquely mounting 
pits. The partitions between the “ segments " are constructed in 
the same way : in the interior, of spongy parenchyma ; outwardly 
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‘Of fibrous, in part thickened tissue. The spongy elements, found 
outside the loculi as well as in the interior of the partitions, easily 
-fall out of union. The fibrous elements, on the other hand, 
appear pretty firmly connected together.^ — The best view of these 
latter is obtained in surface view. We separate the segments 
from one another in the customary way; the spongy tissue 
surrounding the loculi is thus torn, the fibrous layer remains, 
however, as a delicate white sheath around the flesh of the fruit. 
If we now spread out such a sheath and examine it with a high 
power, we see it constructed of several layers of fibres, running 
parallel to the surface of the loculus, and at right angles to its 
long axis. Between unthickened fibres are scattered others of 
similar form, thickened and pitted. 

The flesh of the fruit consists of club-shaped sacs, of which 
it can be readily seen, even macroscopically, that they all arise 
from the outer side of the loculus. They are here inserted with a 
narrow base, and, crowded together, fill up the loculus. The 
larger they are the more deeply they extend into the loculus; 
their course is radial, at right angles to the long axis of the 
loculus. Each individual club shows at its surface to be sur- 
rounded by a layer of closely united elongated fibrous cells, just 
as we see them in the partitions of the segments. Interpolated 
between these cells are single ones, more strongly thickened, and 
provided with obliquely ascending pits. The interior of the clubs 
is, however, filled with very large, polygonal, delicate-walled cells, 
full of sap, in the interior of which are visible spindle-shaped, very 
narrow, orange-red chromatophores. The central core of tissue, 
in which the partitions come together, is formed of similar spongy 
parenchyma to the internal part of the rind. In quartering ” 
an orange we free, as we see, the contents of the loculi, sur- 
xounded by the fibrous layer clothing each loculus, which is 
easily separated from the spongy parenchyma. This fibrous 
layer can now be very easily separated from the sides of each 
segment, with more difficulty from its outer surface, because 
here the sacs of the flesh are joined to the fibrous layer. In the 
flesh the seeds pips"') lie embedded in uncertain number. 
They occupy the inner edge of the sections, their place of inser- 
iiion being turned inwards. In isolating the sections the seeds 
are separated from the placenta ; usually, however, portions of 
the inner core of tissue, together with the -placentae, cling to the 
inner edges of the sections. Mucilaginisation of the spermoderm 
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of the seed is again very evident, and gives it its slippery 
character." , 

Forms of Mticilage. — The various mucilages which are pre- 
sent in the cells and in intercellular reservoirs of plants have been 
classified into three groups, corresponding with the three funda- 
mental substances which take part in the composition of vegetable 
membranes. In this way we can distinguish cellulose, pectose 
and callose mucilages. The cellulose mucilages coagulate in 
a mixture of hydrochloric acid and alcohol, and then appear 
insoluble, and do not even swell, in a solution of ammonium 
oxalate, which dissociates the tissues. In water they swell slowly.. 
They have the general properties of cellulose, stain easily with 
stains which colour cellulose, especially after previous treatment 
with potash, but hardly react to iodine compounds. Cellulose 
mucilages are rare ; an example is found in Salep, the mucilage of 
Orchids. 

The pectose mucilages, to which the greater number of so- 
called true mucilages belong, swell pretty quickly in water, and 
are well nigh completely dissolved. The solution is viscous, and 
filters very slowly. Pectose mucilages are coagulated by acetate 
of lead, alum and sulphate of iron, do not stain in cellulose 
reagents, and take a yellow colour in iodine solutions. To them 
belong the mucilages of Malvaceae, Tiiiaoeae, Eosaceae, the jelly of 
many Algse, e.^., Nostoc, etc. 

Callose mucilages at first scarcely swell at all ; then, however,, 
dissolve suddenly, without the interstages which pectose muci- 
lages show. They are found in all tissues and membranes which 
are distinguished by rapid solution, e.g,, the callus of sieve-tubes, 
the sporangium wall of Mucorines, the cell-wall of pollen mother- 
cells. 

With polarised light cellulose mucilage is illuminated with the 
crossed prisms just as cellulose is ; the other mucilages are opti- 
cally inactive. 

Mucilaginous mixtures are also found, especially of cellulose 
and pectose mucilages. Such a mixture is found in the spermo- 
derm of Sinapis nigra and S, alba, of Linum, etc. 

Development of the Flower. — We will now complete our con- 
ception of the nature of the floral parts by following the early 
stages of their development. Per this purpose the Cruciferous 
fi.ower is very well suited, and, while practically any species will 
do, we will select the Eape, Brassica Napus. In any case an 

1 For further reactions of the mucilages, see note at end of chapter. 
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examination of the fully-formed flower must precede any attempt 
to study its development. The mflorescenoe of the rape is a 
raceme, of which the apex continues to develop for some time, so 
that the young flowers are crowded together as into a corymb. 
The flowers are stalked, ebraoteate. They bear four linear, 
greenish sepals, in two pairs, of which the outer are, so far as 
relations with the axis of the inflorescence are concerned, in 
the middle plane, that is, are antero-posterior, and the inner pair 
are at right angles to them, and are therefore lateral. In the bud 
the inner have their edges very recognisably covered by the outer 
sepals, and their respective positions are easy to determine (Fig. 
152). Four petals follow the four sepals, and alternate with 
them as if the latter also formed one whorl of four. The petals 
.are obovate, and stalked, so that we can distinguish limb and 
claw. After these four diagonally placed petals, come two laterally 
^situated short stamens, to which follow, in the middle plane, two 



pairs of longer stamens. Finally comes the 
^ narrow, laterally-compressed pistil, gradually 

tapering into the style, and with a feebly two- 

Y armed stigma. 

D 0 % Gross-sections through the ovary show that 

V y/ is bilocular ; but in order to cut through the 

insertion of one of the (usually six) ovules it 
is necessary to cut through the lower third of 
^^Crucif^ous^io^r^^ ovary. The partition which divides the 
ovarian cavity in the median plane is a false 
one, known as the replum, and the placentation is parietal, on 
the angles which this partition makes with the wall of the 
ovary. The pistil consists, therefore, of two laterally-placed 
carpels, which coalesce only by their edges, so that the placenta 
would naturally have been in contiguous pairs upon an unilocular 
ovary, had the replum not been present to separate the carpels, and 
placenta appertaining to them, from one another. 

In order to work out the development we take the tip of a 
young inflorescence, and first remove from it all the larger flower^ 
buds, up to those the height of which does not exceed inch. 
We then continue the process under the dissecting microscope, 
using no water to the object, until only the innermost flower 
rudiments remain. Close beneath these we cut the axis of the 
inflorescence across, so that they are left standing erect. We can 
now add a drop of water, cover with a cover-glass, and remove 
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under the air-pump all the air clinging between the rudiments. 
Brought under the microscope the rudiments are now seen in 
apical view, or but slightly inclined, but they are still not trans- 
parent enough to permit detailed view into their interior. We 
therefore run in a little potash, and can now, in the most favour- 
able cases, see at one and the same time the most important stages 
of development. 

The flower rudiment arises as a bare conical protuberance 
upon the axis of the inflorescence, close under its apex. No 
rudiments of bracts are visible, as the Cruciferse generally are 
distinguished by the absence of bracts from the floral region. 
When the naked rudiment has attained a not inconsiderable 
height, begins the formation of the first pair of sepals in the 
median (antero-posterior) plane, the outer one originating a 
little earlier, and continuing somewhat more advanced ; the two 
lateral sepals follow quickly, and quite simultaneously. All these 
sepals are recognisable in the form of broad protuberances, each 
occupying about one-fourth of the periphery of the conical fiower 
rudiment. The growing point of the rudiment now bulges out- 
wards a little, and, alternating with the four sepals, the four 
petals appear simultaneously, in the form of four protrusions, which 
give to the growing point a quadrangular form. The sepals now 
quickly close together with their apices over the rudiment, whereby 
the outer median (anterior) sepal overlaps the tip of the median 
inner (posterior). While this is going on, the two protuberances 
for the lateral (outer) pair of stamens appear; and then, in the 
median plane, the two stamina! rudiments on either side. Whether 
these make their appearance as four isolated protuberances, or 
whether on the other hand they arise each pair from a previously 
common one, cannot be off-hand determined. This point has 
given rise to numerous researches, in order to show whether the 
stamens are isolated from the beginning, or whether we have 
a splitting, a so-called “ dedoublement,’’ whereby two staminal 
protuberances give rise to four. On theoretical grounds the latter 
seems the more probable. We should then have the regular 
alternation of two two-membered whorls of stamens, followed by 
the two laterally-placed carpels of the pistil, and should thus 
have resemblances to the nearly allied Eumariacese. The apjDroxi- 
mation of the large antero-posterior stamens in pairs likewise 
supports the dedoublement theory. It is only, however, as a 
matter of probability that we may conclude that the flower of 
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the Cmciferse has been derived from one which bore two antero- 
posterior stamens. 

While the petals in otir object develop very slowly, the rudi- 
ments of the stamens enlarge rapidly. They are, therefore, very 
readily visible, while the petals are hard to see. Our knowledge 
of the distribution of parts in the fully-formed flower helps us to 
avoid confusion, and materially facilitates orientation. After the 
origin of the inner staminal pairs, the apex of the floral axis 
commences to bulge in the form of a two-lipped * crater, some- 
what laterally compressed, in the base of which the growing point 
must therefore be now sought. This crater increases in height 
but slowly, while the stamens develop very quickly, and soon 
form the largest structures enclosed within the sepals. The 
petals, on the other hand, still remain very small, and cannot 
be ofl-hand recognised within the bud when made transparent. 
They show more clearly, as small tongue- shaped flaps, in buds 
which have been carefully crushed under the cover-glass. The 


petals first begin to grow, and then somewhat rapidly, in buds 
which (without stalk) are more than one mm. high, and in which 
ail parts of the stamens are recognisable. These relations, how- 
ever, as well as the destiny of the pistillar rudiment, can no 
longer be followed upon entire buds, but only upon sections,, 
or upon dissected buds. 

Let us prepare sections the apex of the 

entire inflorescence between the fingers. In order to isolate 
the parts, we dissect the buds with needles under the simple 
microscope. The sections, as well as the separated parts, can 
with advantage be treated with potash. We can then determine 
that the deeply two-lipped rudiment of the pistil, after it has 
attained a certain height, begins to close above ; that, simultane- 
ously with the lower parts of the ovary, a partition wall arises from 
the punctum vegetationis, and thus divides the ovarian cavity into 
halves ; that finally out of the angles on each side of this partition 
wall three ovular rudiments arise. The placentae are therefore 
at the angles of this partition wall. The ovular rudiments are 
at first conical and not bent ; they produce under their apex an 
annular wall-like prominence — the inner ovular integument \ 
they then begin to bend, while at the same time on their posterior 
surface a second protuberance, the outer ovular integument, 
arises close under the first. While this increases in strength, the 
ovule bends more and more. The integuments, growing by their 
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upper edge, reach the apex of the slender nuceliuSj and close over 
it, leaving only a narrow opening, the micropyie. The closure of 
the inner integument is first comxfieted, then the outer. The 
inner integument is uniformly thick over the whole nucellus ; the 
outer is developed only on the free outer side. The nueelliis 
itself is bent in the same manner as the entire ovular rudiment ; 
the ovule is campylotropous. In flower-buds more than one 
mm. high the ovular rudiments have well-nigh completed their 
development ; at the apex of the style the stigmatic papillae have 
already begun to form. The stigmas are commisural? that is, 
are placed in a plane corresponding to the partition wall (replum). I 


Note 011 the use of Ruthenium red {Ammomiacal Ruthenium sesquichhndr) as 
reagent for Mucilages^ etc. 

This is a bhlliaat red dye, which is solubl 3 in water, saturated solution of 
calcium chloride, and in alum solution, but is insoluble in glycerine, alcohol, oil 
of cloves, etc., so that preparations stained with it can be preserved in pure 
glycerine, or glycerine jelly, or can be dehydrated and mounted in Canada balsam. 

As light precipitates it in the presence of water, the aq^ueous solution must be 
kept in a black bottle, or in the dark. Mangin (who introduced it) recommends 
its use in 0*01 or 0*02 per cent, solution, i.e., one part in 10,000 or in 5,000. 

It has the important property of staining pectic compounds, and hence the 
mucilages and slimes which are derived from them, e.g.^ the slimes of seeds of 
Linum, Cydonia, Malvaeece, and the gums ot Oerasust Amygdalus, Prunus^ 

Acacia, Astragalus, etc. ; but does not stain the slimes derived from cellulose, such 

as those of orchids, nor cellulose itself. It often stains cutieularised membranes, ! 

but not the true cuticle. 

It stains the middle lamella, e.g., of wood, and shows up very beautifully the j 

closing membrane of bordered pits, and especially the torus. 

In its inertness with cellulose and callose, and active affinity for pectic com- i 

pounds, the dye compares with basic dyes generally, amongst which, for the : 

purpose of distinguishing these various compounds, it decidedly holds first place 
(Mangin); and in its preserving qualities it is far superior to methyl blue, 
naphthalin blue, safranin, etq., which are dissolved out by alcohol. 

As far as nitrogenous bodies generally are concerned, its action appears to 
be unequal; the nuclear chromatin is stained most of ail, then ieucites, and 
lastly, but feebly, granular cytoplasm. Its action can be intensified by previous 
treatment of the preparations with alum solution, but even then it is weaker than 
many acid and even basic dyes. 
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CELL-DIYISION AND NUCLEAB DIVISION. FIXING, EMBEDDING, 
AND MICBOTOMY. PBOTOPLASMIO INTEBCONNECTIONS. 

Matbbials Used. 

Young flower-buds of Tradescantia mrgmica, or allied species, June to 
September. Fresh. 

Flower-buds of various ages of some Liliaceous plant, such as Fritillaria 
persica, or other species, Tulip, Lilium, eto. Fresh. Also the same in 
absolute alcohol. 

Flower-buds, various ages, of a Banunculaceous (such as Hellehorus foetidus) 
or Papaveraceous plant. Fresh. 

Old internodes of Tradescantia mrginica. May to October. Fresh or 
in alcohol. 

Seedlings of Broad Bean (Vida FaOa), 2 to 4 days old. Fresh, 

Twigs of Mistletoe (Fiscww aZbww) ; or A bi^s sp. Fresh. 

Seeds of Vegetable Ivory (Phytelephas macrocarpa). 

Ebagents Used. 

Very various. See text. 

A. NUCLEAR DIVISION FROM LIFE. 

Gdl and Nuclear Division in Tradescantia , — The best living 
object upon which to follow directly the mitotic or indirect 
division of the nucleus and the cell, is the staminal hairs of 
the Spider-wort, Tradescantia virginica, which we have already 
used for the study of protoplasmic movements, or of some nearly 
allied species. We must observe the hafrs, however, in a stage 
of development in which they are nob yet fully formed, but 
are in active cell-multiplication. Eor this purpose we take for 
investigation flower-buds, which, without stalk, measure between 
-I- and \ inch in height. We open these buds, and first remove 
the anthers from the filaments with fine forceps. Then with a 
scalpel we cut across under the insertion of the ovary and the 
filaments, and lift this part bodily out of the bud. We lay it in a 
drop of 3 per cent, solution of sugar, and then set the filaments 
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free with needles under the simple microscope. The ovary and 
all the other floral parts are removed from the preparation. We 
can observe the preparation upon the slide direct, or on a cover- 
glass placed upside down upon the edges of a moist chamber. In 
this latter way we can retain the hairs in developmental con- 
dition for a half day or more, although those which lie deeper in 
the suspended drop will not admit of the use of the higher powers. 
We must take care, therefore, that the suspended drop is spread 
out flat. 

The resting nucleus appears finely punctate (Fig. 153, 1, 
lowest cell) ; but examined with stronger magnification, or in cells 
which have been brought somewhat under the influence of the 
surrounding fluid, we see that the minute gi-anules are not isolated, 
but closely connected into rows, forming fine convoluted threads ; 
the entire nucleus thus forms a network or framework enclosed 
in a delicate nuclear membrane. Between the coils of the thread 
are distinguishable several nucleoli of various sizes. The nucleus 
is surrounded by cytoplasm, which is connected with the peri- 
pheral cytoplasm by piasmic threads. The cytoplasm contains, 
besides the scarcely distinguishable microsomata (or microsomes), 
larger, more strongly refractive grains — leucoplasts . The nucleus 
preparing for division increases in size, and from its fine frame- 
work forms gradually a coarsely granular thread ; it then begins 
to elongate, and the coils of its thread arrange themselves 
obliquely, approximately parallel to one another (Fig. 153, 2). 
At the same time the cytoplasm begins to collect at the two poles 
of the nucleus. We can easily observe all these progressive 
changes in one and the same cell, but this requires a compara- 
tively long time, ‘and continuous, or only briefly interrupted, 
observation. The grains in the thread then become indistinct; 
this assumes gradually a homogeneous aspect, and lays its coils 
in a definite fashion which is not easy to follow in all its phases. 
At the same time the nuclear membrane disappears. After a 
while we can make out with certainty that the nuclear thread has 
divided into segments, or chromosomes, and that these separate 
from one another so as to produce the distinctive Fig. 153, 3, in 
which these chromosomes are shown as straight, approximately 
equal rods, arranged in two groups, of which the equatorial ends 
are coincident, one with one, and the polar ends are somewhat 
convergent. Not infrequently the chromosomes have their polar 
ends bent hookwise. Between the moment when we saw- the 
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threads coarsely granulax (Mg. 153, 2) and this stage, over an 
hour may have elapsed. The chromosomes appear nearly 
homogeneous, but with a higher power (e y. x 1000) slight 
indentations of their surface can be recognised, which mdicate 
their composition out of successive discoid segments. 

If we have only limited time at our disposal, this stage (iJig. 
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Eio. UZ.-TTadescantia. Vwginica. Processes of division in the cells ot the 
staminal hairs. Pig. 1, -with a resting nucleus in its lowest cell, and an upper ceil 
which has just divided. Pig. 2, with a coarsely granular nucleus shovnng oblique 
striation. Pigs. 3-11, successive stages of division followed in the same call ; 3, about 
10-10 o’clock ; 4, 10-20 ; 5, 10-25 ; 6. 10-30 ; 7, 10-35 ; 8, 10-40 ; 9, 10-60 ; 10, 11 10 , 
11, 11-30 (X 540). 

163, 3) can be selected as that from which to keep the preparation 
under continvms observaUon. Tor the nest few minutes we await 
a further separation of the two nuclear halves, 4.e., of the two 
groups of chromosomes; and this takes place then so quickly that 
it can be closely foUowed. The two nuclear halves separate from 
one another in longitudinal direction (4) ; five minutes later, they 
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are a noticeable distance apart (6).. All the daughter chromosomes 
do not always sepoarate from oqs another simultaneously ; some 
may remain behind, and then hasten after the others. At the 
same time we see the dauglitei* chromosomes, during this move- 
ment, bend at the poles, becoiming somewhat shorter and cor- 
respDondingly thicker (5). BetTOen the nuclear halves remains a 
substance, transparent as glass, -which visibly increases in quantity 
(5 and 6). In this transparent oentral mass a finer structure is 
not recognisable, but it is in faci] differentiated into threads. It 
assumes gradually a barrel sha;pe. From twenty-five to thirty 
minutes may have elapsed since the commencement of the 
separation, and we see appear in bhe equatorial plane of the central 
mass dark dots arranged in rows^ They form the so-called 
ceii“platet In the next imomeat these dots fuse together, and 
form a sharply defined -dark line,, a primary membrane separating 
the two daughter cells. Within this is immediately afterwards 
developed a young partition vy all of cellulose. If the central, 
barrel-shaped plasmic body has been formed so broad that it fills 
the entire cross-section of the cell, we see the p)artition wall at 
once joined on all sides to the wsall of the mother-cell. If, on the 
other hand, the plasmic mass d«oes not occupy the entire cross- 
section, it in all cases impinges on one side of the mother-cell; 
and we see it, after the young partition wall has been formed on 
this side, move about inside the cell, so as gradually to come into 
contact in all directions with the -wall of the mother-cell, and thus 
complete those parts of the parbition wall which are still wanting 
(7-9). During these processes wre see the daughter chromosomes 
bend their equatorial ends to-waxis the interior of the nucleus (7, 8). 
The ends of these chromosomes in this way come ultimately into 
lateral contact and union. The entire rudimentary daughter 
nuclei become now separated off from their surroundings by 
nuclear membranes. The nuclear threads in the daughter nuclei 
now again begin to become j&aelf granulah f^d elongate in delicate 
zigzag coils (see 9, and the iipper cell of 1). The coils become 
longer, produce loops constaukly increasing in number ; these 
ultimately anastomose by lateral bridges, and so assume gradually 
(10 and 11) the condition which formed the starting-point of our 
observations. At the same time the two daughter nuclei increase 
in size, and we assume that they are nourished at the expense of 
the surrounding cytoplasm. They approach slowly nearer to the 
newly-formed partition wall. — About an hour and a half after the 
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commencement of the separation the formation of the daughter 
nuclei is complete, and even nucleoli are visible in them (11). 

B. NUCLBAE DIVISION BY THE ACETIC METHTD-GBEEN METHOD. 

It is very rarely that living material can be used, as in the 
above case of TradesGantiobj for the purpose of getting an insight 
into the processes of karyokinesis (nuclear division) ; and even 
then only the coarser phases are recognisable. A somewhat deeper 
insight can be obtained by the use of a method which at one and the 
same operation rapidly Mils and fixes the material, and stains the 
nuclear figures. For this purpose we will make use of acetic 
methyl-green. While the results are imperfect as compared with 
those obtained by the more complicated methods described here- 
after, they are far more complete than are obtainable from life. 

Nuclear figures in Trade$cantia.—We will first of all make use 
of the same material already used, W 0 ., the staminal hairs of 
Tradescantia, We deal with the material in exactly the same way 
as before, selecting a suitable flower-bud, and immerse the prepara- 
tion in a large drop of acetic methyl- green which we have already 
placed upon a micro- slide. We cover it with a fairly large cover- 
glass, and press gently upon it so as to flatten out the filaments, re- 
moving with blotting-paper the surplus of reagent which flows 
from under the cover-glass. Acetic acid is a very rapid fixing fluid, 
and though fixation in this case is imperfect, certain nuclear stages 
stand out much more clearly than in the live condition. We direct 
our attention especially to the stage in which the barrel-shaped 
plasmic body, within which cell-division will take place^ is re- 
cognisable between the rudiments of the two daughter nuclei (Fig. 
153, 6). In this barrel-shaped body, which in the living object 
appears homogeneous, acetic acid fixation enables us to recognise 
clearly a fibrous structure : it consists of connecting threads (spindle 
fibres) running from one to the other of the nuclear rudiments ; 
and shows at the same* time that the cell-plate, out of which the 
primary partition wall wiU proceed, owes its origin to knot-like 
thickenings of these spindle fibres in the equator of the cell. To 
this extent, therefore, acetic methyl-green may usefully supplement 
studies in living Tradesccmtia* 

Boot-tip of Vida Faha. — For another illustration of nuclear and 
cell-division in vegetative cells, as shown by the acetic methyl-green 
method, we may take the root-tip of the horse bean, Vida Faha. 
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Having selected, a very strongly growing root, make a number of 
the thinnest possible longitudinal sections of the apical region, and 
immerse these at once in a large drop of acetic methyl-green which 
we have ready upon an object-slide. The resting and dividing 
nuclei alike are quickly fixed and stained, and a comparison of 
them with Eig« 153 will enable us to trace out a considerable 
number of phases of nuclear division, while showing us that the 
figures our preparation presents are still very imperfect. 

Nuclear Division in the Pollen Mother-cells of Liliaceae. — The 
same acetic methyl-green method is very suitable for the purpose 
of studying the general character of the processes which take place 
in the pollen mother-cells of flowers, and thus amplifying in im- 
portant particulars the work done in Chapter xxviii. Young 
anthers permit ns to obtain comparatively good nuclear figures, by 
means of which we can easily follow the chief phases of division. 
Above all favourable for the purpose are the Liliaceae and Amaryl- 
lidaceae, since their nuclei are very large ; and such genera as Lilium, 
Fritillaria, Alstroemeria^ etc., are mutually interchangeable as ob- 
jects of study. It is a great advantage to select species in which 
the flowers grow in many-flowered trusses (e.g., umbels), since each 
truss will include flower-buds of a series of ages, which open suc- 
cessively. Experiment will show which bud is at the desired de- 
velopmental stage ; hence we test bud after bud, progressively older 
or progressively younger (preferably the latter), until we find the 
stage we want. The method is to open a flower-bud, take out an 
anther with the forceps, place it in a drop of acetic methyl-green’ 
lay a cover-glass upon it, and press it with, say, a needle-holder 
until the pollen sacs are ruptured and the contents squeezed out. 
The evacuated pollen mother-cells are immediately fixed and 
stained. Within certain narrow limits each pollen sac will contain 
various stages of division ; besides which, the developmental state 
of the various anthers in a bud is not exactly the same ; so that 
the same flower-bud may provide quite a long series of nuclear 
figures. 

In order to form a judgment of these structures it needs to be 
understood that the nuclear figures of spore, pollen and embryosac 
mother-cells differ from those of vegetative tissues in several re- 
spects. We have already seen (p. 435) that in the preliminaries 
of division the convolute thread of nuclear (“ chromatic ”) substance 
breaks up into a number of segments, the chromosomes; and a 
comparison of ceil and cell will show that the number of these 
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cliromosomes in fehe dividing nuclei of any particular plant is to ail 
intents and purposes constant. When, on the other hand, we ex- 
am ne the mother-cells of the spore-tissue of any given plant we find 
that, as compared with its vegetative tissues, the number of these 
segments is reduced to one-half ; i.e,, there is a certain stage in the 
development of what will become spore-tissues up to which, at each 
successive division, the full number of chromosomes is uniformly 
found, and at, or after, which the resulting daughter nuclei show 
only 'half that number. It is this numerical reduction of the 
chromosomes which marks the stage at which such a tissue ceases 
to be “vegetative” and becomes “reproductive’'. So long as the 
tissues remain vegetative the nuclei in process of division evidence 
the fact by the uniform number of chromosomes into which the 
chromatic thread divides up ; but in the nuclear segregation which 
indicates the passage of a vegetative cell into a reproductive cell the 
chromatic thread divides into only half the typical number of seg- 
ments, whatever this may be for the plant in question ; and this 
reduced number of chromosomes is maintained in all divisions so 
long as the cells remain reproductive ; while any neighbouring 
vegetative cells in division show the full number. If this be 
realised, it is easy to understand that in the processes of fertilisa- 
tion, when male nucleus coalesces with female nucleus, the two 
reproductive nuclei, each representing one-half the normal chroma- 
tic number, will by their coalescence restore to the resulting con- 
joint nucleus the full chromatic elements of a vegetative nucleus, 
(and of dual origin), fully equipped for a period of vegetative 
development. What really takes place at the time of reduction 
division, and of which reduction is a morphological sign, is of 
course unknown ; though the natural assumption would be that 
it represents the reverse process to that which takes place in the 
coalescence of fertilisation. 

Let us now proceed with the fiower-bud. If the pollen mother- 
cells are already divided into four daughter-cells, or the young 
pollen-grains are already separated from one another, we must go 
back to younger fiower-buds. We can easily recognise, by the 
thick, colourless walls which the pollen mother-cells have, whether 
we are looking at them or at young pollen-grains. We go back to 
successively younger buds until we can see in the nuclei of the, as 
yet, thin- walled and connected mother-cells a fine threadlike coil, 
and a flat nucleolus lying against the wall of the nucleus. At this 
stage of the development the coiled thread contracts under the 
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influence of the reagent, withdraws (Fig. 154, a) from the nuclear 
w’ali (this latter remaining nncoloured), and we can determine 
that this wall is a membrane formed of surrounding cytoplasm. 
Taking this condition of affairs as a starting-point, it will foe 
possible to follow out in a generalised way many stages of nuclear 
division, such as are seen, arranged in chronological sequence, in 
the adjoining Fig. 154, After the first complete division of the 
pollen mother-cell has taken place, the two daughter nuclei rapidly 
enter into a second division, in which figures arise 'which differ 
from those in the first division in not unimportant details {h, i). 
As a matter of fact, in this second division in the pollen mother- 
cells, a longitudinal cleavage of the chromosomes, prior to the 
separation of the nuclear thread into separate chromosomes, also 
takes place, but these longitudinally cleft chromosomes do not fold 
together as in the first division ; they are, rather, attached with 
their equatorial ends to the spindle fibres. In the subsequent 
separation of the sister chromosomes in the second division, these, 
because not folded, show a rod-like form (2). The first division 
with folded chromosomes, which in the moment of separation 
appear V-shaped, is distinguished as “heterotypic division,” from 
the ordinary processes of division, which we see, as above, in the 
second dividing stage. From the sister chromosomes of this 
second division arise, at the spindle-poles, the granddaughter nuclei, 
and between these cell-division is completed in the same way as in 
the first division (m). The division of the two sister-cells, i.e,^ the 
second division, takes place either in the same plane, or in t'^vo 
planes crossing one another at right angles. 

The stages of nuclear division up to and including the 
longitudinal division of the chromosomes constitute the prophases, 
the separation of the daughter chromosomes the metaphases, and 
the formation of daughter nuclei the anaphases of nuclear 
division. To ail intents and purposes the anaphases are the 
prophases reversed. 

Instructive preparations are also quickly obtained by staining 
alcohol material with fuchsin iodine-green. It is best to prepare 
a solution of fuchsin and of iodine-green, each in 50 per cent, 
alcohol, pour the iodine-green into a watch-glass, and slowly add to 
it the fuchsin solution until the fluid has taken a distinct violet 
colour. The anther sections to be stained are placed on the 
object-slide in a drop of this fluid, which, after the lapse of about a 
minute, is run off by tilting the object-slide, and sucked up with 
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Fig-. 154 . — Fritillaria persica. Bivision of the pollen mother-cells, a, The coiled 
condition ; b, the nuclear segments, after longitudinal cleavage and folding, distributed 
upon the nuclear wall ; c, the nuclear spindle in profile ; d, the same as seen from one 
of the poles ; e, division of the nuclear plate ; /, separation of the sister chromosomes ; 
g, formation of daughter coils, and of the cell-plate ; opening out of the nuclear 
threads in the daughter nuclei j % initiation of the nuclear plate ; k, complete condi- 
tion of the same and of the nuclear spiudle, on the right hand in profile, on the left in 
polar view; I, separation of the sister chromosomes into two segments, on the left in 
profile, oh the right as seen from the pole i m, granddaughter coils, and formation of 
. - the cell-plate ( x 800), ; , 


POLLEN-FOiaiATIOX IN DICOTYDEDONS. 

blotting-paper. A drop of glycerine is then placed upon, the 
object, the sections arranged, and covered with a cover-glass. 
These sections show the cytoplasm red, the nuclear substance 
blue, the nucleolus stained red; the preparations are exceedingly 
beautiful and instructive, though inferior in sharpness to those 
obtained by more complicated methods described hereafter. They 
can be closed with Canada balsam, and subsequently with gold 
size. Canada balsam, however, as has been already mentioned 
(p. 113), is soluble in the oils used for homogeneous immersion ; 
care should therefore be taken not to allow the oil to remain in 
contact with the balsam, and, after use, to wipe the oil off rapidly. 
As the Canada balsam used in closing always runs under the 
cover-glass a little, when it is used the object need not be pro- 
tected in any other way from the pressure of the cover-glass. If 
gold size alone is used for closing, it is recommended first to draw 
two lines of gold size across the object-slide with the camel-hair 
brush. These lines must be at such a distance that the cover- 
glass will rest with its two edges upon them. The cover-glass is 
first laid on when the lines are half dry. The line of gold size 
drawn round the edge of the cover-glass must be laid on several 
times, waiting till the previous layer is dry before putting on a 
aew one, aud using for the purpose very dilute gold size, diluted 
with linseed oil. The closure is complete when the preparation 
held up against the light no longer shows lines of light at the edge 
of the cover-glass. The object can be protected from the pressure 
of the cover-glass in the simplest possible way, by laying in the 
preparation hairs of sufficient thickness, or minute plates of mica. 
Or, for the protection of objects, before laying the cover-glass 
apon the object-slide, four spots of wax can be made upon it, by 
means of the wick of a small wax candle which is temporarily 
lighted and then put out again. Such wax candles can also be 
used in order to make a temporary closing layer of wax at the 
edge of a cover-glass already fixed by spots of wax at the cjorners. 

In longitudinal sections through the anthers all the mother- 
cells are not found in the same stage of division. The stages 
succeed one another in the one or other direction, which is of 
considerable advantage to the observer. 

Follen-formatmnin Dicotyledons , — The same acetic methyl-green 
method can be adopted in order to obtain generalised information 
as to the formation of pollen-grains in the anthers of Dicotyledons. 
For this purpose the flower-buds of most of the small-anthered 
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Eanunculaceae or Papaveraceae wiU serve; or flower-biids of 
the Horse Chestnut do admirably, and with the added advantage 
that a young truss will show them at many stages. In what 
follows we will refer to the stinking Hellebore, Helleborus foetidus. 
In a flower-bud which, with stalk, measures from J to | of an inch 
in height, we And usually, progressing from within outwards, ail 
the stages of division represented in the successive anthers. 

We crush the anthers in acetic methyl-green, and obtain the same 
figures as in Liliaceae, but smaller. After the first dividing stage 
of the mother-nucleus, a cell-plate is produced in the connecting 
threads, but again dissolved, while the nuclei prepare for a second 
division. The figure of the second division exactly resembles 
the first. The pairs of nuclei are joined by connecting threads. 
These four nuclei are arranged in the globular mother-cell at tiie 

four corners of a tetrahedron 
(Fig. 155, H). Because con- 
necting threads arise free in 
the cytoplasm in all direc- 
tions between the four nuclei, 
it follows, therefore, that to 
the two systems of connect- 
ing threads previously pre- 
sent four more are added. 
In these six systems cell- 
plates arise (B). These 
plates are clearly visible ; 
the connecting threads, however, are to be seen only in the mos^- 
favourable cases. The six ceU-plates have the form of quadrants 
of a circle ; they join one another in the interior of the mother- 
cell. Upon the thick wall of the mother-cell are produced six 
internal, somewhat projecting, ridges, and to these the cell-plates 
join with their outer edges. Cellulose walls are quickly formed 
in. the cell-plates, and thus the mother-cell is divided into four 
tetrahedrally arranged daughter-cells (A), These four ceils soon 
■obtain their own walls, and become free, while the wall of the 
mother-ceU is dissolved. . 

0. NUCLEAE DIVISION BT MICEOTOME METHODS. 

For more exact karyokinetic studies the above methods do not 
suffice. The objects to be studied must be properly selected, well 
hxed, embedded, sectionised in the microtome, and suitably stained. 
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Fio, 155 . — Hellehorus foetidus. Pollen 
mother-cells, at A in qnadripartition ; at B, 
after complete quadripartition ( x 540). 
[Three only visible ; the fourth is not in focus.] 


MIOBOTOMY : FIXING- AND WASHING 

How to carry oufe these processes constitutes one of the most im- 
portant branches of micro- technics, upon improvements in which 
recent cytological progress has been dependent.^ 

Fixing and Washing . — The first step consists in properly fixing 
and hardening the material ; the selected material being, as a rule, 
fixed as promptly as possible, so that the fixing fluid should 
preferably be taken into the field or garden. The best fluids thus 
far found for fixing the cell-contents of vegetable cells, though un- 
fortunately expensive, are those known as Flemnmu/s Fluids. 
These are mixtures, in various degrees of strength, of chromic, 
acetic and osmio acid, the strength depending upon the nature 
of the part to be fixed, and the extent to which it can be cut up 
before fixing. The weakest Elernming’s fluid- contains 0*25 per 
cent, chromic acid, OT per cent, osinic acid, and 0*1 per cent, acetic 
acid ; a somewhat) different but exceedingly efficient weak mixture 
consists in 60c.c. of 1 per cent, chromic acid, 8 c.c. of 2 per cent, 
osmic acid, and 4 c.c. glacial acetic acid, with 72 c.c. distilled 
water added. The strongest mixture consists of 15 parts 
by volume of 1 per cent, chromic acid, 4 parts of 2 per cent, 
osmio acid, and 1 part, or less, glacial acetic acid. The weakei* 
ffiiid is made use of specially for the smallest objects, and stronger 
in proportion to their size. As penetration is rather slow it is 
desirable that, wherever practicable, large objects should be cut up 
into the smallest possible pieces — e.g. ^ inch cubes, or less, or 
inch slices, or less — before placing in the fixing fluid ; and if cutting 
up is practicable, it is best to use the weakest fluid as above. A largo 
quantity of the fixing fluid should always be used, at least a 
hundredfold the bulk of the objects to be fixed. With small objects 
fixing is complete even after a few hours, with somewhat larger 
ones about a day. After complete fixing, the objects should be 

^ The staminal hairs of Tradescantia are not suited to this method 
of study. — [Ed.] 

Convenient solutions of these acids for use in the laboratory are 1 per cent, 
chromic, 1 per cent, acetic, and 2 per cent, osmic, this last being kept in the 
dark. From, these stock solutions any required strength can be made up. 

Osmio acid is an admirable fixing reagent, but has what is sometimes 
the disadvantage of producing a black or brown precipitate with oils, tannic 
acid, etc. In the present instance this is no disadvantage, but if it were, 
decolorising of even microtome sections without injury can be effected by 
means of a solution of 1 part peroxide of hydrogen in 10 to 25 parts of 70-80 
per cent, alcohol. Xylol, creosote, etc., if used in the mounting processes, 
may also decolorise them. — [E d.] 
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carefully washed in running water, so that all the fixing fluid is 
removed from them. For this purpose a glass crystallising dish 
with vertical walls may be used with success. This is covered 
with a sufficiently close-fitting glass disk, perforated at its centre 
by a circular hole. Through this central opening a thin stream of 
water must be conducted from the tap, and the overflow water 
passes through the same hole.^ The inflowing water washes the 
‘Objects about freely, but in spite of their energetic bath they do 
not leave the sides of the dish. 

Another fixing fluid, which usually answers very well, and 
p)enetrates the objects with comparative ease, besides having the 
advantage of being much cheaper, is G army's acetio alcohol^ a 
mixture of 3 volumes absolute alcohol and 1 volume glacial 
■acetic acid. For root-tips of Tradescantia Farmer and Shove re- 
commend a modification of this, consisting in 2 parts absolute 
:alcohoi and 1 part glacial acetic acid. The mixture is allowed 
to act for from fifteen to twenty minutes, and the acid is then 
washed out (as judged by smell) with absolute alcohol, and the 
material embedded as soon as possible. Another good fixing fluid 
recently introduced by duel is a mixture of 2 gr. zinc chloride, 2 c.c. 
glacial acetic acid, and 100 c.c. of 45-50 per cent, alcohol; in 
which the objects have to remain for about twenty-four hours. In 
■this case washing will be carried on with 45-50 per cent, alcohol, 
.and dehydrating effected by means of higher strengths. 

Dehydrating and Embedding .— an embedding medium, 
paraffin is best; but before it can be used, the material must be 
-deprived of water up to the last trace (dehydrated). This is done, 
gradually, with alcohoL After the fixing fluid has been completely 
removed by washing,” the material may be placed in alcohol 
of 50 per cent, strength, unless, indeed, the washing has itself been 
■effected by alcohol of higher strengths than this, as in the 
acetic alcohol methods of fixation. After two hours in 50 per 
•cent, alcohol, the material is transferred for the same length of 

^ In a somewbat similar appliance I have found it convenient to slip a 
couple of india-rubber bands over disk and cover, close on each side of the 
^central hole, whereby the cover is kept in place quite securely. This method 
is not so safe with filamentous algae. — [E d.] 

® For economy, a preliminary washing with strongest methylated spirit 
may be made. The utility of these mixtures is due to the extreme rapidity 
with which both acetic acid and alcohol penetrate the tissues, and the fact 
’that the shrinkage due to alcohol is compensated for by swelling due to acetio 
•acid. — [E d.] 
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time Hi;co?ssiveIy to 70 per cent., 80 per cent, and 95 per ceni. 
alcohol. In this last the material can be preserved, if need be. 
Duty-free alcoliol is now generally obtainable for English labora- 
tories ; but where this is not the case, or with private workers, 
tconomy may be sought by using methylated spirit up to the 
80 per cent, strength, or thereabouts, for the preparation of 
which a table will be found in Appendix III, Eor the higher 
strengths, absolute alcohol is essential, although the material 
may, with economy, be first placed in strongest methylated 
spirit. There is, of course, no special virtue in the exact 
grades of strength indicated ; but it is essential that the process 
of dehydration should be gradual. If we are dealing with very 
small objects, it is desirable, in order to avoid losing them, to 
fix, wash and dehydrate in Fair- 
child’s “perforated pail” (Fig. 

156), which can be obtained from 
Gerhardt’s at Bonn, price from 
4d. to 6d. It is a small perforated 
receptacle of unglazed porcelain, 
in which the object can remain 
while the fixing fluids, etc., act 
through the perforations. 

It is perhaps even better to use 
for fixing, washing and dehydrat- 
ing small glass cylinders, with 
ground-in ball-topped stoppers, 

-of a kind which are used for 
museum purposes, the most suit- 
able sizes being 3 to 8 c. high and 3*5 c. broad. After the object 
has been fixed in such a cylinder, using it as a bottle, the stopper 
is removed, and the mouth of the cylinder covered with fine 
muslin or gauze, which can be gummed and tied on. The cylinder 
can then be placed in a vessel with flowing water. After washing, 
the cylinder, without opening, can be transferred to the dehydrating 
fluid without shifting the object. 

Another very effective way of carrying out all the processes 
without rehandling the material is [En.] to use the double-bowled 
spoons which have come into use in recent years as tea-infusers. 
These can be obtained electro-plated, and with perforations no 
larger than very fine pin-holes (H. J. Cooper's patent, “ Unicus,’' 
No. 2b 
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Out of the 96 per cent, alcohol the objects must be laid for art 
hour or two in absolute alcohol, and care must be taken that this 
alcohol is to all intents and purposes free of water. This can be 
best secured by adding to commercial absolute alcohol some sul- 
phate of copper which has been thoroughly dehydrated anew by 
ealcining.i The object is thence transferred to a mixture of half 
absolute alcohol, half chloroform, in which it will at first float, 
but must ultimately sink. In some cases this may take a fairly 
long time, but then, and not till then, we may transfer it to pure 
chloroform. After complete saturation in this, that is for pieces 
of tissue in not less than twenty-four hours, the object is placed in 
a glass box or a porcelain basin with chloroform to which a few 
shreds of paraffin of melting-point 45® C. have been added. This 
vessel is placed in a warm chamber, paraffin oven or water bath, 
heated to about 55° C., and left there for one or two days, or, if 
the object is not very permeable, for even longer. From this solu- 
tion the object is placed in pure melted paraffin of 45° 0. melting- 
point, remaining therein in a warm chamber for about a day, then 
transferred to paraffin of 52° C. melting-point for one or two days 
— in all cases long enough to be completely satm'ated. The fluid 
paraffin and the object are now turned into a sufficiently small 
vessel, for example, a small box ” or trough made of folded 
writing-paper, or a watch-glass which has been previously smeared 
with glycerine.^ An attempt is made to place the object in the 
most suitable position, or, if there are a number, to distribute 
them in the paraffin, and this is then rapidly solidified. This can 
be effected by plunging the small vessel into cold water. If watch- 
glasses are used for the purpose, they should first be floated on 
the cold water, and only immersed when the surface of the paraffin 
has set. Smearing the watch-glass with glycerine enables the 
hardened paraffin to he easily separated from it. It is desirable 
always to keep paraffin of 52° 0, melting-point in a glass beaker 
in the warm chamber, and thus at all times to have it fluid for use ; 
and one can then use just so much as is necessary to produce a 
proper distribution of the objects in the watch-glass. A watch-glass 
can even be filled with such paraffin, and the objects taken singly 
^ out of the paraffin in which they were impregnated, and at once 

1 1 find it convenient to enclose this in a piece of glass tubing, plugged at 
each end with ootton-wooL — [E d.] 

2 The small porcelain troughs used for moist water-colour paints, well 
smeared with glycerine, are excellent for this purpose. — [E d.] 
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; suitably arranged m this new quantity of paraffin. We then cut 

the paraffin into small cubes or rectangular prisms. The paraffin 
cubes or prisms piepared in this way are fused to a large block of 
paraffin by means of a hot needle. This large block will be of such 
size as lends itself to ready fixing in the object holder of the micro- 
tome, and is high enough to enable suitable sections to be cut. 
The microtome razor must be fairly parallel to a side of the 
angular paraffin block in which the object is contained. If, how- 
ever, as with such embedded preparations only quite exceptionally 
happens, we cut, not with a cross but an obliquely-fixed razor, 
then the paraffin containing the preparation should be cut in the 
form of a three-sided prism, and care taken that the side next the 
razor should be arranged parallel to it. 

The transfer from alcohol to paraffin through the intermediary 
; i of chloroform has been proved best for our purposes ; but on the 

other hand cedar oil has been specially recommended, and has the 
advantage of great simplicity. For usual use we take not the 
thickened oil needed for an immersion fluid for homogeneous 
objectives, but the ordinary cedar oil often quoted in price lists as 
; ‘‘ for clearing Some cedar oil is put into a small cylinder, and 

absolute alcohol floated carefully upon it. The object is now 
transferred from absolute alcohol into that which forms a layer 
over the cedar oil, and slowly sinks through it into this latter. 
The alcohol is then carefully poured or pipetted oil again from 
the cedar oil, and the object either transferred for half an hour 
into half-and-half cedar oil and paraffin, and thence into pure 
I paraffin, or else laid at once in pure paraffin. Most objects 

1 admit of this simplification in treatment, and even the transfer at 

I once into paraffin of the higher melting-point. In this they will 

be already impregnated after about three hours, and after cooling 
. will be ready to cut. 

Any double-walled warm chamber, such as is used as a dry- 
ing chamber, or for culture experiments, can be used as a paraffin 
; oven. The space between the two vraiis is filled with water, into 

which, or into the oven, a “thermo-regulator** or “thermostat’* 
projects, which regulates the passage of gas to the flame found 
under the apparatus. Such ovens are made by many scientific 
apparatus makers. 

A very reliable double- walled chamber, by Jung of Heidelberg, 
; which is equally valid as a drying oven or for use with paraffin, 

is illustrated in the adjoining Fig. 157. It is made of sheet 
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copper, 26 c. long, 18 c. deep, 24 c. higii, and can be bung 
upon a wall by means of the iron band and ring. It is provided 
with a glass door, gas tubes (a, 5) and a nickel-plated micro-burner, 
with mica chimney {L). The space between the double walls is 
filled with water. The roof of the oven has three openings ; in 
that farthest to the left a thermometer (t) is inserted, which dips 
into the water between the walls, and gives its temperature. 



Fig. 157.— Paraffin oven and warm chamber, Jung *s Heidelberg model, No. 292. 

For description, see text. 

Another thermometer (t) passes clear through the roof into the 
chamber itself, and gives the temperature there; but for our 
purposes this is not necessary, the temperature of the water jacket 
sufficing, while the thermometer itself occupies valuable space, 
and is liable to be broken. We will therefore do without this second 
thermometer, closing the aperture with a well-fitting cork. Into 
a third opening is placed an automatic thermo-regulator (i^), the 
mercury bulb of which is immersed in the water jacket. The gas 
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passes from the supply pipe through the hollow stopper of this 
thermo-reguiator, and then, in the case illustrated (Eeichert's), 
passes out in a fine continuous supply through a pin-hole in the 
side of this stopper, and a much larger intermittent supply through 
the open bottom end of the stopper, this intermittent supply de- 
pending upon whether the mercury in the thermostat expands 
sufficiently, with heat, to cut the current off, or contracts suffici- 
ently, with cooling, to let it pass; the resulting supply passing 
thence to the burner by means of the passage tube projecting 
horizontally opposite to in the figure. When the loy^er, and 
main, supply from the thermo-regulator is cut off, that which passes 
permanently through the pin-hole (as a by-pass suffices to 
keep the fiame alight. By means of a screw working in another 
horizontal arm to the thermo-regulator (shown above the letter a) 
mercury can be displaced in the thermo-regulator so as to open or 
olose the lower gas-opening at any desired temperature, as seen 
by the thermometer i ; and thus the main gas supply can be kept 
automatically regulated at that temperature. If the chamber 
rises above the given temperature, the main gas supply is cut off 
by the expanded mercury closing the aperture, and the flame 
goes down ; should the temperature fall the opening is again freed, 
more gas passes, and the flame goes up. This kind of thermo- 
regulator is very sensitive.^ 

With an obliquely-placed razor only single sections can be 
taken ; with a straight razor a series of successive paraffin sections 
^an be cut, as the paraffin sheets will come into contact, and cling 
by their edges into a continuous riband. If the razor is properly 
.arranged and sharp, the sections should not be pressed together, 
that is, they should preserve approximately the same cross- 
section which the paraffin cube itseK shows. Should the sections 
<curl up, this arises either from the too great hardness of the 
paraffin, or the too great thickness of the sections, or the two 
combined. In general the riband slides readily from the razor, 
.or if any slight disturbance arises, the band may be eased by a 
curved needle (such as Big. 158, B), or a semi-lancet-shaped needle 
(Fig. 158, A), The curved needle also serves to remove the riband, 
which can then be cut into pieces of suitable length by means of 
a very narrow scalpel (Fig. 158, 0), It is very desirable to provide 
large cover-glasses,*^ so that the band need not be cut into too 

use heavy machine oil as a jacket instead of water, — [Ed.] 

2 Size X 5 inch. 
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short sections. If the band should be somewhat crumpled, it can 
be laid on the back of the hand, and drawn with the needle 
towards one end. The warmth of the hand and the slight 
resistance which it offers facilitate the straightening of the band. 

It is now necessary to fasten the paraffin sections, or series of 
sections, upon the object-slide. We can do this either with water. 



Fig. 158. — A , semi-lancet ; JB, curved needle ; (7, small scalpel. 

or with glycerine albumen, or with a combination of both methods. 
Pure dust-free water is slightly warmed in a shallow porcelain 
dish, and the sections placed upon this with the needle. They 
spread out on this water very beautifully, and are lifted out of it 
by the object-slide being pushed underneath. They are then 
allowed to dry in the air, and laid for about an hour or longer 
on a shelf in a paraffin oven or else in a warm chamber such as 
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that figured upon page 450. The paraffin is afterwards dissolved 
ill turpentine dr xylol, while the sections of the object remain ad- 
hering to the object-slide. If fixing to the object-slide with 
glycerine albumen is preferred, a mixture of equal parts egg- 
aibumen and glycerine is used, the solution being filtered. If a 
piece of camphor is put in, it will keep for some weeks.^ It is 
placed on the object-slide in only very small quantity, and rubbed 
smooth with the bah of the hand, forming thus an unrecognisable 
layer. The sections are now laid on it, and pressed with a dry 
camel-hair brush, or the dry finger, or a quite dust-free piece of 
linen. The object-slide is then warmed over a flame till the paraffin 
begins to melt, and this latter is then removed, just as in the 
other case, with turpentine or xylol. The combination of the 
two methods consists in rubbing the glycerine-albumen on the 
object-slide, and then pouring on a little warm distilled water. 
On this water, which may again be slightly warmed, the sections 
are floated and arranged, and after they are properly spread out, 
the water taken up with blotting-paper, the preparation dried in 
the air and warmed over a flame. It has also been advised, after 
rubbing on the glycerine-albumfn, to coagulate the albumen in 
the warm chamber at about 70'’ C., then pour on the water, 
transfer the sections, and warm the water slightly until the 
sections have spread out quite smoothly. Then remove the 
water with blotting-paper, and dry the preparation in air or in 
a warm chamber at about 30*’ to 85° G. Similarly pure albumen 
has been used. This is shaken up for a considerable time with 
ten times its bulk of water, filtered, spread out on the object-slide 
by means of a glass rod, and allowed to dry in a vertical position. 
The microtome sections are laid on water at 40° C. in a large 
dish, a prepared object-slide pushed flat under them, and the 
sections lifted out. They are then dried at 35° C., the paraffin 
removed with xylol, and this latter with absolute alcohol. 

The Compound Microtome, — While, until recently, microscopic 
sections were almost always cut with the hand, and of microtomes, 
at any rate, only the simple hand microtomes were in use, now the 
compound microtome is found in all botanical laboratories. Every 
one, therefore, who wishes to work with success in the higher 
reaches of histology must now acquire a knowledge of its mani- 
pulation. The number of good microtomes manufactured by 



^ Or a few drops of carbolic acid can be added before filtering. 
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various mechanicians is now very large. Most of them have their 
partisans, and most workers tend to declare that microtome the 
best to which they theLnselves are accustomed. In construction 
the different microtomes which are now in use are distinguished 
from one another in that with some the razor and the object to 
be cut move on approximately horizontal slides, in the others 
there is a horizontal carrier for the razor and a vertical one for 
the object, and with stiU others the razor is fixed and the object 
is carried against it. 

For some years we have used the Thom a- Jung sliding micro- 
tome, ^ and have found that it has thus far answered ail the 
demands which we have made upon it. These microtomes do 
not work so rapidly as many others, but in respect of certainty of 
action, and the uniformity in thickness of successive sections, can 
scarcely be surpassed. Owing to the complicated structure and 
dfficulties in use of this and other large microtomes, we will confine 
ourselves to a single pattern, issued at a not too high price ; pre- 
mising, however, that there are others which work equally well, 
and some possibly even more perfectly. It is naturally best to 
learn the art of manipulating ,|b microtome under the practical 
guidance of a teacher, as mere descriptions are a very poor aid. 

The Booking Microtome , — The microtome most used in Great 
Britain is perhaps the new Eocking Microtome, made by the 
Cambridge Scientific Instrument Company, which is illustrated in 
the adjoining Fig. 159, where its construction is readily recognis- 
able. Upon a massive base plate are two strong uprights, made 
in the same casting ; that upon the left hand serving to carry, by 
means of clamps, the blade of an ordinary razor, while that rather 
more to the right serves as a fulcrum for a lever with a long hori- 
zontal arm and a short vertical arm. The end of the horizontal arm 
is moved upwards by a screw ; thus the upper end of the short 
vertical arm is moved towards the razor, but by a less amount than 
the vertical movement given by the screw. The upper end of the 
vertical arm of the lever forms the fulcrum of the rocking arm which 
carries the object to be cut. By means of the handle at the extreme 
right an adjustable pawl is actuated which engages the teeth of the 
milled head of the vertical screw, the amount of movement, and 
consequently the thickness of the section, depending upon the 

^The Thoma-Jung microtomes can be obtained through W. & J. George, 
Limited (successors to Becker & Oo.), London and Birmingham. 
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number of teeth the pawl had been adjusted to miss. The rocking 
arm carries the object embedded in its paraffin block, fused on to 
a permanent paraffin block contained in a tube clamped to the 
rocking arm itself ; and the same movement which, in its last stage, 
actuates the pawl also lowers the rocking arm by means of a cord, 
and carries its paraffin end upwards past the razor ; while in its 
recovery, brought about by a strong spring, the object to be cut 
is thrust against the razor edge, and the section is cut. The 
thickness of the sections is easily adjusted, and is read by a 
pointer and graduated arc ; each division on the arc is ximr 


In the latest pattern the object in its upward movement can- 
not touch the razor, as by means of a simple device it is drawn 
backwards before the upward movement begins. By this means 



the exposed surface of the specimen cannot be damaged by being 


rubbed past the edge of the razor, the section is not torn, or the 
formation of the ribbon interfered with. 

Other improvements over the original pattern are^ — increased 
rigidity, a catch for holding the object above the edge of the razor, 
and an improved method of fixing the cord to the lever. 

The advice of the makers as to use is that any thoroughly good 
razor can be used, and the object to be cut should be embedded 
in hard paraffin, melting at about 55° 0. The block .containing ! 

the object should then be fixed to the paraffin contained in the I 

object“holder of the microtome, by gently melting the surfaces. 

The sides of the block must now be cut so that the opposite sides 
are parallel ; it is then dipped into melted soft paraffin, that is, 
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paraffin with alow melfcing-poiiit (about 48° 0»)j so that it is 
coated all over, the object of which is to secure the cohesion of 
the successive sections. The coating of soft paraffin is then re- 
moved from two opposite sides, and if necessary the thickness is 
reduced on the other two sides. Unless the sides are flat and the 
coating of soft paraffin is very thin, the sections will not form a 
good ribbon. The object-holder with the block attached is now 
ready to be replaced on the microtome, care being taken that the 
coated sides of the block are above and below, so that one of the 
coated sides shall first come into contact with the edge of the razor. 
The microtome will now cut sections adhering together and forming 
a ribbon. The largest section which can be cut is 20 mm. in dia» 
meter. 

In spite of its comparatively low price 15s.^), the Booking 
Microtome makes beautiful series of sections. A disadvantage 
which it has in comparison with some microtomes is that, inasmuch 
as the rocking arm moves through an arc, the section cut is not a 
true plane but a portion of a cylindrical sheet, and therefore is, 
even if only slightly, curved. Bor most small histological objects 
this, however, does not matter, and hence its wide use in botanical 
laboratories. 

Material embedded in paraffin is usually cut in series of sections, 
with razor set square, its edge acting chisel- wise. The quality 
of the cutting edge is therefore of the highest importance, if very 
thin sections are to be cut with regularity. While any ‘‘ thoroughly 
good’’ razor can be used, the ordinary sectionising razors used 
for hand work are quite unreliable, and it is better to have razors, 
which may be quite short blades only, for this special purpose. 
Those of Henking2 are very highly recommended. They are 
made in two thicknesses, a and b. 

Microtome and razors must be kept scrupulously clean. The 
working parts of the former should be oiled with best jeweller’s 
oil. 

Staining Microtome Sections , — The staining method which has 
hitherto proved best for the cell-contents of vegetable objects in 

^ With a razor and simple orientating object-holder, by means of which 
the material to be out can be adjusted [in respect to the razor, the price is 
£4 2s. 6d. 

^Henking’s razors can be obtained through any good instrument firm 
or direct from Wilhelm Walb, Heidelberg, Hauptstrasse 5, No. 16 in his list, 
at M. 6*50 ; a sheath to contain two razors is M. 2*50. 
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microtome sectioBS adhering to an object-slide is Flemming’s triple 
staining with safranin-gentianwiolet-orange, commonly known as 
Flemming’s orange method. Three colours come into use in it, 
this being the greatest number which hitherto have, with any 
advantage, been combined in the same object. These colours are 
not mixed, but used consecutively, and each of them requires a 
definite duration of action, and suitable subsequent treatment. « 
Objects which have been fixed with Flemming’s solution, or other 
similar fluids containing chromic acid, always give very good results 
with this staining ; but with alcohol material, on the other hand, 
only after the sections fixed on the object-slide have first been 
soaked in 1 per cent, chromic acid. The object-slide with the 
sections is for this purpose left for twenty-four hours in the 
chromic acid, then transferred to pure water and there left to 
wash for two hours. Under no circumstances, however, will the 
staining proceed unless all the paraffin has been removed from the 
section by washing in turpentine and afterwards in absolute alcohol. 

The objects must be laid for a day, in some cases longer,^ in a 
dark alcoholic solution of safranin. For this purpose one uses a 
concentrated solution of safranin in alcohol, to which an equal 
volume of water and a little aniline water have been added. The 
sections are then treated with alcohol, and then with alcohol to 
which OT per cent, hydrochloric acid is added, and then again 
washed with pure alcohol. The washing, especially with acid, 
must be careful, in order that too much safranin be not removed 
from the sections. In general the needful degree of decolorising 
is very quickly attained. The object-slide is then placed for about 
three to five minutes, under some circumstances, however, much 
longer, in a dark (concentrated) watery solution of gentian- violet. 

It is then rapidly washed in water, or can be transferred direct to 
a dark (concentrated) watery solution of orange Gr.^ which is 
allowed to act for one or at most two minutes. The sections are 
again washed in absolute alcohol, and the washing continued in oil 
of cloves for so long as blue clouds of gentian colour come out of 
the section, when it is finally mounted in Canada balsam dissolved 
in xylol, and covered with a cover-glass. Care must be taken 
that not more Canada balsam is placed under the cover-glass than 
will occupy the given space. That only thin cover-glasses must 
he used goes without saying, bearing in mind the high powers we 

^ Flemming recommends two or three days. — [E d,] 

One of Griibler^s stains. 
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shall wish to examine the preparation with; and it is well to- 
obtain extra large cover-glasses whereby proportionately longer 
series of sections may be covered. 

The critical matter in this method of staining is to determine 
the exact point at which staining or decolorising should be stopped. 
Hence the length of action of the separate stains, and of their sub- 
sequent washings out, must be found by experiment for each object. 
It differs for each according to the nature of the object and the 
method of fixing. While, for example, for staining the contents 
of certain pollen mother-cells in process of division the duration 
recommended above for staining, washing, dehydrating and clear- 
ing holds good; on the other hand, with sections through the 
oogonia of Fucus we have obtained the best results with safranin 
staining for only half an hour, gentian violet ten minutes, and orange 
G. staining for one minute. Staining in orange G. must follow 
washing in water, and cannot come directly after treatment with 
alcohol. If absolute alcohol is used at this stage the complete 
removal of the gentian-violet will result.— If this triple staining 
has been successful, the different constituents of the protoplasm; 
are stained in different fashions, thus materially aiding their 
differentiation, — As vessels for staining, small beakers can be used, 
each of suitable size and depth to take one object-slide, and this 
independent treatment of each object-slide has advantages. [Or 
a number of slides can be stained together by placing one glass 
crystallising dish within another of suitable size, weighting down 
the inner one, e.^., with shot or sand, and filling the space between 
the two with the staining fluid. It is safest to place the slides- 
section-face outwards. If the crystallising dishes have lips, these 
can serve as starting-points in the placing and recognition of the 
several object-slides. Several such crystallising dishes can be 
placed within one another, the central one only being weighted.. 
This method also economises the staining material.] 

In purchasing stains it is of great importance to get those which 
work correctly, and hence to obtain them from a firm who are ac- 
quainted with the scientific needs of microtechnics.^ The best 
micro-stains are those prepared by Dr. G. Griibler & Co. of Leipzig.. 

Special advantage is often derived from staining with Heiden- 
hain’s iron alum-haematoxylin, the method used being as follows 

^ Messrs. Southall Bros. <fc B^lay, Manufacturing Chemists and Scientificf 
Instrument Makers of Birmingham, have undertaken to keep Griibler’s stains. 
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Aftex the sections iiaye been freed from paraffin by means of 
xylol, and of xylol by use of absolute alcohol, and the darkening 
due to osmic acid has been reduced by a longer or shorter stay in 
turpentine, and this last again removed by absolute alcohol, the sec- 
tions are transferred for a few minutes to 95 per cent, alcohol, and 
thence to distilled water, in which they are washed. The sections 
are then laid in a 2 per cent, watery solution of Heidenhain’s am- 
monium sulphate of iron (one of Grubler’s reagents), in which they 
can remain for a night, or up to twenty-four hours. This solution 
does not stain them, but acts as a mordant to the staining solution 
of hasmatoxylin. Now wash the sections in distilled water and place- 
them for twenty-four hours in a fairly old solution of haematoxylin 
made with ^ per cent, in 5 parts absolute alcohol to 100 parts 
water. After the action of the logwood the sections will appear 
deeply stained. They must now be thoroughly washed in tap- water,, 
and for the purpose of differentiation again placed in the 2 per cent, 
watery iron alum solution, which will remove a large part of the stain. 
This process of differentiation by decolorising had best be controlled 
under the microscope, and stopped when the chromosomes appear 
sharply defined ; the process being then stopped by transfer to run- 
ning tap- water, in which the slide can remain for a quarter of an 
hour or more. After this washing, dehydrate in 95 per cent, alcohol, 
then in absolute, then pass through xylol and mount in xylol 
Canada balsam. 

Nuclear Studies in Boot-tips , — The apices of roots are specially 
suited for practice in micro-technics, and for the study at the same 
time of nuclear and cell-division. The h. 0 TBe-hea,n^ Vicia Faba, is 
very suitable, since material can be obtained at any time in the 
year. It suffices to lay the beans for a few hours in warm water, 
then set them in damp sawdust in a warm place. They germinate 
at once, and in from two to four days the roots will be ready to fix. 
For this purpose the second of the two weak Flemming’s fluids 
mentioned on page 445 should be chosen, the tips of the roots being 
cut off at not more than 6 mm. from the apices. After the manipu- 
lation described above is complete, the root-tips should be so em- 
bedded in paraffin as to offer themselves for the truest possible 
longitudinal sectioniaing. In the preparations when ready it will 
not take long to find nuclear and cell-divisions. These offer them- 
selves essentially as in the somewhat diagrammatised arrangement 
of Fig. 160, which shows the sequence of events. 

The figure shows as in 1 a nucleus still resting, provided with 
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one or more nucleoli (n), from the fine network of which the thicker 
and shorter nuclear thread (ok) of 2 is separated out. At the 
same time the chromatic contents, and with it also the capacity for 
staining, increase ; yet it can be determined that it is only the con- 
secutive chromatin disks of the thread which show strong staining 
powers, and that they are connected together by bridges of unstained 
linin. From this arises the cross-striation of the nuclear thread 
which shows more or less clearly in many places. After this the 
nuclear thread falls into a definite number of segments, the chromo- 
somes (8 and 4). These now approach towards the plane of division, 
in order to form the so-called nuclear plate or equatorial plate (5) ; 
but before this the nucleoli and the nucleolar membrane have dis- 
appeared. Bach chromosome has undergone longitudinal eleav- 
age (6), though this is only recognisable with the most successful 
fixing and staining. The two longitudinal halves of each chromo- 
some, the daughter chromosomes, now separate from one another 
in opposite directions, so as to form the rudiments of the daughter 
nuclei (7-9). While all these processes take place in the nuclear 
thread, other differentiations in the cell-body become recognisable. 
At the time when the nuclear thread becomes shortened, disen- 
tangles itself, and falls into the separate chromosomes, cytoplasmic 
threads invest the nuclear membrane, and surround it with a fibrous 
sheath. With favourable action of the three stains we have used, 
this fibrous layer will show a violet coloration, while the rest of 
the cytoplasm is brown. These fibrillse represent a particularly 
active constituent of the cytoplasm, which may be distinguished as 
kinoplasm, and stand out prominently in the processes of division 
alike of the nucleus and of the general cell-body. The fibrous 
layer quickly becomes raised from two opposing sides of the nuclear 
wall (2, w), and thus forms the polar caps (2, p). Homogeneous, 
•delicate fibrillae become recognisable in these which stream 
pole- wards. The polar caps elongate and become pointed, whereby 
their fibrillas become arranged into two converging polar bundles (3), 
While the nucleolus now becomes dissolved, and the nuclear mem- 
brane disappears, the fibrillse of the polar caps become prolonged 
into the nuclear cavity (4). Some now attach themselves to the chro- 
mosomes, while of the others the equatorial ends come into union, 
so that they run as uninterrupted threads from one pole to the other. 
In this way arises the nuclear spindle (4). Those spindle fibres 
which attach themselves to the chromosomes are traction fibres, 
those running from pole to pole are supporting fibres. The traction 
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fibres, after they have taken hold of the chromosomes, bring these 
into the equatorial plane (5, 6). The separation of the daughter chro- 
mosomes, which arise from the longitudinal splitting of the mother 
chromosomes (7, 8), may be due to the contraction of the traction 
fibres. The daughter chromosomes are thus assisted in the direc- 
tion of the spindle poles. The supporting fibres give the necessary 
resistance for this process. In the rudimentary daughter nuclei 
the free ends of the chromosomes soon become bent inwards (9),. 


Fig. 160. — Successive stages iu nuclear and cell-division in an embryonic tissue in. 
tbe neighbourhood of a growing point. {Somewhat diagrammatic.) w, nucleolus ; /?, 
polar caps ; w, nuclear membrane ; c^, nuclear thread ; s, spindle fibres ( x about 600). 

and tbe surrounding cytoplasm forms a limiting layer towards the 
rudimentary nncleus and forms the nuclear membrane (11), In- 
side the rudimentary nucleus, the chromosomes become joined into 
a network, the chromosomes being unrecognisable, though probably 
retaining their individuality ; the nuclear rudiment grows larger, one 
or more nucleoli appear, while the extra-nuclear muleoli disappear 
in the cytoplasm ; and the daughter nucleus now enters upon a 
resting phase (c./. fig. 161). 
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Specialised centres of attraction (centrosomes) at the poles of 
the nuclear spindle have not been proved to exist in the higher 
plants ; they are, however, universal in animals, and are present in 
the lower members of the vegetable kingdom. 

Our preparation of Vicia Faba enables us also to readily follow 
the progress of cell-division, which, in the higher plants, is associated 
with nuclear division. Between the separating chromosomes, the 
supporting fibres, extending from pole to pole, continue as con- 
necting fibres (8, 9). By the interpolation of new connecting fibres 
their number is increased, especially in the neighbourhood of the 
equator (10). They ultimately form a barrel-shaped body, the 
threads of which soon swell rodwise in the equatorial plane, so as 
to form the cell-plate (11). This extends on all sides to the mother- 
<ceU wall, so that the primary membrane which arises from the cell- 
plate divides the mother-cell at once into two daughter-cells (12). 
Immediately afterwards the division wall of cellulose is formed 
within, and splitting, the primary membrane. 

For comparison with Fig. 154, in which the karyokinetic figures 
in pollen mother-cells of Fritillaria are illustrated, as shown by the 
acetic methyl-green method, we introduce here, in Fig. 161, similar 
but more complete figures derived from LiUwn Martagon, as dis- 
played by the methods just described, that is fixing with chromos- 
mium-acetic acid, embedding in paraffin, sectionising with the 
microtome, and staining with the triple stain. 

All the processes of nuclear division which show an internal 
iihread-like differentiation are collected together under the term 
indirect or mitotic division^ as opposed to the direct division, 
which consists in a simple constriction of the nucleus. Such direct 
nuclear division is often found in the older cells of higher plants, 
and as an exceptional case in the actively growing intemodal cells 
of the OharacesB (Stoneworts). 

Direct Nuclear Division. — ^For the observation of direct or 
‘amitotic nuclear division in older cells the older internodes of 
Tradescantia virginica are especially suited. A longitudinal sec- 
tion, examined in water, shows them usually in considerable 
number (Fig. 162, A). The nuclei show the same internal struc- 
ture as before, but are, however, more or less irregularly constricted 
into sections of various size and form. If the constriction is uni- 
lateral, the nucleus appears kidney-shaped ; with constriction all 



Fig. 161. — Lilium Martagon, Division of the pollen mother-cells, a to /, first 
division ; g to i, second division, a, the chromosome-pairs distributed over the nuclear 
membrane, between them the rounded nucleolus j 5, multipolar origin of the nuclear 
spindle ; c, complete bipolar nuclear spindle, the chromosome-pairs attached to the 
spindle fibres as an equatorial nuclear plate ; d, the nuclear plate in polar view ; 
separation of the two chromosomes of each pair, and formation of V-shaped figures by 
the longitudinal splitting of the daughter chromosomes ; f, rudiments of the daughter 
nuclei, and formation of the cell-plate in the connecting fibres ; g, nuclear spindles 
and nuclear plates of the daughter-cells as seen on the right in lateral, on the left in 
polar, view ; K separation of the daughter chromosomes, as seen on the right in polar, 
on the left in lateral, view j i, rudiments of the granddaughter nuclei and of the cell- 
plates in the connecting fibres. The grains distributed in the cytoplasm in c, e, /, A, 
and i are extra-nuclear nuclei, derived probably from surplus nucleoluiar material. The 
figures will show that the two rapidly successive divisions of the nucleus to form the 
four pollen grains are somewhat unlike, and also unlike what is to be seen in other 
tissues. The first of the two divisions has been called heterotypic, the second homeo- 
typic, while both can be contrasted with the typical division of vegetative tissues as 
atypic ( X 750). 
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aronnd, it shows as a figure of 8, or perhaps irregularly lobed. . In 
many cases the segments have completely separated, and lie either 
in contact or more or less remote. The number of the nuclear 
segments thus found in one cell can amount to eight or ten. They 
are of various sizes. The nuclei in course of constriction are to be 
found in almost all the elements in the section, most easily in the 
parenchyma of the central cylinder. The nuclei can be fixed very 
quickly with acetic methyl-green (Fig. 162, B), and are then very 
sharply defined. 

Intercellular Connection of Protoplasts , — As a last study we will 
use our most powerful objective in order to obtain insight into a 


Pig, 162 , — Tmdesamtm vwginica. Nuclei of older internodes in direct division. 

A, during lifej B, after treatment with acetic methyl-green ( x 540). 

relationship the determination of which is of the highest importance 
to a collective conception of the plant body ; we mean the union of 
protoplasts by means of plasmic threads, whereby multicellular 
organisms of the vegetable kingdom also can become co-ordinated 
into connected living entities. 

The Mistletoe {Yiscwn album) provides the most suitable object 
for this investigation ; the method consisting in fixing the cell-con- 
tents, swelling the cell- walls, and staining the plasmic threads. For 
the purpose we select internodes which are quite fully developed, 
yet not too old, and prepare surface sections. Commencing with 
the epidermis, we take a few consecutive sections from the same 
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spot; tliese primary cortex. The moment 

it is cut, each section should be laid in 1 per cent, osmic acid, in 
which it. should remain from five to seven minutes; afterwards 
being washed in water, and transferred to an iodine solution com- 
posed of Q'2 per cent, iodine dissolved in 1*64 per cent, solution 
of potassium iodide. After remaining in this twenty to thirty 
minutes, the sections should be placed for at least half an hour 
(sometimes up to twenty-four hours) in a M per cent., or even 
stronger, solution of sulphuric acid ; and finally into a 25 per 
cent, solution of sulphuric acid which has been saturated with 
iodine and has had added to it 
a drop of Meyer's pyoktanin solu- 
tion.^ After about five minutes 
in this the sections should be 
sufficiently stained for observa- 
tion, and may be transferred for 
the purpose to glycerine. If the 
walls are sufficiently swollen by 
the sulphuric acid, and the 
staining of the plasmio threads 
has been successful, the selected 
sections lend themselves well 
to study. Alike the surface view 
of the epidermis (especially if 
this is examined inner side 
upwards), but above all the 
sections through the inner pri- 
mary cortex, show exceedingly swelling of the walls (m). The closing 
delicate, deeply blue-stained, membrane of the pit is traversed by plas- 
plasmie threads in the swollen n, nuekn.s 

closing membranes of the pits, 

by which the protoplasts of neighbouring ceUs are connected to- 
gether. These connecting plasmie threads we will call plasmo- 
desms.^ Fig. 163 shows their distribution in the wall of a cortical 
cell of Yisetm album , — Should the mistletoe not be available, 
similar results may be attained by like treatment of the cortex of 

^Meyer’s pyoktanin solution is made with 1 gram of pyoktanin cceru- 
leum, as sold by E. Merck, of Darmstadt, dissolved in 30 o.c. water. Pyok- 
tanin is a very pure methyl violet. 

^Plasmodesmen, plasmie bonds, a term introduced by Strasburger in 
1901 .— [Ed.] 



Pig. 163. — A cell from the corUx of 
Mistletoe ( Vismm album) after suitable iix- 
ing and staining of the protoplasts .an<l 
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species of Fir {Abies), — -According to Meyer only very thin sections 
are advantaged by swelling.— If * precipitates form upon the surface 
of the sections, remove with a soft sable brush. 

On account of the great ease with which it permits the plasmo- 
desms to be brought to view, the endosperm of the vegetable ivory 
nut {Fhytelephas maorocarpa) should also be studied ; these palm 
seeds are much used in manufacture, and can readily be procured. 
As the tissue of this endosperm is very hard, great care must be 
exercised in using the razor, and small sections should suffice, 

s Examined under the microscope, 

gig these show a well-known struc- 
|| j ture, the same, in fact, as that oi 

stone of the date-palm re- 
- ferred to on page 73. If these 

'"{(ii '/■ j/' sections are laid for a consider- 

^ V.. able timein dilute watery solution 

\ safranin, or of pyoktanin, and 

/. 1 examined in glycerine, the 

\ I J stainedplasmodesms can be easily 

® distinguished within the closing 
(T ^ membrane of the pits (Fig. 164). 

Fig. 164.--^, a slightly swolleii piece plasmodesms traverse the 

of cell-wall from the endosperm of the vege- , . . . , ^ 

•table ivory palm ^ 

At 5 and 5 are the coincident pit-canals of form, SO much the more strongly 
two adjoining cells, filled with e 3 d;oplasm, arched as they are farther re« 
and in the closing membrane are the deli- the centre. Be- 

cate plasmodesms; while other plasmo- 

desms ipl) traverse the entire thickness of Sides these plasmodesms of the 
the cell-wall ( x 375). B, contents of the closing membrane, the endosperm 
two coincident pit-canals, and the plasmo- ^^te showS also Others 

■desms of the closing membrane, without , . , . .. • i 

prior swelUng(x 1500). O. faU-taoe view which traverse the entire thick- 

-of a pit-canal, and of the plasmodesm of neSS of the wall (A, pi). The 
the closing membrane { x 1500). identification of these is propor- 

tionately more difficult, and is made possible by snitable staining 
after the wall has been slightly swollen by the action of dilute 
sulphuric acid impregnated with iodine. In this way it will be seen 
that the peripheral cell-layers in the endosperm of Fhytelephas show 
almost exclusively those plasmic connections which pass through 
the whole thickness of the waU ; while the inner layers show also 
the pit connections as described. Where the section has so out a 
wall that the pit is shown in surface, or full-face view, good staining 
of the sections may show the plasmodesms of the pit as a circular 
coUeotipi]^ of coloured points or striae (G). . 



APPENDIX I. 

ENGLISH AND METRIC WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following may be useful as an approximate transfer table. 


Metric, 

Length. 

English. 

1 millimetre (mm.) 


= -ir inch. 

1 centimetre (cm.) = 

10 mm. . 

= 1 inch. 

1 decimetre (dm.) = 

100 mm. . 

~ 4 inches. 

1 metre = 

1,000 mm. . 

= 39J inches. 

English. 


Metric. 

1 inch 

• * • • ■ 

= 25 mm. 

1 foot 


= 305 mm. or 30| cm. 

1 yard 

. 

= 0-91 metre. 


Microscopic measurements of size are usually reckoned in micro -milli- 
metres, represented by tbe Greek letter /x. 1 /a is of a millimetre, and 

therefore is approximately of an inch. 

Weight. 

Metric, English, 

1 gramme = 15^ grains. 

1 kilogram. = 1,000 gram. • . . = 32 oz. Troy. 

„ „ , . , = 35 J oz. Avoirdupois. 

English, Metric, 

1 oz. Troy . . • . * = 31 gram. 

1 oz. Avoirdupois . . • . = 28 gram. 

1 lb. „ . . . • • = 450 gram. 

Capacity ANB Weight. 

Metric, English. 

1 gram. = 1 cubic centimetre (c.c.) . = 15| grains. 

1 litre =1,000 gram, or 1,000 c.c. or 1 kilog. = 35i oz. Avoird. or 

32 oz. Troy. 

English, Metric, 

1 pint = 20 oz. Avoirdupois . . = 567^ c.c. or 667^ gram. 

English 
If pint. ,, 

Metric,' 

5671 '6.0. 

4 J litres. 

28|- litres. 

16J- c.c. 


Capacity (Voeumb). 

Metric, 

1 litre = 1000 c.c. = 1 cubic decimetre = 
English. 

1 pint = 36 cubic inches • . - 

1 gallon = 8 pints . * . = 

I cubic foot = 6 gallons • . . = 

1 cubic inch 
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LIST OF PLANTS AND MATEEIALS USED FOR STUDY. 

The part of the plant required is carefully indicated in this list; likewise 
the state in which it should be taken, and the period at which it can be 
obtained. To these a few cultural notes are sometimes added. 

Where the material is to be placed in alcohol, unless the word ‘‘absolute ” 
is used, strong methylated spirit will serve, and is much cheaper. If possible 
this should be obtained of the “ old style,” which is freely miscible with 
water. 

For fixing cell-contents, the quantity of alcohol, etc., used should be at 
least 100 times the bulk of the object. 

Stems, etc., which are much hardened in alcohol, can be rendered more 
easy to cut by being placed for at least twenty-four hours in a mixture of 
half-and-half alcohol and glycerine. 

Most of the Freshwater Algae here mentioned can be obtained from 
T. Bolton, Newhall Street, Birmingham ; and Marine Algse froift the Bio- 
logical Station, Plymouth, or the Marine Biological Station, Port Erin, 
Isle of Man. 

Messrs. Backhouse <& Son, Hhe vrell-known nuilserymen of York, have 
recently established on a large and complete scale a supply department for 
all kinds of botanical materials, living and preserved, under the direction 
of Dr. Arthur Burtt, and have undertaken to supply as far as possible all 
materials named in this work. ' 

A. 

Ahies. See Ficea. 

Ahutilon, Cork-formation in. Twigs, 182. Greenhouse shrubs. 

Acacia. Compound pollen-grains, 391. Flowers. Fresb, or in alcohol. 
Greenhouse shrubs, mostly flowering in spring or early summer. 

— Bastard, see Bobinia. 

Am (Maple). Autumnal coloration of leaves, 58. Leaves in autumn. 
Fresh. 

Aconitum JSfapellus (Monkshood). Structure of ovule, 398. Full-blown, 
or faded, flowers. Fresb. Summer. Hardy perennial. 

(Other species of Aconitum will serve equally well. Most flower in 
June, July or August.) 

^Now transferred to the ** British Botanical Association, Limited/* 
Holgate, York. 
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Acorus Calamus (Sweet Flag). Structure of root, 165. Boots. Fi*esh, or 
in alcohol. Hardy, semi-aquatic, readily grown at the edges of 
pools or slow streams. 

Adonis mstivalis^ red cell-sap in, 67. A hardy annual, flowering in June. 

— autumnalis, 57. A hardy annual. Flowers in May. 

Mcidium Berheridis (Cluster-cup), 330. Infected leaves of Barberry, in 
May or J uly. Fresh, dry, or in alcohol. See also Fncdnia graminis, 

JEIsculus Eippocastanum (Horse-chestnut). For mechanism of fall oi 
leaves, 201. Base of leaf-stalk with piece of twig attached. Early 
autumn. Fresh, or in alcohol. 

— — Glandular hairs, 99. Winter buds. Preferably fresh ; or in 
alcohol. 

— — Pollen development, 444. 

Agapanthus umhellatus. Development of anther and pollen, 386 ; of pollen, 
393. Greenhouse half-hardy herbaceous perennial, flo werin g, indoors 
or out, from April to August. 

Agaricus campestris (Mushroom). Structure, 238. Any time in the year. 
Fresh, or preferably in alcohol. 

Beproduction, 336. Any time in the year. Fresh, or in alcohol. 

Agave, Epidermis and stomata, 86. Leaves. Fresh. Any time. Green- 
house perennials. (Substitute for Aloe), 

Ailanthus glandulosa. For induced leaf-fail, 203. Leaf-bearing twigs. 
Frefth. 

Alder. See Alnus glutinosa, 

Alisma Plantago (Water Plantain)^ Structure of fruit, seed and embryo, 
413. Bipe and unripe fruits. Fresh. July and August. Native 
semi-aquatic, by water-side. 

Allium Gepa (Onion). Structure of root, 163. Boots. Fresh, or in 
alcohol. Obtainable at any time by growing an onion in water in a 
hyacinth glass. The pollen of the onion can be used for pollen- 
tube production, 392. 

Alnus (Alder). Eight or ten year old twig. Fresh ; used for estimating 
length and continuity of tracheae, 161. A native tree. 

Aloe nigricans. Epidermis and stomata, 86. Leaves. Fresh. Any time. 
Greenhouse perennial. 

(Other species, or Agave^ serve equally well). 

Alstroemeria. Cell and nuclear division, 439. Flower-buds of various ages. 
Fresh ; also fixed and in alcohol {see p. 462). (A. aurantiaca, the 

commonest species, is a hardy perennial, flowering July to Sept.) 

Althma rosea (Hollyhock). Pollen-grains, 388. Flowers. Fresh. July 
to September or October. Hardy perennial. 

^ Alisma, and most other water-side plants can be readily grown in an 

ordinary garden in a tub or old galvanised bath partially filled with soil, 

and kept supplied with water during the period of active life of the plants. 



Bacillus huccalis, in the “fnr” of teeth, 276. 

— stiUilis, 277. From infusion of hay. For method, see Text- 
Bacteria, 266. To obtain materials, see Text. 

Bacterium Termo, Obtained from the decay of peas and beans, 281. 
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Amfelofsis hederacea (Virginian Creeper). Autumn tints, 58. Leaves 
Fresh. Autumn. Hardy climber. 

Anabmm AzoUce. Structure, 261. Exists in the leaves of Azolla carolineana. 
Fresh. An}" time. Azolla is a perennial greenhouse aquatic. 

Anagallis (Pimpernel). Structure of ovary, 397. Flowers. Fresh, or in 
alcohol. Summer. Anagallis arvensis is a cornfield annual, with 
scarlet flowers; Anagallis tenella is a very pretty creeping native 
bog-plant. 

Anaftychia dliaris. A lichen found on tree stems. Structure, 239. 
Thallus. Fresh ; or dried, but soaked in water before use. 

— — Fructification, 336. Fruiting thallus. Fresh ; or dried, but 
soaked in water before use. 

Antirrhinum majus{Bxidi-^dmgon). Coloured cell-sap, 56. Flowers. Fresh. 
May to September. Hardy perennials. 

Apple. See Pyrus Malus. 

Aquilegia. Summer flowering hardy herbaceous perennials. Used for 
pollen-cultures, 393. 

Aristolochia Sipho. Structure of stem, 131. Young stems, | to ^ and | inch 
thick. In alcohol ; material to be put up in June or July. Hardy 
deciduous, or half-evergreen, climber. For substitute in young 
atsitQi see Eidnus, 

Arrowroot, East Indian, for starch, 18. Chemists. 

Ascobolus fiirfuraceus. A discomycetous fungus, obtained upon horse or 
preferably cow dung, 327. 

Ash. See Fraxinus excelsior. 

Asparagus. Red chromatophores in the berry, 56. Late summer. Fresh. 
Gardens. 

Aspidium Filix-mas (Male Fern). Fructification, 365. Fertile frond. 
Preferably fresh, but may be in alcohol. Summer. Native Fern. 

Auricula. See Primula. 

Arena saliva (Oat). Starch grains, 18. Grains. Dry. 

— Structure of vascular bundle, 113. Stems. In alcohol. Spring 
or early summer. Can be grown in laboratory for the purpose. 

Puccinia on, 332. Leaves or haulm. Fresh, dry, or alcohol. 
Summer. 

Azalea. Compound pollen-grains, 391. Flowers. Fresh. (For substitutes 
see GallunOj Erica^ Ehododendron.) 

Vascular bundle ends, 199. Petals. Fresh, orin alcohol. A. indica^ 
a spring flowering greenhouse shrub is best. 

Azolla^ lor Anabmna^ q.v. 
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Barberry. See Berheris vulgaris. 

Barley. See Hordeum vidgare. 

Bean. See Phaseolm vulgaris. Horse Bean ; see Vida Faha. 

Beecli. See Fagus sylvatica, 

JBeet-root. See Beta vulgaris. 

Bujonia. Crystals in, 64 (footnote). Stems; in alcohol. 

Btrberis vulgaris (Barberry). A hardy shrub, upon which A^cidium Berheridis 
(q.v.) may sometimes be found in spring or early summer, 330. 

Beta vulgaris (Beet-root). Structure of root, 62. Root. Fresh. Used also 
for sugar in root, and for nitrates, 67. 

Bracken-fern. See Pteris aquilina. 

Brassica Napus (Rape), for development of flower, 429. A common weed 
of cultivated fields, flowering in summer. 

Bryonia dioica (White Bryony). Substitute for Gucurhita^ q.v. 126. A not 
uncommon hedge-row climber in some districts. 

C. 

Calluna vulgaris (Ling). Compound pollen-grains, 391. Flowers. Fresh, 
or in alcohol. July to September. A native sub-shrub. 

Capsella Bursa-Pastoris (Shepherd’s Purse), Structure and development of 
embryo and seed, 409. Young to ripe fruits. Fresh. All summer. 
Common weed of cultivated ground. 

Carrot. See Daucus Carota. 

Celandine. See Chelidonium majus. 

Oerasus Lauro-Cerasus (Cherry Laurel). For pits in cortical cells, 73. 
Twigs. Fresh, or in alcohol. 

Ceratopteris thalictroides. Cultivation of spores and development of pro- 
thallium, 362. Spores. Fresh, or preserved dry. 

Ohara fragilis (Stonewort). For reproduction, 306. Fresh. For structure, 
246. 

Cheiranthus Oheiri (Wallflower). Hairs, 91. Young leaves and buds. 
Fresh, or in alcohol. 

Chelidonium raajus (Celandine). Structure of vascular bundles ; latex 
system, 124. Stems. In alcohol. Spring and summer. Hardy 
herbaceous perennial. 

Cherry. Substitute for plum (Prunus domestiea^ q.v.). 

— Laurel. See Cerasus Lauro-Cerasus. 

Citrus vulgaris (Orange). Structure of fruit, 427. Fresh. All the year 
round. 

Cladonia rarigiferina (Rein-deer Moss). Substitute for 4naptychia^ q.v., 338. 

Cladophora glomes'ata. Structure, 246. Fresh material; or fixed and 
preserved. Spring and summer. 

— — Swarmspores, 293. For method of securing, see Text. 

Club-moss. Bee Lycopodium. 

Cluster-cup. See JSddium or Puccwiia. 







APPENDIX II, 


(Hawthorn). For orange-red ohromatophores, 55. Fruits Pre,h 
hairfi; ' of 

nairs, 47. Very young shoots. Fresh. ^ 

~~ I^<5lleii-graiiis, 390. Flowers. Fresh, 

~ s7e7eSes"T2f l™«dles and especially for sieve-tubes and 

!' ' ^ Stems about i inch thick, cut about i yard from 

Oytisus Uburnum (Laburnum). Structure of cork, 185. Fragments of 
bark from pretty old branches. agments oi 

~ 199. ~ ^iowers, fresh or in alcohol, 


12=. Root^fr-h., 

^aucusOarota p^ot). Colour-bodies in root, 67. Root Fre,b 

lowers. 

nigcr and H./cetidns ) ^ ^ ^ substitutes, « Sdleborus 

~ “rt ‘^°^°"^®^'=®’l-^P“dcolour-orystals,57,58, 

TsLl itv" Sir ’ptsh. 


Waic-layer,99. Leaves 
Sf‘ ^l^ost any species will do All 

Rke/z'). 

Jiiacr. ^ee ^ambucus nigra. ^ 

^ For protoplasmic movements, 49. Fresh 

FW/.A- points, 212. Fresh, 

E<iu^z ApSitr 

shoots. Fresh, or in alcohol. SprW ’ ^°™g growing 

, of^tem, 179. Stems. “Fresh, or alcohol-nmteri^^ 
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Eq%metum feosi^m. For reproducti^^ Cones, fresh ; in ditches, June 
and July. 

Erica (Heath). Compound pollen-grains, 391. Flowers. Fresh. Any 
species will do, and hence obtainable nearly all the year round, 
either from open ground or greenhouse. (For substitutes, see Galluna, 
Azalea, Ehododendron). 

Eticalyptus globulus (Australian Blue-gum). Wax-layer, 99, Leaves. 
Fresh. Half-hardy perennial evergreen tree. 

— — Substitute for Ruta {q*v,) for leaf structure, 195. 

Euonymus japonicus (Spindle-tree). Growing apex, 212. Terminal buds. 
Fresh, or in alcohol. All the year round. Ornamental evergreen 
shrub ; half-hardy m colder districts. 

Euphorbia helioscopia (Sun-spurge). Starch-grains, 19. Stems. Fresh. 
A native annual weed of cultivated ground, 

— — For crystals of calcium phosphate. Inflorescence in alcohol, 
70. Summer. Also found in the greenhouse E, CapuUMedusm, 
in ground tissue of stems. 

— splendens and E. Jacquinoeflora. Starch-grains and latex, 19; 
latex-cells. Stems. Fresh, or in alcohol. Hothouse evergreen 
shrubs. 

■'F. ■ 

Fagus sylmtica (Beech). Differing structure of leaves ivhen shaded and 
exposed, 195. Leaves from centre and outside of tree. Fresh, or 
in alcohol. 

Ferns. Prothallia and sexual organs. Bee CercUopteris and Polypodium, 

— Sporangia. See Scolopendrium, A^idium, 

— Structure of growdng apex of root. See Pteris mtica, 

— Structure of stele. See Pteris aquilina. 

Ficus elastica (India-rubber tree). For cystoliths, 64 (footnote). Leaves. 
Fresh. A popular greenhouse decorative plant. 

Fir, Scotch. See Pinus sylvestris. 

Flag, Sweet. See Acorus Calamus. 

Fraxinus excelsior (Ash). Leaf-fall, 203. Leafy twigs. Fresh. Can be 
used as substitute for J£sculns, For growing points, as substitute 
for Euonymus, 216. 

Fritillaria imperialis (Cio'ss^xi Imperial). Structure. Pollen, 386. Young 
fio’wers. Alcohol-material. 

— persica. Cell and nndear division, 439. Flower-buds of different 

ages. Fresh, and fixed, 462. (As substitute, almost any species of 
Fritillaria, Lilium, AZsircemm'ft, or other Lillacea or Amaryllideae.) 

Frog-bit. Bee Hyd^'ocharis. 

Fuchsia. For water-pores, 89. Leaves. Pollen-grains, 387. Flowers. 
Fresh. (Substitute for (Enothera, q.v.) 

Fucus platy carpus and F. vesiculosus. For structure, 240. Fresh, or in 
alcohol. 
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Fucus platycarpus and F, vesiculosus. For reiDroductioHj 298. Preferal)ly 
fresh. 

Fmiaria hygrometrim. Chlorophyll-bodies, 52. Leafy steins. Fresh. All 
the year round. 

— — Sexual organs, 347. Male and female plants. Fresh, or in 
alcohol. Plants with the sexual organs and the sporogonia in all 
stages of development can be found nearly all the year round. 

Funhia ovata. Development of pollen, 385. Flower-buds of diiferent 
ages. May. Fresh, or in alcohol. (Substitute for HemeroccdUs, q.v>) 

. . ■ ■■ ■ . G. ■■ " 

Gall, Oak. Structure and tannin reaction, 70. Fresh, or dried. 

Ginhgo hiloba. For autumn tints. Fresh leaves, 58. 

Glaocapsa caldariorum^ 263 (or G. polydermatica). Fresh. On walls, flower- 
pots, glass, etc., in greenhouses and fern -houses. All the year. 

Gloxinia hyhrida. Pollen-cultures, 392. Embryo -sac, 405. Flowers. 

■Fresh. ■ 

Gymnocladus canadensis. Leaf-fall, 203. Leafy twigs. A very ornamental 
hardy deciduous tree. Prefers shaded position. (Used as substitute 
for JSsculus^ q.v,) 

Qymnogrcmmu, For culture of fern-spores, 363. 

H. 

HarPs-tongue fern* Bee Scolopendrium. 

Hedera Helix (Ivy). Besin canals, 162. Young twigs. Fresh, or in 
alcohol. 

Helianthus annuus (Sunflower), and H, taberosus (Jerusalem artichoke). 
For vascular bundles. (Substitute for Aristolochia^ q,v,) 

Hellebore. See Hellehorm, 

Hellebarus foetidus (Stinking Hellebore). Cell and nuclear division and 
pollen-formation, 443. Flower-buds of various ages. Fresh, or in 
alcohol. 

— — Structure of ovary, 395. Flowers. February and March. 

— nig&r (Christmas Bose). Structure of ovary, 395. Flowers. 
January, February. 

(These two substitutes for ovary of Delphinium^ q.v.) 

Hemerocallis fuha. Development of ahther and pollen, 380. Flower-buds 
of different ages. Fresh, and in alcohol. Summer. A hardy 
herbaceous perennial. (As substitutes, Lilium, Funkia, Agapanthus 
Tulipa^ Hyadnthus,) Also for pistil, 396. 

Hibiscus, For cork, 182. Stems. Greenhouse perennial. 

Eippuris vulgaris (Mare's-tail). Structure of growing apex, 204. Growing 
buds. Fresh, or in alcohol. Late spring or early summer. A 
native perennial herbaceous marsh or aquatic plant. 

Hollyhock. Bee AUhm rosea. 
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Eordeum vulga/re Structure of growing apex of root, 220. Knots 

of plants grown in flower-pots. 

Horse-chestnut fe 
Hyacinth. See Hyacinthus, 

Eyacinthiis. Structure of ovary, 396. Full-open flowers. Fresh. (As 
substitutes, see TuUpa^ Liliim, or other Liliacese.) 

— Development of pollen, 385. (Substitute for Hemerocallis, q.v.) 

— Also used for structure of stomata, 84 ; and for stele of root, 165. 
Eydrocharis Morsus-Banm (Frog-bit). Movement of protoplasm in root- 

hairs, 47. Young roots. Quite fresh. A native aquatic, with 
floating rosettes of heart-shaped leaves ; easily grown in still water. 


Irwpatiens parviflora. For vascular bundle ends, 200. Leaves, in alcohol. 

Indian corn. See Zea Mais, 

India-rubber plant. See Ficus elastica. 

Iris Jlorentina, Structure of leaf, 80. Leaves. Fresh, and in alcohol. 

— — Wax, 80, 99. Leaves. Fresh. 

— — Endodermis of root, 166. Boots. In alcohol. 

— — Vascular bundle, 114. Leaves. In alcohol. 

— germanica. Starch-builders (leucoplasts) and starch, 59. Surface 
rhizomes. Fresh. Both species are hardy, herbaceous, more or less 
evergreen. 

— — Any species, used as substitute for Hemerocallis in development 
of pollen, 385. 

Ivy. See Hedera HeUx, 


Juglans regia (Walnut). Leaf-fall, 203. Leafy twigs. Fresh. See also as 
in jFJsculm. 


Laburnum. See Gytisus Laburnum. 

Larkspur. See Delphinium. 

Lathyrus (Sweet Pea, Everlasting Pea). Formation of pollen-tube, 392. 
Freshly opened flowers. 

Lemna (Duckweed). For general structure of root, 219. Fresh. 

Lepidium sativum (Cress). Used as host-plant for Pyihium, 321. Seedlings 
grown crowded together and kept very vret, 

Leptothrix buccalis, 276. In the “ fur ” on teeth. 

Leucojum (Snowflake). Development of pollen-grains of, 386. Flower- 
buds of different ages. Fresh, and in alcohol, (As substitute for 
Tradescantia, q.v.) Also for development of pollen-tubes, 392. 

Lilium (Lily). Used as Leucojum above, 385. 

— Structure of ovary, 396. Fully developed flowers. Fresh. Struc- 
ture of ovule, 405. 
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Lilium. Cell and nuclear division, 439, 462. Flower-buds of different 
ages. Fresh, and in absolute alcohol. (As substitutes, FritUlaria^ 
Alstrcemeria, 

— candidum. For stomata, 86. Leaves. Fresh, or in alcohol. 

Lime. Tilia,, 

Liverworts. See MartJwmUa, 

Lxifinus alhis (Lupine). Aleurone grains, 32, 34* Seeds. Dry. 

Lympermum escukntum (Tomato). For red chromatophores, 65. Fruit. 

■... Fresh. 

Lycopodium complanatum (Oiub-moss). Structure of stem, 176. Stems. 
Fresh, and in alcohol. 

Lysimachia (Loosestrife). Development of pollen-tubes, 393. Structure 
of ovary, 397. Fully developed flowers. Fresh. (Substitute for 
Primula.) 

■■ M. ■ 

Maize. SeeZeaMais. 

Malva erispa. Pollen-grains, 388. Flowers. Fresh. (Substitute for 
A rosea, Hollyhock, ^.'U.) 

Maple (Acer). Autumn coloration, 68. Leaves, Fresh. 

Marchantia polymorpha. Vegetative structure, 233, Thallus. Preferably 
fresh, or in alcohol, 

— — Reproductive organs and sporogones, 339. Receptacles. Fresh, 
and in alcohol. J une to August. 

Mare’s-tail, See Hippuris vulgaris. 

Matthiola annua (Ten-week Stock). Hairs, 92. Leaves. Fresh, and in 
alcohol. Late spring and summer. 

Mnium liornum. Reproductive organs and sporogonia, 346. May and 
June. Fresh, or in alcohol. 

— undulatum. Vegetative structure, 228. Fresh. (As substitutes, 
Mnium hornum, or Polytrichum.) 

Monkshood, See Aconitum- Napellus. 

Monotropa Eypopitys (Bird Rape). Structure of embryo-sac, 400. Flowers. 
Fresh. Found occasionally in woods, etc., especially under beech 
trees ; flowers in J uly and August. It should be examined fresh, as 
it becomes brown and opaque in alcohol. It bears transport very 
well, and can be preserved fresh for some time in a glass of water. 

Morchella esculenta (Morell). Vegetative structure and cell-contents, 326. 
Fresh or dry. 

Morell. See Morchella esculenta. 

Mosses. See Mnium, Polytrichum, Funaria. 

Mucor Mucedo (Pin-mould). Structure and reproduction, 311. Found in 
a few days on a piece of damp bread placed under a bell-glass, or on 
fresh horse-dung similarly placed. For zygote production, see p. 
315. 

Mullein. See Verhascnm. 
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Mnshroom. 

Myriophyllum. For growing points, 212. Substitute for Hippuris {q.v.). 


... N." ■ 

Narcissus poeticm. For structure of ovule and ovary, 405. Flowers. 
Fresh, or in alcohol. 

Nasturtium. See Tropoeolum. 

Nettle, stinging. See Urtica, 

Navicula. See Fimiularia, 

Nitella. Eotation of protoplasm in, 50 ; vegetative structure, 245. Fresh- 
plants. Nitella can be grown in glass vessels of water, especially if 
fed with the culture-fluid given on page 251. 

— Eeproduction, 309. Plants. Fresh. 

Nostoc ciniflonumy ^62. Fresh. Sometimes found in large olive-green 
masses on damp paths. In some parts of the country known as 
“ witches’ butter 

0 . 

Oak. See Quercus. 

Oak-gall. SeeGBll. 

0£d>. See Avena sativa, 

(Enothera hiennis (Evening Primrose). Pollen-grains and development of 
pollen -tube, 386. Flow’ers. Fresh. Summer. (As substitutes, 
Epilohium, Fuchsia, q.v.) 

— — Structure of adherent ovary, 397. Fresh, or in alcohol. 

Onion. See Allium Oepa. 

Orange. See Citrus vulgaris {G. Aurantium). 

Orchiclese, Ovary, 392. See Epipactis, 

Embryo-sac, 404. Flowers some time faded. Fresh. (Substitute for 
Monotropa,q,v,) 

Omithogalum unbellatum (Star of Bethlehem). Structure of cell-walls of 
seed, 72. Seeds. Dry. 

Oscillaria, 262. Stagnant water, muddy ground, etc. 

Osmunda regalis (Eoyal Fern). For germination of spores and formation of 
prothallia, 362. 

R 

Pmnia (Pseony). Formation of pollen-tubes, 392. Flowers. Fresh.. 
Pollen-grains growm in 5 per cent. sol. of sugar, and 1*6 per cent, 
gelatine. 

Pansy. See Viola tricolor. 

Papaver Rhoeas (Field Poppy). Structure of petals, 199. Petals. Fresh,, 
or in alcohol. 

Parmelia ciliaris. See Anaptychia, 

Pea. See Pisum sativum. 

Pear. See Pyrus communis. 




Pclargonnmi zonale (so called Geranium glandular hairs, 97. 
Petioles, Fresh, or in alcohol, 

Pellioma Daveauana. Green starch-formers in young stem, 60. Fresh. 

cfMstewm (Blue Mould), 323. Obtained on a piece of moist 
bread under a bell-jar. 

Peroiiosporese. See Pkytophthora, 

Phajns. Half-grown pseudo-bulbs used for leucoplasts, 69. Fresh, or 
fixed with picric acid. 

Phaseolus vulgaris (BQa.n), Starch, 17. Beaniiour ; or obtained by scraping 
a cut bean. 

Phmnix dactylifera (Date). Structure of endosperm, 73. Date-stones. 

FliycomycetQB, See Mucor Mucedo. 

Phytelephas macrocarpa (Yegetable Ivory). Seeds, for protoplasmic 
interconnections, 466. Fresh. 

Phytophthora infestans (Potato disease), 318. Diseased leaves of potato. 

, Fresh. 

Picea vulgaris {P. excelsa). Female cones and fertilisation, 372. Cones. 
Alcohol. Mid-June. Fertilisation is completed in June ; the exact 
date for the locality varies from year to year. Hence cones should 
be gathered daily from 1st June, and the scales, separated from one 
another, placed in absolute alcohol. Before investigation the scales 
must be laid for at least twenty-four hours in a mixture of equal 
parts of glycerine and water. 

Pilobolns crystallinus. On dung cultures, 327. 

Pinnularia viridis, 265. Fresh. Not infrequent in standing and running 
water. 

Piniu sylvestris. Bordered pits, 74 et seq. Pieces of old stem in alcohol. 

— — Structure of stem and development of bordered pits, 137. 
Young stems, and pieces of outer part of old stems, cut in June or 
July, and laid in alcohol. To be placed in glycerine and alcohol 
before using. 

Male flowers, 367. Male cones. Alcohol. May or early in 
June. Laid in glycerine and alcohol before using. 

— — Female flower, ovule, 370. Young cones. Alcohol. May or 
J une. Glycerine and alcohol before using. 

— — Pollination, 371. Young cones as above, but fresh. 

Pisum sativum (Pea). Structure of seed, and aleurone grains, 25. Eipe 
peas. Dry. 

Pleurosigma angulaturuy 259. A diatom used widely as a test-object. 

Plum. See Prunus domestica. 

Polypodium vulgare (Polypody fern). Eeproduction, sexual and asexual, 
357. Prothallia and fertile leaves. Fresh. 

Polytrichum juntperinum. Structure of stem, 230. Stems. Fresh, or in 
alcohol. 

— — Antheridia, 346. Plants in “flower”. May. Fresh, or in 

alcohol. 

Potato* See Solantm Pudferomm * ' 

starch. Gommercial, from a chemist. 

4- -rti ■“ ■ “■ f"* - - 
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Primrose. Bee Primula. 

Primula. Ovary, 397. Flowers of any species. 

— sinensis. Glandular hairs, 97. Leaf-stalks. Fresh. 

Protococcus viridis, 259. On damp bark or walls. Fresh. 

Prunus domesticii (Plum). Structure of fruit, 423. Fruit. Fresh. 

Pteris aquilina (Bracken-fern). Structure of stele, 172. Young leaf-stalks 

or slender rhizomes. Fresh, or in alcohol. 

— cretica. Structure of root-apex, 224. Boots. Fresh, or in alcohol. 
Very commonly cultivated in pots ; and roots can be best obtained 
unbroken by turning the plant out of the pot containing it. 

Pnccinia graminis (Rust-fungus), 330. Dry, or in alcohol. Found in 
summer on different kinds of cereals, and on Triticum repens (coueli- 
grass). 

Pgrola (Winter-green). Embryo-sac, 401. Flowers. Fresh. Herbaceous 
perennials, various species of which can be easily cultivated on a 
shady border, in sandy peat. 

Ptjriis commimis. Stone-cells in fruit, 65. Fresh fruit. 

— Malus (Apple). Structure of fruit, 425. Fresh fruit. 

Pythium. de Baryanum. A parasitic and saprophytic fungus causing the 
disease known as “damping off'’. Obtained upon cress seedlings 

Q. 

^Quercus pedunculata (Oak), Gall. 

— Suler (Cork oak). Structure of cork, 187. Bottle cork. 

■■ B.^ 

Eanunculus repens (Creeping Bixttevcnp). Structure of roots, 168. Boots. 
In alcohol. 

— — Structure of vascular bundle, 121. Runners. In alcohol. 
Rhododendron. Pollen, 391. Flowers. Fresh. (For substitutes, see Am- 

lea, Erica, Galluna.) 

liibes ru')TU7n (Bed Currant). Structure and development of cork, 187. 
Young and older stems. Fresh, or in alcohol. Best gathered in 
July. 

Ricinus communis (Castor Oil). Aleurone grains, 33. Seeds. 

— — Stems of seedlings used for vascular bundles, as a substitute for 
Aristolochia {q.v.\ 136. 

Rnhitiia Pseud- Acacia. Leaf-fall, 203. Treat as in JEsoulus. 

— — Old steins used for tyloses (tracheal plugs), 162. Fresh, or in 
alcohol. 

Rosa semperflorens. Structure of prickles, 94. Young steins. Fresh. 

Also leav^es. Fresh. Most sp. of Bx>sa will do. 

Bose. Coloured cell-sap, 55. Petals. Fresh. 
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Eue. See Enta graveolem. 

Russula rubra, 333. Fresh, or in alcohol. (As substitute, see Aqaricus 

campestris.) 

Enst-fungus. See Puccinia grammis. 

Buta graveolem (Common Eue). Structure of leaf, 189 et seq. Leaves 
Fresh. Obtainable aU the year round. A hardy sub-evergieen." 


Saccharomyces Gerevism (Yeast), 288. Can be grown in Pasteur’s fluid. 

Saccharum officimrum (Sugar-cane). For wax, 99. Stem. Frpouenrt,r 
grown in hot-liouses. ^ ^ 

Salisburia adiantifolia. See Ginkgo biloha. A hardy deciduous tree 

(Elder). Cork, 182. Twigs of various ages. Fresh and in 
alcohol. ’ 

Saxifraga crustata. For deposit of carbonate of lime on leaf, 64 (footnote) 

Fresh leaves. Common garden species of rock plant 

Scolopendrium vulgare (Hart’s-tongue Fern). Structure of' leaf, and snor- 
angia, 354. Fertile leaves. Alcohol. ^ 

Scorzonera htspanica (Salsify). Latex system, 125. Roots. Fresh and in 
alcohol. A hardy kitchen-garden herbaceous plant. 

Scotch Fir. See Pinus sylvestvis. 

Selagine^ Martmsii. Structure and spore-production, 365. Fertile shoots 

ry, or in alcohol. This, or some similar species is universallv 
cultivated m plant-houses. 

Shepher^ Mnadmm. Scale-hairs, 93. Leaves. Fresh, or in alcohol 
Hardy deciduous shrub. 

Shepherd’s Purse. See GapseUa Bursa^astoris. 

Siphonece. See Vaucheria, 

Solanwm tuberosum (Potato). For structure of Starch, 10 Used for 
production of pathogenic cork, 187-8. For cultivation of bacteria 
266. In cMh case use fresh tubers. See Phyt(rjMhora. 

Sphagnum acutifohwm (Bog-moss). Structure, 231. Plants Fresh Verr- 
commonly used in plant-houses. ’ ^ 

Spindle-tree. See Euonymus. 

Spirogyra. ^ Structure, 262. Living plants. 

- Conjugation, 291. Living plants. Summer. Plants in this state 
are recognisable by the crinkled yellowish look, and clinmn<r to- 
gether of the masses of threads. For the culture of Spir^yrl, si 

Staphylm. Formation of pollen-tube, 392. Flowers. Fiesh. Grown in 
5 per cent solution of sugar, and 1-5 per cent gelatine 

Stinging Nettle. See UrUca. Aioka. ^ 

Stock, Ten- week. See MatOmla cmnua. 
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Btrelitzia regina. For orange-red cliromatophores, 55. Flowers. Fresh. 
A showy-flowered warm-house perennial, 
iigar-caue. See Saccharum officinanim, 
weet Pea. See Lathyriis. 

T. 


Timimtum milgare (Tansy). Pollen development, 444. Fixed, 

(Dandelion). For anastomosing latex system, 125. Roots. Fresh, 
or in alcohol. 

Ta^us haccata, (Yew). Structure of root, 168 ; of root-apex, 222. Roots. 
Fresh, or in alcohol. 

Hmja occidentalis. Growing apex of root, 222. Young roots. Best in 
alcohol. 

Tilia parvifolia (Lime-tree). Structure of stem, 163. Branches and twigs. 
Fresh, and in alcohol. The latter best gathered in July. 

Toadstool. See Amanita. 

Torenia asiatica. Development of pollen-tubes, 392. Fertilisation, 405. 
Flowers. To study fertilisation, the flowers selected should be 
pollinised by hand a day and a half or two days before they are 
required. Torenia is a hot-house plant, treated as an annual, and 
flowering in June and July. 

Tradescantia virgmica. Movements of protoplasm, 38, etc. Flowers. Fresh. 
T. virginica is a hardy herbaceous perennial, flowering from May or 
June to September or October. 

— — Stomata, 84. Leaves. (T. sehrinay a common plant in plant- 
houses can replace this.) 

— — Structure of j^ollen-grains, 385. Flowers and buds of different 
ages. Fresh. 

— — Development of pollen-tube, 392. Freshly opened flow^ers. 
Grown in a solution of 5 per cent, sugar and 1*5 per cent, gelatine. 

— — Cell and nuclear division, 434. Fresh flower-buds between 4 and 
^ inch high. Stamens should be examined in 3 per cent, sugar. 

— — Direct nuclear division, 456. Old stems. Fresh. 

— zehrina. Stomata, 85. Leaves. Fresh. 

Trianea hogotensis. For circulation in root-hairs, 48. A warm-house aquatic. 

Tnticum durum (Wheat). Starch, 18. Wheat grains. Dry. 

— vulgare (Wheat). Structure of grain ; aleurone, 29 ; embryo, 417. 
Wheat grains. 


Tropasolum majus (“Nasturtium,” or Indian Cress). Colour bodies, 54. 
Flowers. Fresh. 

— — . Water-pores, 88. Leaves. Fresh, and in alcohol. 

Tulip. See Tulipa. 

Tulipa, Development of pollen, 385. (Substitute for Hemerocallis, q.v.) 
Flowers. April and May. Fresh, and in alcohol. Development of 
pollen-tubes, 392. 

— Structure of ovary, 396. Old flowers. Fresh, or in alcohol. 

31 
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Tlrtica d/ioica (Stinging Nettle). Stinging hairs, etc., 95. Young leafy 
stems. Fresh. 

' V. 

Vcdlimeria spimlis. Movements of protoplasm, 48. Strong, rather old, 
leaves. Fresh. Very commonly and easily grown in aquaria. 
Vaucheria sessilis. Structure and reproduction, 295. Strong plants taken 
from still or flowing water, and placed the day before wanted in a 
shallow vessel with fresh water. 

Vegetable Ivory. See Fhytele 2 :>has maerocarpa. 

Verbascum nigrum (Mullein). Coloured cell-sap, 55, 92. Flowers. Fresh. 

— — Hairs, 92. Flowers. Fresh, or in alcohol. 

— — Ends of vascular bundles, 199. Flow^ers. Fresh, or in alcohol. 
A native herbaceous perennial, flowering in J uly and August, 

— tkapsiforme. Felted hairs, 93. Leaves. Fresh, or in alcohol. 
Veronica serpyllifolia. For pollen- tubes in situ^ 408. Ovaries of just- 

fallen flowers. Fresh. 

Vicia Faba (Horse Bean). Germinated 2-4 days, 459. Fresh. 

Vinca major^ oT F. mmor (Periwinkle). Coloured cell-sap, 56. Flowers. 
Fresh. 

— — Sclerenchyrna fibres, 72. Steins. Fresh, or in alcohol. Native 
or introduced, perennial evergreen plants, flo’wering July to Sep- 
tember. 

Viola tricolor (Pansy). Hairs, 92. Flowers. Fresh, or in alcohol. Can 
be had from May to September. 

— — Stipular glands, 98. Y oung stipules. Fresh, or in alcohol. 
Virginia Creeper. See Ampelopsis hederacea. 

Viscum album (Mistletoe). Intercellular protoplasmic threads, 464. Stems, 
.-..fresh,'' 

W. 

'Wallflower. See Cheiranthus Gheiri. 

Wheat. See Triticum. 

Y. 

Yew. See Taxus haccata. 

Yucca, Structure of ovary, 396. Ovaries. In alcohol. 

Z. 

^ea Mats (Maize). Structure of vascular bundles, 101. Young stems. In 
alcohol. 
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REAGENTS AND MOUNTING MEDIA USED IN THIS WORK, AND 
HOW TO PREPARE AND USE THEM. 

All the reagents and mounting media in this list can be obtained, ready 
made, of Messrs. Southall Bros. & Barclay, Manufacturing Chemists, Bii*- 
mingham, or of Dr. George Grlibler, Leipzig, Dufour-Strasse, No. 17. Or 
the materials can be obtained from the same sources, and the student will 
find in this Appendix instructions how to prepare them for use. It is 
hoped that the instructions are sufficiently explicit, but the editor will be 
glad to have errors or inefficient descriptions pointed out to him. 

Percentage solutions are made either by weight or volume ; or, if the 
metric system (see Appendix L) is used, by, within certain limits, either 
indiscriminately. Thus, 1 per cent, acetic acid in water is made by taking 
1 volume acetic acid and adding to 99 volumes distilled water ; 5 per cent, 
potash solution, by taking 5 grammes potash and adding to 95 c.c. distilled 
water (1 gramme weight of water = 1 cubic centimetre volume). 

A saturated solution can be secured by seeing that some of the salt, etc., 
is always lying uiidissolved at the bottom. 

Further information as to the uses of the reagents will be found by 
reference to the general index. 

iV.i?. — For all purposes where alcohol up to 90 per cent, is used (ie., 
“alcohol,” not “absolute alcohol,”) strong methylated alcohol will serve. 
Its alcoholic strength varies from about 85 to 90 per cent Percentage 
compositions can therefore be made with it instead of absolute alcohol. 

Approximately 50 per cent alcohol = 56 parts strong nieth. ale., 44 water. 

60 per cent alcohol = 67 parts meth. ale., 33 water. 

70 per cent, alcohol = 78 parts meth. ale., 22 water, 

82 per cent, alcohol = 91 parts meth. ale., 9 water. 

(As this is a rather special strength it is best prepared 
with absolute alcohol.) 

90 per cent, alcohol = strong methylated alcohol. 

If possible “old style” methylated spirit should be obtained, as it 
alone mixes freely with water. 

The following tafile of alcoholic strengths may be of utility : — 

Sp. Gr. 0-830 = 61 over proof = 91*3 per cent. 

„ 0*820 = 65 „ == 94*0 

„ 0*810 = 68 „ == 96-0 

0*805 « 71 „ „ == 97*5 

„ 0*794 « 75 „ „ - 100*0 

( 483 ) 
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A cetic acid, Glacial. Used as reagent for fat oils, 34. 

— — i per cent. For fixing the nucleus, especially in combination 
with methyl-green or gentiana-violet and as an addition to the 
mountant in mounting carmine preps., 250. 

— — % 'per cent. For fixing and defining nuclei, 404. 

Acetic acid is an excellent clearing reagent for rendering tissues trans- 
parent, and showing up the cell-walls, 210, 216, 270. It is like- 
wise used to distinguish crystals of oxalate of lime as they are not 
soluble in it, 63. In very dilute solution (0*5 per cent.) it is useful 
for somewhat decolorising overstained preps., 272, 274. 

— — a'nd Gentiana-violet, See Gentiana-violet. 

— — and Methyl-green. See Aniline-green, Acetic. 

Agar-Agar. Obtained from Euchenma gelatince, or Gigartina sspeciosa, is 
used in the East in the place of ordinary gelatine for preparing 
soups and jellies. It bears, without liquefying, higher temperatures 
than ordinary gelatine. It is a culture material for bacteria, 283 ; 
and in ^ per cent, solution brings on conjugation in Spirogyra, 292. 

Alcohol, Absolute. Where the alcohol should contain a very specific pro- 
portion of water, it is better to use absolute alcohol diluted, as 
ordinary spirit varies slightly in strength, and almost always con- 
tains acids. Thus, material preserved for working with carbonate 
of lime crystals (cystoliths) always shows these dissolved if kept in 
ordinary spirit. , Where expense is an object, methylated spirit — 
only about one-tenth the price — can however for most purposes be 
used. 

— 50 per cent. Used with alkanet for resin reaction, etc. See 144 ; 
also for making picric alcohol, and picric aniline-blue, and magenta 
solution {q.v.). 

— 82 p6r cent. Used to harden celloidin in. See 400. 

— Acidulated. 70 per cent, alcohol -f 0*6 per cent, hydrochloric acid. 
Used in overstaining. See 273. 

— and Glycerine, half and half. Used for softening hard tissues pre- 
served in alcohol, and thus preparing them for sectionising. From 
twenty-four to forty-eight hours suffices. 

— Methylated. See above under Absolute Alcohol. 

■— Picric. Picric acid dissolved in 50 per cent, alcohol An exceedingly 
good fixing and staining reagent for filamentpus algae. Needs care- 
ful washing out if staining with logwood is desired. See p. 248. 

Alkanet root and alcanna tincture. Used for resin reactions. The alcoholic 
tincture of alcanna is added to so much water that the resin will not 
dissolve in it, or a thin chip of Alkanet root, washed in water to 
remove dust, can be placed with the preparation, and 50 per cent 
alcohol run under the cover-glass. The resin drops may take so 
hour to colour deep red, 144. The coloured drops are 
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dissolved in strong alcoiiol. Alcanna-tincture also stains protoplasm 
pale rose red, from a quarter to lialf an hour being needed. It is 
sometimes used to identify the ground substance of oil-containiu'^ 
seeds. Fats colour deep red ; cuticle and cork both slowly colour 
red, in varying degrees, in solution of alkanet in 60 per cent alcohol. 

Alum^ watery solution. Bestores a section which has been “cleared’' too 
completely, 210. Also in 1 per cent, solution to restore overstainin<^, 
249. 

— 10 per cent Used as a mordant, 111. 

Alum><armine^ Grenacher' s. 8ee Carmine. 

Ammonia, strong watery solution. Used often instead of potash for clearing 
tissues, etc. Also, after the use of nitric acid, to produce the yellow 
colour in protoplasm, known as the Xanthoproteid reaction. By 
the same reaction the middle lamella of thick-walled tissue is stained 

yellow. Ammonia is also of great service in softening dry herbari um 

material, preparatory to microscopical examination ; and to neutralise 
acids. Bee also p. 161. 

Ammonia hcematin. For method of preparation and use, see p. 249. Used 
for staining the cell-contents of filamentous algae which have been 
fixed in picric acid. A rather troublesome method, but with often 
very beautiful results. 

AnilineMue, dilute watery solution, acting for up to half an hour. Used 
as a reagent for staining the callus of sieve-plates in sieve tubes, 
which it stains more or less permanently. Glycerine dissolves it 
out from ordinary cell-walls. It also stains protoplasm, often 
deeply. Eosin is an excellent subsequent stain. 

— {Hoffmann's Blue), dissolved in 60 per cent, alcohol and containing 
1 per cent, acetic acid, can be used for the same purpose. It like- 
wise stains protoplasm and not the cell- wall, as the colour can be 
removed from the latter by washing in water and mounting in 
glycerine. Alcohol material must be washed with water before 
staining. also Methyl-blue (or Methylene-blue) 

— with ficric acid, Picric aniline-blue. 

Aniline-green (Acetic). Dissolve aniline-green in 1-2 per cent, solution of 
glacial acetic acid in distilled water until the solution is of a clear 
blue-green colour. Especially good for fixing and staining the 
nucleus in its stages of division. See p, 4:38 et seq. The colour is 
not permanent. , 

— oil Used in preparing Ehrlich’s aniline water fuchsin, 27B. 

— sulphate or chloride. Test for lignin. In dilute watery, or in alco- 
holic solution, alcoholic chloride being best. Treat the section first 
with this, and lignified walls are stained yellow. If the section is 
subsequently treated with dilute sulphuric or dilute hydrochloric 
acid, the colour is deepened. Or a mixture of the solution with ^ its 
bulk of sulphuric or hydrochloric acid can be kept. 

— water fuchsin (Ehrlich’s). See p. 273 for preparation and use. 
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Bis^marek broion, watery solution. Especially used for staining Bacteria, 

270 .,:'',. 

Borax- carmine (GrenacheT^s), See Carmine. 

Brom-ine vapour. Sometimes used in fixing marine algse, 302. 

■ : a 

Camphor. For use as a slight antiseptic. See pp. 60 and 374. 

Canada halsani. Dissolved to the thickness of syrup, in turpentine, chloro- 
form, benzole, or xylol. It can be obtained dissolved in turpentine 
in metal tubes like those used for liquid colours, and is very con- 
venient in this form. Used as a mountant, but not so generally 
useful as glycerine jelly (q-v.). When used the section should be 
thoroughly dehydrated before mounting, hence stains which are 
soluble in alcohol are rarely of the least use with it. 

Carbolic acid. In alcoholic and watery solutions, used for clearing prepara- 
tions, and is often better than potash. 

— fuchsin {ZiehVs). For preparation and use, see p. 273. 

Carmim. Solutions of carmine usually colour diffusely; but the nuclei 
usually show very well stained if the preparations are afterwards 
treated for some time with acidulated alcohol (q.v.), or with acidulated 
glycerine, i.e.^ glycerine containing i per cent, hydrochloric acid. 
Pure carminic acid can be obtained of E. Merk, in Darmstadt. 

Carmalum (Mayer’s) is perhaps the best carmine stain, and is prepared by 
dissolving by the aid of heat 1 gramme pure caiminic acid and 1(> 
grammes alum in 200 c.c. distilled water ; filter, and add '1 per cent 
salicylic acid as a preservative. To get a pure nuclear stain wash 
the preparation carefully with a solution of alum or weak acid. 

Carmine, Alum (Grenacher’s). A. 1-5 per cent, watery solution of common 
or amiiionia-alum is boiled for from ten to twenty minutes with J 
to 1 per cent, powdered carmine, and, after cooling, is filtered. A 
trace of carbolic acid is added. (Arclviv. f. mihr. Anat, xvi., p. 465.) 

— Borax (Grenadier’s). 2-3 per cent, carmine dissolved by boiling 
in solution of 4 per cent, borax in water; dilute with an equal 
volume of 70 per cent, alcohol, shake, and filter after allowing it to 
stand for some time. After using this stain it is recommended to 
treat for about twenty-four hours in a 2-4 per cent, solution of 
oxalic acid in 70-80 per cent, alcohol. It is an excellent stain for 
protein cell-contents, but is slow — sometimes requiring several hours. 
It can be used for staining in mass as well as for sections. 

Cedar, Oil of. Used for clearing preparations of bacteria, prior to mounting 
in Canada balsam or dammar. See pp. 271 and 449. 

Celloidin. A form of collodion. For use, see p. 400. 

Cherry-wood extract. Twigs of cherry, rejecting the thin, green parts, are 
cut up into thin shavings, steeped in absolute alcohol for twenty- 
four hours, to remove the chlorophyll as much as possible. The 
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shavings are now shaken free of the discoloured alcohol and steeped 
in a new supply, and allowed to remain for several days, being iVe- 
quently stirred. This fluid is then filtered, and evaporated down 
until a fragment of very coarse unbleached blotting-paper inoistened 
with it, and subsequently with hydrochloric acid, quickly becomes a 
deep violet colour. The residual fluid thus obtained is brown, and 
smells like camphor. Preserve in a well-closed bottle. Eeagent 
for lignin, 79. 

Chloral-hydrate, Used as a clearing reagent, of which it is one of the best, 
especially for growing points and pollen-grains. A solution of 8 
parts in 5 parts water. 

Chloroform. Solvent of fat and etherial oils. 

Chlorophyll solution, freshly prepared and concentrated ; a reagent for cork 
and cuticle, 185. 

Chlorzinc iodine (Iodized chloride of zinc). Zinc is dissolved in pure hydro- 
chloric acid, and the solution evaporated (metallic zinc being kept 
in it during the process) to the consistence of strong sulphuric acid ; 
in this is dissolved as much iodide of potassium as it will take up, 
and finally as much metallic iodine as it will dissolve. Chlorzinc 
iodine is the simplest reagent for cellulose, but acts much more 
rapidly in watery than in alcoholic sections, hence the latter should 
be placed in water. Glycerine sections can be placed in it, as the 
reagent diffuses very rapidly in glycerine. 

— — and iodine. Dissolve iodine in chlorzinc iodine till a precipitate 
begins to be formed. This fluid stains the callus of sieve-plates a 
deep brown colour. 

Ohrom-acetic acid, 1 per cent. Chromic acid 0*7 per cent., acetic acid 0'3 
per cent, in water. Used for ‘‘fixing” algse. Time taken, up to 
twenty- four hours. See p. 248. 

(Jhromic acid, 1 per cent For fixing Nitella, filamentous algte, etc. Twelve 
to twenty-four hours. After alcohol, the best of the simple fixing 
reagents, and preferable to it for many purposes. 

— — 20 per cent Used in preparing siliceous skeletons, pp. 96, 258. 

— — 25 per cent Dissolves membrane of pollen-grains. 

— — Concentrated. Used as a macerating agent like Schultze’s fluid, 
to which it is, however, inferior. Does not dissolve cork, 186. 

{All these Chromic Acid solutions are in Water.) 

Chromosmium acetic acid (Flemming’s Fluid), prepared of varying strengths 
of chromic, osmic and acetic acids, and probably the finest tjf all 
fixing fluids. See pp. 248, 438 and 445. 

Gbves, Oil of. Used for clearing sections prior to mounting in Canada 
balsam, etc. Preparations must be thoroughly dehydrated before 
using it 

CoaguHne, for sticking card labels on micro-slides. 

Cohn^s normal solution, a culture fluid for certain bacteria, made of 1 gramme 
acid phosphate of potassium, 1 gramme sulphate of magnesia, 2 
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grammes neutral acetate of ammonia, and 0*1 gramme calcium 
chloride, dissolved in 200 c.c. distilled water. 

Copper Acetate. Is a reagent for Tannin, For use, see p, 71. 

— (cuprammonia, ammoiiiacal cupric oxide, also known 
as Schweizer’s Reagent). Oxyliydrate of copper is carefully precipi- 
tated from a solution of the sulphate by a dilute solution of ammonia 
or of caustic soda ; the clear green precipitate, separated and 
repeatedly washed with water, is added while still moist to strong 
ammonia, in which, upon slightly warming, it is dissolved. Upon 
cooling, crystals of sub-sulphate of copper and ammonia fall to the 
bottom. The filtered liquid contains only the ammoniacal cupric 
oxide in solution. It must be kept in bottles of dark glass, or in 
the dark. It can also be prepared by digesting copper turnings in 
an open bottle with the liquor ammon. of the Pharmacopoeia. As 
it is very easily decomposed by light, it is perhaps best prepared 
fresh, when required. It is a reagent for cellulose, which it dis- 
solves after great swelling. The early stages of swelling often bring 
ont structure with great beauty. It is fit for use only so long as it 
rapidly dissolves cotton-wool. 

— Sulphate. Used in Fehling’s solution for sugar, 66. 

Gorallm solution. Dissolved in a 4 per cent, aqueous solution of carbonate 
of soda. To prevent its altering, a little camphor can be added to 
the solution. Constantly used for staining and differentiating 
mixed tissues. Specially stuins lignin, sieve-callus and starch.- 
According to Zimmermann, the callus reaction comes out best with 
overstaining and washing the surplus corallin out with 4 per 
cent, soda ; and is especially good with fungi. The colour is not 
permanent. 

Corrosive sublimate. Often used for fixing purposes. Can be removed from 
the preparation or fixed material by a solution of iodine. 

Creosote. A good clearing reagent, but inferior to chloral hydrate for grow- 
ing points, etc. It works very well after dehydration, as preparatory 
to mounting in Canada balsam. 

Crystal Palace glass cement, or other similar cement, such as Coaguline. For 
fixing card labels on object-slides. 

D. 

Dammar, Gum. Dissolved in warm turpentine, and evaporated to the 
thickness of syrup. Can be obtained in tubes ready for use. It is- 
a useful mountant for bacteria and filamentous algae, after dehydrat- 
ing and clearing, p. 302. 

Diastatic ferment. Prepared as shown on p. 23 for the corrosion and solu- 
tion of starch-grains. 

Diphenylamine. 0*05 gramme in 1<0 c.c. pure sulphuric acid. Used as 
reagent for nitrates and nitrites. See p. 67. 
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E. ■ 

Eau de Javelle (Pota^ssiuni liypochlorite). Eau de Laharraqiie (Sodiaiu 
hypochlorite). 

I give potassium hypochlorite the preference, though the two differ 
little in their action. Eau de Javelle can be prepared by stirring 
20 parts of the officinal (25 per cent.) chloride of lime with 100 
parts water, allowing it to stand some time, and adding a solution 
of 15 parts pure potash in 100 parts water. After allowing it to 
stand for one or several hours the mixture is filtered, and the 
filtrate used. Should lime still remain in the solution, and m a 
result the drops brought into use form in the air a skin of crystal- 
line carbonate of lime, this is easy to remove by adding a few 
drops of potash solution and filtering off the precipitate. Used to 
delignify wood sections, and as a clearing reagent for growing 
points. 

White of. Used, diluted with water, and with the addition of a little 
camphor, lor observations in the embryology of Gymnosperms. See 
p. 374. 

EhrlicNs Aniline-water fnchsin. To prepare and use, see p. 273. An 
admirable stain for Bacteria and their spores. 

Enclosing {or mounting) Fluid for Algm fin order to preserve the natural 
colour and form of Besmids, Volvox, and other Algae, can be prepareil 
by dissolving 1 gramme acetate of copper in a mixture of 130 
grammes camphor water, 130 grammes distilled water, and 20 drops 
glacial acetic acid. To this is added 260 grammes glycerine, or, in 
cases, more or less, and the solution is filtered. 

Enclosing {or mounting) fluid. HoyeFs^ for Aniline prepm'ations. A tall 
glass vessel with a wide neck is filled up to two- thirds with gum- 
arabic, in selected clear pieces. The vessel is then filled up to the 
neck with a solution of 50 per cent, acetate of potash, or with a 
watery solution of acetate of ammonia containing, to each 30 grammes, 
10 grammes of caustic ammonia neutralised by a sufficient quantity 
of acetic acid. The gum is dissolved in a few days, if the vessel is 
often shaken, and forms a syrupy fluid, which is filtered through 
thick swansdown — a process taking about twenty-four hours. 

Enclosing fluid for Carmine and Hcematoxylin {Logwood) preparations. This 
is prepared as above, excepting that, instead of acetate of potash or 
of ammonia, a concentrated solution of chloral hydrate, to which is 
added 5 to 10 per cent, glycerine, is used. After some time this 
fluid may become turbid, and it is then necessary again to filter it. 

Preparations mounted in either of these fluids require no further en- 
closing. 

Eosin. Strong solution in alcohol. Stains protoplasm deeply. Especially 
useful for sieve-tubes, aleuron -grains with crystalloids, etc. 
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Eo&in, Watery. Acts in much the same way. Also used to stain potas- 
sium nitrate solution in plastiiolysis studies, pp. 46, 253. 

— logmod (Renaut's), Concentrated watery soluiion of eosin, 30 c.e., 
saturated alcoholic solution of hsematoxylin, 40 c.c., glycerine- 
saturated with potassium-alum, 130 c.c. The solution should remain 
unstoppered for some weeks till the alcohol has evaporated, and 
should then be filtered. A good double stain for nuclear structure. 

Ether. As a reagent, used as a solvent for oils and ceric acid. Used also, 
to dissolve cake celloidin. See p. 400. Also in the identification of 
Gin tin in fungi, p. 239. 

■■ ...F. ■ 

Fehlinfs Solution. For preparation, see p. 66. A reagent for glucose and 
cane sugar. 

Flemming^ s Soluiion or Fluid. See Chromosmium acetic acid. 

Fiichsin. Dissolved in half-and-half alcohol and water. Sections treated 
previously with alcohol and stained with this, show up the structure 
of thickened cell- walls. Stained, and washed in absolute alcohol, 
the colour is removed from all excepting corky walls ; more briefly 
washed, and controlled by careful watching, it is left also in lignified 
membranes ; hence it can be used, e.g.j with logwood, as an excellent 
double stain. 

— (Acid). Prepared by dissolving 0*2 per cent, acid fuchsin in dis- 
tilled water, and a little camphor added to make the solution keep. 
A capital stain for chromatophores ; but it must be remembered that 
it is soluble in alcohol, and this must not therefore be subsequently 
used. 

— iodine-green. Prepared by pouring a solution of iodine-green in 
50 per cent, alcohol into a saucer, and adding fuchsin, also dissolved 
in 50 per cent, alcohol, until the fluid takes a markedly violet 
colour. This stain is very useful in vegetable histology. The 
sections to be stained remain for about a minute in this solution,, 
and are then transferred to glycerine. Excellent for nuclear stain- 
ing after Flemming’s fluid. 

G. 

Gelatine. Used as a nutrient medium in cultivation of pollen-grains, 391, 
and of bacteria, 283. 

Gentian-violet. Very dilute watery solution, stains decolorised chlorophyll- 
bodies, and other chromatophores, bacteria, spermatozoids, and the 
nuclei of fungi. 

— — Acetic. Gentian- violet is dissolved in 1 per cent, solution of 
acetic acid till the solution has a deep violet colour. A good nuclear 
stain. 

These two stains are invaluable in preparations to show nuclear 
figures. The stained preparations keep in glycerine. 
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Gentian-violet {Gram's Method). A mixture of 3 grammes aniline, 1 gramme 
gentian- violet, 15 grammes alcohol, and 100 grammes water. In 
nuclear staining (for which it is invaluable, especially alter fixing bv 
an acid method, such as picric, etc.), the sections remain in the stain 
from one to a few minutes, the stain is washed off with alcohol, and 
a solution of 1 part iodine and 2 parts potassium iodide in 300 parts- 
water is at once added. This gives the sections a dark colour, and 
is at once washed off with alcohol; oil of cloves is added, which 
extracts more colouring matter from the sections, and usually first 
brings out the characteristic differential staining ; finally the sections 
are mounted in Canada balsam. A very good double stain may be 
obtained by dissolving eosin in the clove oil. The walls and the 
achromatic nuclear figure appear pure red, and the chromatic figure 
violet (Zimmermann). 

Glycerine. Used as a mounting fluid, also for clearing tissues by heating 
sections in it, and for dehydrating; also in differentiating corky 
from cuticularised membranes. See p. 186. 

— acidulated. Used like acidulated alcohol (g.v.). 

— diluted. Two parts glycerine, one part water. 

— and alcohol. Half and half. Used especially for softening hard 
alcohol material. 

Preparations showing fixed cell-contents are best not transferred direct 

from alcohol to glycerine, but placed in a mixture of alcohol and I 

glycerine, allowed slowly to concentrate by evaporation of the j 

alcohol, and similarly treated before mounting in glycerine jelly. | ; 

— gum. Ten grammes gum-arabic, 10 c.c. water, 40 or 50 drops glycerine. | 

Used for embedding small or loose objects in section cutting, 231 i ’ 

(leaves of moss), 389 (pollen-grains), 409 (small seeds). J 

— jelly (Kaiser’s). One part by weight of finest Prench gelatine is- 

softened for about two hours in six parts by weight of distilled 
water. To this is added 7 parts by weight of chemically pure 
glycerine, and to each 100 grammes of the mixture is added 1 gramme 
concentrated carbolic acid (Phenol). It is then warmed for from ten i; 

to fifteen minutes, while continually stirring, till all the flocculence j 

which the addition of the carbolic acid caused has disappeared. i; 

While still warm, it is filtered through the finest cloth of spun-glass * 

or glass-wool, which has been previously washed in distilled water, 

and laid in the funnel while still damp. Can be obtained of E. 

Kaiser, Berlin. For notes on method of use as a mounting medium, 

see p. 31. ■ ■ . .'V'/'-:'..;! 

Gold-size. Finest English. Used for closing micro-preparations. See- 
p. 31 (Glycerine-jelly), 37, 113 and 442 (Canada balsam). 

Gum-arabic. Use in making enclosing fluids, etc., and for embedding. 

See also Glycerine-gum. 

10 per cent clear filtered solution. Used for slackening move- 
ments of spermatozoids, 359. 
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^um-aroMc. For adhesive use on glass. 100 grammes gum-arabic in 250 c.c. 
water, to which is added a solution of 2 grammes crystallised 
aluminium sulphate in 20 c.c. water. 

H. ' " ' 

H<Bm(din-ammonia. See Ammonia-hsematim 

H(ematoxylm (Logwood), Bohmer’s. Dissolve 0*35 gramme hcematoxylin 
in 10 grammes absolute alcohol. This will keep indefinitely.. For use 
add this solution drop by drop to a second solution of OT gramme 
alum in 30 grammes distilled water until a beautiful blue-violet colour 
is produced. Allow the mixture to stand for a few days, and filter 
before using. See-p. 146. 

— — GrenacbeFs. Prepare — 

(1) Saturated solution of hsematoxylin in absolute alcohol. 

(2) Saturated solution of ammoniacal alum crystals in distilled water. 

Take 4 c.c. of (1) and mix with 150 c.c. of (2). Allow it to stand in the 

light for a week, filter, and add to it 22 c.c. glycerine and 25 c.c. 
methylated alcohol. Before use it is best to allow it to stand for 
some time till any precipitate has time to settle. 

These hsematoxylin solutions stain best if old, and should be used 
very dilute, i.e,, a few drops in a watch-glass of water. Sections 
of alcohol material, etc., must previously be placed iu water to 
prevent a precipitate being formed on the surface. All acids must 
be avoided, though J per cent, hydrochloric acid is useful in case 
of overstaiiiing. Logwood is invaluable for staining cell -con tents, 
nuclear figures, etc. 

Hydrochloric add, J per cent in *70 per cent alcohol. Used in restoring over* 
stained carmine preparations. See p. 249. 

— — 10 per cent in ’water. Sometimes used as a sterilising fluid to 
keep utensils in. 

— — concentrated, 

— — mixed with from three to five times its hulk of "water can be 
used for maceration. For method, m p. 159. 

I. 

Iodine, in alcohol, OflScinal tincture of iodine, diluted- with alcohol to a 
dark sherry colour. Or iodine dissolved in alcohol to the same tint. 

— in glycerine. Iodine dissolved in glycerine, and water added if 
desii‘ed to dilute it. When undiluted, can be used to show minute 
grains of starch by carefully heating the preparation in a drop. 

— in potassium iodide. Take 5 c.g. iodine, 20 c.g. potassium iodide, and 
15 c.c. distilled water. 

— and sulphuric acid (colours cellulose blue). Best obtained with 
potassium -iodide iodine, and sulphuric acid diluted with half its 
volume of water, 2 vols. acid to 1 vol. distilled water. 
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Iodine Mst/er’s). Details of preparation found in footnote to p. 20. 

A special use oriodine is found in Gram’s Method of Bacterial Staining, 
See Gentian-violet amd also Gorrome SubliTmte. 

Solutions of iodine should be kept in darkness, or else in coloured 
glass bottles. Or the stock can be kept in a dark cupboard, and 
that in use replaced at intervals as seems necessary. For very 
exact purposes iodine solutions should always be kept in the dark. 

See also Ghlorzinc iodine^ 

green. Watery solution. TTse for membrane staining, and as a 

rapid nuclear stain. 

__ Acetic, In 1 or 2 per cent, acetic acid, iodine-green is dissolved 

until the fluid appears a deep blue-green colour. A rapid means of 
fixing and staining nuclei. 

Tran acetate. \ Used in tannin reactions, 71. A dilute 

watery solution, to which a drop of 
nitric acid may be added. 


per chloride solution, 
sulphate solution. 


Culture Fluids for fresh water Algse. For preparation and mode of 
use, see pp. 251-2. 


Macerating rmrl^ure {SchulUe%.^,3^'v%^ methods for using this important 
reagent have been suggested. 

(1) Place in a wicfe'Tjest-tube some pieces of chlorate of potash, and 
pour over them suflB.cient strong nitric acid to completely cover 
them ; then lay in the fluid longitudinal sections of the material 
and warm over a flame till gas is actively evolved. Allow it to 
work for a few minutes, then empty the whole into a dish of 
water, and carefully wash. Eemove the sections with a glass rod 
into another vessel of water, and thence into water on an object 
slide ; there they can be torn to pieces with needles. 

(2) Put the sections in a tube with an equal bulk ol chlorate of potash, 
cover with concentrated nitric acid, and proceed as above. 

(3) Use 1 gramme chlorate of potash to 50 c.c. nitric acid, and proceed 

as above. , 

(4) 3 grains chlorate of potash and 2 drachms nitric acid (sp. gr. 1*10) ; 

keep the sections in this, cold, for a fortnight. 

After carefully washing in alcohol, the preparations as above can be 
preserved in glycerine. 
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Magenta, See Fuchdn, 

Magnesia sulphate. Used in Knop’s culture fluid for Alg^e ; Cohn’s normal 
solution and Pasteur’s Fluid. 

Marjoram, Oil of. Clearing reagent, before mounting in dammar or Canada 
balsam. 

Methyl-hlue (Loffler^s), 100 c.cm. potash of strength 1 : 1000 , and 30 c.cm. 
concentrated alcoholic solution of methyl-blue. This solution can 
be preserved for years in a well-closed bottle. For staining bacteria 
in the tissues, p. 274. 

— — (Methylene-blue). Watery solution. Preparations washed, 
after staining, in water, show the cell- wail coloured, and not the 
protoplasm. Sections of alcohol material must be washed in water 
before staining. Is also taken up by the tannins. 

— gree7i. Alcoholic solution, used for material in absolute alcohol. 
Stain for five to thirty minutes, wash in distilled water, and mount 
in glycerine. Stains nuclei only. 

— — Acetic, See Aniline-green, Acetic. 

— niolet. A concentrated alcoholic solution should be kept. For use, 
it can be added drop by drop to a little distilled water till this is 
deeply coloured. This fluid is specially used for staining the pellicle 
(zoogloea) of bacteria. A portion of the pellicle is placed on an 
object-slide, and a drop or tw^o of the methyl-violet placed thereon 
and allowed to remain till the stain appears suflGicieiitly deej). A 
little experience is needed here to judge the strength of the fluid and 
depth of the staining. If this is too deep, the jelly in which the 
bacteria are embedded is also stained. After staining, wash the 
preparation with water, or, better, with a 10 per cent, solution of 
acetate of potash. After lying for half an hour in the air, the 
preparation can be mounted in Canada balsam ; not in glycerine, as 
that di^olves out the colour. Or it can be mounted in a watery 
(10 per cent.) solution of acetate of potash. 

— — Watery solution. Used as stain for chromatophores, 53 ; also as 
a stain for the protoplasmic connections in sieve-tubes, the colour 
being removed from the walls by lying for a few days in glycerine. 

Millonh reagent. Dissolve metallic mercury in its weight of concentrated 
nitric acid, and dilute with an equal volume of distilled water. 
Plugge recommends dissolving 1 part by weight of metallic mercury 
in 2 parts of nitric acid of sp. gr. 1*42, and then diluting with twice 
its volume of water. This reagent ought to be prepared fresh, but 
is said to be restored to a useful state by a few drops of a solution of 
potassium nitrate. Swells cell-walls, and displays their lamination. 
Protein substances are disorganised, but, after standing for a while, 
take a characteristic brick-red colour ; slightly warming hastens 
this. (This reaction appears to fail sometimes. The crystalloids 
of Eicinus retain their form even when heated nearly to boiling 
point.) 
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Molybdate of ammonia. Dissolved in a concentrated solution of ammonium 
chloride. 

Mordants, for fixing stains; an account of the use of is found on p. 111. 

Mounting fluid. See Enclosing fluid, Canada balsam, Gum dammar, Glycerine- 
jelly, Glycerine, etc. 

N. 

Nigrosme (Quality I. of Trommsdorf). Watery solution. 

— Picric. To a saturated watery solution of picric acid, a small quan- 
tity of watery solution of nigrosine is added till the fluid appears a 
deep olive-green colour. Exceedingly good for unicellular and 
filamentous algae, staining and fixing at the same time (twelve to 
twenty-four hours). Also as a double stain for lignihed and un- 
lignified membranes. See p. 111. 

Nitric acid. Used in xantho-proteid reaction (q.v,), and for maceration. 

O . 

Oli'oe oil. Sometimes used as a temporary moimtant. See pp. 33, 52. 

Orange G. A good nuclear dye. Used for nuclear figures in saturated 
aqueous solution. 

Orcin. In alcoholic solution this is used as a reagent for inuline. See p. 6.9. 

Osmic acid, 1 or 2 per cent. Must be kept in darkness, and in a well-closed 
bottle. Colours oil-drops brown. Instantaneously fixes living 
protoplasm, and hence serves in nuclear studies. In a mixture of 
9 parts 0*25 per cent, chromic acid solution, and 1 part 1 per cent, 
osmic acid, filamentous algsd, Nitella, etc., can be at the same time 
hardened and stained. See also Flemming^s Fluid (Chromosmium 
acetic acid), and footnote on p. 445 for decolorising after. 

R; ■■■ 

Paraffin. Used as an embedding material for sectionising. See p. 445. 
Paraffins of melting points 45° C. and 52° C. respectively are re- 
quired. For some purposes harder paraffins with melting point up 
to 58° are useful. 

Pasteups Fluid. See p. 289 for preparation. 

Phenol. See Carbolic acid. 

Phloroglucin. Alcoholic (or watery) solution, 1 to 5 per cent., or even so 
low as yV per cent, will do. Followed by hydrochloric acid, is the 
best reagent for lignin. See pp, 78 and 134. Phloroglucin is expen- 
sive, but a convenient substitute can be prepared from cheiTy-wood. 

Cherry-wood extract. 

Picric acid. Saturated watery solution. A good fixing fluid, but requires 
- very careful washing out, evspecially before using logwood as a stain. 

— — Can be dissolved in sea-water for fixing marine algae. 

— alcohol. Picric acid dissolved to saturation in 50 per cent, alcohol. 
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Picric anilme-hlue. To a saturated watery solution of picric acid, about 4- 
per cent, of a saturated watery solution of aniline-blue is added, so 
that a deep blue-green fluid is produced. 

— nigrosine. See Nigrosiney Picric. 

Fotaah (Potassium hydrate). Concentrated watery solution. A test for 
suberin (p. 186). Suberised tissues placed in it become yellow ; if 
warmed, the colour is much deeper ; if boiled, the suberin is exuded 
in the form of yellowish drops. 

— Dilute watery solution^ 5 or 6 per cent. Specially used as a ‘‘clear- 
ing” reagent. 

— Acetate of. Concentrated solution in water. Used as amounting 
fluid. After covering with the cover-glass, the preparation must 
not be sealed for about twenty -four hours. The fluid does not 
crystallise. p. 216. 

— A Icokolic (Kussow’s). Rectified spirit is mixed with a concentrated 
watery solution of potassium hydrate till a slight precipitate is 
formed. The fluid is frequently shaken, and allowed to stand for 
twenty -four hours. The resulting weakly yellow fluid is poured off 
from the sediment, and for use must be diluted with half its volume 
of distilled water. For the ordinary purposes of dilute potash, this 
is preferable to the watery solution. 

All these potash reagents, especially the watery solutions, must be 
kept in well-stoppered bottles, and the stopper occasionally 
anointed with vaseline. 





! 


Bichromate of 10 per cent, solution in water. Reagent for tannin. 



— (Morale of. Constituent of Schultze’s macerating mixture {q.v.). 

— ]s Urate of {Saltpetre). A constituent of Knopfs culture-fluid for 
algaj, 251. 

. — — in 10 per cent, solution. An excellent plasmolysing reagent. 

— Phosphate of A constituent of Knopfs and Pasteur’s nutrient 
solutions iq.v.). 

— — — (^Acid), A, constituent of Cohn’s normal solution ($.^?.). 
Poiassio’sodic tartrate. Used in Fehling’s sugar reaction, 66. 

Potassium permanganate. Used in the preparation of Diatoms, 269. 
Purpurin (Delta). Sometimes used with “solid green” or with chrysoidin 

as a double stain, 112. 


liosamline {or Puchsin) violet (Hanstein’s). — Equal parts methyl-violet and 
fuchsin (magenta) mixed and dissolved in alcohol. Shows up strati- 
fication of cell- walls, and differentiates sections of stems, especially 
monocotyledons. Stains protoplasm bluish-violet ; amyloid sub- 
stances, nucleus, and gums different shades of red ; resins, blue ; 
tannin, foxy -red ; cellulose, pale violet ; lignin, reddish ; bast-fibres, 
deep-red ; sieve-tubes and bast parenchyma, hardly at all. This is 
also an excellent stain for chlorophyll bodies. 

Ruthenium red. 
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s. 

Safranin in alcohol (absolute). Saturated solution. Stains nucleus well in 
material hardened in alcohol, chromic acid, or picric acid. In the 
latter two cases the sections must first be washed in water, and then 
placed in a little of the safranin solution diluted with an equal 
quantity of distilled water. Leave in this from twelve to twenty- 
four hours. They can be examined from time to time in a drop of 
the same fluid to see how the staining is proceeding. Then wash in 
absolute alcohol till they cease to give off colour ; place in oil of 
cloves or of marjoram, and then mount in dammar or Canada balsam. 

— in water. Saturated solution, one of the best single stains for differ- 
entiating tissues, and permanent. See pp. 111-2, Its action is 
illustrated on the stem of Lycopodium, 177. 

— — A very highly recommended safranin stain is prepared by 
mixing equal quantities of a saturated solution in alcohol and 
another saturated solution in water. 

Saltpetre, See Potassium nitrate. 

Schnitzels macerating mixture. See Macerating mature. 

Schweizer^s Reagent See Copper Ammon-oxide. 

Skdlac. The clearest possible, dissolved in absolute alcohol to the thickness 
of syrup, and filtered. Sometimes used as a mounting medium. 

Sodium chloride (table salt). Used in 5 or 10 per cent, solution as a 
plasm oly sing agent. 

Starch paste (from Potato starch). Used in 1 per cent, solution as a nutrient 
material in pollen-cultures, 392. 

Sugar (Cane), For solutions. 2-5 per cent, can be used to observe 
living cells in (pp. 38, 434) ; 15-20 per cent, solution (or stronger) 
to induce plasm olysis; 2-4 per cent, to induce conjugation in 
Spirogyra (p. 292) ; and solutions of various strengths, with 1*6 per 
cent gelatine added, serve as culture fluids for pollen-tubes (p, 391 
et seg.). 

Sulphuric acid, concentrated, 

— — dilute. Equal volumes of sulphuric acid and water. Also 2 
acid : 1 water. 

— — 12 percent. Used as a test for Bacteria, 270. 

■ T. , 

Tannin solution (in water). Used for colouring crystalloids. See p. 36. 
Also as a mordant, 111. 

Tartar emetic (antimonio-potassio tartrate). Also used as a mordant, 111. 

Turpentine. 

V. 

Vaseline, 

Vesuvin. Water solution. Used for staining bacteria, 230. 

32 
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w. 

PFaa:. Small wax candles or “vestas”. For making wax-spots on micro- 
slides to protect objects against pressure. See p. 442. 

X. 

XanthofToteid reaction^ for protoplasm. With successive use of nitric acid 
and ammonia, protoplasm colours yellow. 

XyloL A clearing reagent for micro-sections, and a medium for Canada 
balsam. 

Z. 

Zinc chloride. Used as a mordant. See p. 111. 

NOTES. 

Acetic Methyl-green, In Behrens’ “ Tabeilen,” the formula for prepara- 
tion of acetic methyl-green is given as methylgriin 2*5 gr., water 
100 C.C., glacial acetic acid 1 o.c. 

Iodine glycerine (anhydrous). According to the same authority iodine 
glycerine may be prepared by dissolving 0*2 gr. iodine in 10*0 c.o. 
pure glycerine. It is used for the identification of tunicin, dextrin, 
glycogen, amyloid bodies, protein bodies, alkaloids, gums, slimes, 
latex, etc. 

Muthenium red (ammoniacal ruthenium sesquichloride). A reagent for 
pectic mucilages, etc. See note on p. 433. 





APPENDIX lY, 

GENERAL NOTES ON METHODS, AND SELECTED REAGENTS. 


The following notes include the most useful of the reagents given in 
Appendix III., and those therefore which it is desirable should be included 
in a limited selection. They are classified according to their purpose or 
nature. . 

For alcohol and methylated spirit, see a note at the beginning of 
Appendix III. 

Micro-chemical Reagents. — These are used on account of certain effects 
(reactions) which they produce upon some constituent or other of 
the plant, and by which therefore the presence and nature of that 
constituent can be recognised. Naturally in micro-chemistry we 
are restricted to optical reactions, and hence these reagents always 
produce distinctive effects, either swelling, dissolving, colouring, 
evolution of gas, etc. 

(1) Iodine in alcohol 

(2) — m glycerine. Can generally be made from (3) when 

required. See also note on p. 498. 

(Z) Potassium-iodide iodine, 

(4) Chlorzinc iodine. 

Acids. 

(fi) Sulphuric acid (concentrated). 

( 0 ) — — {dilute). Can be prepared from (5) as required by 
mixing 1 drop with 1 or 2 of water. 

(7) Hydrochloric acid {concentrated). „ 

(7a) — — (I per cent, in 70 per cent, alcohol). 

7a can be prepared when wanted by putting 1 drop strong 
acid in a watch-glass of 70 per cent, alcohol. 

{S) Nitric acid {Qivon^. 

(9) Acetic acid {^acidP). 

— — (2 per cent). Stock solution for fixing fluids. 

( 10 ) Chromic acid (saturated). 

<10a) — — (25 per cent). Other percentages can be made from 
this as required. 

(10b) — — (1 per cent.). Stock solution for fixing fluids. 

(11) Osmic acid (2 per cent.). Stock solution for fixing fluids. 
Keep in dark. 

(12) Picric acid. Saturated watery solution. 

(499) 
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(13) (stroBg). 

(14) Fehlmg^s solution, ^e-pt stock, 

(15) Caustic potash {concentrouted). 

(16) — — (5 or 6 per cent.). 

Liorganic Salts. 

(17) Perchloride, Acetate, or Sulphate of iron. 

(18) Bichromate of potash {10 p&r cent, watery solution). 

(19) Chlorate of potash {c.vy^idl^\ 

Organic bodies. 

(20) A MwZ (absolute, or 90 per cent). 

{20a) Methylated alcohol, old style (mkcihle with, alcoholf 
b ; {21) Ether. ;■ 

(22) A root or tincture. 

(23) A 7iiline chloride {in olcoliol). 

(24) Camphor. 

(25) Carbolic acid (phenol). 

(26) Gelatine. 

(27) Phloroglucm, or Cherry-wood extract 

(28) Cane sugar. 

{'^9) Turpentine. 

Preserving Fluids. — The best is methylated alcohol (old style), of which 
a good supply should be kept The material to be preserved for 
future work should be completely covered. For work in nucleus 
or protoplasm, 95 per cent, alcohol should be used. 

SoPTENiNG.— Alcohol material, especially if old, is often brittle, and stems, 
etc., are hard. Soften for twenty-four hours in — 

{ZO) Half-and-half glycerine and meth. alcohol. 

If it seems desirable, the alcohol can be allowed to slowly evaporate, 
and the glycerine to concentrate. 

Hardening. — S oft tissues can often be hardened for cutting by three days 
in methylated spirit. 

Fixing the Cell-contents. — For studies in nuclei or protoplasm it is- 
necessary to fix the cell-contents of the material, while quite fresh, 
without allowing them to contract. The material must be in very 
small pieces, so as to be rapidly permeable, and the fluid, except in 
the case of osmic. acid, must be one hundred times the bulk of the 
material. The best fixing fluids are : — 

(20) Absolute (or at least 90 per cent.) alcohol, 

(lOo) Chromic acid, 1 per cent., or chrom-acetic acid, 1 per cent. 

(31) Osmic acid, 2 per cent. 

acetic acid, of “v^arying strengths, prepared as 

required. 

(33) Picric add (saturated watery). 

In chromic acid, cbrom-acetic acid, or picric acid of the above strengths 
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the material can lie for twenty-four hours ; then be laid in distilled 
water, frequently changed, for any time up to twenty-four hours. 
If not required for use at once, instead of this, first wash in 50 per 
cent, alcohol, then transfer to *70 per cent, then 80 per cent, and 
finally to 95 per cent, alcohol, or strongest methylated spirit, 
changing this after twenty-four hours if it is then discoloured. 
In this they can he kept for use {see p. 445). 

Most algse are best fixed in 1 per cent, chromic acid, or in picric acid, 
mixed with an equal volume of alcohol, for the same reason that 
alcohol potash is often preferable to watery potash solution, viz,, 
to avoid undue s’welling of the walls. 

Section-cutting. — Various hints on this subject will be found scattered in 
the text ; see ‘^Sections” and ‘‘Embedding” in the General Index. 
Where the material to he cut is alcohol-material, keep the razor and 
surface wet with alcohol ; otherwise use water or, if the material is 
hard, glycerine. The razors are best hollow-ground ; but for cutting 
wood use a razor only slightly hollowed, or flat on one side. Keep 
the razors sharp. 

Thin objects which have to be cut can be placed in glycerine-gum, be- 
tween pieces of elder-pith or smooth cork ; or even, if moderately 
hard, between pieces of soft wood, such as poplar or lime- wood. 

Very small objects may be embedded, either in celloidin or glycerine- 
gum (see these headings in Index). For very minute objects, 
such as pollen-grains, gum alone, or with a very small proportion 
of glycerine, can he used. A layer of strong gum is placed on the 
end of a piece of elder-pith, and when set nearly firm the pollen- 
grains dropped on it, and then another drop of gum placed on the top. 

For cutting with a microtome, see p. 453 et seq. 

Sections when cut may be lifted from the razor with a camel-hair 
brush. If laid on flatly, they will not curl. With such a brush 
a section can likewise be turned over. See p. 27. * 

Clearing. — The cell-contents are often opaque ; and when it is desired 
especially to see the cell- walls, as, e.g., in growing-points, the prepara- 
tion must be cleared. Clearing reagents act by dissolving, or at 
least swelling, the cell-contents. The best of these are • 

(16) Caustic Potash (5 or 6 per cent, watery). 

(16b) — — Alcoholic, 

(34) Chloral hydrate. 


(35) Eau de Javelle. 

After treatment writh chloral hydrate or watery potash, wash in water ; 
after alcohol potash, in alcohol, and then mount in glycerine. 
Eau de Javelle is specially used for alcohol material. For method, 
see p. 210. After treatment, place in dilute alcoholic glycerine, 
and allow this slowly to concentrate. 

Sections of alcohol-material which have been stained and are to be 
mounted in Canada balsam or dammar, must be cleared in another 
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way. First place tliem for a minute or two in alcohol of the 
strength of that used for staining, and then into absolute alcohol 
for another like period. Thence transfer to— 

(36) Oil of cloveSj OT^ 

(37) Turpentine ayid craosote (4:1). 

Sections stained with aniline dyes should be treated as above, but 
cleared in — 

(38) Oil of cedar. 

Staining. — This may be done in a watch-glass, or, better still, in small 
white earthenware saucers, such as are sold with cheap paint-boxes, 
especially could those be obtained of larger size, say If or 2-in. in 
diameter. As a rule, the best staining is obtained by dilute solutions 
and long treatment The section to be stained must be immersed 
in the staining fluid, and examined from time to time to judge 
progress. 

The object of staining is to show up (differentiate) diversities of struc- 
ture, either of the plant skeleton or of the cell-contents, each stain 
particularising some special feature. 

For a limited list, selected from those in Appendix III., the best are : — 

(39) Aniline blue. 

(40) Acetic aniline-green. 

(41) Oorallin. 

(42) Fuchdn (Magenta) in 60 per cent, alcohol. 

(43) Acetic gentian-violet. 

(44) Methyl-violet in water. 

(45) Safranin in water. 

(These are all aniline dyes, stain rapidly, and the preparations fade 
more or less if kept in the light. Safranin is most permanent) 

(46) Mayer* s Alum-carmine (Carmalum). 

(47) Grenacher*s logwood (best old). 

In many cases two stains can be used concurrently ; such are : — 

(48) Kuchsin iodine-green. 

(49) JSosin-logwood. 

(60) Bosaniline violet. 

Mounting. — Preparations can be mounted in 
Glycerine. 

— jelly. 

Hoyer’s mounting fluid (for aniline preparations). 

Acetate of potash. 

Canada balsam in turpentine or xylol. 

Dammar. 

No preparations containing water or glycerine can be mounted in 
Canada balsam or dammar. Watery preparations must be first 
dehydrated in alcohol; glycerine preparations first soaked for 
some time in water, and then in alcohol; and either of them 
afterwards cleared with oil of cloves. 
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For mounting in glycerine-jelly or Hoyer's fluid, water or alcohol must 
previously be removed by laying for some time in glycerine. 

Preparations in acetate of potash retain their chlorophyll. 

Closing.— Preparations mounted in Glycerine-jelly, HoyePs fluid, Canada 
balsam, or dammar do not need further closing. In all these cases 
it is however desirable to put one or two thin layers of— - 

GoU-dze with a fine brush, over the junction of cover* glass and object- 
glass. This must not be done till the mounting-fluid has set firm ; 
and one layer of gold-size should be dry before another is added. 

Preparations in glycerine should be hermetically sealed with Canada 
balsam in turpentine, laid round the cover-glass thinly with a thin 
glass rod, and, when dry, topped with gold-size. 

Preparations in acetate of potash should be closed with gold-size. 

Labelling.— Paper labels may be stuck on the object-slides with pure gum 
containing a trace of glycerine or of aluminium sulphate, as described 
in Appendix II. Card labels, on the other hand, with glass cement, 
such as Crystal Palace cement, coaguline, etc. 


The following is a still more restricted list, answering nearly all 
practical purposes 

Micro -Chemical Reagents, — Potassium-iodide iodine, Chlorzinc iodine 
Sulphuric acid (cone.), Hydrochloric acid (cone.), Nitric acid (strong), 
Acetic acid (2 per cent.), Chinmic acid (25 per cent.), Ammonia 
(strong), Osmic acid (1 per cent.), Caustic Potash, Perchloride of 
iron, Chlorate of potash (crystals), Ether, Alcanna tincture, Carbolic 
acid, 10 per cent. Sodium chloride solution. 

Preserving Fluid. — Methylated alcohol (old style). 

Fixing and Hardening Fluids.— -Absolute alcohol. Chromic acid, 1 per 
v-eaTi., Acetic acid, 2 per cent. 

Clearing Fluids. — Potash in alcohol, Eau de Javelle or Chloral hydrate, 
Oil of cloves. 

Stains.— Methyl-blue, Corallin, Acetic gentiana-violet, MayePs Carmaluiu 
(alum carmine), Logwood, Safranin, Methyl-violet, Fuchsin iodine- 
green, Eosin-logwood, Rosaniline violet. 

Mounting Media. — Glycerine, Glycenne-jelly, Canada balsam, Gold -size, 
Gum, Acetate of Copper enclosing fluid for Algae, 
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Abbe’s illuminating apparatus. See 
condenser. 

Ahies, See Picea, 

Abietineee, 371. 

Absciss layer, 95, 201. 

AUUilon, cork in, 182. 

Acacia, compound pollen of, 391. 

— bastard. See Bohinia. 

Accessory cells (to stomata), 85. 

Accumbent (of cotyledons), 410. 

Acer (Maple), autumnal coloration of, 
58. 

Acetic acid, tise of, 34, 63, 64, 210, 216, 
250, 270, 404. See also Appendix 
III. 

1 per cent., 250. 

2 per cent., 63, 64, 216, 404. 

5 per cent., 272, 274. 

and gentiana violet. See gen- 

tiana violet. 

and methyl-green. See methyl- 

green. 

as reagent for calcium salts, 63, 

64. 

Achene, 413. 

Aconitum Napellus, structure of ovule, 
398 (fig. 145). 

Acorus Calamus^ structure of root, 165 
(fig. 66). ^ ' 

Adonis autmnnalis, Adonis cesfivalis, 
red chromatophores of flower, 57. 

Adventitious shoots, 246. 

Aecidiomycetes. See Puccinia. 

^cidium Berberidis, See Puccinia 
graminis. 

JBcidium-cups, 330. 

Aerating chamber. See ventilating 
chamber. 

.^sculin, 202. 

JEsculus Hipp)ocastanum, fall of leaves, 
201 ; glandular hairs of, 98 (fig. 
38) ; pollen development, 444. 

Agapanthus umhellatus, development 
- of pollen in, 385 ; of pollen-tubes, 
393. 

Agar-agar, use of, 283, 292. See also 
Appendix III. 

Agarictis campestris, structure of, 238 
(fig. 94) ; reproduction, 336 (fig. 
120 ). 


Agave, epidermis and stomata, 86. 
Ailanthus glandulosa, leaf-fall in, 203. 
Air, removal from tissues, 65, 63. See 
aZ5o air-pump. 

— bubbles, to recognise under the 

microscope, 15; to remove, 31, 
404. 

— chambers of Marchantia, 234. 

— passages, of stem, 171. 

— pores of Marchofritia, 236 (fig. 93). 

See uZso stomata. 

— pump, use of, 56. 

Albumen, 379. 

— crystals. ' See protein crystals. 
Albuminous bodies, reactions for, 29, 

34. 

degrees of solubility, 35. 

Alburnum, 77. 

Alcanna tincture, use of, 34, 88, 144, 
186. See also Appendix III, 
Alcohol, absolute, use of, 34, 46, 69, 
270, 302, 312, 400. See also Ap- 
pendix III. 

— 50 per cent., 69, 193, 239, 242, 270, 

302, 324, 401. 

— 82 per cent., use of, 400. 

— to rectify transparency, 210. 

— acidulated, 249, 273. 

— picric, use of, 245. 

— glycerine, for softening tissues, 75, 

114, 139, 165, 162, 241. 

Alcoholic fermentation, 288, 317. 
Alder. ' See Alnus glutinosa, 

Aleurone grains, reactions of, 28. 

of Capsella bursa-pasioris, 410 

(fig. 149) ; Lupinus, 32 ; Pisum 
sativum, 28 (fig. 11) ; Ricinus com- 
munis, 33 (fig. 13) ; Triticum 
vulgare, 30 (fig. 12), 419 (fig. 151). 
Algae, as constituents of Lichens, 239. 

— colonial, 264. 

— fresh-water, cultivation of, 251. 

— reproduction of, 290; Spirogyra, 

291 ; Cladoplkora, 293 ; Yaucheria, 
295 ; Fucus, 298 ; Ckara, 305. 

— structure of ; Fucus vesiculosus, 240 

Cladophora, 246 ; Spirogyra, 251 
Diatomace0e,255; Protococcus, 259 
Hcematococcus, 260 ; Anabcena, 261 
Oscillariai 262 ; Ghocapsa, 263. 
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Alisma Plmitago^ structure of fruit and 
se d, 413 (fig. 150), 

Alkanna tincture, use of, 34, 88, 144, 
186. 

Allium Ce;pat structure of root, 163 
(fig. 65); cultivation of pollen- 
tubes, 392. 

Almis, length of tracheae in, 163. 

Ahe^ red chromatophores, 67. 

— 'nigricans^ epidermis and stomata, 

86 (fig. 31) ; structure of leaves, 
86. 

AUircBm-eriat cell and nuclear division, 
439. 

Alternation of generations, 332. 
AUhcea roseUy pollen grains, 388. 

Alum, watery solution, use of, 249 ; to 
rectify transparency, 210; as a 
mordant, 111. 

— carmine, use of, 111, 249, 296. 

— haematin, 249. 

Aluminium chloride, 249. 

Amanita, 333. 

Amitotic nuclear division, 466 (fig. 
160). 

Ammonia, molybdate of, reagent for 
tannin, 71, 149. 

— use of, 161, 269, 318. See also 

Appendix III. 

— haamatin, haematin-ammonia, 
Am^elopsis hedsracea, autumn colora- 
tion of, 68. 

Amphigastria, 234. 

Amylo-dextrin, 124, 131, 148. 
Amyloplasts, 57. 

Amylum bodies. See pyrenoids. 
Anabcena Azollce, 261 (fig. 99). 
pistil of, 397. 

Ana^tychia dliaris, reproduction, 336 
(figs. 120*, 121) ; thallus, 239. 
Anatropous ovule, 399 (figs. 145-8), 
Androecium of Angiosperms, 380 ; of 
Gymnosperms, 367. 

Angiosperms, definition of, 367; an- 
drcBcium, 380 (figs. 140-3) ; gynoe- 
cium, 394 (figs. 144-8) ; seed, 409 
(figs. 149-151) ; fruit, 423. 

Aniline blue, use of, 126, 128, 147, 176, . 
178. See also methyl-blue. 

with picric acid. See picric 

aniline blue. 

— colours, basic, 270. 

— green, 0*001 per cent., use of, 28, 

235. See also methyl-green, 
oil, 273. 

— sulphate, reagent for lignin, 79. 

See also Appendix III. 

■ water, preparation of, 278. 

fuchsin 273. 

Annual rings (of wood), 163. 

Annular vessels (or tracheides), 102, 




Anther, 380; structure and develop- 
ment in Hemerocallis fulva, 380 
(fig. 140) ; various substitutes for 
Hemerocallis, 385. 

Antheridium of Chara, 306 (fig. 112) - 
Fiocus platycarpus, 299 (fig. Ill) 
Funaria hygronietrica 347 (fig[ 
125) ; Marchantia polymor^pha, 341 
(fig. 123); Mnium hornum, 345; 
Folypodiuni vulgare, 358 (fig. 131^ ; 
Polytrichum junipermum, 346;: 
Pythium, 323 ; Yaucheria sessilis 
297 (fig. 110). 

Antherozoids. See spermatozoids. 
Anticlinal cells-walls, 211. 

Antipodal cells. See embryo-sac. 
Antirrhinum majus, coloured cell-sap 
of petals, 66. 

Apex. See growing apex. 

Apical cell of Eguisetum arvense, 215- 
(figs. 84, 85) ; Nitella, 246; Pteris 
o^etica, 224 (fig. 89). 

— meristem, 204 et seq, (figs. 82, 83) 

219 et seq. (figs. 87, 88). 
Apocarpous, 395, 413, 

Apogamy, 310 (note). 

Apophysis (of moss), 349, 352. 
Apostrophe, position of, 64. 

Apothecia, 836. 

Apple. See Pyrm Malus. 

Aquariutn, use of an, 251. 

Aquilegia, culture of pollen-tubes, 393* 
Archegonium of Funaria hygrometrica,. 
348 (fig. 126) ; Marchantia poly- 
morpha, 342 (fig. 124); Mnmm 
hornum, 347; Picea vulgaris, 373 
(fig. 136) Poly podiwn vulgare, Z6(y 
(lig. 133). 

— opening of an, 360. 

Aril, micropylar, 417. 

Aristolochia Sipho, of stem,, 

131 (figs. 48. 49). 

Arrowroot, West Indian, 18. 
Arthrosporous (bacteria), 269. 

Asci, Ascospores, of Penicillium, 325; 
Morchella, 326; Ascobolus, 327; 
explosive dehiscence of, 338 (note). 
See also spores. 

Ascobolus furfur aceus, 327 ; ascospores, 
328 ; sexuality, 329. 

Ascomycetes. See PeniciUium, Mor- 
chella, Ascobolus. 

— sexuality of the, 329. 

Ash. See Fraxinus excelsior » 
Asparagus, red chromatophores, 55. 
Aspidiuni FUix-mas, sporangia, 356. 
Assimilating cells, 197 ; tissue, 198 ; 

in Od.^ 

Auricula. See Primula. 

Australian blue-gum tree. 


tes, 332. 

68 . 


See Euca-^ 
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Avena saliva^ Puccinia on, 265 ; starch 
grains, 18 (fig. 8) ; vascular 
bundles, 113. 

Asal cylinder of mosses, 228. 

Axillary buds, origin of, 214. 

Azalea^ vascular bundle ends, 199; 
compound pollen of, 391. 

Azolla, 261, 

Azygospore, 310 (note). 

Bacillaj^iacb^ (Diatom aceee), 255. 

Bacillus Amylobacter, 268; Bacillus 
subtilis, 277 (figs. 104, 105) ; Bacil- 
lus buccalis, 276 (fig. 102). 

Bacteria, 265 (figs. 102-105); amyloid 
in, 268 ; cell-contents, 267 ; cilia, 
268 ; coccus-form, 266 ; colours of, 
267; colonies, 286; culture, 277 {see 
also culture-methods) ; division 
of, 278; fixing, 271 ; germination, 
280 ; odours from, 286 ; pathogenic, 
286; plasmolysis of, 276; pleo- 
morphism (polymorphism), 269; 
power of resisting high tempera- 
tures, 277 ; relations with oxygen, 
282 ; spore formation, 268, 280 ; 
surface film (pellicle), 266 ; swarm- 
ing, 268 ; zoogloea stage, 267, 268. 

— action of sunlight on, 285. 

— investigation in interior of tissues, 

274 ; material, to obtain, 221, 231. 

*— of hay {see Bacillu < subtilis) ; of 
teeth, 275 (fig. 102) ; sulphur 
Bacillus, 268; iron Bacillus, 268. 

— permanent preparations, 269 et seg. 

— reactions -of, 269. 

— staining, 270 et seq., 273, 274 ; 

double-staining, 273. 

Bacterium Ter mo, 281. 

Balsam. See Inipatiens. 

Barberry. See Berberis vulgaris. 

Baric, 187. 

Barley. See Hordeum vulgare. 

Barm. See Saccharomyces. 

Basic aniline colours, 270. 

Basidia, JEcidiwny 330 (fig. 118) ; 
Agaricus, 336 (fig. 120) ; Russula, 
335 (fig. 119). 

Basidiospores. See spores. 

Bast (phloem), 104, 105, 166. See also 
vascular bundles. 

— parenchyma, 127. 

Bastard A oa fi a. See Bohinia. 

Beale’s eaimine. See carmine. 

Bean flour, starch of, 17 (fig. 6). 

Bean, Horse. See Vida Faba» 

Beck’s microscopes, xxi, 1. 

Beech. See Fagus sylvatica. 

Beetroot. See Beta vulgaris. 

Begonia, crystals in (footnote), 64. 

Bell-jars (receivers), xxxi. 

Berberis vulgaris, Puccinia on, 330 
(fig. 118). 




Bertholletia ea^lsa, protein crystals 
in, 37. 

Beta vulgaris, coloured cell-sap, 58 
structure of root, 62 ; cane-sugar" 
in, 67 ; nitrates in, 67. 

Bicollateral bundles, 126. 

Bifurcation (branching), 233. 

Bilateral, 365. 

Bird’s nest Rape. See Monotropa. 
Bismarck brown, use of, 46, 210, 270.. 
Bladder of 244. 

— campion. . See Silene inflata. 
Blood-serum, use of, 284. 

Bloom (a form of wax-covering), 423. 
Bog-mosses. See Sphagnum. 

Boiling water, as a fixing fluid, ISO,. 
302. 

Borax-carmine, use of, 28, 33, 115.. 

See also Appendix III. 

Bordered pits, 74 (fig. 27), 110, 140 et 
seq. See also pits, closing mem- 
brane, torus. 

— development, 142 (fig. 52). 
Bottle-cork, structure and reactions- 

of, 187. 

Bracken fern. See Pteris aquilina. 
Bracts (of Firms), 368, 370 ; ebracteate, 
431. 

Branching, of root, 225. 

Brassica Napus, development of flower,, 
429. 

Biazil uut. See Bertholletia, 

Bromine vapour, use of for fixing, 302.. 
Brownian movement, 20, 57, 69. 
Bryonia dioica, bicollateral bundles^. 
126. 

Bryopkyta, structure of, 228 et seq. 
Budding, 288. 

Buds, axillary, origin of, 214. 

— terminal, 245. See also growing 

apex of stems. 

Bulbils. See gemmae. 

Bundle-sheath in Allium 163 (fig. 65) ; 
Acorus, 166 (fig. 66) ; Iris, 167 (fig.. 
67) ; Taxus, 170 (fig. 68). See also> 
endodermis, starch-sheath. 
Bye-produots, manufacture of, 288. 

Cabinets for microscope slides, xxxii.. 
Calcium carbonate, reactions of, 64; 
as cystoliths, 64; as incrusta- 
tions, 64, 

— oxalate, reactions of, 43. 

— phosphate, in Dahlia, etc., 70. 

— sulphate. See lime, sulphate of. 
Caldwell’s rocking microtome, 461 

(fig. 159). 

Callose mucilage, 429, 433. 

Calluna vulgaris, compound pollen,. 
391 

Callus, ilO, 129, 148. See also sieve- 
tubes, 

Calyptra, 349 (figs. 127, 123). 


Galyptrogen, 221 (fig. 81) et seq. 
Cambium, 117 (fig, 44), 123, 132 ; in- 
terfascicular, 134 (fig. 49), 741 
(figs. 51, 62), 147. See also 

thickness, increase of; vascular 
bundles, etc. 

— ring, formation of, 134. 

‘ Camel-hair brushes, xxx. 

Camera lucida of Abbd, 40 (fig. 15) ; 
2eiss, 42 (fig. 16) ; Wollaston, 44 ; 
Beale, 44. See also drawing, and 
introduction, xxviii. 

Camphor, use of, 60, 374, 
Gampylotropous ovule, 416, 433. 
Canada balsam, in benzol, chloroform, 
turpentine, or xylol, use of as 
mountant, 36-7, 272, 442. See 
<zZso Appendix III. 

for closing, 32, 113. 

‘Canal-cell, of Marchantia, 342 (fig. 
124); of Picea, 374 (fig. 137); of 
Polypodium, 362 (fig. 133). 
-Cane-sugar, Fehling’s reaction for, 67. 

— chemotactic stimulant, in mosses, 

344. 

' Capillary apparatus of Sphagnum, 232. 

— tubes, use of, 361. 

• Capitula, in Ohara, 306. 

Capsella Bursa-Pastoris, structure and 
development of embryo and seed, 
409 (fig. 149). 

■ Capsule of moss. See sporogonium. 

‘ Carbolic acid, use of, 200, 388, 414, 419. 

fuchsin, 273. 

Carbonic acid gas, relations with 
chlorophyll and light, 197. 

■ Carinal intercellular passages, 179. 
Carmine, alum, use of, 111, 296. See 

also Appendix III. 

‘ Carpellary leaf, or carpel, 394 (fig. 144). 
Carrot. See Daucus Oarota. 

Carum hulbocastanum, a monoootyle- 
donous dicotyledon, 416. 

' Oaryopsis, 417. 

Caulicle, 379. 

Gauline bundles, 210. 

Caustic potash. See potassium hy- 
drate. 

Cedar, oil of, use of, 271, 447. 
Celandine, See Chelidomum majus. 
Cell, 27, 39. 

' Cell-division, 434 ; in Cladopkora glo- 
merata, 368 ; in diatoms, 267 ; in 
endosperm of Momtropa, 403; 
anthers of Fritillaria persica, 438 
(fig. 154) ; of Helleborus fostidus, 
443 (fig. 165); of Tradescantia 
virginica, 434 (fig. 163). 

— See also cambium, growing apex, 

and Chap. XXXII. 

‘Oelloidin (collodion), use of , 400. 


Cell-plate, 437, 462 (figs. 153-4,160-1' 

Cells, multmuolear, See nucleus * 

Cell-sap, 39 ; blue, 56, 67 ; purple, 41 ; 
red, 64, 55, 56, 58 ; violet, 39, 74; 
yellow, 56. 

Cellulose, reactions of, 64, 65, 72, 73, 
243. 

~ ferment, 322. 

— fungal-cellulose, reactions of, 240, 

331. 

— mucilage, 429. 

— starch-cellulose, reactions of, 337. 

Cell-wall, structure of, in Dahlia, 68 ; 

of date, 73 ; seed of Ornithogalum 
umbellatum, 78 ; Pinus sylvestris, 

■■■■ " 74. ■ 

— thickening, 72, 73, 74. 

— - See also cuticularisation, lignifica- 
tion, middle lamella, suberisation, 
etc. 

Cement (glass), 32. 

Central cell. See oosphere. 

— cylinder, 102, 106, 132, 1 63, 172, 

211. See also Stele. 

Cerasus Lauro-Cerasus, pits in, 73. 

Ceratopteris thalictroides, germination 
of spores, 362. 

Ceric acid, reactions for, 186. 

Chcetocladium Jonesii, 317. 

Chalaza, 399 (fig. 145). 

Chamber, moist. See moist chamber, 

— warm. See oven. 

Chara, protoplasmic movement in, 
37 ; structure, 305 ; reproduction, 
306. 

Oharaceae. See Cha/ra, Plitella^ 

Cheiranthus Cheiri, hairs, 91 (fig. 33). 

Chelido7iium majus, vasouJar bundle 
of, 124 ; latex vessels of, 124. 

Chemotaxis, of Fuciis oospheres, 304 ; 
of moss-spermatozoids, 344 ; fem- 
spermatozoids, 361. 

Cherry, structure of fruit, 423. 

Cherry-laurel. See Cerasus Lauro- 
Cerasus, 

Cherry-wood, extract of, reagent for 
lignin, 79. See also Appendix III. 

Chitin, reactions for, 239. 

Chloral hydrate, use of, 53, 200. 

Chlorococcus humicolum = Cystococcus 
humicola. 

Chloroform, use of, 34, 270, 448. 

Chlorophyceae, 293. 

Chlorophyll, a reagent for cork, 186. 

Chlorophyllan reaction, 348. 

Chlorophyll-bands. See Spirogyra. 

Chlorophyll - bodies, 47 ; in Funaria 
hygrometrica, 52 (fig. 17) ; in 
Echeveria, 53 ; Vallisneria, 63 ; fern 
. prothallia, 53 ; Mnimn, 53 ; Pel- 
lionia, 60 ; change of position, 53 ; 
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decolorised by alcohol, 52; dis- 
solved by chloral hydrate, 63; 
disorganisation of, 58 ; division 
of, 52 ; function of, 197 ; relations 
of carbonic acid gas with, 197 ; 
reactions of, 248 ; starch in, 52 
(fig. 17); staining, 53. 

Chlorophyll-corpuscles. See chloro- 
phyll-bodies. 

Chlorophyll-grains. See chlorophyll - 
bodies. 

Chloroplasts. See chlorophyll-bodies. 

Ghlorzinc iodine, use of, 64, 65, 72, 
73, 83, 88, 105, 106, 108, 119, 132, 
144, 168, 186, 240, 243, 278, 365, 
382, 390, 406. 

and potassium-iodide iodine, use 

of, to differentiate sieve-plates, 
161. 

reagent for cellulose, lignin, 77 ; 

cuticle, 83, 88 ; fungal cellulose, 
240 ; pectin, 382, 390. See also 
Appendix III. 

Christmas rose. See Hellehorus, 

Ghrom-acetic acid, 1 per cent., use of, 
248. 

Chromatophores, 68, 241, 247, 262; 
green, 51 (fig. 17) ; orange, 54 (fig. 
18), 56 ; yellow, 54 ; red, 56, 67 ; 
orange-red, 67. 

— to fix and stain, 60. 

Chromic acid, 1-0 per cent,, use of, 50, 
245, 248, 263, 312. 

20 per cent., use of, 96, 258. 

25 per cent., use of, 382, 391. 

concentrated, use of, 75, 159, 

186, 268. 

Ghromoplasts = chromatophores. 

Ohromosmium acetic acid. 248, 312, 
445. 

Chromosomes, 435, 440. 

— reduction of the, 440. 

Chroocoocacese, 263. 

Cilia, 268, 281 (fig. 105), 294 (fig. 108), 
296 (fig. 109), 301 (fig. Ill), 308 
(fig. 113), 320 (fig. 116), 341 (fig. 
123), 347 (fig. 125), 360 (fig. 132). 
See also swarm-spores, zoospores, 
spermatozoids. 

— of Lichens, 239. 

— of moss-peristome, 360 (fig. 129). 

Circulation. See protoplasm. 

Citrus vulgaris (0. Aurantium)^ struc- 
ture of fruit, 427. 

Cladonia rangiferina^ 338. 

Cladophora glomerata, 246 (fig. 95) ; 
structure, 246 et seg. ; swarm- 
spores, 293 (fig. 108). 

Clearing reagents. See potash, Eau de 
Javelle, glycerine (hot), turpen- 
tine, xylol, carbolic acid, chloral 
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hydrate, oil of cloves. See also 

p. 200. 

Clearing sections, 37, 271. 
Cleistocarpous, 326. 

Clips on microscope stage, 3. 

Closed vascular bundles, 106. 

Closing membrane. See pits. 

Cloves, oil of, use of, 37, 272, 275, 302, 
312,388,390. 

Club-mosses. See Lycopodium, 
Cluster-crystals. crystals. 

— cup. See Puccinia. 

Coccus bacteria, 266. 

Cohn’s normal solution, 281. 
Ooleorhiza, 420, 421. 

Collateral vascular bundles, 105, 121, 
178. 

Collecting cells, 198. 

Collenchyma, 127, 132, 154. 

Colonial algge, 264. 

Colonies, bacterial, 285. 

Colour-bodies. See chromatophores. 
Columella, of Mucor, 312 ; Mnium, 351 
(fig. 128). 

Commisural, 433. 

Companion-cells, 104, 110, 129, 166. 
aZso sieve- tubes. 

— origin of, 129. 

Oonoeptacles of Fucus, sterile, 244; 
fertile, 299. 

Condenser, use and value of, xxvi, 3, . 
7, 275. 

Conducting tissue, 105, 198 ; bundles, . 
198, 228, 230. 

Cone of Gymnosperms, 370 ; mor- 
phology of, in Finns, 371. 
Conidia, 288. See also gonidia. 
Conidiophore. See gonidiophore. 
Ooniferae, 371. See also Gymnosperms. 
Coniferous stem, 137. 

Oonjugatae, 293. 

Conjugating canal, 291. 

Conjugation in Spi/rogyra, 291 ; to in- 
duce, 292; in Cladophora, 294; 
Mucar, 816 (fig. 114). 

Conjunctive tissue, 102, 106, 118. 
Connecting threads. See spindle-fibres.. 
Connective, 380. 

Convallaria, pollen-tubes of, 392. 
Copper acetate, reagent for tannin, 71*. 

— ammon-oxide. See cuproxide am- 

monia, and Appendix III. 

— beech, coloured cell-sap of, 68. 

— sulphate, use of, 48. 

Coprinus, 327, 336. 

Corallin (in carbonate of soda solution),, 
use of, 108, 112, 114, 128, 145, 147,. 
158. See also Appendix III. 
Cordyline rubra* See Dracasna rubra*. 
Core (of apple), 426. 

Cork, 185. 
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■Cork cambium. See pbellogen. 

— for leaf-fail, 201. 

— in Cryptogamia, 230. 

— origin and function, 187* 

— pathological, 188. 

— reactions of, 185 ; staining of, 183 ; 

structure of membrane, 185. 

— stomata. See lenticells. 

— structure and , development of, in 

Cytisiis Labtirmim, 185; in JDra- 
ccma.lld (fig. 44) ; Qitercus Suher, 
187 ; Bibes rtibrum^ 187 ; Bosa^ 
95; Sambticus nigra, 182 (fig. 73). 

— use of, in section-cutting, 82, 409, 

414. 

‘Corpuscula, now known as the 
oospheres in the gymnospermous 
archegonia, q.v, 

-Corrosive sublimate, for fijdng, 36, 60. 

— precautions in using, 60 (footnote). 

‘Cortex, 102, 106 ; primary, 106 ; secon- 
dary, 119. I 

•Cotyledonary sheath, 420. ^ 

‘Cotyledons, 378 (fig. 139), 409 (fig. 149), 
416 (fig. 150), 416. 

Cover-glasses, xxix ; to clean, xxx, 10. 

— dependence of dry objectives on 

thickness of, xxv ; inclined plane 
for, XXX. 

'Cowslip. See Primula, 

Crataegus, 65. 

Creosote, use of, 200. 

'Cress. SeeLepidiumsati/vum. 

Crown (in oogonium of CJiara), 309. 

— imperial. See Pritillaria imperi- 

alis, 

'Cruciferse, hairs of, 90, 

‘Cruciferous flower, 430. 

‘Cryptogams, vascular. See Pterido- 
phyta. 

Crystalloids. See protein crystals. 
Crystal Palace cement, use of, 24. 
‘Crystals, 63, 95, 116 (figs. 42, 43), 119, 
148, 191, 195 (fig. 77). 

— calcium oxalate, 63. 

carbonate, 64. 

phosphate, 70. 

— inuline, 69. 

— See also raphides. 

<Cucurhita Pepo, bicollateral bundles 
of, 126 (fig. 47) ; movement of 
protoplasm in hairs of young 
shoots, 47 ; pollen-grains of, 390 ; 
tracheal plugs in root, 162. 

Culture fluids, Knop’s, for fresh-water 
algae, 251; Cohn’s, for bacteria, 
281; Pasteur’s, 289; for Mucar, 
312. 

methods for bacteria, 282; culture 
chamber, 279 ; ^s&, 286V from 
hay, 277 ; from lettfic'e^' 266 ; from 




peas, 281 ; macroscopic appear- 
ance, 286 ; moist chamber, 279 ; 
on object-slide, 243 ; pure cultures, 
283 ; on solid substratum, 283 ; 
on gelatine plates, 284 ; sterilisa- 
tion of culture fluids, 279, 289, 
312 ; suspended drops, 286 ; in 
tubes, 285. 

Culture methods for fern spores, 362 ; 
for fresh- water algse, 251, 252 ; for 
mucor, 312 ; for micro-fungi, 318 ; 
for pollen-grains, 320 ; for yeast, 
289. 

Cuproxide ammonia, reagent for cellu- 
lose, 65, 72. See also Appendix 
III. 

Oupules of Ma/rchantia, 339 (fig. 122 b). 

Cushion of fern prothallium, 358. 

Cuticle, reactions, 83, 88, 186. 

Cuticularisation, 167, 382. See also 
exine, suberisation. 

Outin, reactions. See cuticle, 

Cycas revoluta, spermatozoids in, 376. 

Cystidia oi Bussula, 333 (fig. 119), 335. 

Cystococcus humicola, 

Cystoliths (of Ficus), 64. 

Cytisus Laburnum, structure and 
chemistry of cork, 185 ; vascular 
bundle ends, 199. 

Cytoplasm, 29, 39, 45. 

— living and dead, 46. 

— plates, in Cladophora, 247. 

Dahlia variahiUs, structure of tuber, 
68 (fig. 24) ; inuline in, 69 (fig. 
25). 

Dammar (gum), use of, 278, 302. See 
also Appendix III. 

Damping ofi of seedlings. SeePythium, 

Dandelion. See Taraxacum, 

Date. See Phoenix dactylifera. 

Daucus Carota, colour-bodies in root, 
67 (fig. 20). 

Decolorising stained sections, 112. 

Decussate (leaves), 213. 

Dedoublement, 432. 

Dehiscence of sporangia of Aspidium, 
366. 

Dehydrating (sections), 446. 

Delphinium Aja^is, ovary, 394 (fig. 
144). 

— Consolida, pistil of, 322; coloured 

cell-sap and colour-crystals in 
flower, 57, 68. 

Dermatogen, 211 (figs. 82, 83), 220 (fig. 
87) et seq,, 416, 420. 

i Desmideas, 255, 298. 

Diaphragm, iris, 2 

— ; in stem of Hippuris vulgaris, 209. 

Diarch (vascular bundles of roots), 169, 
225. 
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Diastase, action of, on starob., 23, 422 ; 
extraction from malt, 23 ; presence 
in pollenigrains, 392 ; in germina- 
tion, 422. 

Diatomacese, 255 (fig. 97) ; movements, 
258 ; conjugation in, 293. 

Diatoms, to prepare skeletons of, 258, 

Dicotyledons, vascular bundles of, 121 
et seq. ; root of, 140 ; seed of, 409 ; 
thickening of, 131 ; pollen forma- 
tion in, 443. 

Dimorphism, 397, 

Dioecious, 303 ; in ]\lucorines, 325. 

Diphenyl amine, reagent for nitrates, 
67. 68. 

Di'Comycetes 327. 

Dissecting. Microscope, xxvii, 205, 
(figs. 79-81) ; spectacles for, 208 ; 
needles used in, 209. 

Division, See cell-division. 

Dorsal, 234. 

Dorsi-ventrality of leaf, 191 ; of Mar- 
chantia, 233 et seq.; of Lichens, 
239; of Selagin' lla, 365. 

Double staining, 110. 

Double-fertilisation, 408 (note). 

Draccena ritbra, structure of stem, 117 
(fig. 44). 

Drawing, importance of, 15 ; methods, 
40r5 ; preservation of, 45. 

— desk, 42. 

— prism, xxviii, use of 40 ; Abbe’s, 40 

(fig.lS); with two prisms, 42 (fig.l6). 

Draw tube, use of the, 4. 

Drupe, structure of in Prunus, 424, 

Drying frame, xxxi (fig. 1) ; to use as a 
moist chamber, xxxi, footnote. 

Duckweed. See Lemna. 

Duramen, 77. 

Dust, removal from preparations, 81. 

Ea.u de Javelle, solvent of lignin, 79 ; 
clearing reagent, 210. 

action on cutin, 210 ; transfer- 
ring from to glycerine, 216. 

use of, 216, 220. See also Ap- 
pendix III. 

Echeveria, chlorophyll in, 63; wax 
upon, 99. 

Ectoplasm, 50, 263. 

Egg-apparatus. See embryo-sac. 

— white of, use of, 374. 

Ehrlich’s aniline-water fuchsin, 273. 

Elceagnus angustifolia, scales upon 

leaf, 94. 

Elaters, of Marchantia, 344; otEqzme- 
turn, 364. 

Elder. See Sambiccus nigra. 

— pith, xxxi ; use of, 82, 231. 

to obtain, 82. 

Elodea^ protoplasmic movements in, 
49 ; growing apex, 212. 
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Embedding for section-cutting, 400, 
446. 

Embryo, structure and development 
in Alisma Plantago, 413 (fig. 150) ; 
Capsella Bursa-Pastoris, 410 (fig. 
149) ; Monotropa, 404 ; Picea vul- 
garis., 376 (fig. 138) ; Prunus, 424 ; 
Triticum, 417 (fig. 151), 419. 

— cell, 413. 

— nucleus, 305, 376, 403. 

— of moss, 349 ; fern, 362. 

Embryo sac, structure and develop- 
ment, in Acouitum, 399 (fig. 145) ; 
Capsella Bursa - Pastor is, 412; 
Gloxinia, 405 ; Monotropa Eiqio- 
pitys, 400 (fig. 146); Orchideic, 
404 (fig. 147); Picea vulgaris, 
373 (fig. 136) ; Pinus, 371; Pyrola, 
401; Torenia asiatica, 405 (fig. 
148). 

— antipodal-cells, 399, 405 ; egg-ap- 

paratus, 402; filiform apparatus, 
406; oosphere (germinal vesicle, 
embryonic vesicle), 399 ; syner- 
gidse, 403, 

Embryonal tubes, in Picea, 376, 
Embryonic vesicle. See embryo-sac, 
oosphere. 

Enclosing fluid. See Appendix III. 

and mounting fluid. 

Endocarp, 414, 424. 

Endoohrome plates, of PwwuXaria 
viridiSy 257. 

Bndodermis, structure in root of 
Acorus Calamus, 166 (fig. 66) ; 
Allium Cepa, 163 (fig. 65) ; of EquA- 
setum, 180 ; Iris florentina, 167 
(fig. 67) ; Pteris, 175 (fig. 69) ; 
Taxus, 170 (fig. 68). See also pp, 
318 et seq., and bundle sheath, 
starch sheath. 

— See Stelar theory. 

— Outer. See suberose layer. 
Endoplasm, 64. 

Endosperm, 379, 403, 410,419; develop- 
ment in Mcmotropa JSypopitys, 403 
(fig. 146) ; in Capsella, 412, 

— homology with prothallus, in 

373. 

Endosporous (bacteria), 269. 
Endothecium (of anther), 384 (fig. 
140). 

Ends of the vascular bundles, 198. 
Engelmann’s bacteria method, 282. 
Eosin, use of, 35, 46, 253. 
Eosin-iogwood, See Appendix HI. 
Epiblast, 420, 421. 

Epicarp, 414, 424. 

Epidermis, ^-100 ; structure^ in AloS 
nigrica7ts, 86 (fig. 31) ; Iris florcn- 
Una, 80 (fig. 28) ; Buta graveolens, 
190 (fig. 75) ; TradescanUa, 86 {fig. 
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30) ; striae on, 55 ; buttress-ridges 
in, 56. 

Epidermis, function of, 83, 198. 
Epidermoid layer, 241. 

Epilohiurn, pollen-tubes of, 387 ; ovary, 
397. 

Bpiplasm, of Morcliellaf 326 ; of Asco- 
bolus, 329. 

Bpistrophe, position of, 53. 
Epithelial-cells, 143 (fig. 53), 420. 
Equisetum arvense, apical cell, 215 
(figs. 84 and 85) ; structure of stem, 
179 (figs. 71, 72). 

— Iwmsum, reproduction of, 363. 
Erecting eye-piece, xxvii, 209. 

Erica, compound pollen of, 391. 
Eschscholtzia, morphological value of 

flower, 398. 

Etserio, 413. 

Ether, use of, 34, 186, 239, 242, 270, 
312, 400. 

Etherial oil. See oil. 

Eucalyptus globulus, wax layer, 99 ,* 
structure of leaf , 195, 

Eiumymus japonicus, development of 
apex, 212 (fig. 83). 

Euphorbia helioscopia, starch grains, 
19 (fig. 9) ; latex, 19 ; calcium 
phosphate in, 70. 

— splendens and E. Jacguinmflora, 

starch grains, 19 (fig. 10) ; latex, 
19; latex-cells, 126. 

— Caput-Medusa, calcium phosphate 

in, 70. 

Everlasting pea. See LathyrUs, 
Exalbuminous, 424. 

Exine, 370, 381 = exospore. 
Exodermis (suberose layer), 165. 
Exothecium (= epidermis of anther), 
383. 

Bye-piece, erecting, xxvii, 209. 

— spot, in Cladophora, 294 ; in Fucus, 

302. 

Fagus sylvatica, structure of leaves, 
195 (fig. 77). 

Fairchild’s perforated pail, 447 (fig. 
156). 

Fall of leaves, 201. 

False indusium. See indusium. 
Fehling’s solution, preparation and 
use of, 66, 67. 

Felt, on Verbcoscum, 93. 

Fermentation, alcoholic, 288; cellu- 
lose, 322 ; diastatic, 422. 
Fermentative changes, 288. 

Fern, Hart’s tongue. See Scolopen^ 
drium vulgare. 

— Male. See Aspidinm FiUx-mas, 

— Polypody. See Polypodimivulgare, 
Ferns, reproduction, 354; structure, 

m. ■ 


: Ferrous sulphate, use of, 36. 

Fertilisation, 305 ; Conifers, 372 ; Ferns,, 
300 ; Ohara, 309 ; Fucus, 302 (fig’. 
Ill), 305; Marchantia, 343; Mosses, 
348 ; Monotropa, 400 ; Orchids,. 
404 ; Pythium, 323 ; Torenia, 405 
(fig. 148) ; Vaucheria, 298. 

' — chemotactio stimulant in, 361. 

• — double, 408 (note). 

— terminology of, 253. 

Fibres, 160 (fig. 63) ; solerenchyma, 72. 
109. 

Fibrous layer (of anther), 383 (fig. 
140) = mesothecium. 

Fibro-vascular (fibro-vasal) bundles, 
or strings. See vascular bundles. 

Ficus elastica, cystoliths of, 64 (foot- 
note). 

Filament, 380. 

Filiform apparatus, 406 (fig, 148). 

Finding an object, 32, 279. 

Fir, Scotch. See Pinus sylvestris. 

Fission, 287. 

Fission-fungi. See Sohizomycetes. 

Fixing chromatophores, 60 ; cell-con- 
tents, 248 ; with absolute alcohol,, 
364 ; boiling water, 302 ; bromine 
vapour, 302; chrom-acetic acid, 
206; chromic acid, 248 j osmic 
acid, 248 ; glacial-acetic acid, 
248 ; heat, 271 ; picric acid, 248 ; 
picro-sulphuric acid, 302; Flem- 
ming’s fluid (ohromosmium acetic 
acid), 248, 312, 445. See also 
nucleus, nuclear division. 

< — protein grains and crystalloids, 35. 

— stains. See mordants. 

Flag, sweet. See Acorus Calamus. 

Flemming’s solution, for fixing, 248„ 
312, 445. 

— orange G. method of staining, 457. 

Fleshy, as character of fruits, 426. 

Flower, development of, 429. 

Focussing, 4-7, 9. 

Foliar bundles, 194, 210, 230. 

Fontinalis aniipyretica, peristome, 363 
(fig. 129). 

Foot, of Marchantia, 342. 

Fraximcs excelsior, leaf-fall, 203 ; 
growing apex, 216. 

Free-cell formation, in endosperm of 
Monotropa, 404. 

Free (of ovary), 395. 

Fritillaria imperialis, pollen of, 386. 

— persica, cell and nuclear division, 

489 (fig. 164). 

Frog-bit. See JSydrocharis. 

Fruit, structure in AUsma Plantago, 
413 ; Citrus vulgaris, 427 ; Prunus, 
423; PyrusMalus,4,^^'; Triticum„ 
417. 

I — scales (of Pinus), 370, 
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Frastule (Diatoms), 255 (fig. 97). 
Fucaceae, 241. 

Fuchsia, pollen-tubes of, 387; water- 
pores of, 89. 

Puchsin (magenta), 112, 186. See also 
Appendix III. 

— Acid, use of, 60 ; to prepare, 60. 

— aniline-water (Ehrlich’s), 273. 

— carbolic (Ziehl’s), 273. 

— (watery) and picric acid, 112. 
Fucus platycarjptcs, reproduction, 298 

(fig. 111). 

— vestculosm, vegetative structure, 

240 ; chemical reactions, 242 ; in- 
crease of thickness, 243; sterile 
conceptacles, 244 ; reproduction, 
303. 

Fimaria hygrometrica, antheridia, 347 
(fig. 125) ; archegonia, 348 (fig. 
126) ; chlorophyll bodies of, 52 
(fig. 17) ; protonema, 230 (fig. 91) ; 
sporogone, 353 (fig. 128), 

Function and structure, correlation of, 
198. 

Fundamental tissue (ground tissue), 

101 . 

Fungal cellulose, 240, 331. 

Fungi, vegetative structure of, 237 et 
seq. (fig. 94) ; reproduction of, in 
Mucor, 311 ; Phytophthora, 318 ; 
Pythium, 321 ; Penicillium, 323 ; 
Morchella, 326 ; Ascobolus, 327 ; 
Pticcima, 330 ; Bussula, 833 ; 
Agaricus, 336; Anaptychia, 336. 
Funicle, 399 (fig. 145), 424. 

Funkia ovata, pollen development in, 
386. 


Galeobdolon, culture of pollen -tubes, 
392, 

Gametes, 294. 

Gamostele, 173, 176. 

Gas-chamber, 279. 

Gelatine and glycerine. See glycerine 

jelly. 

— nutrient, 283. 

— use of, for bacterial-cultures, 284 ; 

for pollen-cultures, 391. 
Gelatinous lichens, 240. 

— membranes. See Fucus, Qloecapsa, 

Bacteria, etc. 

Gemmse, of Marchantia, 233, 339 (fig. 

122 , 122 -^). 

Generation, alternation of, 332. 
Gentian- violet, acetic. See Appendix 
III. 

™ use of, 63, 65, 270, 273, 302, 312. 
See also Appendix III. 

(Gram’s). See Appendix III. 

G erminal apparatus. See embryo-sac, 
egg-apparatus. 


Germinal vesicle. See embryo-sac, 
oosphere* 

Germination of Mucor gonidia, 313. 

— (of wheat), 421 ; fermentative 

changes in, 422, 

Germ-tube, 313. 

Gills. See Lamellae. 

Ginkgo biloba, autumn tints of, 58; 

spermatozoids in, 376. 

Glands (oil) of Citrm, 427 ; Rida 
graveolens, 189 et seq, (figs, 75, 
76) ; in Eucalyptus, 195. 

— (trichomes) of Verbascum, 93 ; 

nettle, 95; Primula, 97; Pelar- 
goniwn, 97 ; pansy, 98 ; horse- 
chestnut, 98. 

Glass bell-jars, xxxi. 

— disks, to cover watch glasses, xxxi. 

— rods, xxxi. 

Globoids in Rkinus, 33 (fig. 13). 
GZteocapsa, 263 (fig. 101). 

Gloxinia hybrida, pollen-tubes, 392 ; 

embryo-sac of, 405. 

Glucose, reactions of, 66. 

Glycerine and alcohol, 75, 114. See 
also Appendix III. 

— a reagent for cork, 186. 

— as a mountant, 113. 

— clearing tissue by heating in, 413. 

— dehydrating by, 289. 

— for embedding, 400. 

— gum, use of, 231, 389, 409. 

— jelly, use of, 30, 111, 118, 120 (note). 

See also Appendix III. 

— warming in, to enhance trans- 

parency, 199. 

Glycogen, reactions of, 327. 

Gold-size, use of, as a closing fluid, 31, 
113, 442. 

Gonidangia, of Mtuior, 311 ; Phytoph- 
thora, 318 (fig. 115). 

Gonidia, of AmptycMa ciliaris, 239, 
270; of Mucor, 312; of Phytoph- 
thora, 318. 

Gonidial layer (of lichens), 336. 
Gonidiophores, of Penicillium, 324. 

See also gonidangia. 

Grain (of wheat), 417. 

Gram-Gxinther method, 275. 
Graminese (grasses), root structure of, 
220 . 

Gram’s method of staining bacteria, 
274. 

Grape-sugar. See glucose. 

Ground substance, 28. 

— tissue (fundamental tissue), 102, 

. „ 121. See also stelar theory. 

Growing apex, in roots of Gymno- 

speVms, 222; Eordemn vulgare, 
220 (fig. 87) ; Lemma, 219 ; FterU 
cretica, 224 (fig, 89) ; Thuja occk 
dentalis, 222 (fig. 88). 



Growing apex, in stem of Modea, 212; 
of Eqtiisetuyn arve7ise, 215 (figs. 84, 
85, 86) ; Euonyrnus japanicus^ 
212 (fig. 83); of Fraxinus, 215; 
Gymnosperms, 211 ; Kippuris vul- 
garis, 204 (fig. 82) ; Myriophyllum, 
212 . 

in thallus of Fucus, 241. 

methods of investigation, 210, 

to cut sections, 204; to make 

transparent, 210. 

— point. growing apex. 
Guard-cells. stomata. 

Gum, 99. See mucilage. 

— non-brittle, 32; for preserving 

drawings, 45. 

— use of, for section -cutting, 231, 389, 

409 ; to slacken movements of 
spermatozoids, 359. 

Oy^nnocladus cawoiZensis, leaf -fall, 203. 
Oymnogrammei germination of spores, 
363. 

Gymnosperms, apical histogens of, 211, 
224 (fig. 88) ; definition of, 367 ; 
reproduction, 367 (figs. 134-9) ; 
root-apex, 222 ; spermatozoids in, 
376. See also Picea, Pinm, Taxus. 
GynoBoium, of Angiosperms, 394, 395. 

Hadeome, 104. 

Hsematin-ammonia, use and prepara- 
tion of, 248. 

Hcematococcus pluvialis, 2B0. 
Haematoxylin, use of, 35, 64, 243, 300, 
324, 386. See also Appendix III. 
Hair-roots. jSee rhizoids. 

Hairs, 86-98; structure of, in Cheiran- 
thus Gheiri, 90 (fig. 33) ; Flaeagnus^ 
93 ; Matthiola annua, 92 (fig. 33) ; 
Shepherdia, 93 (fig. 35) ; Trades- 
cantia 38 (fig. 14) ; Verbascum 
nigrum, 92; Y, tmpsiforme, 93; 
Viola tricolor, 92 (fig. 34). 

— bristles, of XJrtica dioica, 97. 

— glandular, in Primula, 97; Pela/r- 

gonium, 97. 

— movement of protoplasm, in Hydro- 

charis, 47 ; in Tradesccmtia, 39. 

— papillae, 86, 56, 57. 

— prickles, of Bosa, 94. 

— root. See root-hairs. 

— scales of Eleagnus angusUfolia, 94 ; 

Shepherdia caMadensis, 2h {&.g> 36). 

— stinging, of Urtica dioica, 96 (fig. 

36). 

Hand-vice, xxx ; use of, 26, 72, 

Hart's tongue fern. See Scolqpen- 
drium, 

Haustoria, of Chcetocladkm, 317 ; of 
Phytophthora, 320, 

Hay-baoiUus, 277. - 


Heat, action of, on starch, 22 ; fixing 
by, 271. 

Hedera Helix, resin canals in, 152 (fig. 

' 57 ^)- ■: 

Helianthus, substitute for Aristolochia, 
136. 

Heliotropism of spermatozoids, 303.' 
Hellebore. See Hellehorus. 

Hellehorus fmtidus, pollen-cell and 
nuclear division, 443 (fig. 165); 
pistil, 395. 

— niger, leaf structure, 194; pistiJ, 

396. 

Hemerocallis fulva, structure and de- 
velopment of anther, 380 (fig, 
140) ; pistil, 396 ; pollen, 381 (fig. 
140). 

Heracleum Sphondylium, use of hairs 
of, 361. 

Hermaphrodite, 298. 

Heterooyst, 261. 

Heteroscious (parasites), 332. 
Heteromerous (thallus of lichens), 240 
Heterosporous, 365. 

Hibiscus, cork in, 182. 

Hinge, stomatic, 83, 84, 85, 87. 
Hippuris vulgaris, growing apex of 
204 (fig. 82). 

Histogen, histogenio layer, 211, 221 
226. 

Hollow stem, formation of, 122, 
Hollyhock. See Althoea rosea. 
Homoiomerous (thallus of lichens), 
240. 

Hordeum vulgare, growing apex ol 
root, 220 (fig. 87), 

Horse-chestnut. See JEJsculus Hippa> 
castanum. 

Horse dung, for Mucor culture, 312, 
316 ; for micro-fungi, 318, 827. 
Horse-tail. See Eguisetwn. 

Hoy a carnosa, pathological cork in 
petiole, 188. 

Hoyer’s ammonia-carmine. See car- 
mine. 

— enclosing fluid. See mounting 

fluid. 

Hyacinth, development of pollen in, 
385; pistil, 396; root, 165; sto- 
mata, 84. 

Hyaloplasm, 39. 

Hydrocharis Morsus-Bance, movement 
of protoplasm in root-hairs, 47. 
Hydrochloric acid, use of, 69, 78, 96, 
268. 

— half per cent, in 70 per cent, al- 

cohol, use of, 273. 

— as reagent for calcium oxalate, 64. 
Hydroids = tracheides, g.v. 
Hygroscopic, 350. 

Hygroscopism, 364. 
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Hymenium of Mcidkm, 331 (fig. 118) ; 
Agarkm, 336 (fig. 120) ; Anapty- 
chia, 337 (fig. 121) ; Ascoboltcs, 
328 ; Morchella, 326 (fig. 117) ; 
Ettssulay 333 (fig. 119). 
Hymenomycefees, 238, 327, 333. 
Hypanthium. See receptacular tube. 
HyphiB, 237, 238, 311. 

HypocMorin reaction, 248. 

Hypocofcyl, 379 (fig. 139), 410 (fig. 149), 
416, 420. 

Hypoderma, 106. • 

Illuminating apparatus. See con- 
denser. 

Immersion objectives, xxv. 

Impatiens parviflora, bundle ends in, 

200 . 

Incumbent (of cotyledons), 410. 
Indeliisoent, as a character of fruits, 
425. 

Indian com. See Zea Mais, 

— ink, use of, 267. 

India-rubber plant. See Ficm elastica. 
Indusium, 354 (fig. 130 a), 356. 
Inflorescence, 371, 430. 

Initial cells, initial layers, 142, 211, 

221 . 

Injury, as a factor in protoplasmic 
movements, 49. 

^Inoculation by bacteria, 286. 
Insolation, efiects of, on a leaf, 197. 
Integument (ovular). See ovule. 
Intercellular protoplasmic threads, 
464. 

. — spaces, 27. 

lysigenous, 102; schizogenous, 

27, 85, 118, 123, 124 ; canals, 180. 
Intemodal ceil, of Nitellaj 246. 
Internode, 209, 246. 

Intine, 370, 381 = endospore, 

Inuline, reactions for, 69 ; sphaero- 
crystals, 69 (fig. 25). 

Invertin, presence in pollen-grain, 392. 
Involucre (of mosses). See perichse- 
tium. 

Involution forms (of bacteria), 268. 
Iodine, Arthur Meyer^s, to prepare, 20. 

— action on starch, 20, 62 ; on aleu- 

rone grains, 28 ; on amylodextrin, 
134. 

— in alcohol, use of, 21, 60. 

— in glycerine, use of, 28, 33, 165. 

— in potassium-iodide, use of, 20, 28, 

52, 56, 65, 127, 134, 242, 260, 261, 
276, 294, 306, 327, 329, 342. 

— and sulphuric acid, reagent for 

cellulose, 65, 73, 243. 

— preparations. See also Appendix 

ni, 

— green, use of, 28, 29, 111. 

acetic, use of, 306, 


IriSy development of anther and pol- 
len, 385. 

— florentinay structure of leaf, 80 et 

seg. (fig. 28) ; crystals in leaf, 110 ; 
endodermis of root, 166 (fig. 67) ; 
vascular bundles of leaf, 114 (fig. 
42) ; wax on leaf, 80, 99. 

— germanicay leucoplasts in rhizome, 

69 (fig. 22). 

— sibiricay pollen-tubes of, 392. 

Iron alum, use of, 365. 

— chloride, reagent for tannin, 71. 

— oxide, in bacteria, 268. 

— sulphate, reagent for tannin, 71. 
Isolated vascular bundles, 101. 
Isolation of tissue elements by macera 

tion, 168. 

Ivy. See Hedera Helix. 

Jodococcm vulgaris, 276. 

Juglans regia, lesdAsAl of, 203. 

Kabyokinesis, 438. 

Knop’s nutrient solution, 251, 295. 
Koch’s culture methods for bacteria 
283. 

Labelling preparations, 31. 
Laburnum. See Cytism Laburnum. 
Lsevulose. See glucose. 

Lamellae (of Hymenomycetes), 333. 

— (of Polytrichum), 346. 

Lamium, protoplasmic movements, 47. 
Larkspur. See Delphinium. 

La’tex system, in Euphorbia, 19, 125 ; 
Chelidmium majus, 124 ; Scorso- 
Ttera, 125 (fig. 46). 

Lathyrus, formation of pollen-tubes, 
392. 

Leaf, influence of light on structure, 
197 ; physiological anatomy, 197-8. 

— structure of, in AloS, 87 (fig. 

31); Fagus sylvatica, 195 (fig, 
77) ; HelleboruSy 194 ; Iris, 80 (fig, 
28), 114 (fig. 42) ; Mnium undu- 
latum, 230; Buta graveolens, 189 
(figs. 76, 76) ; Scolopendrium vuU 
gare, 365 (fig. 130) ; Sphagnum 
acuUfoUufnj 232 ; Syringa vul- 
garis, 194, See also epidermis. 

— origin of, 206, 212 ; fall of, 201. 

— tissues of, physiologically con- 

sidered, 197. 

— traces, 119, 214, 218. 

— vascular bundle ends, 199 (fig. 78). 
Leaves, coloured, 58. 

Leitz's microscopes, xxii,6 ; dissecting- 
stand, 206 {fig. 79). 

Le^nna, root-tip of, 219. 

Lemon. See Citrus. 

— oil of, use of, 388, 390. 

Length of tracheae, 161. 
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Lens, magnifying, xxviil. ^ 

Lenticels, of Sambmus nigmt 183 (fig. 
74). 

Lepidium sativum, P^thiumnpon, 321. 
Leptome, 105. 

Leptothrix huccalis, 276 (fig. 102). 
Leticojum, pollen-grains of, 386; pol- 
len-tubes, 392. 

Leucoplasts, 68 ; of Yerhascum, 66 ; of 
Iris germanica, 59 (fig. 22) »* of 
PJmjus, 59 (fig. 21); epidermal 
cells of Tradescautia, Bi-5; sta- 
minal hairs of Tradescantia, 39 ; 
Verbasczim nigrum, 41. 

Lichens, structure of, 239 ; reproduc- 
tion, 270 (fig. 93). 

— gelatinous, 240. 

Life histories (life cycle), 287. 

Light, effect on chlorophyll bodies, 53, 
197 ; relations with leaf structure, 
197 ; action on spermatozoids, 308 ; 
on bacteria, 285. 

— to control for working, xxix; arti- 

ficial, xxix. 

Lignin, reactions for, 78, 111, 146. 
LigulatsB. See Selaginellese. 

Ligule, 366. 

Lilac. See Syringa vulgaris, 

Lilium, development of anthers and 
pollen, 385 ; culture of pollen- 
tubes, 393 ; structure of pistil, 
396 ,* of egg-apparatus, 406. 

— cell and nuclear division in, 439, 462 

Lime. See calcium. [(fig. 161). 

— See Tilia europcea, 

— wood, use in cutting-sections, 409, 
Limiting cell. See heterocyst. 

Ling. See Calluna vulgaris. 

Linin, 436. 

Linum, mucilages of, 429. 

Liverwort. See Marchantia. 

Lobelia, culture of pollen-tubes, 393. 
Loculus (of ovary), 395. 

Logwood. See Hsematoxylin. 
Loose-strife. See Lysimachia. 
Lupinus albus, aleurone grains in 
seed, 32. 

Lycopersicu7n, orange chromatophores, 
55. 

Lycopodium complanatum, structure of 
stem, 176 (fig. 70). 

— Selago, structure of stem, 178. 
Lysigenous, 102, 179, 193. See also 

intercellular spaces and glands. 
Lysimachia, pollen-tubes of, 393 ; pistil 
of, 397. 

Maceeating mixture, Schnitzels 168, 
186. «Zso Appendix III. 
Macrosporangia, 366, 399. 

Macrospore. See under spore. 
Magentfi^ See fuchsin. 


Magnesia sulphate, use of , 251 , 281 , 289. 
Magnification , to calculate, 43. 
Maidenhair tree. See Ginkgo, 

Maize. See Zea Mais, 

Male fern. See Aspidium, 

Malic acid, as stimulant for spermato- 
zoids of ferns, 361. 

Malvaceae, pectose mucilages of, 429, 
Malva crispa, pollen-grains, 388 (fig. 
142). 

Manubria, in Chara, 306. 

Maple, autumnal coloration of, 58. 
Maranta arundinaoea, starch of, 18. 
Marchantiaceae, 233. 

Marchantia polymorphaySh.ic-poxQS, 236 
(fig. 91); thallus, 233; oil-bodies, 
234; rhizoids, 235; gemmae, 233 
(fig. 122*) ; 339 (fig. 122) ; sexual re- 
production, 340 (figs. 123, 124) ; fer- 
tilisation, 243 ; sporogonium, 244. 
Mare’s tail. See Hippuris vulgaris, 
Matthiola annua, hairs on leaf, 92 
(fig. 33). 

Mechanical stage to microscope, 280. 

— tissue or system, 66, 106, 132, 176, 

196,198. 

Mechanics of Zea Mais, 107 ; of Eguise- 
turn, 181 ; of a leaf, 196. 

Medulla (of lichens), 337. 

Medullary rays, structure in Ih'accma 
Draco, 120; Pinus sylvestris, 146 
(fig. 54), 149 (fig. 56) ; in Tilia, 154 
167 (fig. 61). 

— secondary, 154. 

Mericarp, 411, 

Meristem, 211, 215, 219. 

Mesocarp, 414, 424. 

Mesophyll, 191 (fig. 76). 

Mesothecium (of anther), 383. 
Mestome, 105. 

Methyl blue, use of, 46, 60, 111, 270, 
273, 274, 381. See also aniline 
blue, and Appendix III. 

— green, acetic, 28, 46, 116, 202. See 

also Appendix III. 

— violet, use of, 46, 53, 55, 111, 113, 

270, 273, See also Appendix III. 
Metric system, transfer table in. See 
Appendix I., 469. 

Mic7’Ococcus prodigiostis, 268. 
Micro-fungi, moist chamber cultures, 
318. 

Micrometer-screw. See microscope. 

— stage, xxviii, 43. 

Micropyle, 371 (fig. 135), 399 (figs, 146- 
8), 424. 

Microscope, essentials for a good, xxiii ; 
stands and objectives, xix. 

— compound, 1-9 (figs. 3, 4) ; how to 

use, 9-13 ; to clean after use, 24. 

— simple (or dissecting), xxvii, 205 

(figs. 79, 80, 81). 
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Micro-slides. See object-slides. Mucilage cells of Marchantia, 235. 

Microsomata (miorosomes), 39, 251, — sacs of 153. 

^36. Mucilages, cellulose, i>ectose, callosa, 

Microsporangia, 366. 429, 433 (note) ; wound, 202. 

Microspore. See under s^ice. Muciiagination of spermoderm, 411, 

Microtome, hand, 82 (fig. 29); com- 426,428, 

pound, 453 ; rocking, 454 (fig. 159). Mucorinese, 311, 327. 

Middle lamella (of cell-wall), 73, 77, ikTwor reproduction, 311 (fig. 

88 (fig. 26), 186, 232. 113*); slide culture, 312; staining, 

Mid-rib, 193, 240. 312 ; sexual reproduction, 315 (fig. 

Milk. See latex. 114) ; sporangia, 317 ; parasites on, 

Millon’s reagent, use of, 28, 29, 38. 317. 

jSee Appendix III. — yeast, 317. 

Mimosese, compound pollen of, 391. Mullein, See Verhascum nigrum. 
Mimulus luteus, vascular bundle ends, Multinuclear cells, 50, 247, 29G, 312, 
199. 324, 829. See also nuclear divi- 

Mistletoe. See Viscum album. sion. 

Mitotic nuclear division, 434. ^ Multiplication, 287. 

Mnium homumt chlorophyll-grains. Mushroom. See Agaricus cafnpestris. 
52 ; movements of , 53 ; antheridia, Mustard. See Sinapis, 

345 ; arohegonia, 347 ; sporogone, Mycelium, 311, 813, 328, 

348. MyricphyUum^ gTomn$ poinii, 21% 

— undulatumy structure of leaf, 230 ; 

of stem, 228 ; absorption of water Narcissus poeticus, pollen-tubes of, 
by leaves, 231. 392 ; egg-apparatus, 405. 

Moist chamber, 17 , 279 ; hollowed from Nasturtium. See Tropceolum. 
glass slide, 279 ; of glass ring, 279, Navicula. See Finnularia. 

318 ; pasteboard frame, 279, 291, Neck, neck-canal. See archegonium. 
318 ; plaster of Paris case, 279. Needle-holder, xxx (and footnote), 209. 

Molecular movement. See Brownian Needles, xxx, 451 (fig. 158). 

movement. Nerve, use of term, 198. 

Molybdate of ammonia, in concen- Nettle, stinging. See Urtica, 
trated solution of ammonium Neutral band or line, 48, 49, 245. 
chloride, use of, 71, 149. Nicotianay culture of pollen-tubes, 

Monkshood. See Aconitum Napellm. 392, 

Monocarpellary, 394. Nigrosine, picrio, use of, 111. 

Monocotyledons, vascular bundles of, Nitella, protoplasmic movement in, 
101 et seg. ; seed of, 413. 50 ; structure of, 244, 309. 

Monoecious, 292, 370. Nitrates, reactions of, 67. 

Monopodial (branching), 319. Nitric acid, 69, 70, 259; reagent for 

Monotropa Mypopitys, structure of em- calcium phosphate, 70. 

bryo-sao, 400 (fig. 146); 408 (note). Nitrites, reactions of, 67. 

Monthretia. See TritonAa. Node, 209, 245. 

Morchella esculenta; epi plasm, 326 ; Non-eellular. multinuciear. 

glycogen in, 327; ascospores, 326 Nose-piece, double, xxiii, 4 ; to adjust, 
(fig. 117). xxiv, footnote. 

Mordants, use of, 111. Nostocacesa, 260 ; mucilages of, 429. 

Morell. See Morchella esculenta. Nostoc cinifionumt 262. 

Mosses, reproduction of, 345 et seq. Nourishing. See assimilating. 

(figs. 125-9) ; vegetative structure, Nucellus. /See ovule. 

51, 228 et seq. — homology with macrosporangium, 

Mould, pin-head, see Mucor; blue, see 399. 

PenicilUum. Nuclear division, 434 ; in Fritillarla 

Mounting fluid. See glycerine, gly- persicu, 438, 439 (fig. 154); Eeile- 

cerine-jelly, Canada balsam, dam- 5oms/m/idws, 443 (fig. 155); Liliiim 

mar. Martagmi, 462 (tig. 161); Trades- 

— preparations. See preparations. cantia mrgmipa, 434, 438 (fig. 153) ; 

Movements, of diatoms, 258; Osdllaria, Vida Puoh, 438, 459 (fig. 160). 

263; bacteria, 281 ; Spirogyra, 291. direct, 462 (fig, 160); indirect, 

— protoplasmic. See protoplasm. 434 (figs. 153-6). 

— See also swarmspores, spermato- without cell-formation, 404. 

zoids. I — fisdng and- staining nuclear figures, 

^BBeiseq. 
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Nuclear division; multinuclear cells, 
230, 247 (fig. 95), 

— permanent preparations, 444 et 

seq. . . 

— plate, 460 (fig. 160). 

— spindle, 461 (fig. 442). 

Nuclei, union of, in asci, 329. 
Nucleolus, 40, 253, 260, 305. 

Nucleus, 28 ; of Gladophora glomerata, 

247 (fig. 95); of OucurUta, 4:7; 
Fenicillium crustaceum^ 324 ; Pin- 
nularia, 257 (fig. 97) ; Protococcm^ 
260 (fig. 98) ; Saccharomyces 
(yeast), 288; Spirogyra, 252 (fig. 
96) ; staminal hairs of Trades- 
cantia, 39 (fig. 14), 435 (fig. 153) ; 
pollen-grains of Tradescantia, 286 
(fig. 141) ; old nodes of Trades- 
cantia, 466 (fig. 160) ; absence from 
Schizophyta, 262. 

— See also multinuclear cells. 

— relations to fertilisation, oo-nucleus, 

spermo-nucleus, reproductive or 
generative nucleus, 305, 375, 386. 

— staining, 28. See also nuclear 

division. 

— structure in resting state, 435 (fig. 

153, 1). 

Nucule, of Ohara, 306. 

Nutation of Oscillaria, 263. 

Nutrient solution. See culture- 
methods. 

Oak-appIiE, oak-gall, tannin in, 70. 
Oak (QiLercus), autumn tints of, 58, 
Oat- See A vena sativa. 

Object-glass, objective, qualifications 
of good, xxiii ; for homogeneous im- 
mersion, XXV ; for water immer- 
sion, XXV ; to clean, xxvi, 14, 20,24. 

— apoohromatio, xxvi. 

— correction collar for, xxv. 

— slides (micro-slides),xxix; hollowed, 

279. 

Ocular. See eye-piece. 

CEnothera biennis, pollen-grains of, 
386, 387 ; ovary, 397. 

Oil, action of alkanet on, 88. 

— action of sulphuric acid on, 88. 

— bodies of liverworts, 234. 

— drops, optical appearance of, 33. 

— ethereal, 34, 189. 

— fat and etherial, to distinguish, 

34. 

— glands of Euta, 189 (figs. 76, 76) ; 

Citrus, 427. 

— in Bicinus (castor oil), 33; in 

thalius of Pucus, 242. 

— olive, use of, 33 ; Origcmum, use of, 

365. See also cloves, cedar. 

Olive oil, use of, 33, 52. 

Onion. See AlJmm . 


Oogonium of Chara 306, 309 (fig. 113) ; 
Fncus, 300; of Pythium, 322; 
YauAluria, 297 (fig. 110). 
Oomycetes, 321. See also Pythium, 
Oo-nucleus, 305, 376, 403. 

Oosphere, of Aconitum, 399 (fig. 145) ; 
Chara., 309 ; Fucus, 400 (fig. Ill) ; 
Marchcmtia,Q4:2 (fig. 124) ; Mnium, 
347; Picea, 374 (fig. 136); Poly- 
podium, 360 (fig. 133) ; Pythium, 
322 ; Vaucheria, 297 (fig. 110). 
Oospore, See fertilisation, zygote. 
Open vascular bundles, 12.3. 
Operculum, 349 (figs. 128, 129). 
Orange. See Citrus vulgaris (G. Aur- 
antium). 

Orange G., 454. 

Orchidese, Orchis pallens, embryo-sac 
and fertilisation, 404 (fig. 147). 
Orchids, mucilage of. See salep, 
Orcin, reagent for inuline, 69. 
Ornithogalum umbellatum, structure 
of cell-walls of seed, 72 (fig, 26). 
Oscillaria, cell-structure of, 262 (fig. 

100) ; movement, 263. 

Osmic acid, 1 per cent., use of, 36, 242, 
292, 296, 302, 342. 

— decolorising after, 444 (footnote). 
Osmunda regalis, germination of 

spores, 362. 

Osteole, 299. 

Ovary, adherent (inferior), 397; bilo- 
cular, 430; free (superior), 395; 
monocarpellary, 394; polycarpel- 
laiy, 396. 

— dehiscence of, 397. 

— philogeny of, 397, 398. 

— structure in Brassica, 430 ; Bel- 
phi/fiium Ajacis, 394 (fig. 144); 
Epilobium, 397 ; Hellehorus, 395 ; 
Hemerocallis, 396 ; JSyacinthus, 
396 ; Lilium, 396 ; CEnothera, 
397 ; Primula, 397 ; Pyrola, 401 ; 
Tulipa, 396 ; Yucca, 396. 

Oven, for drying and embedding, 449 
(fig. 157). 

Overstaining, use of, 249 ; correction 
of, 249, 271. 

Ovular integument, 371. See Ovule. 
Ovule, 371, 395 ; anatropous, 399, 402 
(figs. 145-8) ; campylotropous, 415, 
433 ; integuments, 433. See also 
embryo-sac, micropyle. 

— development and structure in 

Aconitum Napellus, 398 (fig. 145) ; 
Brassica, 433 ; Capsella Buvsa- 
Pastoris, 412 ; Delphinium, 399 ; 
Monotropa JBCypopitys, 400 (fig.. 
146) ; Orchis, 404 (fig. 147) ; Picea 
vulgaris, 372 (fig. 134) ; Pinm 
sylvestris, 371 (fig. 135) ; Torenia, 
405 (fig. 148). 
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Oxalate of lime. See calcium oxalate. 
Oxide of copper (ammoniacal). See 
copper ammon-oxide. 

Oxygen, relations witii bacterial move- 
ments, 282. 

Packing cells (of lenticel), 184. 
Pceonia^ cultivation of pollen-tubes, 
392. 

Paeony. Bee Pceonia. 

Palisade cells (or layer), 191 (fig. 76). 

— dependence on light, 197 ; function 

of, 198. 

Palmellaceae, 263. 

Pansy. See Viola tricolor, 

Pajpaver Ehaeas^ structure of petals, 
199 ; pollen-tubes of, 392. 

Papillae, 56, 56, 57, 339, 396. 
Para-carmine, 249. 

Paraffin, for embedding, 448- 
Paraphyses, of Anaptychia, 337 ; Asco- 
bolus, 329 ; Funaria, 347 (fig. 125) ; 
Marchantia, 341 ; Mnium, 345, 
348 ; Morchella, 326 (fig. 117) ; 
Bussula, 335 (fig. 119). 

Parasite, on Mucor, 317 ; Pythium, 
321 ; Puccinia, 332. 

Parenchyma, 104 ; spongy, 191. 

— dual value of, 194. 

Parkes & Son’s microscopes, xxii. 
Parmelia ciliaris. See AnaptycMa 
ciliaris. 

Passage, intercellular, 102. 

— cells (in bundle sheath), 167 (fig. 

67). 

Pasteur’s fluid, 289. 

Pathogenic bacteria, 286. 

Pathological cork, 187 ; changes, 268. 
Pea. See Pisum satimum. 

Pear, sclerenchyma in, 65 (fig. 23) ; 
glucose in, 66. 

Pectin, reaction with logwood, 64 ; with 
chlorzinc iodine, 152, 382, 390, 
Pectose mucilage, 429, 433 (note). 
Pelargonium zonale, glandular hairs 
in, 97. 

Pellicle (of bacteria), 266. See zoog- 
Icea. 

Pellionia, chloroplasts in, 60. 
Penicillium crmtaceum, 323 (rig. 116). 
Perchloride of iron. See iron. 
Perianthium (of Marchantia), 344. 
Periblem, 211 (figs. 82, 83), 220 et seg, 
(fig, 87), 379 (fig. 139), 420. 
Periblemic column, 223 (fig. 88). 
Pericambium, 227. See pericycle. 
Pericarp, 414, 418, 424. 

Perichastium, 345, 347. 

Perioiinal cell- walls, 211. 

Pericycle, 102, 118, 126, 132, 165; 
interrupted, 220. 

— See Steiar theory. 

Periderm, 183 (figs. 73, 74), 186, 187. 
Peridium, 331 (fig. 118). 


■ Perigynium (of Marchantia), 344. 

I Periplasm (in PythAum), 323. 
j Peristome, 349, 353 (fig. 129). 

I Periwinkle. See Vinca, 
f Permanent preparations. See pre- 
parations. 

Petals, structure in Papacer Bheeas, 
199 ; Verhascum nigrum, 198. 

— vascular bundle ends, 199; origin 

of, in Brassica, 431. 

Petiole, structure of, in Euta graveo- 
lens, 193. 

Peziza aurantiaca, explosive discharge 
of ascospores, 338. 

Phseophyll. See phycophaein. 

Phajus, leucoplasts of, 58 (fig, 21). 
Phanerogamia, primary classification 
of, 367. 

Phaseolm vulgaris, starch of, 17 (fig. 

6 ). 

Phegopteris, spermatozoid of, 359 (fig. 
132). 

Phelloderm, 183, 187. 

Phellogen, 183 (figs. 73, 74). See also 
cork, 

Phellogenic cortex. See phelloderm. 
Phellonic acid, 186. 

Phenol. See Carbolic acid. 

Phloem (bast), 104-6. See also vascu- 
lar bundles. 

Phloeoterma, 176, 181. 

Phloroglucin, reagent for inuline, 69 ; 
for lignin, 78, 134. See also Ap- 
pendix III. 

Phoenix dactylifera, structure of en- 
dosperm cell-walls, 73. 

Phosphate of lime. See lime. 

— of soda. See soda. 

Phycomycetes, 311, 318. 

Phyoophaein, 241, 

Phyilotaxy, 367. 

Pkytelephas macrocarpa, intercellular 
connections in, 466 (fig. 164). 
Phytophthora infestans, 318 (fig, 
115). 

Picea' vulgaris, archegonia, 373 ; em- 
bryo-sac, 372, 373 ; endosperm 
(prothaliium), 372, 373 ; fertilisa- 
tion, 374; oosphere (eorpuscu- 
lum), 374; ovule, 372 (fig. 136); 
seeds, 378 (fig. 139). 

Picric acid, use of, 69, 112, :48, 262, 
268, 812. 

and corrosive sublimate as fix- 
ing reagent, 60. 

— alcohol, reagent for chlorophyll, 

248. 

— aniline blue, use of, 111. See also 

Appendix III. 

— nigrosine, use of. 111. 
Picro-sulphurio acid, 302. 

Piieus, 833. 

Piliferous layer, 163. 

Pilobolm arystallmus, 327. 
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Pimpernel. See AnagalUs. 
Pinnularm viridis^ structure, 255 (fig. 
97) ; division, 257 ; movements, 
258 ; skeletonisation, 258. 

Pinus sylvestrisy bordered pits, 74 (fig. 
27) ; embryo-sac and embryo, 375 
(figs. 137-9); female fiower, 370 
(fig. 136) ; fertilisation, 372 ; male 
fiower, 367 (fig. 134) ; ovule, 371 
(fig. 136) ; pollination, 371 ; resin 
canals, 144 (fig. 53) ; stamens, 368 
(fig. 134) ; sieve-tubes, 147 (figs. 
55, 57) ; structure of stem, 137 
(figs. 50-7). 

Pipettes, xxxi. 

Piptocephalis Freseniana,^ 317. 

Pistil, 394 ; origin of in Brassica^ 
432. 

Pimm sativum, aleurone grains, 28 
(fig. 11) ; structure of seed, 27 
(fig. 11). 

Pith, 68, 102, 121. 

— use of, in section-cutting, 82, 205. 
Pits, bordered, of Pinus sylvestris, 74 

(fig. 27); unilaterally bordered, 
110 (fig. 47); closing membrane, 
73, 76 (figs. 26, 27). 

— branched, in pear, 65 (fig. 23). 

— reactions of pit-surfaces, 64, 65; 

torus, 76 (fig. 26). 

— sieve. See sieve-tubes, sieve-plates, 

etc. 

— simple, in Agaricus campestris, 230 

(fig. 94) ; Beta vulgaris, 68 ; Omi- 
thogalum, 73 (fig, 26) 

— use of, in section-cutting, 82. 
Pitted ducts, 103, 110 (fig. 40), 91, 

See also pits. 

Placenta, 356 (fig. 130), 395 (fig. 144) ; 
axile, 396 ; free central, 397 ; 
marginal, 393. 

— of Aspidium, 356. 

Plasmodesms, 465. 

Plasmolysis, 252-3, 267, 276 ; in 
staminal hairs of Tradescantia, 
45 ; movement during, 49. 

Plaster of Paris, case, 279; plates, 
289. 

Plate cultures, of bacteria, 284. 
Pleomorphism (in bacteria), 269. 
Plerome, 211 (figs. 82, 83), 220 (fig. 

87) et seq., 379 (fig. 139), 416, 420. 
Pleurococcus vulgaris. See Protococ- 
cus viridis. 

Pleurosigma angulatum (as test ob- 
ject), 259. 

Plum. See Prunus domestica. 
Plum-juice, use of, 317, 318. 

Plumule, 410, 415 (fig. 150), 420. 

Polar caps, 460 (fig. 160). 

Polarisation of starch, 22 ; of inuline, 
70; of mucilages, 429. 

Polariscope, use of, 22, 64. 


Pollen-grains, structure or develop- 
ment, m Acacia, Wl ; Agapan- 
thus, 385 ; AUfum rosea, 388 ; 
Azalea, 391 ; Galluna vulgaris, 
391 ; Gucurbita, 390 ; Erica, 320 ; 
Fritillaria imperialis, 3B6 ; Fun- 
hia, 385 ; Hemerocallis fulva, 381 
(fig. 140); Hyacinth, 385 ; Iris, 
385 ; Beucojum, 386 ; Lilium. 
385; Malvacrispa, 388 (fig. 142) ; 
Mimoseae, 320 ; CEnothera biennis, 
386; Pinus sylvestris, 369 (fig, 
134) ; Rhododendron, 391 ; Trades- 
cantia virginica, 385 XU). 

compound, 391, 

culture and germination of, 

391. 

— — homology with microspores, 

369. 

how to make transparent, 388, 

390. 

to out sections of, 389. 

— mother-cells, division of, in Fritil- 

laria persica, 439 (fig. 164) ; Hemero- 
callis, 384 (fig. 140) ; Helleborus 
fcetidus, 443 (fig, 155); Lilium, 
462 (fig. 161), 

— passage, in style of Hemerocallis, 

396. 

— sacs of Pinus sylvestris, 368 (fig. 

134); of angiosperms, 380. See 
also pollen-grains. 

homology with microsporangia, 

369, 380. 

— tubes, development of, 373, 374, 

387, 407, 408; cultural develop- 
ment, 391. 

Pollination (in Pinus), 371 ; in orchids, 
404 ; in Torenia, 406. 

Polycarpous. See apocarpous. 
Polyembryony, in Picea, 378. 
Polymorphism. See pleomorphism. 
Polypodiaceee, 367. 

Polypodium vulgare, prothallium, 357 ; 
antheridia, 358 (fig. 131) ; sper- 
matozoids, 359 (fig. 132) ; arche- 
gonium, 360 (fig. 133) ; fertilisa- 
tion, 360. 

Polypody fern. See Polypodium. 
Polystelism, 173. 

Polytrichum juniperinum, antheridia, 
346. 

— foliar bundles in, 230. 

Pomese, epidermal cork in, 187. 
Poplar-wood, use of, in cutting sec- 
tions, 409. 

Poppy. See Papaver. 

Pore-canals, of pear, 65 (fig. 23). 
Porous cells of Sphagnum, 231. 
Potash, acetate, use of, 216, See also 
Appendix 111. 

— bichromate, reagent for tannin, 71, 

149. 
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Potash, caustic. See potassium hy- 
drate. i 

— chlorate, 269. 

— nitrate (saltpetre), 46, 253. 

— permanganate, 269, i 

Potassium hydrate (caustic potash), 

use of, 21, 186, 187, 209, 210, 366, 
368,412,419,432. 

(saturated), reagent for chloro- 
phyll, 248. 

Potato disease. See Fhytophihora, 

— starch, 13 (fig. 5). 

— See Solanum tuberosum. 
Preparation microscope. See micro- 
scope. 

Preparations, permanent preservation 
of, 30, 36, 112, 250, 269 seg., 450 ; 
closing, 113. 

— to find again a particular spot in, 

280. 

— to make, 18, 444 et seg. 

Prick inoculation, 285. 

Prickles of rose, structure of, 94. 
Primrose. See Primula, 

Primula^ ovary of, 397. 

— sinensis^ glandular hairs, 97. 
Procambium, 213 (fig. 83), 379 (fig. 

139). 

Proembryo of mosses, 229 (fig. 91). 
Proliferation, 346. 

Promycelium of Puccinia, 333. 
Proteids. See albuminous bodies. 
Protein-grains. See aleurone grains. 

— crystals of Picmus, 33 (fig. 13) ; 

Bertholletia, 37; Phajus, 59 (fig. 21). 
Prothailium, homology with endo- 
sperm, 372. 

— how to grow from spores, 262. 

— of Polypodium vulgare, 367 ; of 

Equisetwn, 366. 

■ — reduced, in pollen-grain of PimcSt 
370. 

Protococcus pluviali'^1 See Hcemato- 
coccus, 

— viridiSy 259 (fig 98), 264 (note). 
Protonema of Mosses, 228 (fig. 91). 
Protophloem, 105. 

Protoplasm, 29, 39. 

— circulation, 38 (fig. 14), 45, 49 ; con- 

traction, see plasmolysis ; living 
and dead, 46 ; neutral lines, 48, 
49, 50 ; rotation, 47, 48, 49, 60, 
245 ; union of, between neigh- 
bouring cells, 464 ; threads, 264. 

— reactions of, 29. 

— staining while living, 46 (footnote). 
Protoplasmic movements, in leaf of 

YalUsneria spiralis^ 48; in the 
hairs of young shoots of Cucur- 
Uta, 47 ; in Lamium, 47 ; in 
Elodea, 49 ; in the staminal hairs 


of Tradescantia, 38 (fig. 14); in 
the roots of Hydrocharis Morsus- 
Eance, 47; in Mucor, 312; in the 
internodal cells of Nitella, 50 ; in 
the oogonial cells of Chara, 309 ; 
in the stinging hairs of Urtica, 96 
(fig. 36); in the hairs of Pelar- 
gonium^ 98 ; in pollen-tubes, 392. 
Protoxylem, 104, 127. 

Prunus domestica^ structure of fruit, 
423 ; of seed, 424. 

Psalliota. See Agaricus. 
Pseudo-parenchyma of fungi, 238 (fig. 
94). 

Pteridophyta, structure of the stele of, 
173; reproduction, 354. 

Pteris aquilina^ structure of rhizome 
and leaf stalk, 172 (fig. 69). 

— creticaj development of root, 224 

(fig. 89). 

Puccmia graminis, 330 (fig. 118). 
Punctum vegetationis. See growing 
apex. 

Pycnidia, of Anaptychia, 337. 
Pyrenoids of Cladophcrt'a, 247 (fig. 95) ; 

Spirogyra, 252 (fig. 96). 

Pyrola, embryo-sac, 401. 

Pyrus communis, stone cells in the 
fruit, 65 (fig. 23) : glucose in, 66. 

— MaluSf structure of fruit, 425; of 

seed, 426. 

Pythium de Baryanum, 321, 325 (note). 
Qu&rcus Suber, structure of cork, 187. 
Racemk, 430. 

Radicle (of embryo), 379 (fig. 139), 410 
(fig. 160), 420. See also embryo. 
Banunculus Ficaria, a monocotyle- 
donous dicotyledon, 416. 

— repens, structure of the adventitious 

roots, 168 ; of the vascular bundle , 
121 (fig. 46), 

Rape. See Brassica Napus. 

Raphe, 399. 

Raphides, 119, 

Razor, 25, 74, 139. 

Receiving cells, 198. 

Receptacle (in Marchantia)^ 341. 
Receptacular tube, 425. 

Receptive spot, 297 (fig. 110), 309, 343. 
362. 

Reduction of the chromosomes, 439. 
Replum, 430. 

Reproduction, asexual and sexual, 288, 
290. 

— of ^Mddium Berberidis, 330 ; Agari 

cm campestris, 336; Algse, 290; 
Anaptychia ciliaris, 336 ; Angios- 
perms, 380; Aspidium Filix-mas 
356 ; Bacteria, 260; Ceratopteris 
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tJialictroideSt 362 ; Chara, 306 ; 
Cladcyp7i€ra glomerata^ 293; Dia- 
toms, 267 ; Equisetum, 363 ; Ferns, 
354 ; Fucus, 298 ; Fu7iaria Jiygro- 
metrica, 347, 363 ; Fungi, 311 et 
seq. ; Gleocapsa^ 264 ; Gymno- 
sperms, 367 ; Lichens, 336 ; Liver- 
worts, 339 ; Marchantia poly- 
morphat 339 ; Mnium hmmum, 
346, 347 ; Morchella esculenta, 
826; Mosses, 345; MucorMucedo^ 
311 ; Penicillium crustaceum^ 328 ; 
Fhytophthora infestans, 318 ; Picea 
vulgaris^ 372 (figs. 136-8) ; Pinus 
sylvesiris, 367 (figs. 134-5) ; Poly- 
podium vulgar e, 357 ; Polytrichum 
jumperinum, 346 ; Protococcus^ 
259 ; Pteridophyta, 354 ; Puccinia 
graminis, 830 ; Pythium^ 321 ; 
Russula rubra, 333 ; Scolqpen- 
drium vulgare, 354; Selaginella, 
365 ; Spi/rogyra, 291 ; Vauch&ria 
sessilis, 295 ; yeast, 288. 

Reproductive-cell, passage into oos- 
phere in Picea, 374. 

— homology with spermatozoid, 376. 

Resin, 144. 

— canals, 143 (fig. 53), 152 (fig. 67*). 

— reactions of, 144, 

Respiratory chamber. See ventil ating 
chamber. 

Resting spore. See spore. 

— spores of bacteria, 269. 

Rhizines, of Anaptychia dUaris, 

240, 

Rhizoids, 229, 233 et seq., 245, 340, 
368. 

— pegged, 236. 

Rhizome, structure of, in Pteris, 174. 

Rhododendron, compound pollen of, 
391. 

Rib, use of term, 198. 

Rihes ruhmm, phelloderm, 187. 

Ricinus communis, aleurone-grains in, 
33 (fig. 13) ; substitute for Aristo- 
locnia, 136; type of albuminous 
seed, 417. 

Bings, annual, 158. 

Rohinia Pseud-Acacia, tracheal plugs 
in, 163 (fig. 64) ; leaf -fall in, 203. 

Root and stem, corelation of, 227. 

— adventitious, 163 ; branching of, 

224. 

— growing apex of. See growing 

apex. 

— increase in thiclmess, 169, 171. 

— structure of, in Acorm Calamus, 


165 (fig. 66) ; Allium Cepa, 163 
. 65)^; Iris florentma, 166 (fig. 
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67) ; Ranunculus repens, 168 ; 
Taxus baccata, 168 (fig. hS); of 
Pteridoph3dra, 181. ; 


Root, structure of embryonic, in 
Alisma, 346 ; Capsella, 410 ; Picea, 
378 ; wheat, 420. 

Root-cap, of Gymnosperms, 222 (fig. 

88) , 379 (fig. 139) ; of Hordeum 
vulgare, 220 (fig. 87) ; of Lemna, 
219 ; of Pteris cretica, 226 (fig. 

89) ; of Thuja, 222 (fig. 88). 

— - hairs, 47, 90, 163, 223. 

■— tip, 219. 

Rosa semperflor.ens, structure of 
prickles, 94. 

Rosacese, mucilages of, 429. 

Rosaniline violet, Hanstein’s, use of, 
63, 65, 98. See also Appendix III 
Rose, coloured cell-sap in fruit, 56. 
Ross & Co.’s microscopes, xxi. 
Rotation. See protoplasmic move- 
ments. 

Royal fern. See Osmunda regalis. 
Rue. See Ruta graveolens. 

Russula rubra, 333 (fig. 119). 
Rust-fungus. See Puccinia. 

Ruta graveolens, structure of leaf, 189 
et seq. (figs. 75 76) ; of petiole, 193. 
Ruthenium red, a reagent for Muci- 
lages. 433 (note) 

Rye. See Secale. 

Saccharomyces cerevisice, 288 (fig. 106). 
Saccharum officinarum, wax layer, 99 
(fig. 39). 

Safranin, watery, use of, 46, 111, 112,, 
113, 177, 210, 312, 381. 

— alcoholic, use of, 302. See also 

Appendix III. 

— gentian-violet orange, 463. 

Salep (cellulose mucilage of orchids), 
429. 

SaUsburia adiantifolia. See Ginkgo- 
biloba. 

Salix, epidermal cork in, 187. 

Salt (table). See sodium chloride. 
Saltpetre. See potassium nitrate. 
Sambucus nigra, cork and phelloderm,, 
182 (fig. 73); lentioeis, 184 (fig.. 
74). 

Sa/rcina, 267. 

Saxifraga crustata, lime incrustations 
on, 64. 

Scalariform vekels (or tracheides), in 
Allium, 163 (fig. 65) ; Pteris, 175 
(fig. 69) ; in Lycopodium, 177, 178. 
Scale leaves of Pinus, 368. 

Scales of Marchantia, 234 ; Shepherdia, 
’ 93 (fig. 85). See also hairs. 

Scalpel, XXX, 449 (fig. 168). 

Schizocarp, 411. 

Schizogenous intercellular spaces, 102,. 

143. See also intercellular spaces* 
Schizomycetes, 266. See Bacteria. 
Schizophyta, 262. 

Schizostele, 173, 194. 
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Schultze’s fluid. See ohlorzinc iodine. 
— macerating mixture, use of, 79, 
158, 186. 

Schweizer’s reagent. See copper am- 
mon-oxide. 


Shepherdia canddensis, scale-hairs, 98 
(fig. B5). 

Shepherd's Purse. See Capsella. 
Shields, in the antheridium of Ghara^ 


Scissors, dissecting, xxx. 
Sclerenohyma, 65 {fig. 23), 72, 126, 
132. 

- fibres, 72, 102, 126, 176. 

- sheath, 102, 106, 177. 

'Scolopendriwn vulgare, sori and spo- 
rangia, 354 (fig, 130). 

3cor207iera hispanica, latex system of, 
125 (fig. 46). 

Scotch fir. See Pinus sylmstris. 
Scratch inoculation, 285. 

Scuteilum, 419. 

Secale cereale^ wax upon, 99. 

Secondary tissues, 119. 

Section-lifters, 113 ; to make, xxx. 
Sections, of very thin objects, 82, 205. 
See celloidin, glycerine - gum, 
elder-pith, cork, lime - wood, 
poplar-wood, sunflower-pith. 

- to cut, 25, 74, 81, 107, 139, 205, 

409; orientation in stem, 139; 
curling of, 27 ; how to lift, xxx, 27 ; 
to mount, 30, 36; to mount for 
inversion, 211 ; to make trans- 
parent, 210 ; to restore when too 
transparent, 210 ; to transfer, 
27 ; to turn over, 27. 

- microtome, to prepare and cut, 

444 et seq. ; to stain, 456. 

Sedum, cultivation of pollen-tubes, 
392. 

Seed, structure of, in Alisma Plantago, 
413 (fig. ISO) ; Capsella Bursa- 
Pastoris, 409 (fig. 149) ; date-stone 
(for pits), 73 ; Lupmzcs (for aleu- 
rone), 32 ; Ch^ithogalum (for pits), 
72 (fig. 26) ; pea (for reserve foods), 
25 (fig. 11) ; Picea vulgaris, 378 
(fig. 139) ; Przmus domestica, 424 ; 
Pyrus communis, 426 ; Micmus 
(for aleurone), 33 (fig. 13) ; Triti- 
cum dwrum, 20 (fig. 12), 417 (fig. 
151). 

leaves. See cotyledons. 

Seeds, with anomalous embryos, 416. 

- to out sections of small, 6)9. ^ 

- albuminous and exaibuminous, 

417. 

Selaginella MartensU^ sporangia, 365 ; 

morphology of stem, 365. 
Separating layer. See absciss layer. 
Sepals, 430 ; origin of, 431. 

Seta of moss, 349. 

Sheath, vascular bundle, 102, 123. 
Shellac, in absolute aioohol. See 
Appendix III. 


307. 

Short shoots, 367. 

Sieve-areas, 147 (fig. 55). 

— plates, 105, 109, 128 (fig. 47), 

148 (fig. 65), 151 (fig. 57), 156 (fig. 
60). 

— tubes, 126 ei seg, 

of Aristolochia, 107 ; Bryonia 

dioica, 126 ; Gucurhita Pepo, 126 
(fig. 52) ; Lycopodium complan- 
atum, 178 ; Pinus syhestris, 147 
(figs. 55, 67) ; Pteris, 176 ; Tilia 
parvifolia, 166 ; Bea Mais, 104, 

contents, 126 et seq, 

development of, 129 (fig. 47) ; 

staining of, 128, 176. 

mucilages of callus, 429. 

Silene inflata, vascular bundle ends 
in, 199. 

Silicifioation of membrane, 96, 258. 
Simple microscope. See microscope. 
Sinapis, mucilages of, 429. 

Siphoness, 295, 

Skeletonisation of diatoms, 268. 
Slide-cultures. See cultures. 

Slime. See mucus, mucilage. 

— plug, of sieve-tubes, 129. 

Soda, caustic. See sodium hydrate. 
Sodium chloride, use of, 276. 

— hydrate, use of, 35. 

Solammi tuberosum (potato), starch in 
tuber, 13 (fig. 5); pathological 
cork, 188; disease of, see Phy- 
topkthora. 

Sori, indusiate, 366; naked, 354; of 
Scolopendrium, 364 ; Aspidium, 
866 . 

Spectrum, relations with assimilation, 
282. 

Spermatia, of Mcidium berberidis, 
332. 

Spermatic nucleus. See spermo- 
nueleus. 

Spermatozoids, chemotactio stimula- 
tion of, in Fucus, 304. 

■ — heliotropism of, in Fucus, 303. 

— of Ghara, 306 (fig. 113) ; Fucus, 302, 

303 (fig. Ill) ; Gymnosperms, 376 ; 
Marchantia, 341 (fig. 123) ; 

346 ; Polypodium, 359 (fig. 132) ; 
Vauclieria, 298. 

, — to slacken movements of, 359 ; 
fixed by iodine, 360. 
Spermoderm, 378, 410, 424, 426. 
Spermogones, of Mcidium, 331 (fig. 

118) ; Anaptyohia, see Pycnidia, 
Spermp-nucleus, 306, 376, 403. 
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.Sphsero-crjstals, or spliaerilies. 8ee 
inuline, calcium phosphate. 
Sphmrotheca, S'29. 

sphagnum amtifoliutn, structure of 
231 (fig. 92). 

Spider-wort. See Trad&scantia. 
bpindl e-fibres, 438-9. 461 (figs. 154, 

— tree. See Euonymus, [160-1). 
Spiral cells, of Sphagnum., 231 ; of 

Eguisetum, 364. 

— vessels (or tracheides), 103. See 

vascular bundles. 

unwinding, 163. 

Spirillum, 269 ; S. dmtium, 276 ; 

S. sputigenum, 276. 

Spirochmte pUcatilis, 276 (fig. 103). 
Spirogyra, conjugation, 291. 

— majuscula {8, ortlfwepira), culture 

of, 251 ; cell-structure of, 252 (fig. 

96) ; plasmolytic studies in, 253. 
Spongy parenchyma, 191. 

Sporangia, development of, in Clado- 
phora, 293 ; in Vaucheria, 295 
(fig. 109). 

— dehiscence of, in Aspidium, 356. 

— structure in Aspidium Filix-mas, 

366 ; Eguisetum, 364 ; Scolopen- 
drium vulgare, 354 (fig. 130) ; 
Selaginella Martensii, 366. See 
also gonidangia. 

■Sporangiophore of EguiseUtm, 364. 

See also gonidangiophore. 

Spores, Bacteria, 268, 280 (fig. 104), 

287 ; Egtdsetwn, 364 ; Funaria, 

353 (fig. 128); Marchantia, 344; 
Mnium, 351 ; Saccharomyces, 289 ; 
Scolopendrium, 356 (fig. 130) ; 
Selaginella, 366. 

— ascospores, of Anaptychia, 270; 

Ascoholus, 328 ; Morchella, 326 
(fig. 117) ; Fenicillium, 325. 

— basidiospores, of Mcidium, 331 (fig. 

118) ; Agaricus, 336 (fig. 120 ; 
Russula, 336 (fig- 119). 

— macrospores, 366 ; microspores, 366. 

— swarm-spores, g.i). 

— teleutospores, of Fuccima, 332 

(fig. 118). 

— uredospores, of Fuccinia, 332 (fig. 

118). 

— zoospores. See swarm-spores. 

— 2 ygospores, of Mvxor, 315; Spiro- 

gyra, 292. 

Sporidia, of Fuccinia grandnis, 333. 
Sporogonium, of Funaria, 353 (figs, 

127, 128) ; Marchantiapolymorpha, 

344 ; Mnium, 348. 

Spurge. See Euphorbia, 

Staining, of Bacteria,^ 270 ; of ClaAlo- 
, phora, 248. See also under name 
of object to be stained ; also over- 


staining, and the different stain* 
ing media. 

Staining, double-staining, 110, 441. 

— in the tissues, 274, 

— triple, 457. 

I Stains, fiiing of. See mordants. 

— on the preparation of basic anilina 

stains, 270, 271. 

— permanence of, 112. 

Stamen of Finm sylvestris, 368 (fig 
134; An^osperms, 380 ; origin of, 
in Brassica, 432. 

Staphylea, cultivation of pollen-tube 
in, 392. 

Starch-cellulose. See cellulose. 

— formers, 39, 62, 67 (figs. 20, 21), 85 

(fig. 30). See also amyloplasts, 
leucoplasts, chlorophyll bodies. 

— grains, West Indian arrowroot, 

18 ; bean, 17 (fig. 6) ; in latex 
of Euphorbia kelioscopia, 19 (fig, 
9j ; ajd Euphorbia splendens, 19 
(fig. 10) ; Iris germanica, 59 (fig, 
22); oat, 18 (fig. 8); pea, 28 
(fig. 11) ; Fhajus, 59 (fig. 21) ; 
potato, 13 (fig. 5) ; wheat, 18 
(fig. 7). 

action of diastase on, 23, 422. 

compound, 16, 60; semi-corn* 

pound, 16, 60. 

general observations on, 23; 

changes in germination, 23. 

identification in small quantity, 

.63. 

in chlorophyll bodies, 62. 

lamination of, 14 (fig. 5). 

origin of, 58-60. See also 

chloroplasts, leucoplasts. 

polarisation of, 22. 

reactions with heat, 14, 22; 

iodine, 20, 21 ; iodine vapour, 21 ; 
blue iodine reaction due to water, 
21 ; potash, 21, 39. 

swelling (gelatinisation) of, 18, 

21 . 

to make minute grains more 

visible by swelling, 53, 

— mucilage. iSee mucilage. 

— paste, use of in pollen cultures, 392, 

— sheath, 127, 132. See also Endo- 

dermis and stelar theory. 

Stelar theory, 172,181, 227. 

Stele, 102, 132, 163, 165. 

— in Fteris 172 (fig. 69) ; Lycopodium, 

176 (fig. 70) ; Eguisetum, 178 (figs 
71, 72). 

Stem and root, correlation of, 228. 

— growing apex of, 204. 

— structure of, in Aristolochia 
. Sipho, 131 (figs, 48, 49) ; Draccma 

rubra, 117 (fig. 44) ; Eguisetum, 
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178 (figs. 71, 72) ; Lycopodium 
complanatum, 176 (fig. 70) ; Pwm$ 
sylvestris, 137 (figs. 50-7) ; lianun-^ 
cuius repens, 120 (fig. 4,6); Tilia 
europoea, 153 (figs, 68-63); 

Kais, 101 (figs. 40, 41). 

Stem, to make longitudinal sections of, 
107,123. 

Stereides, steieome. See meclianical 
system:,""; 

Sterigma, of Mcidium, 832 (fig. 118) ; 
Agaricus, 336 (fig. 120) ; Feni- 
cillium, 324 (fig. 118) ; Mussula, 
336 (fig. 119). 

Sterilising, 279, 289, 312. 

Stigma, 394, 396, 430. 

Stinging hairs. See hairs. 

— nettle. See Vrtica dioica. 

Stipe of Agarims, 200. 

Stock, ten-week. See Matthiola annua. 
Stomata, of Alo'e nigricans, 86 (fig. 
31) ; hyacinth, 84 ; floreniina, 
SO (fig. 28) ; Lilimn, 86 ; Mnium 
hornum, Buta graveolens, 

190 (fig. 75) ; Tradescantia vir- 
ginica, 84 (fig. 30) ; T, zebrina, 85. 

— accessory cells, 85 (fig. SO). 

— guard-cells, 61 et seq. (figs. 28, 31) ; 

movements of, 83 ; interruption 
of hypoderma at, 106. 

— water, in Tropmlum, 88 (fig. 32). 
Stone of plum, 423. 

cells, of pear, 66 (fig. 23), 
Btoneworts = Characese. 

Stoning, the phenomenon of, in the 
cherry, 425. 

Strelitzia, orange chromatophores, 65. 
Strengthening layer (root of Taxus), 
169. 

Striae, on epidermal cells, 55. 
Structure and function, correlation of, 

, ;j_99^ ' ' 

style, sk, 396, 430. 

Buberin reactions, 166, 186. 

— to distinguish from cuticle, 186. 
Suberisation, 166. 

Buberose layer (exodermis), 166. 
Bub-hymenial layer, 327 et seq, (figs. 
117-20). 

Suctorial organs. See haustoria. 
Sugar, cane-sugar, as stimulus for 
spermatozoids of moss, 361. 

— cane. See Saccharum officinarum» 

— grape-sugar. See glucose. 

—• identification in beetroot, 67 ; in 
pear, 66. 

— reactions, Fehling’s, 66, 67. 

— solution, use of, 38, 45, 391, 401, 404. 
Sulphur, in cel3 -contents of bacteria, 

268- 

— dioxide, use of, 401. 


Sulphuric acid, use of, 63, 65, 78, 84, 
130, 166, 166, 180, 282, 258, 381-2. 

— as reagent for calcium oxalate, 63 ; 

calcium phosphate, 70: cuticle, 
84,88. 

Sundew. See Drosera, 

Sunflower-pith, to obtain, 82 ; use of,, 
81. 

Sunlight, action on bacteria, 285. 
Superior (of ovary). Seefxee. 
Suspensor, 876, 413. 

Suture, 395. 

Swarming of bacteria, 268. 
Swarm-spores, of Cladophora glo7nc^ 
rata,S.0S (fig. 108) ; Fkytopkthoray 
320 (fig. 116) ; Pythium, 322 ; 
Vauxheria sessilis, 295 (fig. 109). 
Sweet-fiiag. See Acorus Calamus, 

— pea. Bee Latkyrus odm'atm. 

Swift & Son*s microscopes, xxi. 
Symbiosis, 289. 

Syncarpous (of pistil), 396. 

Synergidae, 403 ; disorganisation of,, 

408. See also embryo-sac. 

Syringa vulgaris, leaf structure, 194. 

Tables, working, kind and position of,, 
xxix. 

Tanacetum vulgare (Tansy), develop- 
ment of pollen, 444. 

Tannin, presence and identification in 
oak-gall, 70; in Pimis, 149; use 
of for crystalloids, 36. 

Tapetal cells, 384 (fig. 140). 
Taraxacum, latex system, 125. 

Taxus baccata, interval between pol- 
lination and fertilisation, 372; 
mesotheclum, 383 ; structure of 
root, 168 (fig. 68). 

Teeth, bacteria of, 276. 

Tegmen (inner spermoderm), 417. 
Teleutos^res. See spores. 

Tension, in thallus of Fucus, 241. 
Testa, structure in Gapsella Bursa- 
Pmim'is, a0 (fig. 149), 417. 
Test-objects, 78, 259. 

Tetrarch vascular bundles of roots, 
222,224. 

Thallus of Anaptychia (Parmelia) 
ciliaris, 239 ; of Fungi, 237 ; of 
Lichens, 289; Marchantia poly- 
rrwrpha, 233 ; of Ftictts, 240. 
Thermo-regulator, Thermo-stat, 447. 
Thickness, increase in ; stem of Aris- 
tohchia Bipho, 131 et seq. ; root of 
Taxus baccata, 167 ; roots of Pico- 
iylekns, 171; thallus of Fucus, 
243. See also Pinus sylvestris and 
Tilia europcea. 

— — • abnormal, for Monocotyledons, 

in Draccena Draco, 117. 
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Thuja occideiitalis, growing apex of 
roofe, 222 (fig. 88). 

Tilia europcea, T, parvifolia^ structure 
of stem, 153 (figs. 58-63). 

Tiliaceee, pectose mucilages of, 429. 
Tissues, considered physiologically, 
199. 

Toadstool. See Amanita. 

Tobacco. See Nicotiana. 

Tonoplast (do Vries), 254. 

Torenia asiaiica, pollen-tubes, 392 ; 

fertilisation, 405 (fig. 148). 

Torus, 76, 145. See also pits. 

Tracheae, wanting in Pinaeese, 187. 
Tracheal plugs (tyloses), 161 (fig. 64). 
Tracheides (hy droids), 77, 104, 140 et 
seq.^ 199. 

— length of, 161. 

— vascular and fibrous, 104, 209. See 

also vascular bundles. 

Tradescantia virginica, movement of 
protoplasm in staminal hairs, 38 
(fig. 14) ; development of pollen- 
grains, 385 (fig. 141) of pollen- 
tube, 392 ; stomata, 84 (fig. 30) ; 
cell and nuclear division, 434 (fig. 
153), 438 ; direct nuclear division, 
456 (fig. 160). 

— zehrina, protoplasmic circulation, , 

47 ; stomata, 85. i 

Transfusion, 106, 123, 167 (fig. 67). 
Transparency, to obtain by glycerine, 
199 ; turpentine, creosote, car- 
bolic acid, chloral hydrate, 200. 

— to rectify, 210. 

Transpiration tissue, 198. 

Trianea hogotensis, protoplasmic move- 
ment in, 48. 

Tricarpel lary, 396. 

Triarch vascular bundles of roots, 222, 
Trichomes. See hairs, scales. 
Trilocular (of ovary), 396. 

Triticum durum, starch-grains in, 18 
(fig. 7). 

— repens, Uredo upon, 332. 

— vulgare, endosperm of, 29 (fig. 12) ; 

structure of fruit and seed, 30 (fig. 
12), 417 (fig. 151) ; germination, 
421. 

Tritonia, culture of pollen-tubes, 393. 
Tropceolum majtcs, chromatophores of, 
54 (fig. 18); water-pores (water- 
stomata), 88 (fig. 32). 

Tube cultures, of Bacteria, 285. 

TuUpa, development of pollen, 385; 
of pollen-tubes, 392 ; structure of 
pistil, 396. 

— Gesneriana, ovary, 396. 

Turpentine, use of,’ 200, 450. 

Tyloses. See tracheal plugs. 


Uiothrix, culture of, 252. 

CJniceliular plants 265-89. 

Uredineae. See Fuccinia. 

Uredo condition, 332. 

. Uredospores. See spores. 

Urtica dioica, bristles, 97 (fig. 3G) 
stinging hairs, 95 (fig. 36), 

Vacuolab membrane, 46, 263. 

Vacuole, 39, 45-6. 

Vallecuiar canal, 179. 

ValUsneria spiralis, movement of pro- 
toplasm in leaf, 41; ehloropUyl} 
in, 53. 

Valve (frustule), of Diatomaoeae, 255 
(fig. 97). 

Vaynpyrella, 310 (note). 

Vascular bundle, bicollateral bundles, 
126 ; cauline bundles, 210 ; closed 
bundles, 101, 105 ; collateral 

bundles, 101, 105, 121 ; develop- 
ment of, 209 ; foliar bundles, 194, 
210; open bundles, 121 et seq. 

I See also hadrome, leptome, 
mestome, etc. 

cylinder in roots, 163 et seq. 

in root of Acorus Calamus, 165 

(fig. 66) ; Allium Gepa, 163 (fig. 65) ; 
Hordetm vulgare, 220 (fig. 87); 
Iris florentina, 166 (fig. 67) ; BO' 
nunculus repens, 168 ; Toxics hao 
cata, 169 (fig. 68). 

in stem otAristolochia Sipho, 131 

(figs. 48, 49) ; Bryonia dioica, 126 ; 
Chelidonium majus, 124; Cucu/r- 
bita Pepo, 126; Dracaena rubra, 
117 (fig. 44) ; Equisetum, 17S 
(fig. 72) ; Finns sylvestris, 137 (figs. 
50-7) ; Ranunculus repens, 121 (fig 
45) ; Tilia europcea, 153 ; Zea Mais,. 
101 (figs. 40, 41). 

staining, 101 (chlorzinc iodine) ; 

108 (corallin) ; 111 (safranin) ; 110 
(double staining). 

structure in leaf of Iris floren 

tina, 114 (fig. 42). 

terminations of, in petals, 199 ; 

in leaves, 199. 

— Cryptogams. iSee Pteridophyta. 

— tracheides. See tracheides, also 

spiral vessels, etc., and 104 (foot- 
note). 

Vaucheria sessilis, 295 ; multinuclear, 
296 ; sexual reproduction, 296 (fig. 
110) swarm spores, 295 (fig. 109). 

Vegetative - cell, in pollen-grain oi' 
Finns, 369 (fig. 134^2) ; of Trades- 
cantia, 385 (fig. 141). 

Vein parenchyma, 198. 

— use of term, 198. 

Venter (of archegonium). See arche 
gonium. 
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Ventilating chamber, 88, 190. 

— cells, 198. 

Ventral, 233. 

— canal-cell. See canal-celL, 

— suture. (See suture. 

Verbasc'um nigrum^ oeil-sap in petals, 

55, 58, 92 ; hairs of corolla and 
stamens, 92 ; vascular bundle- 
ends in petals, 199. 

— thapsiforme, hairs on leaves, 98. 
Veron^ica serpyUifolia^ pollen-tube in, 

408. 

Vesicle, of Fucm, See bladder. 
Vessels, of Beta^ 63 ; origin of, 63. 
See also vascular bundle. 

— annular, 102, 109 ; retioulate, 63 ; 

spiral, 103, 109 ; origin of, 110. 
Vesuvin, use of, 210, 270, 278. 

Vice, watchmakers’. See hand vice. 
Vicia Faba, nuclear figures in root- 
tip, 438 459 (fig 160). 

Fmca major and F minor^ coloured 
sap in flower, 56 ; solerenchyma 
fibres in stem, 72. 

Viola tricolor - grandiflora, haAxs on 
petals, 92 (fig. 34) ; stipular glands, 
98 (fig. 37) ; pollen-tubes, 892. 
Virginian creeper. See Ampelopsis. 
Viscum album, intercellular connec- 
tions in, 466 (fig. 163). 

Vitellin, 29. 

Volvocineaa, 260. 

Waj^lflowee. SeeCheiranthm Chewi, 
Walnut. See Juglans regia. 

Warm chamber. See oven. 

Washing, after fixing, 248, 444. 
Watch-glasses, xxxi and footnote. 
Water, conduction of, 198; storage, 
198. 

— pores, of Tropoeolum majus, 88 

(fig. 82) ; of Fuchsia, 89. 

— reservoir, the epidermis as a, 83, 

86 . 

— stomata. See water-pores. 
Watson’s microscopes, xxii. 

Wax, use of, to close preparations, 
442 ; relations with alcohol, 100. 


Wax drops, for the protection of ob- 
jects, 442, 

— layer in Echemria glohosa, 99; 

Eucalyptus globulus, 99 ; Iris 
jlorentina, 80; Prunus donmtica, 
423; Pyrus malm, 425; Sacc~ 
hanm officinarum, 100 (fig. 39). 

— reactions of, 100, 

Wendungszelle, 309. 

Wheat, Bust of. See Puccmia. 

— Bee Triiicttm, 

WiiloWi See Salix, 

Wood, separation of elements by 
maceration, 159 (fig. 63). 

— parenchyma, 104. 

— structure of. See vascular bundle. 

— to cut sections of, 74. 

— (xylem), 104. See also vascular 

bundles. 

Wound-mucilage, 202. 

Wounds, closing of (wound-cork), 187. 

Xanthopboteid reaction, 490 
Xylem (wood), 104. See also vascular 
bundles. 

Xylol, use of, 37, 272. 

Yeably rings, 140 (fig. 53). 

Yeast. See Saccharomyces, also Mucor- 
yeast. 

Yew, See Tamm baccata, 

Fwcca, pistil of, 396. 

Zamia, spermatozoids in, 376. 

Zea maisy structure of vascular 
bundles, 101 (figs. 40, 41). 

Zeiss’s microscopes, xxii ; for dissect- 
ing, 206 (figs, 80, 81). 

Ziehi’s carbolic fuchsin. 273. 

Zinc chloride. See mordants. 

— frames. See drying frames. 
Zooglcea, 267, 268, 277, 281. 
Zoogonidia. Bee swarm-spores. 
Zoospores. See swarm-spores. 
Zygnema, 293. 

Zygote (Zygospore), of Spirogyra, 292 ; 
o! Vaucheria, 298; of Fucus, 303; 
of Ohara, 310; of Mucor, 315. 
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